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ADVERTISEMENT. 


jTXLTHOUGH  but  little  merit  can  be  afcribed  to  an 
abridgment,  yet  much  prefumption  may  be  imputed  to 
th.e  prefent  attempt  to  contra£t  a  work  that  has  been  re- 
ceived with  univerfal  admiration.  The  author,  who  now 
fubjeds  thefe  pages  to  the  perufal  of  a  candid  public,  h 
fenfible  of  the  delicacy  of  his  fituation  ;  but  if  he  has  faith- 
fully compreiTed  in  two  o£^avo,  the  principal  hiftorical 
events  which  elucidate  the  Decline  and.  Fall  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  and  which  in  the  original  are  diiFufed  through  fix 
quarto  volumes,  he  may  claim,  and  t>erhaps  be  indulged 
in  the  humble  praife  of  induftry  and  accuracy*  The  ftriking 
features  of  the  nations  more  remotely  conne£ted  with  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Roman  empire  are  illghtly  delineated ; 
part  relative  to  the  ftate  of  modern  Rome  is  intentionally 
omitted  ;  and  much  religious  difquifition  has  been  carefully 
rejefted.  With  what  degree  of  judgment  and  propriety 
this  has  been  efFe£ted,  the  reader  mud  determine;  but 
the  author  flatters  himfelf  that  what  remains  will  be  found 
in(lru£tive  to  the  youthful,  and  interefting  to  the  curious, 
mind. ' 
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CHAPTER    I. 

THE  EXTE:nr  and  military  force,  union  and  internal 

PROSPERITY  OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


Di 


TURING  eight  progreffive  centuries  from  the  firft 
ibundation  of  the  City  of  Rome,  her  hiftory  prefent$ 
a  long  and  fplendid  fuccei&on  of  triumphs.     In  the 
fecond  century  of  the  Chriftian  sera  her  empire  was 
^ftablifhed  over  the  mofl:  defirable  part  of  the  known 
^rorld.     The  valour  which  had  acquired  dominion, 
enabled  her  to  defend  it ;  and  the  equitable  tenor  of 
her  laws,  the  cuhivation  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  re- 
conciled the  provinces  to  her  fway.     The  Roman  fe- 
nate  polTefled  a  nominal  authority,  but  the  entire  exe- 
cutive  power  was  devolved  on  the  Emperor,     Ncrva^ 
Trajan,  Hadrian,  and  the  two  Antonines,  with  unin- 
terrupted prudence,  condu&ed  the  adminiftration,  and 
^  Vol.  L  B  merited 
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merited  the  applaufe ,  of  the  Roman  people.  The 
immediate  profperity  of  the  empire,  and  th^  cirtumr 
fiances  .which,  fubfequent  to  the  death  of  Marcus 
Antoninus,  contributed  to  its  Decline  and  Fall,  are 
the  objedtfr  of  our  enquiry. 

The  earlier  ages  of  Rome  are  marked  by  a  rapidity 
of  conqueft ;  but  the  wifdom  of  Auguftus,  after  he 
attained  the  fupreme  power,  firft  tempered  the  un- 
bounded rage  for  univerfal  fovereignty.  He  con- 
fidered  Rome  as  having  little  to  gain,  and  much  to 
lofe.  An  unfuccefsful  enterprize  of  his  generals  in 
Ethiopia,  confirmed  him  in  his  pacific  intentions ; 
and  the  defeat  of  Varus,  which  ever  impreflfed  his 
mind  with  fettled  melancholy,  convinced  him  of  the 
danger  of  engaging  a  race  of  barbarians  amidil  the 
woods  and  morafles  of  Germany.  In  his  teftament 
he  enforced  the  advice  of  confining  the  empire  with- 
in its  natural  limits ;  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  weft ; 
the  Rhine  and  Danube,  on  the  north  ;  the  Euphrates, 
on  the  eaft ;  and  the  deferts  of  Arabia  and  Africa,  on 
the  fouth. 

The  difiblute  difpofition  of  his  immediate  fucceflbrs 
allowed  them  not  to*  interrupt  the  pacific  fyftem  re-. 
commended  by  Auguftus.  Immerfed  in  the  pleafure^^ 
of  Rome,  they  regarded  with  an  effeminate  averfion  th^ 
painful  toils  of  war,  and  the  rigid  difcipline  of  the 
camps.  The  province  of  Britain,  conquered  by  the 
arms  of  Agricola,  was  the  only  acceffion  to  the  Ro- 
man empire,  during  the  firft  century  of  Chrlftianity  ; 
but  the  promotion  of  Trajan  to  the  imperial  dignity, 
was  attended  with  more  ambitious  councils,  and  more. 
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tirarlike  meafures.  A  hardy  foldier,  and  confummate 
genetal,  he  defpifed  the  moderate  maxims  of  his  pre- 
deceflbrs,  and  afpired  to  rival  the  fam§  of  Alexander, 
The  former  infolence  of  the  Dacians  was  chaftifed  by 
the  emperor  in  perfon.  The  majefty  of  Rome  was 
vindicated  by  the  unconditional  fubmiffion  of  the  bar- 
barians ;  and  their  country,  about  thirteen  hundred' 
miles  in  circumference,  formed  a  new  province  of  the 
Roman  empire.  The  reftlefs  fpirit  of  Trajan  foon  im- 
pelled him  agaitift  the  eaft,  Parthia  fled  before  hisi 
arms,  the  Tigris  waf(jpd  his  triumphs;  and  from  the 
mountains  of  Armenia  tathe  gujph  of  Perfia  he  ex- 
tended his  conquefts  and  glory.  Yet  the  acquifitions 
of  Trajan  were  more  fplendid  than  folid  ;  the  fruits  of 
his  victories  were  abandoned  with  his  life.  The  pru- 
dence or  envy  of  Hadrian,  induced  him  to  relinquifli^ 
what  he  aflerted,  it  was  imprudent  to  retain,  and  the 
god  Terminus,  for  the  firft  time,  was  beheld  to  re* 
cede  from  his  extended  boundaries.  But  though 
Hadrian  poffefled  not  the  enterprifing  temper  of  Trajan, 

•  yet  his  aftivity  was  employed  in  fucceffive  journies 
through  every  province  of  the  empire  ;  and  he  admi- 

^iftered  in  perfon  that  juftice,  which  Antoninus  Pius 

^Iras  equally  careful  in  providing  for  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  capital.  The  reign  of  Marcus  was 
an  incefiant  ftrqggle  againft  the  inroads  of  the  Par- 
thians,  and  the  boftile  irruptions  of  the  Grermans. 
The  Danube  and  the  Euphrates  alternately  attefted 

.  his  triumphs ;  and  in  a  courfe  of  Hgnal  victories,  he 
exercifed  that  military  force,  ^hich  it  is  now  our  ob- 
|eft  to  defcribe* 

B2  In 
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In  the  earlier  and'more  virtuous  ages  of  the  com- 
mon-weahh,  the  ufe  of  arms  was  confined  to  the 
citizens  of  Rome ;  they  were  equally  interefted  in 
encreafing  the  territory,  of  maintaining  the  gloi-y  of 
the  republic.  But  as  dominion  was  "extended-,  public 
vinue  declined  ;  and  the  legions^  though  fuppofed  to 
confift  of  Roman  citizens,  were  recruited  from  the 
diftant  provinces.  The  officers  were,  generally,  men 
of  birth  and  education;  but  the  common  foldiers, 
allured  by  the  hopes  of  gain,  anfwered  to  the  merce- 
nary levies  of  modern  times,  l^e  fpirit  of  patriotifm 
which  had  a£i:uated  the  free  armies  of  the  (late  during 
the  period  of  its  purity,  which  had  rendered  their  for- 
titude invincible,  no  longer  exifted ;  other  motives, 
equally  powerful,  though  not  equally  pure,  were  to 
be  fubftituted  for  fubfidized  hirelings.  The  peafant, 
or  mechanic,  was  taught  to  confider  the  profeffion  of 
arms  with  a  degree  of  veneration :  his  reputation  was 
to  depend  upon  his  own  valour ;  and  he  confidered  the 
corps  in  which  he  ferved  as,  in  fome  meafure,  fuffer- 
ing  from  the  infamy  he  laboured  under,  or  partaking 
of  the  glory  he  acquired.  On  his  firft  entrance,  an 
oath  was  adminiftered  to  him  of  allegiance  and  obedi- 
ence ;  and  to  abandon  his  ftandard  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  was  not  confidered  lefs  ignominious  than  im- 
|>ious.  Thus  honour  and  religion  bound  him  to  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  his  duty;  while  a  regular  pay, 
and  a  certain  recompence,  after  the  ftated  time  of 
fervice,  aflured  prefent  fubfiftence  aad.  future  eafe. 
To  thefe  incentives  was  added  the  fear  of  chaftifement; 
and  cowardice  or  difobedience  was,  uncxceptionably^ 

deftined 
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deftlned  to  exemplary  punifliment.  The  authority  of 
the  centurions  extended  to  every  feverlty  Ihort  of  death; 
the  power  of  infliaing  the  laft  was  referved  to  the 
generiil.  A  rigid  perfeverance  in  this  fyftem  had 
rendered  tlie  Imperial  troops  firm  though  docile ;  and 
the  Roman  foldiers  dreaded  their  officers  more  than 
the  6nemy. 

Yet  the  Romans"  were  not  lefs  fenfible'of  the  efFefls 
of  fkill  and  praflice,  than  the  advantages  <>f  valour. 
In  their  language,  the  very^  name  of  an  army  was 
borrowed  from  the  word  which  fignified*  exercife. 
Military  evolutions  were  praftifed  with  '  tinremitting 
attention.  The  hoary  veteran  and  experienced  recruit 
were  equally  compelled  to  daily  repetition  ;  and  the 
firft  was, not  fuffered  to  forget,  what  the  laft  was  in- 
ftroAed  to  acquire.  Their  limbs  were  continually 
burthened  with  arms,  and*  the  weight  they  were  ac» 
cuftomed  to  bear  in  peaceful  preparation  doubled  what 
was  neceffary  jn  real  aftion.  The  body  was  ftrength- 
ened  by  continual  exertions,  and  rendered  aftive  by 
inceffant  motion.  To  run,  leap,  and  fwim,  were 
confidered  as  important  parts  of  their  duty;  and  even 
their  amufemenis  in  the  Pyrrhic  dance,  gave  grace  to 
their  fteps,  and  agility  lo  their  movements.  The 
greateft  Emperors  did  not  think  it  beneath  them  to 
inftruft  the  ignorant,  or  review  the  experienced  ;  and 
^ven  Hadrian,  as  well  as  Trajan,  is  recorded  as  dif- 
puting  in  thefe  ex'ercifes,  the  prize  of  ftrength  and 
dexterity.-  The  fcience  of  TaSics,  under  their  auf- 
pices,  vas  induftrioufly  cultivated,  and  their  inftruc- 
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tions  have  fince  been  regarded  9$  ^  perfe^  model  qf 
Roman  difcipline* 

Time  had  gradually  introduced  amongft  the  troops 
many  alterations  and  improvements ;  ax^d  the  legion 
of  Trajan  and  Hadrian  materially  differed  from  that 
defcribed  by  Polybivis.  The  forpier  confided  of  ten 
cohorts  of  heavy  armed  infantry j^  divided  into  fifty-fivf 
companies,  under  the  orders  of  a  correfpondent  num-; 
ber  of  tribunes  and  centurion^.  The  firft  cohorts 
which  claimed  the  poft  of  honour,  was  comppfed  of 
eleven  hundred  and  five  cholen  foldiers ;  the  rei^iain-!: 
ing  nine,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty -five :  Thus,  the 
whole  body  of  the  infantry  amounted  to.  fix  theuiand 
oiie  hundred.  Their  arms  were  uniform ;  an  opea 
helmet,  with  a  lofty  creft ;  a  coat  of  mail ;  greaves  on 
their  legs  ;  and  on  their  left  s^rm  9  buckler,  framed  of 
light  wood,  covered  with  a  bull's  hide,  and  guarded 
Vrith  plates  of  brafs ;  a  light  fpear,  and  a  ponderous 
javelin  cal|led  the  pilum,  the  length  of  which  was  about 
fix  feet,  terminated  by  a  triangular  point  of  fieel 
of  eighteen  inches ;  the  fword  yi^as  (hort  and 
double  edged,  felted  alike  to  cut  or  thryft  -,  and  the 
fpldier  in  a6Uon  was  wifely  inftru6led  to  prefer  the 
latter  ufe  of  it.  The  legion  was  drawn  up  eight  deep, 
and  the  regular  diftance  of  three  feet  wa^  left  between 
the  files  and  ranks. 

The  cavalry,  without  which  this  body  would  have 
been  imperfefi^,  was  divided  into  ten  fquadrons  j  th^ 
firft  confided  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  men,  the 
other  nine  only  of  fi?ty-fix;  the  whole  arao^nttd  to 
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feven  hundred  and  twenty-fix.  Thefe  were  formerly 
the  nobleft  youths  of  Rome  and  Italy  ;  but  during  the 
reigns  of  Trajan'  and  Had/ian  were  drawn  from  the 
fiune  claf$  of  fubjeds  as  the  infantry.  Their  horfes 
were  generally  from  Spain  or  Cappadocia ;  but  the 
arms  of  the  Roman  troops  were  lefscumberfome  than 
thofe  of  the  Eaft  :  a  helmet,  an  oblong  ihield,  %ht 
boots,  and  a  coat  of  mail,  defended  them  frojn  the 
attacks  of  their  enemies ;  a  javelin  and  a  long  broad 
IWord  were  the  weapons  with  which  they  aflailecjt 
them. 

Though  Rome  chiefly  confided  for  her  glory  and 
fecurity  in  the  legions,  yet  confiderable  levies  were 
regularly  made  among  the  provincials.  Neighbour- 
ing and  dependent  potentates  and  Hates  held  their 
territories  and  freedom  by  a  military  tenure.  The 
hardy  body  of  the  Barbarian  was  dedicated  to  the 
fervice  of  the  empire;  and  the  natural  enemies  of 
Rome  were  compelled,  or  perfuaded  to  employ  their 
ftrength,  and  lavifh  their  lives  in  fupport  of  her 
glory,  and  the  defence  of  her  dominions.  All  thefe 
were  known  by  the  general  name  of  Auxiliaries.  The 
braveft  and  meft  faithful  of  the  bands  were  placed 
under  the  command  of  Pra^fefts  and  Centurions,  and 
feverely  trained  in  the  arts  of  Roman  difciptine ;  but 
the  greater  part  retained  the  arms  and  exercife  of  their 
native  country,  and  were  permitted  to  continue  the 
mode  of  warfare  they  had  been  accuitomed  to  from 
early  infancy.  A  certain  proportion  of  thefe  AuxiK* 
aries  was  allotted  to  every  legion ;  and  ten  miKtary 
^gi&es  pf  tlic  largeft,  and  fifty-five  of  a  fmaller  fize, 
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rendered  it  complete  withia  itfelfj^  and  equaUj  caipubl^ 
of  undertaking  the  operations  of  a  fiege,  %s  it  wa3L 
before  of  difputing  the  field  of  battle. 

The  camp  of  a  Homan  ^legion  was  alike  celebrated 
for  its  perfeft  regularityji  as  the  foldier?  were  for  t;hc^ 
exadlnef?  of  their  difcipline.     Its  fojrm  was  9  quadran- 
gle ^  and  a  fquare  of  ahout  feven  hyndred  yards,  we 
may  calculate,  was  fufficient  fpace  -for  the  encamp-: 
ment  of  twenty  thoufand  men.    The  px^orium,  or 
General's  tent,  in  the  middle,  rofe  above  the  reft  i 
diftinft  and  different  quarters  were  occupied  by  the. 
Cavalry,  Infantry,  an4  Auxiliaries.    The  ftreets  weref 
broad,  and  between  the  tents  and  fur  rounding  rani-, 
part  was  left  a  vacancy  of  two  hundred  feet:  the 
height  of  the  rampart  was  generally  twelve  feet,  de-, 
fended  by  a  ditch  of  the  fame  depth  and  breadth^  an4 
further  fegured  by  a  ftrong  line  pf ,  palifades.    The 
legions,  early  inured  to  labour,  wer^  accuftomed  to 
fortify  their  camp  with  their  own  hands,  and  were- 
taught  to  confider  the  ufe  pf  the  pick-axe  and  fpade 
equally  neceffa^y  with  the- javelin  or  fword.     When, 
the  fignal  of  departure  was  given  by  found  of  trumpet,, 
the  foldiers  fell  filently  into  their  ranks,  without  delay 
or   confufion.     To  the  weight  of  their  arms,  were, 
added  kitchen  furniture,  the  inftruments  of  fortifica-* 
tion,    and  prpvifion  for  feveral  days.;,  yet,  beneath 
this  accumulated  burthen,  they  were  trained  to  march 
ufually  twenty  miles  within  fix.  hours.     Qn  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  enemy,  they  difencumbered  themfelves 
of  their  baggage,  and  readily  ranged  themfelves  into 
order  of  battle :  The  {lingers  a^d  archers  in  the  yan^ 
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the  military  engines  in  the  fear ;  the  auxiliar ie$-foTni« 
ed  the  firft  h'ne,  the  legions  the  fecondj  atid  the 
cavalry -covered  the  flanks. 

,  §uch  were  the  arts  by  which  the  Romans  extended 
their  conqu^fts^  and  attained  the  palm  of  vidory }  and 
the  concurring  teftimonies  of  different  authors,  enable 
VS  to  defcribe  them  with  ptecifK)n,  But  when  wc 
turn  from  their  difcipline  to  their  numbers^  we  mud 
indulge  furmifei .  and  hazard  conjefture.  The  legion, 
with  its  attendant  auxiiiaries,  might  confift  of  about 
twelve  thopfand  five  hundred  men  ;  the  (landing  army 
of  Hadrian  and  his  iucceflbrs  was  compofed  of  thirty 
legionsjj  and  the  aggregate  amount  will  confequently 
be  three  hundred  and  fcventy-five  thoufand  men..  The 
itations  of  thefe  along  the  frontiers  of  the  empire  were 
generally  fixed  and  permanent ;  and  the  diilributiou 
<rf  them>  ats  far  as  hiftory  ^enables  us  to  decide^  wa«  ^ 
probably  in  the  following  proportion.  Three  legions 
Vere  affigned  to  Britain;  the  Rhine  land  Danube  were 
defended  by  fi:$teen ;  of  thefe,  two  protefted  the 
Lower>  and  three  the  Upper  Germany }  oxie  in  Rhs^ 
tia,  one  in  Noricum,  four,  in  Pannonia,  three  ia 
lilasTia,  and  two  in  Dacia.  The/ banks  of  the  Eu- 
plirates  were  !  guarded  by  eight  legions,  fix  in  Syria, 
^d  two  in  C^ppadocia  \  Egypt,  Africa,  and  Spain, 
remote  from  ganger,  each  maintained  but  a  fi^gl^ 
legion  ;  and  .tfee  fecurityx)f  Italy  was  provided  for  by. 
the  Gity  cohorts  and  Pretorian  guards,  in  number 
^out  twenty  thoufand,  armed  and  accoutred  fimihr 
to  the  legions,  and  differing  from  them  only  in  more 
Relaxed  difcipli^i^* 
'  ^  The 
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The  navy  of  Rome  would  have  appeared  in  the  ey« 
of  modern  Europe,  far  inadequate  to  her  greatnefs, 
and  unworthy  of  her  Empire :  but  the  ambition  of  the 
Romans  was  confined  to  the  land }  nor  did  they  pofiefs 
that  enterprizing  fpirit  of  navigation^  fo  necefiary  to 
the  eftablilhment  of  a  maritime  power.  In  the  Punic 
wars  a  naval  force  had  been  formed  with  difficulty, 
and  was  at  lafl:  crowned  with  fuccefs ;  and  the  impra^ 
dence  of  Antony  rifked  his  fame  and  fortune  on  the 
engagement  at  Adium.  Yet  the  Romans  never  could 
be  induced  to  confider  the  fea  as  their  proper  departs 
ment ;  and  though  their  dominion  over  it  was  exten- 
five  and  undifputed,  they  ftill  continued  to  regard  the 
ocean  as  an  objefl:  rather  of  terror  than  curiofity :  the 
policy  of  their  Emperors  extended  no  farther  than  toi 
fecure  the  peaceful  navigation  of  it ;  and  content  with, 
protefting  the  neceffary  commerce  of  their  fubjedb, 
they  cautioufly  refrained  from  exploring  the  remote 
coafts  of  the  unfrequented  main.  Two  fleets  were 
ftationed  by  Auguftus  in  the  moft  convenient  ports  of 
Italy ;  the  one  at  Ravenna  on  the  Adriatic,  the  other 
at  Mifenum  in  the  bay  of  Naples.  Thefe  fleets  were 
compofed  of  gaUies  of  two  or  three  ranks  of  oars,  and 
to  each  of  the  fquadrons  he  attached  feveral  thoufand 
marines.  A  naval  force  was  alfo  maintained  at  Frejus, 
on  the  coaft  of  Provence,  and  the  Euxine  was  guarded 
by  forty  fliips  and  three  thoufand  foldiers.  The  com«« 
munication  between  Gaul  and  Britain,  and  the  navi* 
gallon  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  were  alfo  fecured  by 
an  adequate  armament.  If  we  therefore  add  the  pro- 
bable numbers  contained  ix\  the  Homan  Kleets  to  the 
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computed  account  of  their  land  army,  we  may  fix  the 
eftahiifliment  of  the  Roman  Empire  by  fea  and  land 
at  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men.  We  fliall 
now  endeavour  to  defcribe  the  fituation  and  extent  of 
|he  provinces  this  eftabliihrnent  was  allotted  to  defend* 
Spain.]  Spain,  limited  by  the  Pyrenasan  moun- 
tains, the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  was 
divided  by  Auguftus  into  three  provinces  j  Lufitania, 
Betica,  and  Tarraconenfis,  The  .fir  ft  comprifed  the 
greateft  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal ;  Grenada  and 
Andalufia  correfpond  with  the  fecond;  and  the  remain- 
der of  Spain  formed  the  laft,  which  from  the  name  of  i^ 
capital  was  called  Tarragona,  and  wasconfidered  as 
^he  moft:  confiderable  of  the  Roman  governments. 

Gaui,^]  Gaul,  contained  the  whole  country  be- 
tween the  Pyrenees,  the  vips,  the  Rhine,  ind  the 
Ocean  ;  befides  the.  prefent  dominions  of  France,  it 
included  the  Dutchy  of  Savoy,  the  cantons  of  Switz- 
erland, the  fpur  electorates  of  the  Rhine,  and  the 
v-»  territories  of  Liege,  JLuxemburgh,  Hainault,  Flanders^ 
and  Brabant,  iiuguftus,  in  the  diftribuiion  of  the 
legions,  introduced  a  divifion  of  Gaul.  The  colony 
pf  Karbonne  gave  its  name  to  the  trad  of  land  which 
jlretches  along  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean,  Lan* 
^uedoc,  Provence,  and  Dauphine.  Aquitaine  extend- 
ed from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  Loire  j  from  the  Loire  to 
the  Seine  was  Celtic  Gaul,  foon  known  by  the  title  of 
the.LyonneTe.  The  Belgic,  which  lay  beyond  the 
Seine,  had  been  in  earlier  times  bounded  only  by  the 
Rhine;  but  the  Germans  having  by  their  valour  con- 
quered part  of  the  Belgic  territory,  the  frontier  from 
^afiltoJUeydenwas  diftinguiihed  by  the  names  of  the 
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Upper  and  the  Lower  Germany.  Thus,  at  the  a'Gcein(»i 
of  Antoninus^  the  fix  provinces  of  Gaul  were,  the 
Narbonnefe,  Aquitaine,  the  Lyonnefe,  the  Belgic,  and 
the  two  Germanies. 

Britain-]  In  Britain  the  Romans  poffeffed  the 
entire  dominion  of  England,  Wales,  and  the  Lowlands 
of  Scotland,  as  far  as  the  Friths  of  Dunbarton  and 
Edinburgh, 

Italy,]  To  that  part  of  Europe  originally  ftyled 
Italy,'  the  Romans  by  conqueft  annexed  what  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  Lombardy ;  Genoa  was  inha- 
bited by  the  Ligurians,  Venice  was  yet  unborn  ;  but 
the  Venetians  then  held  that  portion  of  their  domains, 
which  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the  Adige.  The  Etrufcans 
and  the  Umbrians  poflefled  the  middle  pare  of  the 
peniofula,  now  the  Datchy  of  Tufcany  and  the  eccle- 
fiaftjcal  ftate*  From  the  Tyberto  the  frontiers  of 
Kaples  was  once  the  country  of  the  Sabines,  the 
Latins,  and  the  Volfci ;  Capua  and  Campania  are  now 
the  territory  of  Naples ;  the  Marfi,  the  Samnites,  the 
Apulians,  auad  the  Lucanians  divided  the  reft  of  the 
lungdom. 

The  Rhine  and  the  Danube  bounded  the  Roman 
provinces  in  Europe ;  the  ftream  of  the  latter  rifes 
within  thirty  miles  of  the  former,  and  its  courfe  to- 
yrards  the  fouth  gradually  increafes  in  depth  and  rapi«> 
dity  till  it  difcharges  its  accumulated  waters  into  thi} 
Euxine  Sea.  The  provinces  it  protects  were  generally 
known  by  the  appellation  of  Ulyricum,  and  are  parti- 
cularized by  the  names  of  Rhs^tia,  Noriciim,  Pan^ 
nonia,  Dalmatia,  Dacia,  Maefia,  Thrace,  Macedoniaj^ 
and  Greece*     The  greateft  part  of  the  province  of 
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Rhaetia  Acknowledges  the  fovercignty  of  the  EleSor 
of  Bavaria;,  the  reft,  the  free  city  of  Auglburgh 
excepted,  is  the  property  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
whofe  dominions  alfo  include  Noricum  and  Pantionia, 
EoW  ftylcd  Auftria,  Styria,  Caienthia,  Carniola,  the 
Lower  Hungary,  and  Sclavonia.  Dalmatia  is  partly 
fubjefl:  to  Venice,  and  the  reft  to  the  republic  of  Ra- 
gufa ;  the  mere  inland  parts  are  divided  betA*^een  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  and  the  Porte,  undisr  the  appelia* 
tions  of  Croatia  and  Bofnia.  Hungary  has  annexed 
to  her  territory  part  of  Dacia,  to  the  left  of  the  Da- 
nube ;  whilft  the  remainder,  with  /the  whole  province 
of  Maefia,  are  fubject  to  the  Turkifli  government. 
Thrace,  Macedonia,  and  Greece  are  poffeflTed  by  the 
fame  power,  and  diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of  Romelia. 
It  is  not  unworthy  to  paufe  a  moment  here,  and  refleft 
on  the  fate  of  nations,  and  the  tranfient  profperity  of 
empires.  Greece,  the  land  of  freedom,  the  parent  of 
heroes,  the  nurfe  of  philofophers,  who  when  (lie  bo':f  e4 
before  the  viftorious  arms,  refined  the  tafte  of  Rome, 
is  funk  the  flave  of  barbarous  fuperftition,  and  igno- 
rant defpotifm ;  whilft  the  fucceflbrs  of  Alexander^ 
whofe  rapid  vidories  overturned  the  Perfian  monarchy, 
and  deluged  Afia  with  blood,  are  doomed  to  footh 
the  pride,  and  feed  the  avarice  pf  fome  upftart  Turkifh 
Bafliaw  !  The  acquifitiotis  of  Lucullus  and  Pompey^ 
in  Afia,  and  even  the  fleeting.. qonquefts  qf  Trajan, 
have  all  yielded  to  the  fierce  followers  of'  Mahomet^ 
and  form  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Ottomyan  Porte. 
Syria,,  once  the  feat  of  royalty,  and  Ipng  the  eaftern 
frontier  gf  the  Roman  empire,  attrafts  only  the  curio* 
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fityof  the  traveller,  or  exerclies  the  fpecubtions  of 
the  philofopherj  whilft   Phenicia  and  Paleftine  de* 
ferted  and  deftitute,  feem  but  to  exift  in  their  former 
reputation.       It  is    needlefs  to  remind  the   reader, 
we  owe  the  ufeful   and  elegant   invention  of  let- 
ters   to  the   firft,    and  the  pure  dodlrine    of   the 
Chriftian  religion  to  the  laft.     Egypt,  renowned  for 
myftic  fcience    and    fplendid   literary  pre-eminence, 
flow   groans    beneath    the   iron   rod    of    delegated 
authority,  and  is  an  appendage  to  the  Turkifli  go- 
vernment ;  her  redundant  Nile  overflows  to  fill  the 
Goffers  of  capricious  tyranny  and  fanguinary  oppreflSon. 
On  the  coaft  of  Africa,  Carthage,  formerly  the  rival  of 
Rome,  is  poffeffed  by  the  States  of  Tripoli  and  Tunis ; 
Kumidia,  once  the  kingdom  of  the  celebrated  Mafi- 
niffa  and  the  crafty  Jugurtha,  obeys  the  arbitrary  nod 
of  the  Dey  of  Algiers.     Fez  is  the  Mauritania  of  the 
ancients  j  and  the  ruins  of  a  city   founded  by  the 
lR.omans,  are  ftill  to   be  difcerned  amidft  dominions 
doomed  to  experience  the  favage  ferocity  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco.     Of  the  iflands  which  acknow- 
ledged the  authority  of  Rome,  Majorca  and  Minorca 
both  belong  to  Spain ;  Sardinia  and  Sicily  are  govern-* 
ed  by  Italian  Princes ;  Corlica  has  been  fubdued,  and 
almoft  depopulated,  by  the  ambition  of  France ;  the 
reft  have  fubmitted  to  the  viflorious  arms  of  the  Turks, 
except  Malta,  Avhich  ftill  continues  to  baf&e  the  force 
and  brave  the  indignation  of  the  Ottoman  powier.  But 
though  fo  many  powerful  Idngdoms,  founded  on  the 
wreck  of  provinces  once  tributary  to  Rome,  mult 
imprefs  us  i^ith  admiration  and  aftonifliment,  yet  we 
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cannot  permit  to  paf$  unnoticed  her  vanity,  in  con- 
founding her  empire  with  the  extent  of  the  globe  of 
the  earth.  From  the  mod  accurate  furvey  of  it,  we 
miy  calculate  the  Roman  empire  to  have  extended 
three  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  two  thoufand  ia 
breadth ;  an  aftonifliing  territory,  when  we  alfo  confider 
it  coniprized  the  moft  fertile  and  heft  cultivated  part  of 
the  known  world  :  yet  the  union  and  internal  prof- 
perity  of  Rome,  during  the  age  of  the  Antonines, 
though  they  may  not  excite  the  fame  immediate  fen- 
fation  of  furprize,  will  be  equjally  worthy  the  enquiry 
of  the  hiftorian,  and  the  attention  of  the  philofopher. 
The  wifdom  and  equity  of  the  laws  united  the  pro- 
vinces in  ready  obedience  to  the  Roman  fway ;  a  tem^ 
porary  deviation  from  them  might  perhaps  harrafs  or 
or  opprefs  for  a  moment,  but  the  welfare  of  the  pub» 
lie  foon  induced  the  reftoration  of  a  fyftem  framed  to 
promote  the  general  happinefs  and  tranquillity.  The 
arts  and  fciences,  encouraged  and  rewarded  with  a 
liberal  hand,  adorned  and  informed  thofe  realms 
which  difcipline  and  valour  had  fubdued ;  the  natives 
and  inhabitants  mingled  with  the  Romans ;  they  were 
permitted  Jo  enjoy  unmolefted,  the  religious  tenets  of 
their  ancedors,  and  might  indifcriminately  afpire  to, 
and  partake  the  honours  and  advantages  of  their  con^ 
querors.  The  religion  of  Rome,  though  founded  in 
error,  conduced  in  no  trivial  degree  to  eftablifh  unani- 
mity ;  the  multitude  of  deities,  and  various  modes  of 
worfhip  which  were  univerfally  tolerated,  precluded 
difcordant  controVerfy,  and  cherifhed  mutual  induU 
gence.     The  fages  who  bad  enlightened  by  their 
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knowledge,  the  heroes  who  had  advanced  by  theif 
tourage,  the  fame  and  reputation  of  their  country^ 
Were  readily  enrolled  amongft  the  gods ;  and  a  glori- 
6u$  death  was  frequently  fuppofed  to  transform  the 
expiring  warrior  into  an  immortal  divinity.  The  Ita^ 
Iran  who  reverenced  the  majefty  of  Jupiter  in  the  capi- 
tolj  derided  not  the  Perfian,  who  proftrated  himfelf 
before  the  dawning  rays  of  the  fun.  The  purer  light 
of  Chriftianity  enables  us  to  deteft  the  fallacy  of  this 
multifarious  worffiip,  and  we  cannot  but  fmile  at  a 
religion  where  every  vice,  as  well  as  virtue,  had  its 
refpedive  altar  and  protecting'  deity. 

The  philofophers,  indifferent  to  the  modes  of  wor- 
fliip  and  fenfible  of  the  imperfedions  of  heathen  my* 
thology,  confined  their  fpeculations  to  the  nature  of 
man.  The  four  moft  celebrated  fchools  confifted  of 
the  Stoics  and  Platonifts,  the  Academics  and  Epicu- 
reans. Of  the  two  firft,  the  Stoic  pHilofopher  indulged 
In  the  contemplation  of  original  matter,  whilft  the  dif- 
ciple  of  Plato  inculcated  the  idea  of  immaterialityk 
Of  the  two  laft,  the  modeft  Academic  was  loft  in 
Icepticifm,  but  the  hardier  .follower  of  Epicurus  denied 
the  providence  of  a  fupreme  power ;  yet,  though  in 
their  writings  and  converfation  they  afferted  the  dig-, 
nity  of  reafon,  they  all  concurred  in  accommodating 
to  the  commands  of  law  and  cuftom  J  they  jSradifed 
ceremonies  they  daily  ridiculed,  and'  frequented  the 
temples  of  gods,  whofe  exiftence  they  rejeded.  ^  The 
magiftrates,  from  the  nature  of  their  education,  early 
imbibed  the  principles  of  philofophy  ;  and  as  they 
valued  religion  only  as  conneded  with  civil  govern- 
ment. 
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taetit,  and  were  convinced  that  in  every  country  the 
form  of  fuperftition,  fanftloned  by  time  and  expericncCj 
v^as  bed  adapted  to  the  climate  and  inhabitants,  no 
motive  remained  for  narrow-minded  perfecution.  Ava- 
rice might  fometimes  induce  them  to  defpoil  the 
temples  of  the  vanquiflied,  but  the  ftatue  of  the  deity 
was  fafe,  unlefs  fafliioned  by  the  hand  of  tafte,  or 
ornamented  by  the  oftentatious  zeal  of  opulence.  The 
power  of  the  Druids  in  Gaul,  as  politically  dangerous, 
was  fuppreffed  by  fucceffive  Emperors ;  human  facri- 
fices  were  interdifted,  but  the  more  inoffenlive  mode 
oi  worfhip,  with  the  doftrines  and  altars,  were  re- 
tained with  impunity.  In  Rome  indeed,  the  capital 
of  this  vaft  monarchy,  reftriftions  frequently  were  im- 
pofed  on  this  variety  of  foreign  rites  ;  the  niyftic  fu- 
perftition  of  Egypt  was  often  prohibited;  the  propa- 
gators of  it,  and  profelytes  to  it,  repeatedly  banifhed. 
But  this  limitation  of  exotic  devotion  was  not  peculiar 
to  the  miftrefs  of  the  empire ;  every  city  poffeffed  the 
fame  prerogative  of  limiting  or  excluding  alien  cere- 
monies, and  prefer ving  the  purity  of  its  own.  Under  the 
Flavian  family  a  more  enlarged  policy  took  place,  and 
the  gods  of  every  nation  enjoyed  their  temples,  and 
accepted  the  offerings  of  their  followers  in  unnio- 
lefted  magnificence,  amidfl  the  tutelar  deities  of 
Kome. 

But  no  inconfiderable  portion  of  Roman  fuccefs  is 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  policy  with  which  flie  adopted 
Tirtue  and  merit  for  her  own.  The  pride  of  Sparta 
and  Athens,  in  maintaining  the  purity  of  their  citizens, 
had  haftened  their  inevitable  decline  amidft  the  triumph 
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of  their  vidlorics  j  but  the  fagacity  and  ambition  of 
Rome  opened  her  arms  to  every  ufeful  quality ;  and 
the  ingenious  flave,  or  enterprifing  barbarian^  was 
equally  allowed  to  partake  the  advantages  of  naturali- 
zation. The  indulgence  fee  fcc^ned  to  be. compelled 
to,  (he  liberally  beftowed ;  the  Samnites  and  Lucanians 
acquired  by  her  favour,  what  they  had  not  been  able  to 
attain  by  their  arms  ;  and  the  privil^es  of  Rome,  at 
lafl;  were  extended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  empire. 
Yet  the  progrefs  of  this  undiftinguifhing  extenfion  was 
flow,  and  the  wifeft  emperors  guarded  with  vigilant 
jealoufy  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  name.  Italy  long 
continued  to  claim  at  lead  the  refidence  of  the  Empe* 
rors  and  the  Senate ;  and  an  exemption  from  taxes 
and  arbitrary  governors  was  the  recompenfe  of  early 
and  former  virtue.  The  provinces,  the  colonies,  and 
.  muncipal  towns  were  tardily  and  cautioufly  afibciated  ki 
the  advantages  of  the  parent  ftate;  and  even  in  the 
time  of  the  Antonines  we  find  the  freedom  of  the  city 
accompanied  with  very  folid  benefits :  the  fecurity  of 
the  Roman  laws  in  the  important  articles  of  marriage, 
reftaments,  and  inheritances,  and  the  road  of  fortune 
opened  to  the  footfteps  of  afpiring  capacity  or  ambitious 
merit.  Nor  were  the  Romans  infenfible  of  the  in« 
fluence  of  language,  but  endeavoured  to  extend  with 
their  arms  the  ufe  of  the  Latin  tongue.  The  weft 
received  the  imprefiions  of  knowledge  and  pblitenefs 
with  facility ;  throughout  Africa,  Spain,  Gaul,  Britain 
and  Pannonia,  the  language  of  Virgil  and  Cicero  was 
fuccefsfuUy  imitated,  and  g<eineraUy  adopted;  but 
Greece  maintained  a  more  failidiotts  referve,  and  vain 
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of  native  inftitutions  and  literary  reputation,  defpifed 
the  manner^  of  thofe  whofe  arms  {he  was  unable  to 
refill.  A  variety  of  Grecian  colonies,  extending  from 
the  Hadriatic  to  the  Euphrates  and  Nile,  diffUred  her 
language  and  fentiments ;  and  Rome  herfelf  acknow- 
ledged the  elegance  of  the  latter,  though  her  jedoufy 
inflexibly  excluded  the  ufe  of  the  farmer.  The  na- 
tives of  Syria  and  Egypt,  flothfully  effeminate  and  ful- 
lenly  ferocious,  preferved  their  original  dialects,  and 
fecluded  themfelves  with  perfevering  obftinacy  from 
the  poliflied  arts  of  fociety  and  the  proferred  advantages 
of  commerce :  in  the  reign  of  Septimius  Severus,  an 
Egyptian  was  firfl:  admitted  into  the  Roman  fenate. 

But  amidft  the  general  profperity  which  marked  the 
nations  of  the  empire,  one  unhappy  condition  of  men  is 
entitled  to  our  confideration  and  pity.  In  the  earlier 
ages  of  Rome,  the  domeftic  flaves  confifted  of  barba- 
rian captives,  taken  by  the  chance  of  war,  and  pur- 
chafed  at  a  triding  price ;  but  when  the  dominion  of 
Rome  had  embraced  the  greateft  part  of  the  habitable 
globe,  the  fource  of  fupply  flowed  with  lefs  abundance, 
and  the  Romans  were  reduced  to  the  more  tedious 
method  of  propagation;  the  value  of  the  flave  was 
confequently  enhanced,  and  intered  induced  the  maf- 
t«r  to  treat  with  humanity  what  formed  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  x)f  bis  property.  The  edids  of  Hadrian 
and  the  Antonines  extended  the  protedion  of  the  laws,, 
to  this  miferable  race  of  mankind  ;  and  the  power  of 
life  and  deaths  long  exercifed  and  abufed,  was  taken 
out  of  a  private  hands,  and  entrufted  with  the  magif- 
tratcs.    On*  an  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  juftice,  a 
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proof  of  .improper  treatment  was  produdive  of  free- 
dom, or  lead  a  change  of  mafters.  Nor  were  they  • 
entirely  deprived  of  the  confolation  of  hope  ;  enfran-^ 
chifement  was  frequently  the  reward  of  a  few  year^ 
diligence  and  fidelity.  The,flave  acquired  with  his 
liberty  an  admiffion  into  the  political  fociety  of  which 
his  mafter  was  a  member;  but  this  diftinftion  was  con- 
fined to  fuch  as  were  folemnly  enfranchifed  with  the 
approbation  of  the  magiftrate,  and  even  thefe  were 
excluded  from  civil  and  military  honours ;  nor  wete 
the  traces  of  ferviliry  obliterated  till  the  third  or  fourth 
generation.  The  number  of  Roman  flaves  has  never 
been  calculated  with  any  degree  of  precifion  ;  we  can 
only  obferve,  that  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  a  freed- 
man  whofe  fortune  had  been  greatly  impaired  by  the 
civil  wars,  left  behind  him  four  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fixteen  flaves ;  and  we  may  alfo  infer  the  prodi- 
gious amount  of  them  from  the  intention  of  diftinguih- 
ingthem  by  a  peculiar^  habit  being  laid  afide,  left 
they  fliould  become  acquainted  with  their  own 
ftrength. 

Nor  is  it  a  matter  of  lefs  difficulty  to  afcertain  with 
accuracy,  the  number  of  fubjefts  which  fubmitted  to 
the  laws  of  Rome.  When  Claudius  was  cenfor,  the 
Roman  citizens  amounted  to  fix  millions  nine  hundred 
and  forty -five  thoufand}  and  if  we  add  an  ade- 
quate proportion  of  women  and  children,  we  cannot 
eftimate  them  at  lefs  than  twenty  millions  of  fouls*  The 
provincials  might  probably  amount  to  double  the 
number,  and  the  flaves  poflibly  equalled  the  aggre- 
gate account  of  citizens  and  free  inhabitants :  thefe 

together. 


fHE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  CI 

together,  will  fwell   the  whole  to  one  hundred  and  \ 
twenty  milHons  of  perfons  ;  but  this,  like  every  other  I 
calculation  of  the  kind,  muft  chiefly  be  the  offspring 
of  conjeSure, 

The  different  nations  accufto'med  to  obedience,  were 
at  lad  blended  into  one  great  jieople  ;  and  the  van- 
quiOied  refigned  the  hope,  and  even  the  wilh  of  rc- 
fuming  -their  independence.  Doraeftic  peace  and  in- 
ternal quiet  promoted  the  etnbellifliment  of  dominions 
acquired  by  turbulent  ambition  and  deftruftive  con- 
queft  ;  and  the  prince  and  people,  delivered  from  the 
toils  of  war,  devoted  their  leifure  and  wealth  to  im* 
prove  and  adorn  the  Roman  empire.  The  ravages 
of  time  and  barbarifm  have  not  entirely  effaced  the  - 
marks  of  Roman  magnificence  ;  and  the  ruins  fcatter^ 
ed  over  the  face  of  Italy,  proclaim  the  opulence  and 
fplendour  of  the  miftrefs  of  the  world.  The  temples 
of  Mars  and  Jupiter,  the  porticoes  of  Livia  and  Oftavia, 
with  the  public  libraries,  and  the  theatre  of  Mar-  . 
cellus,'prove  the  elegant  tafte  of  Auguftus  5  aud  the 
capacious  foul  of  his  friend  Agrippa  is  pourtrayed  in 
the  immortal  monument  of  the  Pantheon.  The  oeco- 
nomy  of  Vefpafian  yielded  to  the  laudable  defire  of 
ornamenting  the  capital ;  >and  the  works  of  Trajan  are 
defcriptive  of  his  lofty  and  commanding  genius.  Ha- 
drian not  only  patronifed  the  arts,  but  was  an  artifl: 
himfelf;  and  the  Antonines  equally  encouraged  this 
defign  of  the  architeft  and  the  chiffel  of  the  ftatuary, 
with  the  learning  of  the  fage  and  the  precepts  of  the 
philofopher^    Private  liberality  was  awakened  by  im^ 
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perial  magnificence  j  Pliny's  letters  atteft  his  imriemlt- 
ting   attention  and  extcnfive  donations  to  works  of 
public  utility  and  grandeur  i  and  Herodes  \Atticus,  a 
private  citizen  of  Athens,  is   recorded  to  have  con- 
tributed three  hundred  myriads  of  drachms  (about  a 
hundred  thoufand  pounds)  towards  the  conftruflion 
of  an  aquedu6t  at  Troas.     The  ruins  of  the  Stadium 
at  Athens  ftill  preferve  the  fame  of  his  tafte,  and  are  a 
broken  monument  of  his  munificence ;    whilft  Co- 
rinth, Delphi,  and  Thermopylae,  in  the  ereftion  of 
baths,  theatres,  and  temples,  declare  the  aftonifliing 
and  almoft  incredible  amount  of  his  treafures.     Yet 
during  the  common- wealths  of  Athens  and  Rorne^ 
the  fkill  of  the  artifl:  and  the  opulence  of  the  citizen 
-  were  dedicated  folely  to  public  ornament.     The  mo- 
deft  fimplicity  of  private  houfes  was  agreeably  contraft- 
ed  with  the  grandeur  of  public  edifices  j  and  whilft 
the  contraded  and  unadorned  retreats  of  domeftic  life 
befpoke  the  equality,  the  lofty  and  fuperb  temples  of 
the 'gods  proclaimed  the  piety  of  the  people:  even 
when  Rome  yielded  to  the  fceptre  of  monarchy,  the 
fpirit  which  formerly  impelled  the  free  citizen  of  the 
republic  was  ftill  to  be  difcerned  in  the  majeftic  ftruc- 
tures  of  the  dependent  fubjefl:.     The  moft  virtuous  of 
the  emperors  difplayed  their  fuperiority  in  ftupendous 
works  of  nationdl  honour ;  and  the  proud  deCgns  of 
native  architefture  were  adorned  by  the  moft  beautiful 
produdlions  of  Grecian  painting  and  fculpture.     The 
Forum  of  Tr^ajan  was  in  form  a  quadrangle,  and  was 
furrounded  with  a  portico*    The  column  of  marble 
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in  the  middle^  exhibited  an  exaA  reprefentation  of  his 
Dacian  vi6tories ;  and  the  height  of  it,  one  hundred 
and  ten  feet^  was  the  fame  with  the  hill  which  had 
been  removed  to  eredl  it.  But  the  folidiiy  of  execu- 
tion in  conftruding,  and  the  ufeful  purpofes  they  were 
deftined  to,  give  the  aquedufts  a  preference  over  the 
other  monuments  of  Rom^n  genius  and  power  -,  and 
the  diftant  plains  of  Afia  and  Africa,  once  covered 
vnih  floufifhing  cities,  derived  their  fuppHes  of  frefli 
water  from  thefe  immenfe  and  artificial  refources. 

We  have  already  attempted  to  compute  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  defcribe  the  public  works  of  the  Roman 
empire ;  it  now  remains  to  explore  the  number  and 
greatnefs  of  lier  cities.  The  fcattered  fragments  of 
biftory  aflford  a  doubtful  light  tp  guide  our  refearches; 
and  we  rouft  be  captious,  left  we  are  betrayed  into  erT 
jror  by  the  vanity  of  the  hiftorian,  or  the  inaccuracy 
of  his  language.  Ancient  Italy  is  faid  to  have  con- 
tained eleven  hundred  and  ninety-feven  cities ;  and 
we  have  reafon  to  imagine  it  equally  populous  in  the 
age  of  the  Antoninjss,  with  any  period  before  or  after. 
The  remains  of  Verona  ftill  bear  teftimony  to  its  for- 
mer grandeur  ;  yet  Verona  was  confidered  as  inferior 
to  Aquileia,  Fadua,  Milan,  or  Ravenna. 

Britain  had  already  began  to  emerge  from  rude 
obfcurity.  York  was  the  feat  of  government,  and 
received  the  laft  breath  o,f  the  Emperor  Severus# 
London  afferted  the  fuperiority  of  her  fituation  for 
commerce ;  and  Bath,  as  now^  was  celebrated  for 
her  falubrious  waters  and  medicinal  fprings.  Twelve 
hundred  cities  oyerfpread  the  face  of  Gaulj  yet,  if 
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we  are  to  judge  from  the  ftate  of  Paris,  the  northern 
parts  could  boaft  but  little' fplendour.  The  fouthern 
provinces  indeed  rivalled  the  elegance  of  It^ly  j  and 
MarfeiUes,  Narbonne,  Thouloufe,  Bourdeaux,  Lyons, 
Treves,  and  Vienna  difplayed  an  appearance  of  wealth 
and  profperity,  perhaps  not  to  be  furpaffed  by  their 
prefent  condition^  Spain  has  little  to  attra£k  the  curi. 
ofity  or  admiration  of  the  traveller  but  what  fhe  owes 
to  the  magnificence  of  antiquity  j  and  the  eye  employ- 
ed in  facing  the  ruins  of  ancient  architedture,  is  feldom 
diverted  from  its  objeft  by  the  admiration  of  modern 
grandeur.  Pliny,  .in  a  minute  account  of  it,  diftin- 
guifhes  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  and  fixty  cities ; 
and  the  pains  beftowed  in  the  refpeftive  defcription  of 
each  city,  will  not  permit  us  to  doubt  the  authenticity 
of  it.  The  authority  of  Carthage,  in  Africa,  was  ex- 
tended over  three  hundred  cities  j  nor  is  it  probable 
their  numbers  declined,  when  annexed  to  the  domin- 
ion of  Rome.  In  Afia,  the  wandering  Arab  or  op-- 
prefled  peafant  finds  (helter  amidft  the  ruin  of  palaces } 
and  that  b^rbarifm  which  has  defolated  the  land,  has 
preferved  from  depredation  the  (lately  ftrudures  of 
the  ancients.  Five  hundred  cities,  embelliflied  with 
every  refinement  of  art,  once  adorned  this  quarter  of 
the  globe  j  and  among  thefe  Pergamus,  Smyrna,  and 
JEphefus  long  difputed  with  each  other  the  titular  pri* 
macy  of  Afia.  Antioch  and  Alexandria,  the  capitals 
pf  Syria  and  Egypt,  yielded  only  to  the  imperial  ma^ 
jefty  of  Rome. 

The  roads  which  conneded  thefe  cities  with  each 
pther,  were  formed  and  maintained  with  care  and  at* 
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tention ;  regular  mile  ftones  afccrtained  the  interme-' 
diate  diftance,  and  mountains  were  interfefted,  and 
arches  thrown  over  rivers,  to  render  the  communica- 
tion convenient.  Thefe  precautions  not  only  promoted 
an  eafy  intefcourfe,  but  alfo  facilitated  the  march  of 
the  legions^  nor  was  any  province  confidered  as  com- 
pjetely  fubdued,  till  open  on  every  fide  to  accefs. 

The  EmpejorSj  confcious  of  the  utility  of  receiving 
intelligence,  and  conveying  their  orders  with  rapidity, 
eftablifhed  regular  pofts  throughout  their  dominions  ; 
houfes  were  eredted  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  Xix  miles 
from  each  other,  and  every  houfc  was  provided  with 
forty  horfes  ;  but  the  ufe  of  them  was  generally  con- 
fined to  thofe  who  travelled  with  the  Imperial  mandatCi 
The  Emperor  Claudius  conftrufted  the  port  of  Oftia, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber  ;  from  Rome  to  Oftia  was 
but  fixteen  mile^,  and  a  favourable  breeze  from  this 
port  carried  veffels  in  feven  days  to  the  Columns  of 
Herculus,  and  in  ten  to  Alexandria;  and  the  com- 
munication by  fea  was  equally  open  as  by  land. 

The  produftions  of  the  eaft,  long  the  feat  of  art 
and  luxury,  were  gradually  introduced  into  the  wef- 
tern  countries  of  Europe.  Agriculture  was  extended, 
and  the  warlike  difpofition  of  the  rude  barbarian  gave 
place  to  the  labour  of  hufbandry  and  a  general  fpirit 
of  induftry  ;  almoft  all  the  flowers,  fruits  and  herbs 
which  adorn  European  gardens,  were  imported  from 
foreign  climates.  Sicily  produced  the  vine  in  the 
time  of  Homer,  but  it  was  unimproved  by  (kill,  and 
the  juice  harfli  and  unpalatable ;  yet  in  the  time  of 
Pliny,  Rome  W48  celebrated  for  the  fuperior  flavoiir 
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of  her  wines.  This  bleffing  was  foon  communicated 
throughout  GauU  and  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  the 
tineyards  of  Burgundy  were  planted  in  the  age  of 
the  Antonlnes.  The  olive  was  cultivated  with  fimilar 
;ittention  and  equal  fuccefs,  and  from  Italy  and  Africa 
fpread  through  Spain  and  Gaul  \  to  the  latter  of  thefe, 
flax,  the  growth  of  Egypt,  was  alfo  tranfported.  Ar- 
tificial grafies,  particularly  the  lucerne,  afTured  a 
-r  plentiful  fupply  for  the  flocks  and  herds.  Mines  were 
explored^  and  fi(heries  eftablifhed ;  and  whild  they 
contributed  tp  the  wealth  and  luxury  of  the  rich,  af- 
forded fubfiftence  to  the  induftrious  poor. 

With  agriculture,  manufadtures  encreafed ;  the 
inateriak  of  nature  were  fabricated  by  the  hand  of 
art ;  and  though  many  of  thefe  refinements  were  ar- 
raigned as  fuperfi]aou$  and  pernicious,  yet  the  pleafures 
of  the  opulent  are  a  voluntary  tax  for  the  benefit  of 
the  diligent  mechanic,  and  the  fkilful  artift ;  and  it  is 
not  till  the  circulation  is  extended  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  empire,  that  it  becomes  dangerous :  yet  the 
luxury  of  Rome  was  not  to  be  confined  within  thefe 
bounds,  however  ample.  Furs  from  Scytbia,  and 
carpets  from  Babylon  \  amber  from  the  fhores  of  the 
Baltic  to  the  Danube,  and  precious  ilones,  filk,  and 
aromatics  from  the  eaft,  were  purchafed  with  the  fil- 
ler, or  exchanged  for  jthe  gold  of  the  empire.  The 
annual  lofs  of  this  trade  has  been  computed  as  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds'fterling ;  yet  difadvantageous 
as  it  feems,  the  produce  of  the  mines  abundantly  fup- 
plied  the  demands  of  commerce.  But  though  the  tran« 
^uil  and  plentiful  ftate  of  the  empire  was  felt  and  confefT* 
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ed  by  the  provincials  a9  well  as  Romans,  though  the  Ia« 
tent  caufes  of  decay  and  corruption  might  efcape  the 
eye  of  contemporaries,  yet  Rome  was  gradually  declin- 
ing, and  flowly  verging  towards  diflblution.  A  fecret 
poifon  had  been  introduced  by  long  peace  and  lethar- 
gic  inaftivity  into  the  very  bowels  of  the  cnipirc- 
Military  fpirit  no  longer  exifted ;  the  fire  of  enterpriza 
was  extinguiflied,  and  the  commanding  genius  of 
Rome  forfook  the  polluted  habitations  of  a  luxurious 
and  effeminate  people.  The  improvement  of  arts,^ 
whilft  it  refined,  had  gradually  enervated  the  country ; 
the  fplendour  of  their  cities  ferved  only  to  allure  the 
impending  rapacity  of  a  hardy  race  of  barbarians. 
The  natives  of  part  of  Europe  were  ftill  indeed  brave 
and  robuft ;  and  though  Italy,  funk  in  iloth,  trem* 
bled  at  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  yet  Spain,  Gaul, 
Britain,  and  Illyricunt  fupplied  the  legions  with  excel* 
lent  (bldiers.  But  even  thefe  no  longer  were  anima- 
ted by  that  public  courage,  the  offspring  of  indepen- 
dence, and  •  the  child  of  national  honour ;  and  the 
fevere  difcipline  and  perfonal  valour  of  a  mercenary 
army  were  entrufted  with  the  important  defence  of 
the  empire.  The  mod  daring  and  ambitibus  reforted 
to  the  ftandard  of  the  emperors,  and  royal  favor  or 
difcernment  proportioned  the  reward  of  the  foldier,  or 
gratified  the  expedations  of  his  leader. 

The  love  of  letters,  by  the  patronage  and  encou- 
ragement of  Hadrian  and  the  Antonines,  was  diffiifed 
throughout  the  extent  of  the  empire.  The  northern 
ihores  of  Britain  acknowledged  the  charms^  and  court- 
ed the  embraces  of  rhetorick ;  whilft  the  remote  banks 
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of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  refounded  with  the  glowing 
lines-  of  Homer  and  Virgil.  The  Greeks  fuccefsfully 
cuhivated  the  fciences  of  phyCc  and  aftronomy ;  and 
the  produftions  6{  Ptolemy  and  Galen  are  yet  refpedt- 
ed  and  confulted :  yet  the  fire  of  original  genius  no 
longer  invigorated  with  its  warmth,  or  aftonifhed  with 
its  luftre.  Cold  and  fervile  imitations  charafterized 
the  indolence  of  the  age,  and  a  body  without  vigour 
contained  a  mind  without  imagination ;  the  uniform 
fyftem  of  foreign  education  fettei^ed  the  expreflions 
and  fancy  of  the  provincials,  and  the  natives  of  Italy 
were  content  to  admire,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  emu- 
late the  merits  of  their  anceftors.  During  this  unpro* 
duftive  period  the  inimitable  humour  of  Lucian  alone 
claims  the  praife  of  original  compofition.  The  tenets 
of  the  ancient  philofophers  were  received  with  blind 
deference  and  unqualified^  fubmiflion ;  the  name  of 
poet  was  almoft  forgotten,  and  the  artificial  fophift 
affumed  the  feat  of  the  energetic  orator. 

About  the  middle  of  the  third  century  of  the  chrif- 
tian  aera,  the  fublirae  Longinus,  a  native  of  the  effe* 
minate  eaft,  and  the  flave  of  female  defpotifm,  with  a 
genius  fuperior  to  birth  or  fituation,  thus  laments  the 
degeneracy  of  his  contemporaries.  "  In  the  fame 
*'  manner  (fays  he)  as  fome  children  always  remain 
*^  pigmies,  whofe  infant  limbs  have  been  too  clofely 
*'  confined ;  thus  our  tender  minds,  fettered  by  the 
**  prejudices,  and  habits  of  a  juftfervitude,  are  unable 
*'  to  expand  themfelves  or  to  attain  that  well  proportion- 
'<«  ed  greatnefs  which  we  admire  in  the  ancients  ;  who 
*^  living  under  a  popular  government,  wrote  with  the 
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^*  fame  freedom  as  they  afted,*'  The  race  of  Romans 
had  been  long  finking  below  the  old  flandard  of  man- 
kind ;  it  was  referved  for  the  gigantic  ftrangers  from  the 
north  to  improve  the  pigmy  breed,  and  with  the  refto- 
ration  of  freedom  to  cultivate  the  productions  of  tafle,  - 
and  diffeminate  the  feeds  of  fcience. 
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CHAPTfiH   II. 

m  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE  IN  THE 
AGE  OF  THE  ANTONINES. 

JIn  whatever  (late  an  individual  unites  in  his  perfon 
the  execution  of  the  Iaws»  the  command  of  the  army^, 
and  the  management  of  the  revenue>  that  ftate  may 
be  termed  a  monarchy ;  the  name  afiumed  by  the 
foperlor  thus  invefted  is  of  little  confequence  to  the 
public  J  nor  will  it  avail  whether  this  aggregated  truft 
b  devolved  on  a  DiSator,  a  Triumvir,  or  a  King.  The 
ambition  of  the  firft  had  fubverted  the  Roman  confti* 
tofion;  the  cruelty  of  the  fecond  had  deluged  the 
empire  with  blood  :  but  the  fpirit  and  prejudice  of  the 
people  ft  ill  revolted  againft  the  title  of  the  third.  The 
▼iSory  of  Aftium  had  beftowed  the  fole  power  over 
the  Roman  world  on  Odavius,  furnamed  Caefar  by 
hi^  uncle>  and  Auguftus  by  the  fenate./  Forty-four 
veteran  legions  ferved  beneath  his  banners,  and  were 
attached  to  his  family  and  perfon.  The  province8^ 
weary  of  the  oppreilive  minifters  of  the  republic,  were 
willing  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  a  fingle  mafter  ; 
the  populace  were  thoughtlefs  and  necefIitous>  and 
fatisfied  with  the  donations  and  pleafed  with  the  (hews 
of  Auguftus,  were  ready  to  applaud  and  fupport  his 
elevation.  The  greateft  part  of  the  fenate  had  fallen 
on  the  field  of  battle,  or  periihed  in  profcriptions,  and 
the  remainder  furvived  equally  without  power  or  dig- 
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nity ;  and  during  the  various  viciffitudes  of  civil  war, 
a  multitude,  as  party  or  intereft  didated,  had  been  gnu- 
tified  with  the  name  of  fenator. 

To  risform  this  mixed  affembly  was  the  firft  vimu 
ous  meafure  of  Auguftos.  He  wasf  eleded  cenfor,  and 
with  Agrippa  expelled  fome>  perfuaded  a  greater 
number  to  retire,  and  raifed  the  qualification  for  that 
honour  to  about  ten  thoufand  pounds.  For  himfelf 
he  cl^fe  the  title  of  prince  of  the  fenate,  and  pro- 
nounced  before  it  a. ft udied  oration,  in  which  he  la- 
mented the  neceffity  of  former  feverity,  reprefented 
the. dangerous  difpolition  of  Antony,  and  declared 
**  That  now  he  was  at  liberty  to  fatisfy  his  duty  and 
*'  his  inclination,  he  folemnly  reftored  the  fenate  and 
*^  people  to  all  their  ancient  rights  ;  and  wiflied  only 
*^  to  mingle  with  the  crowd  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
<<  to  (hare  the  bleflings  which  he  had  obtained  for  his 
*f  country.'* 

Whatever  were  the  real  fentiments  of  the  fenate,' 
however  it  might  be  divided  in  opinion  between  the 
advantages  of  a  monarchy  and  a  republic,  yet  the  aa- 
fwer  was  unanimous  and  decifive.  The  refigaatioa 
of  Auguftus  was  reje£ted ;  he  was  intreated  not  to 
defert  die  republic  which  he  had  faved ;  and  after  a 
decent  refiftance,  was  perfuaded  to  accept  as  pro« 
conful  and  imperator,  the  government  of  the  pr6- 
vinces,  and  the  command  oi  the  armies.  At  his  own 
defire  this  authority  was  limited  to  the  term  of  ten 
years ;  and  frequently  renewed  at  the  fbted  period, 
gave  occafion  to  future  emperors  to  folemnize  every 
tenth  year  of  then:  reign« 

The 
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The  power  of  the  Romaft  general  over  his  foIdier« 
was;  unlimited ;  the  dictator  or  conful  could  command 
the  fervice  of  the  Roman  youth,  but  in  his  camp  the 
general  poffeffed  an  abfolute  jurifdiaion  without  even 
the  form  of  trial ;  and  though  the  choice  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Rome  was  decided  by  the  legiflajive  authority, 
yet  at  a  diftance  from  Italy  the  commanders  direfted 
the  arms  of  theTegions  againft  whatever  people,  and 
in  whatever  manner  they  pleafed.  In  the  ufq  of  vic- 
tory, after  th*?  appointment  of  commiffibners  was 
aboliflied,  they  were  bounded  only  by  their  difcretion; 
and  in  the  inftance  of  Pompey,  when  he  commanded 
in  the  eaft,  kingdoms  divided,  colonies  founded,  and 
prmces  dethroned,  were  ratified  by  a  fingle  aft  of  the 
fenate  and  people*  To  this  power  of  the  geners^ls  over 
the  foldiers  and  enemies  of  Rome  may  be  added  the 
civil  and  military  government  of  the  provinces  they 
conquered. 

As  it  was  impoflSble  for  Auguftus  perfonally  to 
command  the  legions  ftationed  in  fo  many  different 
quarters  of  the  world,  he  was  indulged  with  the  power 
of  devolving  his  authority  on  his  lieutenants ;  thefe 
were  the  reprefentatives  of  the  emperor,  and  his  com- 
mands alone  were  acknowledged  or  obeyed  through- 
out  the  whole  Roman  empire.  The  prasfedlure  of 
Egypt  only  was  committed  tb  a  Roman  knight.  With 
this  fingle  exception,  the  pfovinces  were  governed, 
and  the  armies  commanded  by  members  of  the  fenate. 

In  a  few  days  after  Auguftus  had  accepted  this 
liberal  grant,  he  gratified  the  pride  of  the  fenate  by 
refigning  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  civil  magiftraite 
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the  more  peaceful  and  fecure  provinces ;  and  in  this 
divifion  he  affigned  to  the  pro-confuls  of- that  affemblj 
an  honourable  precedence  over  his,  own  lieutenants : 
but  a  law  was  paffed  that  the  prefence  of  the  emperor 
ihould  fuperfede  every  other  authority.  The  new 
conquefts  alfo  were  allotted  to  the  imperial  portion  j 
and  by  thefe  claufes  the  real  power  of  the  prince  was 
equally  extended  over  every  part  of  the  empire.  Even 
in  the  capital  he  was  permitted  to  fupport  a  body  of 
guards,  and  to  preferve  his  military  command ;  and 
though  the  laft  was  reftridted  to  thofe  engaged  in  the 
(ervice  by  oath,  yet  the  kilights,  the  magiftratea,  ^nd 
the  fenators,  eager  for  ilavery  and  enamoured  of  dif- 
bonour,  courted  and  voluntarily  accepted  the  degrad* 
ing  protellation^ 

Auguftus,  though  he  eftablifhed  his  empire  on  a. 
military  force,  condefcended  to  reign  under  names  of 
ancient  magiftracy.  In  his  own  perfon  h^  combined 
the  powers  of  the  confular  and  tribunitian  offices.  The 
confulfi  formerly  regulated  the  ceremonies  of  religion, 
the  levies  and  command  of  the  armies,  the  correfpon- 
dence  with  foreign  ftates,  and  the  control  of  the 
finances.  The  tribunes  might  be  confidered  ^s  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people ;  and  each  of  them  could 
by  the  fingle  word  veto^  impede  and  entirely  reftraia 
the  rcfolutions  of  government.  Nor  did  the  dignities 
of  fupreme  pontiflf  and  cenfor  efcape  the  vigilant  policy 
of  Auguftus ;  the  former  gave  hiiii  the  entire  manage-, 
nxjcnt  of  the  religion,  the  latter  the  infpeftion  of  the 
fortunes  and  morals  of  the  people ;  and  as  if  thefe 
powers  were  infufficicnt,  tl;ie  emperors  were  finally  au- 
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4^rked  to  e^i^cUte  vhatfoever  they  Ihould  judge  ad^ 
Taatftgeotts  to  the  empire^  whether  private  of  public^ 
bums^  or  divine.  y 

llie  emperor  thus  po&fied  of  every  branch  of  the 
executive  power,  to  the  magiftraties  of  the  commoa^ 
Mfealth  was  left  the  ibadow  of  a  name  without  dignity 
or  fubftance.  The  arts  of  Auguftus  induced  him  to 
prefer ve  the  ancient  forms  of  the  adminiftration  i  but 
though  he  allowed  to  his  nominal  coadjutors  the 
enfigns  pf  olfice,  he  carefully  precluded  them  from 
the  exercife  of  ancient  authority  :  yet  vanity  ftill  covet- 
ed tl^e  honours  of  titular  fuperiority,  and  the  empe- 
rors, to.dignify  the  acceptance,  frequently  condefcend- 
.ed  to  Ihare  them  with  their  fubjeds.  The  moderation 
or  timidity  of  the  crafty  Auguftus  left  the  eledions  to 
the  fi^e  votes  of  the  people :  but  it  is  afcribed  to  hia 
councils.,  that  in  the  Cubfequent  reign  of  Tiberius  they 
were  inftantly  transferred  to  th2  fenate ;  and  the  emp> 
peroj:s  were  delivered  from  a  turbulent  and  inconfide* 
,rate  multitude,  who  without  the  probability  of  reftoring 
liberty,  might  have  endangered  the  tranquillity  of  the 
ftate. 

The  fenate  was  by  Auguftus  preferred  to  the  peoplie 
as  the  more  traftable  inftrumcnt  of  dominipn;  his 
fucceiibrs  adopted  bis  fentim^nts,  and  founded  th^ir 
empire  on  the  dignity  of  that  aifembly ;  even  in  the 
exercife  of  their  own  powers  they  frequently  confult- 
ed  the  great  national  councils,  and  the  vanity  of  the 
Patricians  was  foothed  with  being  allowed  to  approve 
whilft  they  were  no  longer  permitted  to  decide.  With 
regard  to  civil  objects,  the  fenate  ftill  remamed  the 
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ferious  occupation  in  the  diftribution  of  juftice»  The 
fpirit  of  ancient  eloquence  is  ftill  to  b^  diTcerned  in  the 
caufes  pleaded  before  it ;  and  its  deciflons  extended 
to  all  offences  that  affefted  the  peace  and  majefty  of 
the  Roman  people.  In  its  legiilative  capacity,  in 
which  it  was  ruppofed  virtually  toreprefent  the  people) 
it  apparently  poiTefled  the  rights  of  fovereigtity  ;  and 
it  continued,  in  appearance^  to  fan£tion  authority  and 
/atify  the  laws>  In  its  debates  the  emperors  voted  and 
divided  with  feeming  equality ;  and  whilft  they  pof- 
feffed  an  uncbntrouled  dominion  were  prudent  enough 
to  conceal  their  irrefifttble  ftrength,  and  fufficietitly 
humble  to  profefs  themfelves  the  accountable  miniftets^ 
4>f  the  fenate*  , 

In  the  maintenance  of  their  court,  the  foVereigns  of 
Rome  (a  few  capricious  tyrants  excepted)  preferred  a 
fuitable  appearance  of  decency  and  moderation ;  pomp 
and  ceremony  were  carefully  avoided  t  their  affeded 
to  confound  themfelves  with  their  fubjefts ;  they  re^ 
turned  their  vifits  and  accepted  their  invitations. 
Their  palace^  table,  and  habit  were  confined  within 
the  limits  of  an  alHuent  but  private  fortune.  Their 
domefHc  train  was  eompofed  of  flaves  at  freed-men  j 
and  Augi^dus  or  Trajan  would  have  blujSied  at  em- 
ploying even  the  mennefl:  of  the  Romatis  in  the  fervile 
difcharge  of  official  duty^  Yet  Aiperibr  as  the  em^^ 
perors  have  hitherto  appeared  to  the  fof  ms  of  grandeur 
and  the  fuggeftions  of  vanity^  they  could  not  )¥ithftand 
the  impious  adulations  of  the  eaft.  The  fucceflbrs  of 
Aleiandcr  were  the  firft  who  enjoyed  the  honours  of 
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deification*  The  Roman  governors  in  Afia,  as  they 
fucceeded  them  in  their  power  and  palaces,  iifurped 
alfo  their  altars  and  temples ;  and  it  was  natural  the 
emperors  fliould  not  refufc  what  their  pro-confuls  had 
accepted.  But  the  contagious  difeafe  of  flattery  foon 
fpread  from  the  provinces  to  the  capital ;  and  Julius 
Cacfar  during  his  life  time  confented  to  aflume  a  place 
among  the  tutelar  deities  of  Rome.  The  mild  difpo- 
fition  of  his  fucceffor  induced  him  to  renounce  the 
dangerous  pre-eminence ;  nor  was  it  ever  afterwards 
afpired  to  but  by  the  mad  Caligula  and  the  profane 
Domltian.  A.  regular  cuftom  however  was  eftablifhed 
on  the  deceafe  of  every  emperor  of  ranking  him 
among  the  gods  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  provided 
he  had  neither  lived  nor  died  like  a  tyrant.  The  te- 
nets of  the  heathen  religion  readily  allowed  an  inftitu- 
tion  which  would  have  been  abhorred  as  a  daring 
profanity  by  the  more  ftriS  principles  of  pure  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  the  virtues  of  the  iV^^onincs  eafily  attained 
an  honour  which  had  been  conferred  on  the  vices  of 
Hercules  and  Jupiter. 

The  firft  founder  of  imperial  government  had  de- 
rived from  a  mean  family  in  the  little  town  of  Aricia 
the  appellation  of  0£kavius.  As  the  adopted  fon  of 
his  uncle  he  had  afiumed  the  furname  of  Cassar ;  but 
;the  former  was  ftained  with  the  fanguinary  profcrip- 
txons  of  the  triumvir,  and  the  latter  too  ftrohgly 
revived  the  memory  of  the  inordinate  ambition  of  the 
didatbr.  After  a  very  ferious  difcuilion  in  the  fenate, 
the  title  of  Auguftus  was  chofen  for,  and  acknowledged 
by  him :  it  was  expreflive  of  the.  chara£icr  of  peace 
7    .  and 
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and  fanAity  which  he  uniformly  affeclcJ.  •  But  the 
perfonal  title  of  Auguftus  expired  not  with  the  prince 
on  whom  it  was  beftowed,  or  the  family  name  of 
Cacfar  with  the  line  to  which  it  originally  belonged* 
Thefe  appellations  were  foon  infeparably  conneSed 
with  the  imperial  dignity,  and  preferved  by  a  long 
fucceflion  of  emperors  ;  yet  a  diftinftion  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  facred  title  of  Auguftus  was  rcferved 
for  the  monarch,  whilft  the  name  of  Casfar  was  more 
freely  communicated  to  his  relations,  and  generally 
appropriated  to  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  empire. 

Auguftus,  cool  and  unfeeling,  had  early  aflumed 
the  mafk  of  hypocrify,  which  he  never  afterwards 
laid  afide*  Equally  without  refenrment  or  humai^ity, 
his  virtues  and  even  his  vices  were  artificial.  Accord- 
ing to  the  various  diftates  of  his  intereft  he  was  the 
enemy  or  the  father  of  the  Roman  world.  The  fame 
motives  which  induced  him  voluntarily  to  proffer  the 
refignation  of  his  power,  prompted  him  to  profefs  a 
refpeft  for  a  free  conftitution.  The  people  were  de- 
ceived by  the  idea  of  civil  liberty ;  the  armies  by  the 
image  of  civil  government ;  and  his  fears  perfuaded 
him  to  conceal  beneath  the  pretended  garb  of  modera- 
tion the  invidious  dignity  of  imperial  authority.  The 
fate  of  Caefar  continually  prefented  itfelf  ro  his  view  • 
the  fidtlity  of  the  legions  might  defend  him  from  the 
open  indignation  of  avowed  confpiracy,  but  no  vigi^ 
lance  could  proteft  him  againft  the  fecret  dagger  of 
affaffination.  The  oftentatious  difplay  of  power  had 
provoked  the  deftruftion  of  his  uncle.  The  conful 
oy  tribune  miight  have  cxercifed  his  authority  in  peace, 
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but  the  title  of  king  infulted  the  temnant  of  republlca!! 
fyirit;  and  Auguftus^  whilft  he  coveted  the  power, 
dreaded  the  fate  and  aroided  the  indifcreet  arrogance 
of  his  kinfman.  The  Ulufive  reprefentation  of  freedom 
iatisfied  a  feeble  fenate  and  enervated  people ;  and  thp 
fubfequent' deaths  of  CaKgula,  Nero,  and  D6mitiaii 
were  prompted  not  by  a  motive  of  liberty  but  a  prin-i 
ciple  of  felf*prefepvation.  The  execution  of  Caligula 
by  the  manly  refolution  of  Chacirea  feemed  for  a  mo-? 
mcnt  tp  revive  the  dying  embers  of  freedom.  The 
confuls  convoked  the  fenate  in  the  capitol ;  they  con<c 
demned  the  memory  of  the  Caefars,  and  gave  the 
watch-v^ord  I^iberty  to  the  few  cohorts  who  faintly 
embraced  their  caufe.  But  the  ferocious  temper  of 
the  Praetorian  guards  foon  ei^tinguiChed  the  hafty  fpark  « 
of  republicanifm ;  and  this  dream  of  liberty  ferved 
only  to  exercife  the  moderation  of  Claudius,  who. 
generoufly  pardoned  a  conduft  he  was  able  to  puniQi, 
but  which  he  was  prudent  enough  to  defp^e. 

A  greater  degree  of  danger  was  to  be  dreaded  from. 
the  precarious  a£fe£tion  and  alarming  infolence  of  the 
armies.  In  the  acquifition  of  his  authority,  Auguftus 
had  inured  them  to  the  violation  of  every  focial  duty. 
He  once  already  had  nearly  become  the  vi£lim  of  their 
fedidous  rage,  and  he  trembled  at  the  continuance  of 
that  licentious  violence  which  he  had  long  encouraged 
them  to  praflife.  The  rigour  of  difcipline  was  care- 
fully reftored  ;  and  Roman  prejudice,  by  interpofing. 
the  majefty  of  the  fenate,  contributed  to  eftabliih  his 
authority  and  fecure  their  allegiance.  By  thefe  artful- 
meafuresj  frpm  the  cft^blilhm^jjtt  of  Auguftus  to  thgj^ 

death 
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death  of  Commodus,  the  dsuagers  of  mUitary  goverri- 
snent  were  in  fome  meafure  averted.  During  the 
fliort  reigns  of  Galba,  Otho,  and  Vitellius,  the  Ro* 
man  world  experienced  and  lamented  the  fury  of  con« 
tending  armies  :  but  with  the  exception  of  that  inter*  / 
Val,  nearly  two  centuries  paffed  away  undifturbed  by 
civil  commotion ;  and  the  confequences  of  revolutions, 
in  the  deftrudion  of  Caligula  and  Domitiah>  were 
confined  to  the  wall$  of  Rome.  But  though  the  Ro-* 
man  emperors  had  yet  fuffered  but  little  from  the  ca- 
price  of  the  legions,  the  knowledge  of  thdr  difpofitiond 
induced  them  to  inveft  their  fucceffors  with  a  confider- 
Bble  ihare  of  prefent  authority.  Auguftus  refted  his 
laft  tu^es  on  Tiberius ;  he  adopted  him  as  his  fon, 
atiid  procured  for  him  the  cenforial  and  tribunttismi 
power*  Vefpaiian  aflbciated  in  the  empire,  a  prince 
whofe  amiable  character  turned  the  public  atteiition 
from  the  origin  to  the  glory  of  the  Flavian  Houfe  i 
the  virtues  of  Titus  juftified  the  confidence  of  the  em- 
perofj  and  fecured  during  his  fhort  reign  the  tranfient 
felicity  of  the  Roman  world. 

A.  o.  96.]  The  advanced  and  feeble  age  of  Ncrva 
promoted  the  eledion  of  Trajan ;  and  the  weakneft 
of  the  emperor  was  counterbalanced  by  the  vigour  of 
hisTuccefibr.  The  equitable  adminiflration  and  mar- 
tial atchievements  of  Trajan,  at  this  dtflant  period,  ex- 
cite our  reverence  and  admiration ;  but  no  inconfider* 
aWe  fliare  of  praife  is  due  to^the  patriotifm  of  Nerva, 
who  in  calling  a  ftranger  to  the  fuccelEon,  preferred 
the  interefls  of  the  empire  to  the  preteiffions  of  confan* 
gminiiy.    Thie  ?irts  of  the  emprefs  Plotina,  either  fixed 
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the  irrefolution  of  her  hufband,  or  contrived  a  fiftitidus 
adoption  :  and  Hadrian  poiTelTed  bimfeif  of  that  power 
which  the  penetration  of  Trajan  mwft  at  lead  have  re- 
luftantly  bequeathed  him.  [a.d.  1 17.]  Here  formed  the 
law$,fupportcd  military  difcipline,  and  vifited  every  pro** 
vince  in  perfon*    But  though  the  empire  fiouriihed  in 
peace  and  profperity  during  his  reign,  yet  in  the  early 
days  of  it  he  put  to  death  four  confular  fenators,  his  per- 
fonal  enemies ;  and  during  the  latter  period  of  his  au- 
thority, a,  tedious  and  painful  illnefs  rendered  him  s^ 
peevifli  and  cruel  tyrant.     The  beauty  of  ^lius  Veru^ 
had  alluf-ed  his  inqlinatipns  ;  but  the  premature  death 
of  thi^  voluptuous  nobleman  foon  after  he  was  advan- 
ced to  the  rank  of  Cacfar,  preferved  the  dignity  of  the 
empire,  and  fecured  its  happinefs  in  the  appointment 
of  the  Antonines.     The  fon  of  Verus  was  adopted  by 
the  gratitude  of  Pius,  aind  on  the  acceffion  of  Marcus 
iQvefted  with  an  equal  ihare  of  the  imperial  power ;  but 
his  reverence  for  the  political  capacity  of  his  colleague 
confined  him  to  the  indulgence  of  private  vices,  and  a 
perfeverance  in  excefs,  terminated  the  diflblute  careec 
of  a  fliort  life,  which  though  not  likely  to  conduce  to, 
had  never  been  permuted  to  interrupt  the  happinefs  of 
the  jLoman.world.  The  criminal  regard  of  Hadrian  for 
-ffilius  Verus  was  compenfated  for  in  the  fubfequent  fe- 
leftion  of  the  Antonines.  Antoninus  Pius  was  near  fifty, 
and  Marcus  about  feventeen  when  fir  ft  elevated  by  the 
dil'cernment  of  the  Emperor  above  the  condition  of  pri- 
vate life;  and  though  Pius  had  two  fons,  he  gave  his 
daughter  Fauftina  in  marriage  to  Marcus,  obtained  for 
faini  fropx  the  fenate  the  tribunitian  and  proconfula^ 

powers^ 
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powers,  and  affodated  him  to  all  the  labours  and  ho- 
nours of  empire.,  Marcus  revered  the  charafter  of  his 
benefador  ;  he  loved  him  as  a  parent,  he  obeyed  hiai 
as  a  fovereign;    [a.  d.  138,  -i8o, )  and  the  forty-two 
years  which  comprized  the   extent   o£  their   united 
reigns,  is  perhaps  the  only  period  in  which  the  welfare 
of  the  people  was  the  fole  objeft  of   government. 
The  love  of  religion,  juftice,  and  peace  charafterifed 
Titus  Phis ;    in  private  life  he  was  amiable  and-  unaf- 
fefted,  and  the  cheerful  ferenity  of  his  temper  evinced 
the  benevolence  of  his  foul.     The  virtues  of  Marcus 
Aurelius  were  of  a  fevercr  kind ;  formed  in  the  rigid 
fchool  of  the  Stoics,  he  aflumed  a  fteady  control  over  his 
paffions,  and  confidered  virtue  as  the  only  good,  vice  as 
the  only  evil.     Amidd  the  tumult  of  a  camp,  his  mind 
w^s  exercifed  in  meditation,  and  he  even  condefcetid-* 
ed  to  impart  the  philofophy  he  cultivated;  but  his 
life  was  the  nobleft  comment  on  the  precepts  of  Zeno  ; 
fevere  and  inflexible  towards  himfelf  he  was  mild  to 
the  failings  of  others,   and   lamented  that   Avidius 
CafSttS,  the  author  and  leader  of  a  rebellion,  had  by 
a  voluntary  death  withdrawn  himfelf  from  his  mercy. 
Though  he  regretted  the  calamities,  and  detefted  the 
ferocious   features  of  war,  he  readily  expofed  him- 
felf to  the  dangers  of  it  j  nor  was  he  deterred  by  the 
feverity  of  the  climate  from  enduring,  on  the  frozen 
banks  of  the  Danube,  the  hardfliips  of  eight  winter 
campaigns.     But  the  weaknefs  of  his  conflitution  was 
inferior  to  the  flrength  of  his  mind,  and  his  body 
funk  at  length  beneath  the  accumulated  preffure  of 
inceflant  fatigue ;  yet  his  memory  w^s  revered  by  a 
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grateful  people,  and  hts  image,  long  after  his  deatb, 
was  frequently  preferred  among  thofe  of  the  boufliold 
gods.  The  asra  from  the  death  of  Domitian  to  the 
acceffion  of  ComnK>duar,  o^ay  be:  pronounced  the  moft 
happy  for  the  buman  race  that  hiftory  defcribes  ;  the 
abfolttte  power  \i^hich  fwayed  the  Roman  empire  w^ 
tempered  by  wifdom  and  vittue ;  four  fuccelEve  em-, 
perors  adminiftered  jaftice.  with  impartiality^  and  re^^ 
ftrained  the  armies  with  a  firm  but  gentte  hand. .  The 
forms  oi  the  ci\il  adminiftration  were  carefully  adhered 
to^  the  image '  of  liberty  was  preferved,  and  tbefe 
unlimited  fovereignsi  were  content  to  confider  thenw 
felves  the  accoimtable  minifters  of  the  ftate.  But 
though  the  labours  of  thefe  monarchs  were  repaid  by 
tbe  fuccefs  attendant  on  them,  and  by  the  delight  of 
beholding  the  general  happinefs,  yet  a  melsmcboly 
refiection  mud  have  embittered  the  nobleft  of  human 
enjoyments*  The  inftability  of  life  continually  ob- 
truded itfelf  on  their  minds,  and  the  dread  left  a 
licentious'  youth,  or  jpaions  tyrant,  fiiould'abure  the 
authority  they  had  exercifed  for  the  general  benefit. 
Tiie  annals  of  former  reigns  juftified  thefe  apprehen- 
fions.  The  crafty  and  cruel  Tiberius,  the  furious 
infane  Caligula,  the  ftupid  Clauxiius,  the  unnaturai 
and  fanguinary  Nero,  with  the  beaftly  gluttoay  of 
Vitdlius,  and  the  inhuman  cowardice  of  Domitian, 
had  in  turns  oppreffed  and  depopulated  the  empire 
from  the  death  of  Auguftus  ;  and  the  fmall  refpite  it  . 
obtained  was  only  in  this,  doubtful  interval  of  Vefpa-  , 
fian,  and  the  fliort  reign  of  Titus :  fourfcore  year$ 
of  unremitting  tyranny  had  proved  fatal  to  almoft 

every 
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•very  virtue  or  talent  which  had  arifeil  during  thi«r 
mihappy  period.  The  fcnfe  of  flavcry  was  rendered 
^{6  lefs  fuppor table  to  the  pcrfecutsed'  Romans  by  the 
TCcoIIeflion  of  former  liberty,  and  the  pofleflion  of 
prefent  dominion*  The  firfl  eml^ttered  the  hour  of 
refle&ion  by  degrading  comparifon  ;  the  obfcure  flavo 
of  aPerfian  monarch,  if  elevated  to  future  rank  and 
wealth,  might  ftill  coniider  himfelf  as  dependent ^n 
the  nod  of  a  prince;  his  name,  his, riches,  and  hid 
honours  were  all  the  gift  of  a  mailer,  who  might  re* 
fume  without  injuftice  what  perhaps  he  had  beftowed 
without  reafon.  Bred  up  in  the  domain  of  defpotifm, 
his  ideas  fearce  extended  to  a  ftate  of  freedom,  and 
bis  language  and  habits  accuftomed  him.  to  prompt 
fervility  and  implicit  obedience.  But  it  was  tmpofliblc 
for  the  Romans  to  forget  that  they  once  were  free  j 
and  a  century  had  fcarce  elapfed  fince  the  approbation 
q(  the  people  was  the  fole  fource  of  dignity,  and  the 
furc  and  ready  road  to  promotion ;  they  could  not 
but  revere  a  virtuous  and  viflorious  commonwealth 
and  abhor  the  fuccefsful  crimes  of  Csefar  and  Auguftuj 
Grecian  philofophy  had  endowed  their  minds  with 
juft  and  liberal  notions  of  human  nature,  and  the 
origin  of  government ;  and  they  muft  inwardly  have 
defpifed  the  tyrants  whom  they  outwardly  were  com- 
pelled to  flatter. 

But  whilft  the  memory  of  ancient  liberty  haunted 
their  imaginations,  and  tortured  their  minds,  the 
proud  domain  of  the  Roman  empire  precluded  their 
perfons  from  efcape.  On  every  fide  the  devoted  flave 
pf  Imperial  defpotifm  was  encompaffed  by  a  vaft  extent 

of 
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of  fea  and  land ;  inhor|>itabIe  deferts  and  barbarian 
tribes,  with  an  expanfe  of  ocean,  were  alone  to  be^ 
difcerned  beyonp  the  frontiers.  The  fierce  manners 
and  unknown  languages  of  uncivilized  nations  alarm- 
icd  his  fears  and  excited  his  difguft  ;  nor  was  he  with- 
out dread  that  a  dependent  ftate  or  avaricious  king 
would  purchafe  the  emperor's  proteflion,  or  court  his 
bounty,  bj  the  facrifice  of  an  obnoxious  fugitive.  Yet 
dreary  as  this  profpeft  appeared  even  to  attain  this 
land  of  precarious  fecurity,  and  efcape  the  vigilance  of 
multiplied  and  fubfervient  guards,  was,  a  meafure 
fraught  with  difEculty  and  danger.  In  the  reign  of 
Tiberius,  a  Roman  knight  who  had  endeavoured  to 
fly  to  the  Parthians  was  flopped  in  the  Streights  of 
Sicily ;  and  Cicero,  in  a  letter  to  Marcellus  in  exile, 
reminds  him,  "Wherever  you  are,  remember  you 
*^  are  equally. in  the  power  of  the  conqueror.**  The 
Homan  empire,  during  the  iron  fway  of  a  tyrant, 
plight  be  confidered  as  a  vaft  and  hopelefs  prifon^ 
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CHAPTER     III.    . 

THE  CRUELTY,  FOLLIES,  AND  MURDER  OF  COMMODUS— 
ELECTION  OF  PERTINAX— HIS  ATTEMPTS  TO  REFORM  THE 
STATE— HIS  ASSASSINATION  BY  THE  PR^TORIAV  GUARDS 
— inJBLIC  SALE  OF  THE  EMPIRE  TO  DIDIUS  JULIANUS— 
CLODIUS  ALBINUS  IN  BRITAIN,  PESCENNIUS  NIGER  IN,  SY- 
RIA, AND.  SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS  IN  PANNONIA,  DECLARK 
AGAINST  THE  MURDERERS  OF  PERTINAX— CIVIL  WARS 
AND  VICTORIES  OF  SEVERUS  OVER  HIS  THREE  RIVALS. 


T. 


HE  indulgence  of  Marcus  Antoninus  ta  his  rela- 
tions and  conneftions,  exceeded  the  bounds  of  private 
virtue,  and  became  a  public  injury.  His  wife  Fauftina 
was  as  much  celebrated  for  her  gallantries  as  her  beau- 
ty J  and  the  emperor  himfelf  was  the  only  man  in  the 
empire  who  feemed  ignorant  or  infenfible  of  her  ir- 
regularities. In  the  courfe  of  thirty  years  he  promoted 
feveral  of  her  lovers  to  pods  of  honour  and  profit ; 
and  in  his  meditations  he  thanked  the  gods,  fpr  having 
beftowed  upon  him  a  wife  £0  faithful,  fo  gentle,  and 
fo  virtuous!  The  obfequious  fenate,  at  his  requeft, 
declared  her  a  deity,  and  altars  were  ereded,  and 
temples  rofe  to  the  polluted  memory  of  his  fen(iial 
confort.  She  was  reprefented  with  the  attributes  of 
Juno,  Ceres,  and  Venus ;  and  the  youth  of  either 
fex,  on  the  day  of  their  nuptials,  were  commanded 
to  adore  their  cha/ie  patronefs. 

But  the  vices  of  Commodus,  as  they  were  attended 
wth  mote   fatal  confequences  to  the  empire,  caft  a 
fliade  on  the  reputation,  and  reprove  the  fend  parti- 
ality 
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ality  of  the  father  who  preferred  the  aggrandizement 
of  a  worthlefs  fon  to  the  happinefs  of  millions.  Yet 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  th^  nothing  was  neglefled 
fay  .thj&  an:&ious  parent  ^  and  men  of  virtue  and  learn- 
ing werefummoned  from  every  pah  to  correft  the 
^ifpofitipn  and  expand  the  mind  of  the  young  Com- 
'modus.  But  inftruftion  ^was  not  likely  to  produce 
fruits  in  a  foil  fo  ill  calculated  for  it,  and  the  efforts 
tf  his  mafters  were  in  vain  exerted  to  render  the 
profligate  offspring  of  Marcus  worthy  of  the  throne  he 
was  defigned  for;  the  whifper  of  a  licentious  favorite 
foon /effaced  the  kffon*  of  the  phiiofopher  ;  and  the 
precipitance  of  Titus  himfelf,  in  admitting  his  fon,  to 
a  full  participation  of  imperial  power,  blaftpd  the 
Jfeopes  of  a  laboured  education.  Though  he  furvivcd 
die  indifcretion  but  four  years,  yet  his  life  was  fufiici* 
^€litly  long  to  lament  the  authority  he  had  conferred 
on  the  impetuous  youth. 

The  unprovoked  cruelties  of  Commbdus  are  not  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  common  motives  which  in*- 
flame  the  mind^  and  filence  the  voice  of  pity.  When 
he  afcended  the  throne,  he  beheld  around  him  neither 
competitor  to  remove  nor  enemies  to  punifli;  [a*d. 
180,3  the  beloved  Ton  of  Marcus  fucceeded  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  the  fehate  and  armies.  '  The  deaths 
of  Nero  and  Domitian  might  have  warned  him  of  the 
inevitable  fat^  of  tyranny,  whilft  the  fecurc  reigns  of 
his  five  predeceffors  provided  for  bis  fafety  in  the 
Jmitatbn  of  their  mild  adminiftratipns.  Yet  nature 
had  formed  Commodus  rather  of  a  weak  than  wicked 
difpofuion  j  the  flave  of  his  attendants^  his  mind  wae 
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gradoatlty    corrupted,    and  that  ferociods  barbdsiCf 
Vfhkh  at  firft  was  an  acquiefcence  to  the  fuggeftions  ' 
of  dthers,  ait  length  degenerated  mto  a  bs^it,  and 
became  the  ruling  paffion  of  his  finiL. 

The  death  of  his  father  left  the  new  emperor  cm- 
bamded  with  the  command  of  a  great  army,  and  the 
c<Hidu€k  of  a  wa^  againft  the  Quadi  and  Marcomanni; 
the  effeminate  youths  whom  Antoninus  had  bam&ed 
were  immediately  leftored  to  favour,  and  readily  pesk 
fuaded  him  to  ^enounce  the  dangers  of  a  campsogny 
md  exchange  the  wild  countries  beyond  the  Daiiube 
far  the  pleafures  and  fplendid  palaces  of  Rome.  Tet 
the  awe  of  his^fa{her's  former  coun&llors  retain^  him 
durmg  the  fummer  with  the  camp  i,  and  it  was  not  liH 
autumn,  after  granting  an  honourable  peace  to  the 
Barbarians,  that  he  entered  the  capital  in  unmerited 
tricim{^«  His  graceful  perfpm  and  popular  addre& 
attracted  the  public  favour,  and  his  impatience  to  re- 
new in  Rome  his  diflblute  courfe  of  amufefuents,  wds 
afcribed  to  a  fond  regard  for  his  country.  The  tte^se 
firfl:  years  of  his  rdgn  were  adminiftered  by  the  old 
and  faithful  fervants  of  his  father,  and  thefe  preferved 
the  tranquillity  of  the  empire,  whilft.  the  emperor  and 
his  favx^rites,  undiAurbed  by  public  buCmefs,  revelled 
in  private  debauchery  and  fenfual  lu^cury  ;  but  a  fatal 
incident  foon  perverted  or  confirmed  his  hitherto  fluc- 
tuating difpofition.  {]a.  d.  iSj^j  As  he  was  returnr 
ing  from  the^mphitheatre  to  the  palace,  in  a  dark  and 
narrow  portico  an  aSaflin  waited  his  paflage,  and  ruih* 
ed  Upon  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  exclaiming,  '^  TAc 
Jinaie^/ends  you  ibis.**    The  menace  difappointed  the 
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attempt ;.  the  author  of  it  was  feized  by  the  guards,' 
and  revealed  the  confpiracy,  Lucilla,  the  widow  of 
Lucius  Vcrus,  and  the  emperor's  fitter,  jealous  of  the 
reigning  emprefs,  had  armed  the  murderer  againft  the 
life  of  her  brother.  The  loyalty  of  Claudius  Pom- 
peianus  her  fecond  hufband,  precluded  her  from 
entrufting  him  with  her  dark  defign ;  but  ihe  eafily 
found  aifociates  in  a  number  of  lovers  who  miniftered 
to  her  pleafures,  and  partook  her  loofer  hours.  Thefc 
affociates  were  abandoned  to  the  rigour  of  juftice, 
and  the  life  of  the  princefs,  after  a  melancholy  in- 
terval of  exile,  was  tefminated  by  a  violent  death. 

Though  this  coafpiracy  had  been  formed  within  the 
walls  of  the  palace^  yet  the  words  of  the  affaffin  funk 
deep  in  the  mirid  of  Commodus,  and  impreifed  him 
with  fear  and  hatred  towards  the  fenate.  He  was 
formerly  difgufted  with  them  as  minifters,  he  now 
dreaded  them  as  enemies.  The  informers,  a  race  of 
men  almoft  extinguiflied  by  the  equity  of  former 
reigns,  were  revived  and  encreafed  by  imperial  pro- 
teftion  and  encouragement.  Wealth  was  criminal  in 
the  fight  of  avarice,  and  virtue  was  an  implied  cenfurc 
on  vice  ;  fufpicion  was  co'nfidered  equivalent  to  proof, 
and  condemnation  was  fubftituted  for  trial.  The 
friends  of  the  condemned  were  involved  in  his  fate,  left 
they  might  lament  or  avenge  it ;  and  Commodus  hav*- 
ing  once  tafted,  became  infatiate  in  bisthirft  for  blood. 
Maximus  and  Condianus,  two  brothers  of  the  Qufa* 
tilian  family,  were  celebrated  for  fraternal  affection  ; 
their  pleafures  and  occupations  were  invariably  the 
fame }  and  the  Ahtonines^  who  valued  their  virtues 
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sm4'  admired  .their  union,  in  the  fame  year  elevated 
them  to  the  confulfliip.  But  their  amiable  qualities 
^uid  fimplicity  of  manners  were  ofFeniSve  to  the  tyrant^ 
apd  it  may  be  cotifi Jered  as  as^degree  of  mercy  that  he 
United  them  \a  death.  Even  his  own  inftrument  of 
cruelty  could  not  efcape  the  extent  of  his  fanguinary 
rage.  Pe^ennis,  a  fervile  and  ambitious  miniftefj  had 
^cumuiated  an  immenfe  treafure  by  afts  of  rapine 
and  extortion  :  with  the  command  of  the  Praetoriaa 
guards,  and  his  fon  at  the  head  of  the  Illyrian  legions^ 
he  might  pofGbly  have  afpired  to  empire ;  but  his  fatg 
was  decided  by  a  eircumftance  which  proves  how 
much  military  difcipline  was  relaxed.  The  legions  of 
Britain,  difcontented  with  the  ad minift ration  of  Pe-: 
rennis,  deputed  a  feled  body  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
to  reprefent  their  complaints.  Thefe  military  peti* 
tioners  foon  accomplifhed  the  objed  of  their  journey^ 
and  the  emperor  with  unfeeling  indifference  refigned 
his  minifterto  their  vengeance;  [a.j).  186.]  but  the 
prefumption  of  the  army  betrayed  the  weaknefs  of  the 
government,  and  announced  the  near  approach  of  im- 
pending licentioufnefs.  A  fpirit  of  deferiion  had  al- 
ready began  to  prevail  among  the  troops,  who  infefted 
openly  and  with  impunity  the  highways.  Maternus, 
a  private  foldier,  collected  thefe  bands  of  robbers  into 
one  body^  and  augmenting  it  with  the  contents  of  the 
priibns  and  the  devoted  viftims  of  flavery,  plundered 
the  defencelefe  cities  of  Gaul  and  Spain.  Defeated, 
and  at  laftencompaffed,  his  refource  was  in  a  daring 
effort  of  defpair.  He  ordered  his  followers  todifperfe, 
to  pafs  the  Alps  in  fmall  parties,  and  repair  to  Rome 
YpL.  I.  E  in 
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in  various  difguifes  during  the  feaft  of  Cybele.  The 
murder  of  the  emperor^  and  the  poffeffion  of  the  throne 
were  the  objefts  of  his  ehterprize ;  but  the  envy  of  an 
accomplice  difcovered  and  ruined  the  plan  at  the 
moment  his  troops  had  aftually  filled  the  ftre^rs  of 
Rome. 

The  death  of  Perennis  mJTde  room  for  the  exalta- 
tion of  Oleander.     By  birth  a  Phrygian  and  a  flave,  by 
rendering  himfelf  ufeful  to  the  vices  of  the  emperor, 
he  rapidly  afcehded  to  the  higheft  ftation  a  fubje£k 
could  attain.  ,  Avarice  vfras  the  reigning  paffion  of  his 
foul,  and  during  his  adminiftration  every  dignity  of 
the  empire  was  publicly  expofed  to  fale.     The  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  was  equally  venal  and  arbitrary,  and 
a  wealthy  criminal  might  procure  the  reverfal  of  his 
fentence  and  inflift  whatever  punifhment  he  pleafed  on 
his  accufer.     Such  were  the  means  by  which  Oleander 
was  enabled,  in  the  emperor's  name,  to  ertd:  baths, 
porticos,  and  places  of  public  exercife  for  the  ufe  of 
the  people.     But  amidft  the  glare  of  this  apparent 
liberality,  the  Romans  forgot  not  the  death  of  Byrrhus, 
a  fenator,  to  whofe  merit  the  late  emperor  had  granted 
orife  of  his  daughters ;  nor  would  they  fotgive  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  Arrius  Antoninus,  who  as  he  claimed  the 
name,  maintained  the  virtuous  manners  of  the  Anto- 
nines.  The  crime  of  the  firft  was  revealing  to  the  em- 
peror the  true  charafter  of  Oleander;  and  the  laft, 
when  pro-conful  in  Afia,  had   pronounced  fentence 
againft  a  worthlefs  favourite  of  the  minfter.     The  in- 
dignation excited  by  the  fate  of  Byrrhus  and  Arrius . 
was  inflamed  into  open  rage  by  the  calamities  of  pefti-^ 
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fence  and  famine.  Though  the  former  could  only  be 
imputed  to  the  gods,  the  latter  was  afcribed  to  an  in- 
vidious monopoly,  and  the  difcontented  clamours  of 
the  populace  demanded  the  head  of  the  minifter. 
Cleander  fallied  forth  at  the  head  of  the  Praetorian 
cavalry,  but  the  infantry,  long  jealous  of  the  fuperior 
prerogatives  of  that  corps,  fuftained  the  caufe  of  the 
people.  A  ctvil  war  was  maintained  at  the  very  gates 
of  the  palace,  and  the  emperor,  immerfed  in  luxury, 
was  arouzed  from  his  fecurity  by  his  eldeft  fifter  JFa- 
dilla,  and  Marcia,  the  mod  favoured  of  his  concubines. 
They  threw  themfelves  at  his  feet  and  reprefented  the 
Climes  of  his  minifter  and  the  rage  of  the  people. 
Commodus  ftarted  from  his  dream  of  pleafure ;  he 
commanded  the  head  of  Cleander  to  be  thrown  from 
a  window,  and  the  defired  fpedacle  inftantly  appeafed 
the  tumult,     [a.  d.  189.] 

But  the  difpofuion  of  the  fon  of  Marcus  allowed  hiih 
sot  to  regain  the  affedions  and  confidence  of  his  fub- 
je£ls ;  every  fymptom  of  virtue  was  extind  in  his  mind. 
The  inner  receifes  of  his  palace  were  devoted  to  lufts, 
to  defcfibe  which  would  pollute  the  pen  of  the  hiilo« 
rian,  and  his  appearance  in  public  att^fted  his  attach* 
ment  to  jthe  mod  bafe  and  brutal  amufements.  The 
Xports  of  the  circus  and  amphitheatre,  the  combats  of 
gladiators,  and  the  hunting  of  wild  beads  gratified  his 
favage  difpofition,  and  even  exercifed  his  fkill.  Though 
his  mailers  in  learning  and  philofophy  had  been  heard 
with  difguft  or  negled,  yet  thofe  appointed  to  teach 
bim  the  ufeof  the  javelin  and  the  bow  found  in  him  a 
ready  diiciple,  whofe  fteady  eye  and  dexterous  band 
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(hey  might  with  reafon  applaod.    The  exploit!  of  the 
Grecian  Hetcules  in  the  deftrudion  of  thq  Nem^ean 
'  Hon,  and  the  boar  of  Eryinanthus,  were  the  obje&s  of 
his  admiration.     He  aflumed  the  name  of  the  Roman 
Hercuks ;  the  li6n's  hide  and  the  club  were  placed 
jfmOng  the  enfigns  of  foVereignty  ;  and  he  at  laft  ex- 
hibited before  the  Roman'people  thofe  exercifes  which 
at  firft  he  had  confined  to  the  eyes  of  a  few  favourites. 
With  arrows  whofe  points  were  fhaped  in  form  of  a- 
crefcent,  in  its  rapid  career  he  divided  the  long  neck  of 
the  oftrich.     A  panther  fprung  X)n  a  trembling  raale- 
fadtor,  the  iftftant  the  ihaft  flew  the  beaft  dropt  dead, 
and  the  man  remained  unhurt.     An  hundred  lions> 
who  roamed  at  once  the  ample  fpace  of  the  Arena; 
fell  by  an  hundred  darts  from  the  hand  of  Commo- 
dus  }  even  the  bulk  of  the  elephant,  and  fcaly  hide  of* 
the  rhinoceros  could  not  preferve  them  from  his  mortal: 
ftroke ;  and  whether  he  aimed  at  the  head  or  heart  of 
the  animal,  the  wound  was  alike .  certain  and  iatal.^ 
But  the.meaneft  of  the   populace  beheld  with  (hame* 
and   indignation  their  fovereigii  enter   the  lifts  as  a 
gladiator,  a  profeffioft  which  the  laws  of  Rome  had 
jnftly  branded  with  infamy.     In  this  charader  the* 
emperor  fought  feven  hundred  and  thirtyrfive  times  ;• 
and  that  he  might  more  carefully  record  his  degrad- 
ing occupation,  he  received  from  the  common  fund  of 
the  gladiators,  a  ftipend  fo  enormous  as  to  become  a 
'  frefli  tax  on  the   Roman   people.      But  though  his 
viftories  in  the  amphitheatre  were  not  often  fangui-' 
nary,  yet  in  his  own  palace  he  frequently  condefc^nded 
to  honour  with  a  mortal  wound  his  wretched  antago- 
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fiifts ;  and  to  brand  himfelf  with  further  difgrace,  in 
the  place  of  the  rejefted  title  of  Hercules,  he  affumed 
the  name  of  Paulus,  a  celebrated  gladiator,  and  ordered 
it  to  be  infcribed  on  his  ftatues,  and  to  be  repeated  by 
the  indignant  ai^d  applauding  fenate.  Claudius  Pom* 
peianus,  the  huiband  of  Lucilla,  alone  fuftaifted  the 
rank  of  his  (lation ;  and  though  his  affedion  as  a  psy- 
j-ent  induced  him  to  permit  tp  his  fqnsan  attendance 
on  the  amphitheatre  declared  his  own. refolution  never 
to  beheld  the  emperor  proftituting  his  perfon  and  dig- 
nity. He  efcaped  the  refentment  of  the  fon  of  Mar*- 
cus,  and  preferred  his  honour  and  life.  But  the  pno* 
ment  was  faft  approaching  when  the  ferocious  fpirit  qf 
Commodus  was  to  prove  fatal  to  himfelf.  He  had 
filed  with  impunity  the  nobleft  blood  of  Rpme,  but  * 
perifhed  as  foon  as  he  was  dreaded  by  his  own  do- 
meftics.  Marcia,  his  favourite  concubine^  £cle£lu$, 
his  chamberlain,  and  J^aetus,  his  I)raetorian  praefed^, 
alarmed  it  the  fate  of  their  predeceffors  and  compa- 
nionSj  refolved  to  prevent  the  confequences  of  his 
wild  caprice.  After  a  reign  of  thirteen  years,  Marcia 
prefented  him  a  draught  of  poifoned  wine,  [a.  d.  19^, 
31  December.]  when  he  had  fatigued  himfelf  by  hunt- 
ing fotne  wild  hearts ;  and  a  robuft  youth,  by  profejT- 
fion  a  wreftler,  ftrangled  him  whilft  opprefled  by  the 
effeft  of  the  baneful  potion.  The  meafures  of  the 
confpirators  were  condu6ted  witl^  coolnefs  and  deliber- 
atton^  and  they  fixed  on  Pertinax  to  fucceed,  as  an 
emperor  wholes  charafter  would  juftify  the  adlion*  He 
was  then  praefed  of  the  city,  and  though  of  obfcure 
origin  yet  his  confpicuous  merit  had  advanced  him  to 
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the  confular  dignity,  and  mod  of  the  provioces  fuccet 
lively  had  experienced  the  bleffings  of  his  government. 
The  laft  of  th«t  friends  and  minifters  of  Marcus,  he 
hourly  awaited  and  expeded  his  deftruftion  from  the 
fon;  and  when  infofmed  that  the  chamberlain  and 
prsefcft  were  at  his  door,  prepared  to  meet  his  fate 
with  c;^lm  refignatioA.  Inftead  of  death,  they  offered 
him  the  empire  of  the  Roman  world  ;  and  he  accept- 
ed the  purple  with  fincere  reluftance,  from  a  -know- 
ledge  of  the  duties  and  dangers  which  encompafTed  the 
throne* 

"Whilft  the  protrafted  reign  of  Commodus  difgufts 
us  with  a  long  repetition  of  big  vices,  we  are  but  al- 
lowed to  cbntempbtc  the  virtues  of  Pertinax,  and  to 
lament  their  lofs.  Even  in  the  moment  of  his  eleva- 
tion, the  angry  countenances  of  the  Prastorian  guards 
betrayed  the  ftate  of  their  minds,  and  they  received 
the  intelligence  that  Commodus  had  fuddenly  died  of 
an  apoplexy,  and  that  Pertinax  already  fwayed  the 
imperial  fceptre,  with  doubt  and  difcontent.  The  fe- 
nate,  who  expeded  to  have  beheld  with  the  dawn  of 
day  the  late  tyrant  aifume  the  honours  of  the  confulfliip 
in  the  habit  of  a  gladiator,  refigned  themfelves  to  all 
the  tranfports  of  joy  at  the  fate  of  Commodus,  and  the 
fucceffion  of  the  virtuous  Pertinax.  [a.  d.  193,  Janu- 
ary 31ft.]]  The  memory  of  the  fon  of  Marcus  was 
branded  with  eternal  infamy ;  his  honours  reverfed, 
his  ftatues  thrown  down,  and  his  titles  erafed  from  the 
public  monuments ;  but  the  burial  rites  were  granted  by 
his  indulgent  fucceflor^  to  the  remembrance  of  the  vir- 
tues of  the  Antpnines,  and  the  entreaties  of  bis  brother- 

in* 
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in-law  Claudius  Pompeianus.  On  the  day  of  his  ac«* 
ceffibn,  the  difinterefted  emperor  refigned  over  to  hU 
wife  and  fon  the  whole  of  his  private  fortune  ;  but  he 
refufed  to  the  vanity  of  the  firfl  the  title  of  Augufta,  ' 
and  to  the  inexperienced  youih  of  the  laft,  the  rank,  of 
Caefan  In  public  behaviour  Pertinax  was  grave  and 
affable ;  his  moderate  eftablKhment  and  frugal  enter- 
tainments reproached  the  luxurious  prodigality  of  bis 
predecefibr,  and  his  occupation  was  to  heal  the  wounds 
that  had  been  inflided  by  a  long  tyranny.  The  un- 
fortunate exiles  were  recalled  from  banifhment,  the 
prifons  were  delivered  of  their  viflims,  and  the  bodies 
of  murdered  fenators  depofited  in  the  fepulchres  of 
their  anceftors.  The  informers  who  had  been  encou- 
raged in  the  former  ^  rdgn  experienced  punifhment  in 
this ;  but  the  fteady  temper  of  Pertinax,  even  on  this 
occaiion>  maintained  ^  its  accuftomed  moderation,  and 
granted  alone  to  juflice  what  was  demanded  by  refent- 
ment  or  prejudice. 

The  extravagance  of  Commodus  had  exhauded  the 
coffers  of  the  empire,  and  the  finances  of  the  Hate  de- 
manded the  moil  vigilant  care  ;  no  more  than  eight 
thoufand  pounds  were  found  in  the  treafury  on  the 
acceilion  of  Pertinax,  yet  with  a  generous  firmnefs  h^ 
remitted  the  oppreflive  taxes  invented  by  his  prede-- 
ceffor,  and  declared  *^  that  he  was  better  fatisfied  to 
**  adminifter  a  poor  republic  with  innocence,  than  to 
**  acquire  riches  by  the  ways  of  tyranny  and  difho- 
**  nour."  To  fupply  the  promifed  donation  to  the  ' 
Praetorian  guards,  the  inftruments  of  luxury  were  ex- 

E  4  pofed 


JjS  DECLINE    AKOr  FALL   Of 

pofed  to  filei  and  tiie  worthlefs  favourites  of  t!i«  'ty# 
rant  campelled  to  difgorge  part  of  their  ill-gotten 
wealth.  But  the  licentious  foldiery  of  the  capital 
regretted  the  profufe  prodigality  of  Cotnmodus,  and 
fireaded  the  -reftoration  6{  ancient  difcipline*  Their 
difcontents  were  inflamed  by  Latus,  their  prtefeftj 
whb  found  that  his  emperor  would  reward  a  ferviant^ 
but  would  not  be  ruled  by  a  favourite.  A  nobb  fe*^ 
D^tior  was  feired  the  third  day  of  his  reign,  and  vio* 
l€Otly  carried  to  the  camp  to  be  invefted  with  the  im-i 
pefial  purple;  the  affrighted  vidim  efcaped  to  the 
feet  of  the  fo^reign.  Therafh  youth  of  Sofms  Falcon 
bne  of  the  confuls,  afpired  alfo  to  dominion,  but" the 
attempt  was  crufhed  by  the  unexpe^ed  prefencfe  df 
Fertiaa^t'^  and  his  clemency  would  not  fuffer  his  (horl 
l;e!gii  to  be  -ftaincd  with  the  blood  even  of  a  gxiilty 

fcftatdr. 

..  ApD.  193.]  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Mai-ch,  only 
eighty-fix  days  from  the  death  of  Gommodus,  a. general 
fed:ition  brbke  out  in  the  camp..  Two  or  three  hun* 
dred  pf  the  mofl:  def^ierate  foldiers  marched  at  nooa 
towards  the  imperial  palace  ;  their  companions  threw 
open  the  gates  on  their  appearance^  and  Pertinax ^  in? 
formed  of  their  approach,  advanced  to  meet  the  affaf* 
fins*  He  painted  his  own  innocence,  and  recalled  thf 
fan^^ity  of  their  recent  oath.  For  ^  few  moments,  ih« 
majeftic  firmnefs  of  his  demeanor  overrawed  their  in- 
tentions; but  thfB  fury  of.  a  barbarian  of  Tongre$ 
levelled  the  firfl  blow  againfl:  the  emperor,  anrd  a  n^uU 
litude  of  wounda  terminated  his  life  and  the  hopes  <^ 

a  goldw 
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^gqlden  teign,  in  the  very  fight  of  ah  indignant  peo^ 
pk^^w^  could  only  latnent  the  fate  they  werls  unable 
'to  av^rt.  . 

Though  the  proportion  of  the  military  force  tb  the 
.number  of  people  wds  but  fmall  and  inconfiderable^  yet 
ia  body  pf  tea  or  fifteen  thoufand  guards  are  fufficient 
io  contfiol  the  inclinations  of  the  mod  numerous.popui- 
lace*     The  Praetorian  bands  amounted  nearly  to  the 
iaft-kneiitioned  number.     AuguAus,  fenfible  that  the 
4aws  might  colour,  but  that  arms  muft  maintain  his 
oifurpation,  firfl:  inftituted  them ;  !they  were  favoured 
.with  double  piy  iind  double  privileges;  at  fir ft^ only 
.three  cohorts  wf^re  Rationed   iti  the  capital,  and  the 
<reft  difperfed  tbtough  the  adjacent  towtis  of  Italy  ;  but' 
the  crafty  Tiberius  coUeded  them  in  apertnaneiit  camp, 
which  was  fortified  with  care,  and  formed  clofe  to  the 
walls  of  the  city,  on  the  fummit  of  the  Quirinal  and 
Bimitial  Hilk.     The  Praetorian  guards,  thus  placed  in 
view  of  the  palace  and  the  fenate,  foon  perceive^  their 
own  ftrength,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment.    Nourifhed  in  the  luxurious  idlenefs  of  an  opii- 
Icnt  city,  they  :confideted  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign, 
the  authority  of  the  fenate,  and  the  feat  of  empire  en- 
.trufted    to     their    fidelity    and   dependent  on  thek 
will.     The  bed  and  firmed:  princes  had  been  .coih- 
:pelled   to  flatter  th^ir  pride,  indulge  their  pieafores, 
and  connive  at  their  irregularities;  an<f  from  the  ele- 
•Tition  of  the  emperor  Claudius^*  they  had,  on  the  ac« 
cei]ioB  jof  every  new  emperor,  ex:aded  the  purchafe  of 
Aetr  acqui^cence  und^  the  fpecious  name  of  a  dona- 

'  live. 
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tive.  Their  claims  they  not  only  fupp>orted  by  zrms^ 
tut  endeavoured  to  juftify  by  arguments;  they  con- 
fidered  themfelves  9s  the  genuine  reprefentatives  of 
"th^  Roman  people,  and  according  to  the  ancient  prin- 
ciples  of  the  conftitution,  beft  entitled  to  eldft  the 
jniKtary  chief  of  the  republic;  arid  whatever  might 
be  deficient  in  reafoning,  was  fupplied  by  the  weight 
of  their  fwords. 

By  the  murder  of  Pertinax,  the  Prastorians  had  vio- 
lated the  fandity  of  the  throne,  and  they  degraded  the 
majefly  of  it  by  their  fubfequent  condud.  On  the 
public  ramparts  they  expofed  to  fale  the  imperial  dig- 
nity, and  proclaimed  that  the  Roman  world  was  to 
'  be  difpofed  of  by  auftion  to  the  beft  bidder.  The  two 
competitors  for  it,  were  Servius  Sulpicianus,  the  late 
emperor*s  father-in-law,  whofe  ambition  prompted  him 
to  afpire  to  a  throne,  recently  polluted  by  the  blood  of 
fo  near  a  relation ;  and  Didius  Julianus,  a  weafthy  fe- 
nator,  whofe  wife  and  daughter  perfuaded  him  that 
lie  was  worthy  of  empire.  Sulpicianus  had  already 
promifed  a  donative  of  one  hundred  and  (ixty  pounds 
fterling  to  each  foldier,  when  Didius  rofe  at  once  to 
tl^  fum  of  two  hundred  ;  the  oflfer  was  accepted,  the 
gates  of  the  camp  werfe  thrown  open  to  the  purchafer ; 
[a.  d.  193.  March  28.]  he  was  declared  emperor,  but 
it  was  ftipujated  that  he  ihould  pardon  and  forget  the 
competitbn  of  Sulpicianus. 

The  foldiers,  to  fulfil  the  contrad,  placed  the  fo* 
vereign  in  their  centre,  and  conduced  him  through 
the   ftreets  of  .  the   aftoniflied   and    indignant    city. 

The 
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The  fenate  was  commanded  to  aflemble,  and  the 
friends  of  Peninax,  and  the  perfonal  enemies  of 
Didius,  found  it  prudent  to  conceal  their  fecret 
diflike  in  apparent  fatiijfaaion.  The  new  empe- 
ror enlarged  on  his  own  virtues,  and  the  freedom 
of  his  eleflion,  and  the  obfequious  fenate  readily 
engaged  their  allegiance  to  a  prince  fupported  and 
furrounded  by  armed  proteftors.  By  the  fame  nu- 
litary  attendants,  Julian  was  conduced  to  the  palace.  ^ 
He  furveyed  with  bdiiference  the  abandoned  body  of 
Pertinax,  and  derided  the  frugal  repaft  provided  for 
his  fupper.  A  n>agnificent  feaft  was  prepared  by  his 
order,  and  tiU  a  lat^  hour  he  amufed  himfelf  with  the 
performances  qf  fome  celebrated  dancers.  Yet  whea 
the  crowd  of  ^flatterers  were  withdrawn,  and  he  was 
left  to  darknefs  and  folitude,  he  is  reprefented  as  pai& 
ing  a  fleeplefs  night,  revolving  poffibly  the  fate  of 
his  predeceifor,  and  the  probable  confequences  of  his 
own  rafhnefs.  His  inquietude  was  judified  by  his 
iituation.  The  foldiers  themfelves  were  aihamed:  of  th€! 
prince  they  had  exalted,  the  citizens  regarded  him  with 
abhorence,  the  nobles  met  him  with  hollow  profeflions 
of  duty,  btit  the  populace,  fecure  in  their  numbers, 
followed  him  with  reproachful  clamours  and  menacing 
imprecations ;  and  confcious  of  their  own  impotence,  - 
xalled  upon  the  legions  of  the  frontiers  to  afiert  the 
violated  majefty  of  Rome. 

The  public  difcontent  had  already  fpread  from  the 
centre  to  thte  more  remote  parts  of  the  empire.  The 
armies  of  Britain,  of  Syria,  and  of  lUyricum  lamented 
the  death  of  Pertinax,  and  refufed  to  ratify  the  igno* 

minious 
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miniousr bargain  of  the  Praetorian  bands.  Thexefpedive 
ftrengt^  of  thefe  armies  was  exaftly  balanced ;  and  thfcir 
different  cominanders  men  of  experience  and  capacity* 
The  noble  extraftion  of  Clodius  Albinus  furpaffed 
both  hie  competitors  $  but  the  brainch  from  whence  be 
claimed  was  funk,  and  trahfplanted   into  a  remote 
province.     He  is  accufed  of  concealing  every  vice 
•which  degraded  human  nature,   under  the  cloak  df 
philofpphy  5  but  we  muft  recolleft  his  accufers  werie 
the  venal  writers  of  the  reign  of  Severus.     Albiniis 
had  been  honoured  \^ith  the  confidence  of  Marcui, 
*a^nd  though  he  >continued  to  enjoy  the  favour  of  thfe 
ibn,  it  does  not  appear  he  was  either  the  minifter  of 
ihis  cruelties,  or  the  affociate  of  his  pleafures.      When 
'  Cbmmodus  diftrufted  the  defigns  of  fome  difconiented 
generals,  he  authorized,  by  a  letter,  Albinus  to  affamie 
the  title  and.  enfigns  of  Ceerar;  but  the  prudent  go- 
'verndr  declined  an  honour  whichimight  have  involved 
'hira  in  the  impending  deftruQibn  of  his  matter.     He 
Courted  power  by  nobler  means.     On  a  premature 
repbrt  of  the  death  of  the  emperor,  he  affemhled  his 
'  troops,   and  declared  his  intention  to  reinftate  the 
fenateand  people  in  their  legal  authority*    Secure  ia 
his  infular  fituation,  aiid  in  the  affedbns  of  a  Weli- 
fdifcipltned  army,  he  braved  the  fubfequent  menaces  of 
Commodus,  was  referved  towards  Pettinax,  and  in-* 
ftantly  rejeded  the  degrading  treaty   and  infultiqg 
Qfurpation  of  Julian.       He   declined    the  pompous 
titles   of  Auguftus    and   emperor,  and  ftyled  him- 
ielf  the  lieutenant  of  the  fenate  and  people.    - 
^    Fefcennius   Niger,    from  an   obfcure  birth    and 

ftation^ 
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ftatioB,  "was  raifed  to  the  governijieBt  of  Syriaby  per- 
fonal  merit,  yet  his  part3  wiere  better  fuited  for  the 
fecond  than  the  firft  rank  ;  as  a  general  ^ikI  governor 
he  had  acquired  the  love  of  .the  fpldie^s;  the  efteem  of  the 
provincials  and  the  .wilhes  o|^  Afia,  on  the  intelligencq 
cf  the  murder  of  Pertinax,  invited  Niger  to  affume 
the  imperial  dignity ;  but  whilft  he  flattered  himfelf 
his  acceflion  would  be  undisturbed  by  competition, 
and  unft^incd  with  blood,  he  neglefted  the  means  to 
fecure  vidory,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  pomp  of  pre- 
mature triumph.  Inftead  of  advancing  rapidly  to 
Italy  and  Rome,'he  wafted  at  Amioch  thofe  moments 
which  were  improved  by  the  decifive  a<9:ivity  of  the 
diUgent  Severus.  [ 

Septimius  Severus,  a  native  of  Africa,  commanded 
at  t^is  time  the  Pannonian  army  ;  troopa  which  from 
9  perpetual  warfare  with  the  Germans  and  Sarmatians, 
were  dcfervedly  efteemed  the  bed  in  the  empire.  .  A 
daring  ambition,  fuperior  to  the  allurements  of  pleafuro 
and  the  apprehenfions  of  danger,  animated  theii- 
leader.  On  the  firft  news  of  the  dcftruftion  of 
Pertinax,  he  harangued  his  legions,  repr^fent^d  the 
weaknefs  and  infolence  of  the  Praetoriaji  guards,  and 
promifed  to  every  foldier  under  his  command,  the 
fum*  of  four  hundred  pounds  as  the  reward  of  vidory, 
and  the  recompenfe  of  empire,  [a.  d.  193,  April  13.] 
The  acclamations  of  the  army  immediately  faluted  hinv 
yith  the  names  of  Aguftus,  Pertinax,  and  tmperor  j 
and  a,ware  of  bis  fituation,  which  jgave  him  an  eafjr 
^ccefs  into  Italy,  be  advanced  with  a  celerity  proppr- 
tionerf  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  enterprize.    .Before  his. 

II  competitors 
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competitors  could  be  apprifed  of  hb  intentionSy  he 
might  reafonably  hope  to  revenge  Pertinax,  punifli 
Julian^  and  receive  the  homage  of  the  Senate  and 
people.  During  th^  whole  expedition  he  fcarce  al- 
lowed a  moment  for  refrefhment,  but  marching  on  foot 
at  the  head  of  his  columns,  he  revived  the  hopes,  ani- 
mated the  fpirits,  and  fbared  the '  Kardfhips  of  the 
meaneft  foldier. 

Auguftus  had  declared  "that  a  Pannonian  army 
might  in  ten  days  cjppear  in  fight  of  Rome.*'  The 
lapid  approach  of  Severus  convinced  Julian  of  the 
propriety  of  the  expreflion,  and  of  his  own  inevitable 
deftrudion  ;  each  minute  diminifhed  the  narrow  fpan 
of  life  and  empire,  and  hk  unavailing  attempts  to  pro- 
tra£l  the  ruin  he  was  unable  to  prevent,  expofed  him 
to  contempt  and  ridicule.  The  venal  Praetorians 
were  prevented  by  fear  and  (hame  from  deferting  his 
Standard ;  1)ut  enervated  by  luxury,  they  quitted  the 
baths  and  theatres  with  regret,  and  trembled  at  the 
faopelefs  contefl:  with  the  hardy  legions  of  the  north. 
Each  motion  of  Julian  betrayed  his  anxious  per- 
plexity J  he  infifted  that  Severus  fliould  be  declared  a 
public  enemy ;  he  intreated  he  might  be  aiTociated  to 
the  honours  of  the  empire  ;  he  difpatched  public  em- 
bafladors  to  negociate  with  him,  and  private  emif« 
laries  to  atTaffin^te  him.  But  Severus,  infenfible  to 
his  offers,  and  guarded  from  his  njore  dangerous  prac- 
tices by  the  ailiduous  fidelity  of  fix  hundred  chofetv 
men,  advanced  in  a  fteady  and  rapid  courfe.  With- 
out difEculty  he  pafre4  the  (^efiles  of  the  Apennine, 
received  into  his  party  the  troops  fent  to^etard  his 

progrefs^ 
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progrefs,  and  made  a  ihort  halt  at  Interamnia,  about 
feventy  miles  from  Rome.  The  incredible  expedition 
with  which  a  numerous  army  was  conduced  eight 
hundred  miles  in  the  fpace  of  forty  days,  proves  the 
goodnefs  of  the  roads,  the  difcipline  of  the  legions^ 
and  the  flourifhing  ftatc  of  agriculture  throughout  the 
country.  Though  the  viftory  of  Severus  was  already 
fecure,  the  defpair  of  the  Praetorian  troops  might  have 
rendered  it  bloody }  but  fupported  only  by  fuUen  ob- 
ftinacy,  they  gladly  embraced  the  proffered  conditions 
to  deliver  up  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder  of  Eerti- 
nax,  and  abandon  their  worthlefs  prince  The  great- 
eft  part  of  the  former  were  feized  by  their  companions ; ' 
and  the  latter,  by  a  fentence  of  the  fenate,  was  be* 
beaded  in  a  private  apartment  of  the  palace,  after  aa 
anxious  reign  of  fixty-fix  days.  -  [a.  d.  193. 
Tune  2d.] 

The  firft  moments  of  Severus  were  occupied  in  the 
honours  and  revenge  due  to  the  memory  of  Pertinax. 
His  funeral  was  folemnized  with  melancholy  magnifi- 
cence, and  his  fucceffor  condefcended  to  pronounce 
his  funeral  oration  with  ftudied  eloquence  and  well* 
aded  forrow  ;  but  policy  didated  the  previous  punilh- 
ment  of  his  affaffins.  The  Prastorian  guards  were 
commanded  to  await  in  a  large  plain,  without  arms 
and  in  the  habits  of  ceremony,  the  arrival  of  their 
fovereign ;  a  chofen  past  of  the  Illyrian  army  encom- 
paKTed  them  with  levelled  fpears ;  confcious  of  guilt, 
and  incapable  of  flight  or  refiftance,  they  expefted 
their  fate  in  filent/confternation.  Severus,  mounted  . 
on  his  tribunal,  fternly  reproached  them  with  perfidy 

and 
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'iind'eowardic6,  'damifled  them  with  Ignominy,  defpoil* 
id  them  of  their  fplendid  .ornaments,  and  baiiiibed 
Ihem  ^der  [^in  of  death  td  the  diftance  of  an  h)iji« 
drcd^  miles  from  the  capital.     Tho5  having  celebrated 
the  obfequies  and  appealed  the  manes  of  his  predecef* 
for',  after  k  flibtt  ftay  of  thirty  days,  Severus  left  Rome 
to  encounter  his  more  formidable  rivals.  .' 
•    if  his  two  competitors,  united-  by  their  cbmmoiji 
dang'er,  liad  aldvanced  upon  him  vi^khout  delay,'  Sep 
Verus  poffibly  would  have  funk  beneath  ;he  coihbined 
weight ;  but  the  character  of  the  emperor,  equally 
with  hiftory,  enables  us  to  trace  the  means  by  which 
hfe  averted  fo  ^formidable  a  junftion.  .jSeverua  regar^ 
ed.  oaths  and  tr-eaties  only  as  they  xonduced  to  his  ii^ 
f  erefl; ;  and  the  moment  danger  was  rpafl:,  his  obedient 
cohfcicftce-  releafed  him  from  the  inconvenient  ot>iiga- 
tion.     He  promifed  only  to  betray  j  he  flattefed  only 
lo  Tiiin^     While  he  advanced  againft  Niger,  he  de- 
clined any  hoftile  declarations,  fuppreffed  the  name  of 
his  atltagonifl:,  and  in  private  fpoke  of  him  as  Tiis  ,ot4 
friend  and  intended  fucceffor.     The  fon§  of  $»Ii^er  had 
fallen  into  tiis  h^inds,  arid  as  long  as  the  pqwer  of  the 
father  infpired  terror  or  even,  refped,  they  were  edu^ 
tate'd  ivith  the  moft  tender  care;  but  the  parent'? 
tuin  extended  to  his  offspring,  and  after  his  defeat  they 
^ere  firft  condemned  to  exile,  and  were  finally  remov- 
ed by  a  private  death.  ,. 

Two  engs^ements,  one  near  the  Heilefpont,  the 
other  in  ,t}je. narrow  defiles  of  Cilicia,  decided  the  fate 
of  his  Syrian  cpnipetijtor^  and  heno,wru{hed  forwards 
with  his  viftorious.  j^rnjy  to  overwhelm  his  remaining 

rival. 
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rlral.  During  his  eonteft  he  l^id  treated  Albmus  vn(h 
every  mark  of  refpedl  and  efteem,  he  had  conferred  en 
him,  as  the  price  of  his  neutrality,  the  rank  of  Caefar, 
and  even  in  the  letters  in  which  he  announced  his 
vidiory,  be  (lyles  him  the  brother  of  his  foul  and  his 
empire ;  but  the  meflengers  charged  with  the  letters 
were  inftruded  to  demand  a  private  audience,  and  to 
plunge  their  daggers  in  his  heart.  The  oonfpiracy 
vras  difcovered,  and  the  too  creduious  Albinus  no 
.  longer  confiding  in  vain  profeflions,  aaid  eager  for 
revenge,  palled  over  to  the  continent  to  meet  and  en* 
gage  his  approaching  amagonifL  Near  Lyons  one. 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Romans  were  engaged. 
The  valour  of  the  Britifii  army  maintatned  a  doubtful 
oonteft  with  the  diicipline  of  the  Illyrian  legions  ;  the 
fortune  of  Severus  feemed  for  a  moment  to  have  for- 
faken  his  ftaadard :  but  the  event  was  decifive,  and 
fatal  to  the  hopes  and  life  of  Albinus^  and  the  war  was 
terminated  by  that  oiefliorable  day. 

In  the  dvil  wars  of  modern  Europe,  religion,  iree* 
dom,  or  loydty,  have  interefled  the  troops  in  the  de» 
cifion  of  the  quarrel ;  but  the  legions  of  Rome  were 
aillured  to  the  combat  by  liberal  donatives  or  more 
liberal  promifes,  and  a  defeat,  which  difabled  the  chief 
from  the  performance  of  his  engagements,  diflblved 
the  allegiance  of  his  followers,  and  left  them  to  <:on- 
fttlt  their  own  fa&ty  hy  a  timely  defertion.  The 
provinces  exhaufted,  and  the  cities  feldom  fortified, 
haftened  to  implore  the  clemency  of  the  conqueror. 

Yet  the  city  of  Byzantiuni«  in  the  eonteft  between 
Severus  and  Niger,  delervesaniionourable  exceptkdiL 
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As  one  of  the  greateft  paflfages  fr'om  Europe  into  Afia, 
it  was  provided  with  a  large  fleet,  and  defended  by  a 
ftrong;  garrifon.  Severus,  by  forcing  the  paflage  oF 
the  Heilefpont,  difappoihtcd  this  prudent  fcheme  ^of 
defence,  and  left  the  fiege  of  Byzantium  to  the  arms 
of.  his  generals.  During  three  years,  it  defied  the 
whole  military  and  naval  po\Ver  of  the  empire,  and  at 
length  furrend^ed  to  famine ;  yet  the  revenge  of  Sc- 
wrus  in  deftroying  the  city,  deprived  the.  Roman 
people  of  the  ftrongeft  bulwark  againft  the  barbarians^. 
of  Pontus  and  Afia,  and  the  Gothic  fleets  in  the  fuc- 
Ceeding  age  pafled  into  tl^e  centre  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, through  the  undefended  BofphohjSr  .  ' 

.The  deaths  of  Niger- and  Albinus  on  the  field  of 
battle,  by  removing  cv^ry  dread  of  competftibd,  left 
Severus  at  Kberty  to  exercife  the  unforgiving  ipirit  of 
his  natural  difpofition  ;  and  thB  head  of  All>inu^,  with 
a  menacing  letter,  informed  the  fenate  he  was  ^deter* 
mined  to  fpare  none  of  his  adherents.  Fortyiont 
fenators  were  condemned  and  executed,  and  the^  pro- 
vinces of  Gaul  and  Spain  were  equally  oppreflTed  by 
exorbitant  fines  and  defolated  by  fanguinary  profcrip* 
tipns.  The  fubfequent  wifdom  and  juftice  of  Sev^rus*i^ 
adminiftration  prove  the  fincerity  of  .his  expreffion, 
**  that  to  be  mild  it  was  firfl:  neceffary  to  be  cruel.*' 
He  had  fecured  the  Roman  empire,  and  he  now  be- 
ftowed  an  unremitting  care  in  the  improvement  of  his 
acquifition..  Salutary  laws  were  promoted,  and  main- 
tained with  inflexible  juftice;  public  edifices  were 
ejefted,  and  a  conftant  (tiftribution  of^com  and  provi- 
fion^  capivated  the  aifeclions  of  the  Roman  people. 
'      '    '  ^   '  "  M 
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But  the  mortal  poifon  of  civil  war»  amidft  eiiterii^ 
profperity,  lurked  in  the  vitals  of  the  conftituti6n,',aii(l 
the  infolence  of  the  Jegiobs  betrayed  the  certain 
fymptoms  of  a  declining  eriipire;  -Th^.nervfs  of  dif* 
Gipline  Had  been  TebK^d,  by  Seyeius,  either  from  gi-a* 
titude  or  policy  ;.  the  pay  of  Acfoldiers  was  increafed, 
their  <]9nattve&  were  multiplied  ;  they  yi^^xe.  iadulged 
in  th^idtenefst)f  quarter?,  and  thpir  perfons  decdraled 
tt'ith  newsnd  diflinguiftmig  ornamqats-  .  The-Praet6- 
ilan  guards  had  been  aholifhed"^  foe  thfe  oiurder  of 
Pertinax,  but  the  inftirutipn  was  reftored  by  SeverUs, 
and  augmented  to  four  times  the  former  number,' 
Thefe  foldiers  were  now  draughted  from  the  frontiers,  . 
and  whilft  the  youth  of  Italy  were  thus  deterred  from 
the  exercife  of  arms,  t|ie  ftern  afpefts  and  barbarous 
manners  of  thefe  flrangers  over-awed  and  terrified  the 
timid  and  luxurious  city.  The  command  of  thefe 
troops  was  devolved  on  the  Prstorian  prsefeft ;  and 
Plautianus,  the  favourite  of  Severus,  was  firft  entruft- 
cd  with  this  authority.  He  poflefled  it  ten  years; 
but  the  marriagfe  of  his  daughter  with  the  emperor's 
cldeft  fon,  indeed  of  eftabli(hing  his  fortune',  deter- 
mined his  downfall.  The  apprehenfions  of  Severus 
were  excited  by  the  ambition  of  Plautianus ;  he  con- 
fented  with  reluftance  to  the  death  of  a  "man  whom  he 
ftill  loved,  and  Papinian,  a  celebrated  lawyer,  fucceed- 
ed  him  in  the  office  of  Pr^torian  prsefeft. 

The  fenate,  nil  the  reign  of  Severus,  had  poffcfled 
a  nominal  authority;  but  the  haughty  and  inflexi* 
ble  fpirit  of  tha't  prince,  accuftomed  to  the  implicit 
qbedience  of  camps,  defpifed  the  intermediate  ftate 
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between  the  emperor  and  the  army.  He  aflutned  the 
conduA  and  ftyle  of  a  fovereign  and  conqueror,  and 
exercifed  wuhout  difguiie  the  whole  legiflative  and 
executive  power.  The  imperial  authority  was  no 
longer  confidered  as  «  delegated  commiflion,  but  efta* 
blifhed  by  the  refignation  of  the  fenate;  and  Roman 
Jurifprudence^  now  united  with  monarchy,  was  fup« 
pofed  to  have  attained  perfection  in  the  writings  of 
Papinian,  Paulus,  and  Ulpian^  the  moft  eminent  civil 
lawyers,  and  who  flouriflied  under  the  houfe  of  So- 
vtru9f 
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CHAPTER     IV. 

THE  D^ATH  OF  SEVERUS— TYRANNY  OF  CARACALLA— 
psyi^ATION  <>F  MACRINUS— FOLLtES  OF  ELAGABALUS^ 
VIRTUES  AWPD  DEATH  OF  ALEXANDER  SEVERUS* 


-1  HE  means  by  which  Sevetus  afceuded  the  deep 
acclivity  of  greatners,  engaged  his  attention  aik)  exar- 
cifed  his  aftivity  ^  but  his  eftablifliment  on  the  fasumit 
was  accompanied  with  little  fatlsfadion*     ^<  He  had 
been  all  things,  and  all  was  of  little  value,'^  was  the 
melancholy  refledion  of  the  lord  of  the  Roman  world. 
To  perpetuate  in  his  family  the  greatnefs  he  had  ac- 
quired, was  the  remaining  wifh  of  ambition  and  pater* 
nal  tendernefs.     Severus,  like  the  refl:  of  the  Afman^ 
was  addicted  to  the  ftudies  of  magic  and  diviiHtion  j* 
and  perfedty  verfed  in  judicial  aftrology,  acknbw*  ^  ' 
ledged  its  dominion  over  his  mind.     After  the  lofs  of 
his  firft  wife,  he  folicited  and  obtained  the  hand  of 
Julia  Domma,  a  young  lady  of  Emefa.     A  royal  na* 
iivity  was  the  inducement  to  Severus,  but  though  in« 
different  himfelf  to  the  attractions  of  beauty  or  wit^ 
yet  Julia  poffefled  every  charm  and  allurement  which 
attend  expreflive  features^  an  elegant  perfon,.  and  a    ' 
^vely  imagination.    Her  prudence  in  the  fubfetjuent 
rdgn  of  her  fon,  long  averted  his  fate,  and  fometimes 
retrained  his  wild  extravagancies  j  and  during  the  life 
of  her  hufband,  (he  patronized  the  arts  and  encou- 
raged witli  liberality  the  works  of  droopiag  genius. 

F3  Letters 
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Letters  and  philofophy  engaged  her  vacant  hours  and 
ftrengthened  her  undei  (landing  ;  and  the  learned  have 
celebrated  with  grateful  panegyric,  the  foundnefs  of 
her  judgment  and  the  qualities  of  her,  mind:  Ye; 
bidory  forbids  us  to  rank  amongft  her  virtues  that  of 
chaftiiy ;  and  the  ccnduft  rf  the  emprefs  Julia  afford* 
ed  an  ample  fubject  to  the  pen  of  fcandal. 

Two  fons,  Caracalla  aiKl  Geta,*  were  the  iffue  of 
this  marriage;  and  the  future  hopes  of  the  emperor ; 
but  the  fond  expectations  of  the  parent  were  difap- 
pointed  by  the  early  vices  or  imbccillity  of  his  un- 
worthy offspring.  Without  talents  or  virtue,  a  rooted 
antipathy  to  each  other  feemed  to  be  their  predominant 
paffion  ;  and  their  averfion  increafing  with  their  years^ 
divided  into  two  factions  the  theatre,  the  circus,  and 
the  court.  The  anxious  parent  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  allay  the  growing  animofity,  and  the  uahappy  dif- 
cord  of  his  family  clouded  the  profpeds  and  augment-* 
ed  the  increafing  infirmities  of  the  declining  emperor. 
The  throne  he  had  erefted  with  fo  much  labour,  and 
cemented  with  fo  much  blood,  was  foon  likely  to  be 
overturned  j  and  in  the  prophetic  anguifti  of  his  foul, 
Severus  foretold  that  the  weaker  of  his  fons  would  fall 
a  facrifice  to  the  ftronger,  who,  in  his  turn,  would  be 
ruined  by  bis  own  vices.  Wifh  an  impartial  hand, 
he,  had  conferred  oJi.  both  the  title  of  Auguflus  with 
the  name  ot  Antoninus ;  and  the  Roman  woild^  t'oi 
Hit  firft  time,  beh^^ld  three  emperors.  Yet  Caracalla 
CQUfidered  the  Equality  an  injury  to  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture  5  and  Geta*^ fought  in  the  affeclionsif  the  fol- 
diers  and  people  Ip  balance  the  fuperior  claim  of  his 
7      ..  brother. 
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brother.  A  war  in  Britain  enabled  the  aged  emperor 
6>  withdraw  his  Tons  from  the  luxury  of  Rome,  and 
to  inure  them  to  honourable  toils.  {^a..d.  208.]  Not- 
withftanding  his  confidence  in  his  lieutenants^  the 
painful  fenfations  of  the  gout,  and  the  advanced  period 
of  threefcore  years,  he  was  tranfported  into  that  re-^ 
mote  ifland,  and  in  perfon  endeavoured  to  complete 
the  conqueft  of  Britain.  But  though  the  Caledo- 
nians, unequal  to  refift  his  powerful  attacks,  fued  for 
peace,  yet  their  fubmiffion  lafted  no  longer  than -their 
terror ;  and  with  the  retreat  of  the  legions,  they  re* 
afiumed  their  independence.  The  fierce  temper  of  the 
viaor  was  enraged  by  their  reftlefs  fpirit ;  in  pene- 
trating to  the  nortjiern  exrcmity  of  the  ifland,  he  had 
loft  by  the  ambufcades  of  the  enemy  and  the  feyerity 
of  the  climate  above  fifty  thoufand  men  ;  and  inflamed 
by  continual  revolt,' he  ilTued  bis  orders,  not  to  fub- 
^ue,  but  to  exterminate  the  'naiiv,es. 

The  death  of  ihe  unreleatil^g  conqueror*  preferved 
the  devoted  Caledonians  fi-om  the  confequenccs  of  his 
refeatftjent;  but  his  lad  iilnefe  was  increafed  by  the 
exqutfite  p^agfi.^of  filial  degenseracy.  The  black  paf**' 
fions  of  Caracalla  impelled  him  to  attempt .  the  fmall 
temainder  of  his  father's  days,  and  he  in  vaia  endea- 
^  vowed  to  eftrange  the  fidelity  of  thelcgionst  Severus 
had  formerly  condemned  the  criminal  lenhy  of  Mar- 
cus Antoninus,  in  fparing  a  worthless  fon.  DidratSed 
with  thie  pains  cf  mind  and  body,  he  revolved .  the 
fttirncr  fuggcftioiis  otfjufticc;  but- though  be  fir<;4iJi?m- 
ly  threatto^i  paternal  tenderndls  continually  Intet- 
pofed;    and    in    the    fix^y-fifth    year   of   his    age, 
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and   the   eighteenth   of    his    reign,    he  expired   at 
York,  recommending  with  his   laft  breath  concord 
to   his   fons,  and   his    fons   to  the  army.     Though 
the    dying    counfels    of    the    emperor    were    little 
regarded  by  his  heedlefs  ofiipring,  yet  deaf  to  the  foli- 
citations  of  Caracalla^  the  obedient  troops  proclaimed 
both  brothers  emperors  of  Rome.    The  new  priaces-^ 
left  the  Caledonians  in  peace,  returned  to  the  capitad,- 
celebrated  the  funeral  obfequies  of  their  father,  and 
received  the  ready  fubmiffion  ojfthe  fenate,  the  people, 
and  the  provinces*     But  thi^ir  rapid  journey  through 
Gaul  and  Italy  difplayed  the  odious  fpedacle  of  fra- 
ternal difcord.    They  never  eat  at  the  fame  tab|f,,pr 
fl^pt  m  the  fame  Jlibufe ;  and  on  their  arrival  at  Rpine  . 
they  carefully  divided  the  imperial  palace.    The  dooi^ 
and  paflages  were  diltgenrly  fortified,  and  no  commu^  ^ 
nication  was  allowed  between  their  apartments  ;  when 
they  met  it  was  in  the  prefence  of  their  afili^ec)  iiH>tbery 
and  even  the  praAifed  diflimulation  of  a  court  cQuld 
icarce  conceal  the  inveterate  hatred  of  their  hearts^ 

The  iuggefted  divifion  of  the  empire  for  a  mbrnent . 
engaged  their  attentioiu    It  was  prppofed  that  Ca« 
racalla,    the    elder  brother,    (bouM  retain  £iiropc»  ^^ 
and  the  weftern  Africa ;    and  that  Afia  and  Egypt  , 
ibould  be  yelinquiflied  to  Geta,  who  might  fix  his  refir  - 
dence  at   Alexandria  or  Anttoch :    That  numerous  . 
armies  encamped  on  either  fide  of  the  TbracJ99  Bof-^ 
phoros,  ihpuid  guard  the  frontiers  of^th^  rival  mo*  . 
narchies ;  and  that  the  fenators  of  European  ex^^-  ^ 
tion  ftould  remain  at  Rome,  aqd  the  natives  of  Afia  ' 
follow  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft.    Thetears  of  the  em* 
I  prefa 
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prefs  Julia  diverted  a  defign  which  had'  filled  every 
bread  with  furprife  and  indignation.     The  Romsilis 
had  to  dread  either  the  impending  calamities  of  civil 
war,  or  in  the  permanent  djvifion  of  the  provinces,  the  - 
immediate  diffofution  of  the  empire. 

Had  the  plan  been  carried  into  effeft,  the  fovereignt* 
of  the  more  warlike  nations   of  Europe  would  fooa 
have  extelifded  his  dominion  over  the  wealthy  and  ef- 
feminate realms  of  Afia.     But  Garacalla  obtained  an 
undivided  empire  by  a  more  eafy,  though  lefs  honour- 
able vi3ory.     By  the  perfuafions  of  his  mother  he 
was  induced,  iii  her  apartment,  to  meet  his  brother 
on  tei^s  of  propofed  reconciliation ;  but  in  the  midft 
of  their  converfation,  a  party^of  concealed  centurions 
rulhed  in^  and  aiTaffinated  tlie  unfottunate  Geta.  [A  d. 
2 12.  Feb.  27.]  The  diftra£led  Julia,  in  her  unavailing 
attemptsto  fave  him,  received  a  wound  in  her  hand,  and 
beheld  with  horror  her  eldeft  fon  aniihating  and  aflift* 
ing  the  aiTaffins.    The  mcHfttent  Garacalla  had  perpe« 
trated  the  fratricide,  be  bailened  with  well-diflembted  ' 
coafufion  to  ^he  f^aetorian  canl]^  $  he  threw  himfelf 
on  the  ground  befdre  the  (latuesof  the  tutelar  deities,  * 
and  to  the  foldters  who  attempted  to  contfort- him, 
deicril^ed,  in  broken  accents,  Us  pretended  dttnger  and  ^ 
efcape.    The  death  of  Getli,  he  infinuated,  was  the  kGt  ^ 
of  felf-f  refer^tioAi ;    and    though   that  uhfortunafe 
princ^  bkd  been  the  fevourite  of  the  feldiers;  Gatra-^  - 
calk  foon  convinced  them  of  thejuftice  of  the  caiife, 
by  diftrtbuiingthe  Ir^ures  accumulated  by  his  &thbP« 
fiiigaAity^  in  ohe  lavUh  donaiivf.    The  fubfervient  fe-  ' 
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natjB  readily  acquiefced  in  the  decifion  of  the  military, 
and  G^a  was  allowed  b^  his  brother  the  funerat  of  a 
Roman  emperor. 

But  amidft  the  purfuits  of  pleafure  and  bufmefs,  the 
ftm^s  of  a  guilty  cojifcience  tortured  the  mind  of  Cara- 
calla,  and  the  (hades  of  an  indignant  father  and  mur- 
dered brother  ^obtra^ed  themfelve^  upon  his  diftrafted 
imagination  ;  his  repentance  prompted  him,  inftead  of 
atoning  for  the  crime,  to  remove  whacever  might  re* 
mind  him  of  the  deed*  IJe  condemned  to  death  Fa- 
dilla,  the  laft  remaining  daughter  of  the  Emperor 
Marcus,  for  lamenting  the  untimely  end  of  Geta  ;  and 
the  afflided  Julia,  his  mother,  was  compelled  by  a 
menace  of  the  fame  fate,  to  difguife  her  afHiftion  in 
ifnules,  and  receive  the  afTaiTm  with  the  appearance 
of  approbation.  About  twenty  thoufand  perfons,  it 
was  computed,  perifhed  under  the  vague  appellation  of 
Geta's  friends.  Helvius  Pertinax,  fon  to  the  prince 
of  that  name,  was  the  vidim  of  an  unfeafonable  jeft^ 
and  the  ancdftors  of  Thrafea  Prifcus,  a  family  ever  ini- 
mical to  tyranny,  determined  his  faie.  When  fufpicion 
was  exhaufted,  virtue  becaaie  a.crime,  and  a  life  of  in- 
nocence or  benevolence,  was  confidered  as  areproach. 
by  a  vie'  u&  and  bloody  tyrant*  Amidft  the  general  exe- 
cution of  fo  many  citizens,  the  particular  fate  of  Papin. 
sian  is  not  to  be  paffed  without  diftindion.  *  The  fa«. 
lutary  counfellor  df  the  aged  Severus,  he  bad  conti-- 
nued  to  exhort  and  admonifli  the  impetuous  fon  ^  he* 
was  commanded  to  exert  hia  eloquence  in  an  apology^ 
for  the  murder  of  Geta.    ".  That  it  was  f  aficr  to  com- 

"mit 
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^'  mic  than  to  jaftiiy  a  parridde,"  was  ih<  glotiour 
reply  of  Papiai^n^  Vho  hefitated  aot  a  jnotn^t  betveea 
the  lofs  of  life  or  honour.  Such  determined  virtue 
will  confer  more  luihe  on  his  memory  than  either  his 
numerous  writings,  or  his  acknowledged  reputation  as 
a  lawyer. 

.  A.  D.  213  3  Iq  21  y^i*  ^<^r  (he  death  of  Geta,  Ca« 
racalla  left  the  capital,  and  never  more  returned  to  it. 
The  feveral  provinces  of  the  empire,  particularly  thofe 
of  the  eaft,  during  the  remaining  four  years  of  his 
reign,  were. the  fcenes  of  his  rapine  and  cruelty.  At 
'  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  for  a  flight  offence,  he  com- 
manded a  genera}  maffacre,  and  from  the  temple  of 
Serapi$,  beheld  unconcerned,  the  promifcuous  flaugk« 
ter  of  many  thoufand  citizens,  as  well  as  ftrangerr* 
But  be  courted  the  aSeAions  of  the  army,  whilft  he 
conlidered  the  reft  of  bis  fubjeds  of  little  moment ; 
and  chough  his  general  demeanor  was  tuU  of  pride,  he 
cultivated  the  infolent  familiarity,  and  aiTccled  to  imi* 
tat^  che  drefs  and  manners  of  the  common  foldiers.  A 
fecret  confpiracy,  provoked  by  his  own  jealoufy,  was  Lt 
length  fatal  to  the  tyrant.  Opilius  Macrinus  occupied 
the  civil,  and  AdventUs  the  military  department  of  the 
Praetorian  prcefcdure,  which  had  b^eu  lately  divided, 
IVIacrinus  had  raifed  himfelf  by  his  dexterity  in  tufi- 
nefs,  with  a  fair  charaOer,  to  this  high  office  ;  but  the 
caprice^  of  the  emperor  was  hourly  to  be  dreaded,  and 
the  malice  or  fanaticifm  of  an  African^  had  fug^eiled 
tbis  dangerous  pce4iA^o^^'h^c  M^cviaus  and  his  fda 
were  ^ieilined  to^ea)ji>ir<e«  The  man  was  feat  ii^  chaijis 
to  Romip^  and  dill  afli^Fced  the  truth,  of  his  ptophm^ 

The 
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The  magiftf  ate  communicated  the  examination  to  the  im« 
fmrial  cotttt  thett  in  ^yria ;  but  a  friend  of  Macrin^is 
foimd  meamtoapprtfejiinioftbedanger.  Theemperor^ 
ci^ged  tnachaciotrace^  delivered  tbeletters  unopene<^ 
to  the  Pfaftorian  pra&fe£t»  who  read  his  fate  and  refolv'* 
-ed'toaprevent  it.  He  inflamed  the  difcontents  of  fomc^ 
inferior  officers,  and  engaged  the  hand  of  Martiaji^^  a 
ibldier^  difgufted  at  being  refufed  the  rank  of  centu* 
lion.  On  a  pilgrimage  of  Caracatla)  from  Edeflk  to 
Carrhes,  he  (lopped  for  fome  neceiTary  occafion.  His 
guards  perferyed  a  refpedful  diftance^  but  Martialisy 
under  pretente  of  duty,  approved  thetyrani,  and 
ftabbed  him  to  the  heart;  [w^.  p«  217,  Mardh  8th.] 
and  the  boldaffamn  inftantly.  ff^t^J^y  the  arrow  of,  a 
Scythian  archer^  >  Such  wa$  ibe  ^ei^  of  a  monfter» 
y/fkok  vices,  in  the  minds  of  htfihW^h  were  obUte-- 
lated  by  his  partial  Uberatity  f  and  their  gratitude  com« 
pdled  the  fenacp  io  affign  him  a  place  among  the  gods* 
4Jeocapd6r  t|ie  Gr«t  vms  the  objed  of  Caracallfkfs  ad- 
miration liviiig ;.  he  a^umed  hicrvenfign^y  formed  a 
Macedonian  phaknx^  and  periecuted  -  the  difi%I^  of 
Ariftctl^  :  bucin  no  other  action  of  bis  life  did  4^ 
fonof  Siv^us  bear  the  lainteft  refemblapise  to  the 
Sclacedonian  hero^  dccept  in  the  purder  of  a  great 
number  of  his  own  and  of  his  father^s  IridKiir^ 

After  the  death  of  Caracalte,  the  Roman  wo^d  re* 
mained  three  days  without  a  mfafter^  The  PraetoK&n 
guards  confidered  the  power  of  beftowing  it  as  timoft 
a  i^al  claim*  Xhe  prudeiKe  4>S  A^veatue,  the  femor 
prstfed,  rejedjed  the  dangcirouspne-eminence,  and  they 
wero  indtu:cd  reluaaaily  tei.giant  it  to  4he  crafty 

Macrinus 
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Macrihus,  whom  they  nather  Idved  m$f-  efteemed. 
[a.  b.  217.  M^rch  1 1  th.]  A  Aon  iS&m  ^St»'Mhwc^ 
cdfion,  he  cooferred  on  his  Ton  DbdntfienimiSt  inrff 
ten  years  old»  the  imperial  title,  and  the  tt^tme  <if  Amo^ 
ninus ;  and  hoped  by  the  beautiful  figure  of  the  yootii^ 
and  an  additional  donatives  to  fectire  the  favour  of  the 
army  and  eftabliih  his  doubtful  throne.  ^ 

The  fenate  and  provinces  readily  ratified  the  eholS 
<^the  army ;  but  when  the  tranfports  of  joy  and  fdh 
prize  at  their  unexpected  deliverance  from  a  bloody 
tyrant  were  fubfided;  the  membei-s  of  the  firfl:  begaa 
to  fcrutinize  the  mefifSbf  Macrinus  with  critical  fevc- 
rity.  Hitherto  the  fovereign  power  had  always  been 
delegated  td  a  fenator^  but  the  Praetorian  prssfedure 
was  ftill  in  pofleflidn  of  the  Equeftrian  order.  '  Macri* 
nu8%as  not  a  fenator^  and  the  chcHce  of  his  mintfters, 
in  many  inftances,  encreafed  the  ^ium  which  arofe 
from  his  obfcure  extra^on.  Trained  to  the  fonAs'bf 
cfvil  buiinei^,  he  trembled  at  the  fieree  manners  of  the 
foldrery ;  his  perfonal  courage  was  doubted,  his  mili« 
tary  taknts  defpifed,  and  a  whifp^  circulated  through 

^  the  camp  the  fiatal  fectet  of  the  confpiracy,  and  the  ^ 
murder  of  the  late  etnpetopr^it  was  fcarce  neceffary 
to  add  to  thefe  materials  fof  to^iim^tion^  the  invidious 
office  of  reforta ;  yet  the  prodigality  <$f  Caracalla  com- 
pelled Macrmus  to  this  dangerous  but  neceflkry  mea- 
fureJ>r  In  executing  ic  he  obferved  a  cautious  prudence  f 
to  the  foldiera  alieady  engaged  be  left  the  privilege 
and  pay  gWen- by  Caracalla,  but  the  new  recruits 

,  were  received  on  the  moderate  eftabUihment  i^Seve- 
nil*    One  fatal  error  deftroyed  the  effed  of  thi^judi- 

cioiit 
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cioos  plan  ;  indeed  of  difp'erfing  the  numerous  army 

affembled  by  the  laterBntperoffto  different  quarters,  hi 

fdffifered  them.tO'reitiainUmted  in  Syria,  to  comtfiuhi* 

4?ate.thBirco]2]piamts,  and  to  contemplate  their  owfi 

ilccfigth* :  1     #.    ,»  •  /'"^ '    ''•  * 

^^r'TjiriiaMoeray  the  fitter  of  the'deceafeii  widow  of 

^verus,  was   ordered  by   the   ufurpdrpf^to  leave  the 

foux't.  arid  -  Ahtioch  ;  with   an   imjmenfe  fortune  ihe 

!%tlred  to  Emefa,  accompanied  by  her  tvjro  daughteV^ 

S©semiag  and  Mamjea,  each  cff  whomi  vi'dii  a  *wWow^ 

^nd  eaoh  of  whom  had  afon.'    Baffianus,  the  fon  of 

Soaemias,  was  Confecrated  to  the  miniftry  6f  high  prieft 

of  the  Sun,  and  this  vocation  contributed  to  raife'the 

Syrian  youth  to  the  command  Of  the  Roman, world. 

A  body  of  troops  ttationed  at  Emefa  was  compelled 

by  the  feverity  of  Macrinlis  to  pafs  the  winter  in  camp ; 

the  foldiers  frequently  reforted    to  the  temple  of  the 

Stmj'^and'  in   the  appearailce  of  the  young  PonrifF, 

thoaghc'they   recognised'  the  features  of  Caracalla. 

The  artful  Masfa  readily  Tacrificed  the  reputation  of^ 

her  daughter  to   her  ambicion,  and  infinuated  that 

Baffianus  was  the  naiurtirfon  of  the  late  emperor ;  hti 

profufion  improved   the  refemblance,    (a.   b.   2iS^ 

May  i6.]  and  the  troops  declared  B'dfiianus  etnperor, 

with  the  name  of  Antoninus,  and  called  upon  him  to 

revenue  their  injuries,  and  the  death  of  his  fuppofed 

•father.     Macrinus,  by  a  decifive  motion,  might  have 

cru<hed:his  infant   enemy  ;  but  doubtful  how  to  aiS, 

he  temained  at  Antioch,  whilft  fucceflive  detachments 

joined  the  party   of  the  confph-ators.'    At  length  he 

marched   out   to  meet  his   young  competitor  j  in  a 

battle 
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battle  fought  near  a  vHh^  caBed  Imtpse,  about  twenty- 
two  miles  from/  Antioch,'  f  A.  i>i  218.  June  yih/]  thfc 
Praetorian  troops  by  an  involuntary  impulfe,  afferted 
their  wanted  fuperiQrIty ;  th^  rebel  ranks  were  broken,: 
when  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  Syrian  prince 
threw  themfelves  from  their  chariots,  and  revived  by- 
their  example  the  drooping  courage  of  the  foldlers.  An*' 
toninus  himfelf,  though  the  reft  of  his  life  was  devoted* 
to  effeminacy,  afted  on  thiSi'  occafion  Kke  a»  hero,-  and 
charged  on  horfeback  aniidft  'his  enettiies ;  whilft  the 
^'unuch  Gannys  difplayed  tW  talefttsbf  an  able  gene- 
ral. Yet  Macrinus  ifflght  b^sive  obtained  the  vidory, 
had  he  not  abandoned  h\%  forfijne  by  a  feamefut 
flight.  His  cowardice  fefved  (5nly  to  poftpone  a  few 
days  a  fate,  in  which  his  fdti  Dladumrenianus  wafs  in- 
volved ;  and  the ''Praetorians,  convinced  their  leader 
had  deferted  them,  fiirrendered  to  the  conquerors, 
and  pnited  with  their  antagonifls  under  the  banners  of 
the  fuppofed  fon  of  CaYacalla.  The  fpecious  letters  in 
y^bich  the  conqueror  announced  hi^  victory,  and 
profeffed  his  imitation  of  the  examples  of  Auguftus 
and  Marcus,  were  received  with  refpeft  by  a  weak 
and  feeble  fehate^  but  that  affembly,  though  it  mighl 
endeavour  to  conceal,  could  not  wholly  reprcs  its 
difgijfl:  at  his  affuming,  without  a  decree,  the  tfibti- 
nitian  ^nd  proconfular  powers :  this  contemptuous 
negligence  probably  refulted  from  the  ignorance  of 
his  Syrian  attendants,  or  the  fierce  arrogance  of  his 
foldiers.  The  emperor,  in  trifling  amufements  and 
luKurious  difSpation,  paffed  his  winter  at  Nicomedia  ; 
find  pn  the  cnfuing  furnrner,, difplayed  the  ponjp  of 
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his  triumphal  entry  into  the  ^pfital :  his  piAur^  had 
already  been  tranfinttted  to  Rome,  to  be  placed  over 
the  ahar  of  viftoiy.  [a.  d.  219.]  He  was  drawp 
in  iacerdotal  robes  of  filk  and  gold,  his  head  covered 
whh  a  tiara,  and  his  neclc  and  atms  encircled  with 
collars  and  bracelets  of  immenfe  value ;  his.  eye-brows 
were  tinged  with  artificial  black,  and  his  cheeks  with 
red  and  white.  The  Romans,  whilft  they  regarded 
die  contemptible  effeminacy  .of  the  eaft,  almoft  regret- 
ted, the  ferocious  cruelty  of  former  tyrants.  But  the 
appearance  of  their  fovereign  in  perfon  fooji  engaged 
their  attention.  The  fun  at  Emefa  was  woHhiped 
«nder  the  name  of  Elagabalus^  and  under  a  conical 
black  (lone  believed  to  have  fallen  from  heaven  on 
that  facred  place ;  Antoninus,  who  afcribed  his  ele- 
vation to  this  deity,  wiihed  to  exalt  him  above  all 
other  gods,  and  the  appellation  of  Elagabalus  (for 
he  adopted  that  name)  attended  his  intemperate  zeaU 
The  black  (lone  in  a  chariot  draWn  by  fix  milch  white 
borfes,  paffed  through  Ute  (Ireets  ftrewed  with  gold 
dtift ;  the  pious  emperor  held  the  reins,  and  moved 
'  flowly  backwards,  that  he  mighc  enjoy  the  divine  pre- 
fence.  A  temple  was  ereded  on  mount  Palatine^  and 
the  graved  perfons  of  the  ftate  were  compelled  to 
officiate  at  the  altar  in  the  meanefl:  fua^ions ;  yet'  the. 
court  of  this  god  of  Emefa  was  confidered  as  imperfed 
till  a  female  of  rank  >vas  admitted  to  his  bed*  Pallas 
was  at  firft  chofen,  but  the  moon,  under  her  African 
name  of  Aflarte,  was  deemed  a  more  fuitable  confort 
for  the  Syrian  deity.  Her  image  was  tranfported 
from  Carthage  to  Ronie^  and  the  day  of  thefe  my  flic 

nuptials 
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nuptials  was  obferved  as  a  grand  feftlval  throughout 
the  empire. 

The  childifli  amufeinents  and  fenfual  gratification 
of  the  emperor  furpafled,  if  poffible,  the  folly  of  his 
devotion.  Elagabalus  (for  by  that  name  only  he  was 
now  known)  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  groffeft<  plea- 
fures  with  ungoverned  fury  ;  the  powers  of  art  were 
fummoned  to  his  aid  ;  a  confufed  number  of  women* 
wines^  and  viands  revived  his  jaded  appetites  ;  the  in- 
vention, of  a  new  fauce  was  liberally  rewarded,  and 
the  provinces  were  ranfacked  to  find  new  vidimS  to 
his  lufts.  A  veftal  virgin,  ravifhed  from  her  afylum,  , 
was  infufficient  to  fatisfy  his  eager  third  for  infamy, 
and  the  mafter  pf  the  Roman  world  affeded  .the  drefs 
aud  ipanixers  pf  the  female  fex.  The  principal  digni- 
ties of  ihe  ftate  were  .di (honoured  by  tjue  promotion  of 
his  numerous  Catamites,  one  of  whom  was  inverted 
with  the  title  of  the  emperor's,  or,  as  he  more  properly 
germed  himfelf,  the  emprefs's  hufband. 
.  The  licentious  foldier^,  who  had  raifed  to  the  throne 
the  diiiblute  fon  of  Carac^Ila,  blufhed  at  their  igno- 
minious cho^e,  apd ^obferved  with  pleafurethe  open- 
ing virtues  of  his  coufm  Alexander,  the  fon  of  Mamaea, 
The  crafty  M^fa,  |enfible  of  the  inevitable  confequence 
of  the  vices  of  Elagabalus,  regarded  Alexander  as  the 
fupport  of  her  family,  and  perfuaded  the  emperor,  in 
a  moment  of  fondnefs,  to  invert  him  with  the  title  of  . 
Caefar.  [a.  d.  221.]  But  jealoufy  foon  fucceeded 
thi§.,hafty  effufion  of  kindnefs,  and  having  in  vain 
attempted  the  lifje  of  his  coufin  by  fraud,  the  tyrant 
refolved  to  aflail  it  by  force*     He  degraded  him  from  , 

Vol.  !•  G'  his 
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his  rank  of  Caefar,  but  the  Prsetorian  guards  decfarecf 
themfelves  the  protedors  of  the  youth  of  Alexander, 
and  their  rage  was  with  difficulty  appeafed  by  the  tears 
and  promifes  of  the  terrified  emperor.  Yet  even  the  mean 
foul  of  Elagabalus  revolted  at  the  abjeO:  dependence  of 
his  fituation.  A  fecond  tumiilt,  excited  by  the  report 
of  Alexander's  death,  was  attended  by  the  punifhment 
of  feveral  of  the  leaders.  This  unfeafonable  feverity 
{)roved  fatal  to  the  emperor,  his  mother,  and  his  mi- 
nions. Elagabalus,  after'  a  reign  of  four  years  and 
three  months,  was  maflacred  by  the  Praetorian  guards, 
his  body  dragged  with  contempt  through  the  ftreets, 
iand  his  memory  branded  with  juft  infamy  by  the 
fenate.     [a.  d.  222,  March  10.] 

His  imperious  murderers  raifed  to  the  throne,  at 
the  age  of  feventeen,  Alexander,  who  affumed  the 
^^ame  of  Severus.  His  liberality  endeared  him  to  the 
aripy,  his  virtues  to  the  fenate.  But  though  he  pof- 
feffed  the  titles  and  powers  of  imperial  dignity,  the 
reins  of  government  were  held  by  the  hands  of  two 
women,  his  mother  Mamaea,  and  his  grandmother 
Msefa.  The  fpeedy  death  of  the  latter,  left  the  former 
fole  regent.  Elagabalus  had  offended  the  prejudices 
of  the  Romans  by  joining  in  the  a£ls  of  the  fenate  the 
name  of  his  mother  So^mias,  who  Was  placed  by  the 
fide  of  the  .confuls,  and  fubfcribed  as  a  regular  mem* 
bcr  the  decrees  of  the  legiflative  affembly.  Her  more 
prudent  fifter  declined  the  odious  and  ufelefs  preroga- 
tive;  and  a  law  was  enafted,  excluding  women  for 
ever  from  the  fenate.  The  fubftance,  not  the  page- 
antry, was  the  objefl:  of  Mamaea's  manly  ambition,  and 

2  her 
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het'dommion  over  her  fon  was  lafting  and  uncontrolled. 
Alexander  had,  with  her  confent,  married  the  daughter 
of  a  Patrician ;  but  his  refpeft  for  his  father-in-law 
and  love  for  his  confort,  were  inconfiftent  with  the 
intereft  of  his  mother.  The  Patrician  was  executedi 
and  the  emprefs  banifhed  into  Africa.  Yet,  fome  a£l$ 
of  avarice  excepted,. the  tenour  of  Mamaea's  admini^ 
firation  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  empire  and  her  fon. 
A  council  of  ftate  was  formed  of  fixteen  of  the  wifeft 
and  mod  virtuous  fenators ;  Ulpian,  diftinguifhed  for 
his  knowledge  and  obfervance  of  the  laws,  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  it.  The  city  was  purged  from  foreign 
fuperftition  and  luxury,  and  merit  was  the  fole  recom^ 
mendation  for  civil  or  military  promotion.  But  the 
education  of  the  young  emperor  became  the  moft  im- 
portant care  of  Mamaea,  and  the  fortunate  foil  affifted 
the  hand  of  cultivation.  The  fimple  journal  of  his 
occupations  attefts  the  purity  of  his  difpofition.  The 
firft  moments  of  the  day  were  confecrated  to  devo- 
tion ;  the  hours  in  immediate  fucceflion  were  dedi- 
cated to  bunnefs.  The  charms  of  litewtture  relieved 
the  fatigues  of  public  affiduity,  and  the  exercifes  of 
the  body  fucceeded  to  thofe  of  the  mind.  After  a 
flight  dinner,  bufmefswas  refumed  ;  and  his  fupper, 
the  principal  meal  of  the  Romans,  was  ferved  with 
temperate  frugality.  The  company  at  it  confifted  of 
a  few  feledt  friends,  and  a  converfation  familiar  and 
inftruAive  fupplied  the  place  of  licentious  fongs  and 
wanton  dances.  Since  the  acceffion  of  Commodus, 
the  Roman  world  had  for  forty  years  groaned  beneath 
the  various  vices  of  four  fucceffive  emperors.  During 
thirteen  years,  from  the  death  of  £lagabalus»  it  en- 
'         G  2  joy^d 
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joyed  the  refrefliing  fruits  of  imperial  virtue;  the 
provinces  flourifhed  in  profperity,  the  people  in  plenty^ 
and  the  fenate  was  reftored  to  dignity  and  freedom. . 

The  name  of  Antoninus  had  been  proftituted  to  the 
infamy  of  the  high  pried  of  Emefa ;  and  Alexander, 
though  importuned  by  the  fenate,  refuied  the  luftre 
of  a  borrowed  appellation,  whilft  he  endeavoured  to 
revive  the  glory  and  happincfs  of  the  Antonines.  But 
a  dangerous  and  neceffary  enterprife  remained  for  the 
emperor  in  the  prbpofed  reform  of  the  army,  render- 
ed  by  long  impunity  impatient  of  difcipline,  and 
averfe  to  obedience.  In  the  execution  of  his  de- 
(ign,  Alexander  afFedled  to  difplay  his  love,  and 
to  conceal  his  fear,  of  the  military  order.  By  a 
rigid  oeconomy,  he  fupplied  a  fund  for  the  immediate 
pay  of  the  troops.  In  marches,  they  were  relieved 
from  the  former  obligation  of  carrying  feventeen  days 
provifion :  their  luxury  was  diverted  to  ornaments  of 
martial  pomp ;  and  the  emperor,  by  his  example, 
endeavoured  to  redore  a  faint  image  of  that  difcipline 
to  which  the  Romans  owed  their  empire.  - 

Though  the  Praetorian  guards  had  been  attached  to 
the  youth  of  Alexander,  yet  they  were  more  diiTatisfied 
with  his  prudent  virtues  than  with  the  lavifh  vices  of 
Elagabalus.  The  praefeft  Ulpian,  the  friend  of  the 
laws  and  the  people*  was  the  fuppofed  patron  of  re« 
form,  and  the  avowed  objeft  of  their  hatred.  A  tri- 
fling incident  iniiamed  them  into  mutiny  ;  and  during 
three  days  civil  war  in  the  city,  the  life  of  the  minif- 
ter  was  defended  by  a  grateful  people.  But  the  people 
were  forced  to  yield  to  the  rage  of  the  foldiers,  and 
refign  with  a  figh  the  unfortunate  Ulpian  to  his  fate, 

who- 
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viho  was  purfued  into  the  palace,  and  maffacred  at 
the  feqt  of  his  afflifted  mafter  ;  who  vainly  ftrove  to 
obtain  his  parrlon  from  the  inexorable  affaffins.  It  was 
only  by  the  arts  of  diflimulation  and  patience  the  em- 
peror ventured  to  avenge  his  murdered  friend  and 
infulted  dignity.  Dion  Caffius,  the  hiftorian,  com- 
manded with  the  fpirit  of  ancient  difcipline  the  legions 
in  Pannonia ;  their  brethren  at  Rome,  fupporting  the 
general  caufe  of  military  licence,  demanded  his  head. 
But  on  this  occafion  Alexander,  in  (lead  of  yielding 
to  their  clamours,  appointed  him  his  colleague  in  the 
confulfhip.  Yet  CafTius  was  advifed  to  avoid  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  foldiers,  to  retire  from  the  city,  and 
fpend  the  greated  part  of  his  magiftracy  at  his  villas  in 
Campania.  Amidft  repeated  mutinies,  one  faft  de- 
ferves  to  be  recorded,  as  it  illuftrate^  the  manners  of 
the  troops,  and  exhibits  a  fingular  inftance  of  their 
return  to  obedience.  Whilft  the  emperor  lay  at  An- 
tioch,  in  his  Perfian  expedition,  the  rage  of  a  legion 
was  excited  by  the  punifliment  of  fome  foldiers,  who 

had   been   difcpvered  in   the  baths  of  the  women. 

i 

Alexander,  mounted  on  his  tribunal,  reprefented  the 
necefCty  of  difcipline.  His  mild  expoftulation  was  in- 
terrupted by  their  feditious  clamours.  **  Referve,'* 
faid  the  undaunted  emperor,  ^^  your  (houts,  till  you 
*'  take  the  field ;  be  filent  in  the  prefence  of  your 
•*  fovereign  and  benefadlor,  or  I  fhall  no  longer  flyle 
^  you  foldiers  but  citizens  ;  if  thofe  indeed  deferve  to 
**  be  ranked  among  the  meaneft  of  the  people  who 
**  difclaim  the  laws  of  Rome.'*  KBs  menaces  inflamed 
the  fury  of  the  legion,  they  already  brandiihed  their 

G  3  arms; 
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'  arms.  ^*  Your  courage/'  continued  the  intrepid  Alesc* 
ander,  "  would  be  more  nobly  difplayed  in  battk  ; 
"  you  may  deftroy  me,  but  cannot  intimidate;  and 
"  the  juflice  of  the  republic  would  punifli  your  crime, 
**  and  revenge  my  death."  The  legion  perfifted  in 
clamorous  fedition,  when  the  emperor  pronounced, 
with  a  firm  voice,  the  decifive  fentence;  '^  Citizens ^ 
**  lay  down  yoiir  arms,  and  depart  in  peace  to  your 
*'  refpeclive  habitations."  The  tempeft  was  inftantly 
appeafedi  the  foldiers,  covered  with  grief  and  fhame, 
obeyed  and  confefled  the  juftice  of  the  fentence,  and  it 
was  not  till  after  an  interval  of  thirty  days,  and  the 
punifliment  of  feveral  centurions,  that  the  emperor 
confented  to  reftore  the  grateful  legion,  which  faith- 
fully ferved  him  when  living,  and  avenged  him  wheij 
dead. 

The  abilities  of  Alexander  feem  however  inadequate 
to  the  difficulties  of  his  fituation,  and  the  firmnefs  of 
bis  conduct  to  the  purity  of  his  intentions.  The  pride 
jind  avarice  of  his  mother  caft  a  fliade  on  his  glory, 
the  fatigues  of  the  Perfian  war  irritated  military  dif- 
conient,'and  the  unfuccefsful  event  degraded  his  cha-p 
rafter  as  a  general  and  a  foldier  ;  every  circumftance 
combined  to  haften  a  revolution  which  diftra^ed  the 
Roman  empire  with  a  feries  of  internal  calamities. 

Afi  important  edift  of  Antoninus  Caracalla  had 
communicated  the  name  and  privileges  of  Romaa 
citizens  to  all  the  free  inhabitants  of  the  empire.  The 
early  vidories  of  the  republic  added  more  to  its  power 
than  wealth.  Italy  paid  her  tribute  in  military  fervice, 
and  the  Punic  wars  were  maiwaiiied  at  the  fole  ex^ 

pence 
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pence  of  the  Romans  ;  the  people  fubmitted  Xo  the 
burden  in  confidence  of  reaping  the  rich  barveft  of 
their  labours.  Their  expectations  were  not  tiifap- 
poiqted  ;  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  brought  into  Rome 
the  riches  of  Syracufe,  of  Carthage,  of  Macedonia  and 
Afia }  and  the  Roman  people  were  for  ever  delivered 
from  the  weight  of  taxes.  The  tributes  of  Afiai,  from 
the  time  of  Pempey,  were  raifed  to  about  four  mil- 
lions and  a  half.  Under  the  lad  of  the  Ptolemies,  the 
revenue  of  Egypt  is  reported  to  have  amounted  to  two 
millions  and  a  half.  Gaul  was  enriched  by  rapine,  as 
Egypt  by  commerce^  and  Carthage  had  been  coa> 
demned  to  pay  four  millions  fterling  within  fifty  years, 
as  a  flight  acknowledgement  of  the  fuperiority  of  Rome. 
The  mines  of  Spain,  the  Peru  and  Mexico  of  the  old 
world,  had  attraded  the  rapacious  induftry  of  the 
Fhaenicians,  and  provoked  the  oppreiHon  of  the  natives. 
One  mine  near  Carthage  yielded  filver  to  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  twenty 
tboufand  pounds  weight  of  gold  was  annually  received 
from  the  provinces  of  Afturia,  Gallicia,  and  Lufi- 
tania. 

From  thefe  faint  lights  we  are  induced  to  beHeve  the 
income  of  the  Roman  provinces  mufl:  have  amounted 
to  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  our  money,  a  revenue 
apparently  adequate  to  the  military  eftablifliments  and 
moderate  court  of  Auguftus  ;  yet' the  latter  conclufion 
is  overturned  by  the  condu6t  of  that  prince.  No 
fooner  had  he  alTumed  the  reins  of  government,  than 
he  declared  the  tributes  infufficient,  and  intimated  the 
necefiity  of  throwing  part  of  the  burden  on  Rome  and 
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Italy.  The  introdu6Hon  of  the  cuftoms  was  followed 
by  the  eftablifliment  of  an  excife.  The  rate  of  the 
former  varied  from  an  eighth  to  a  fortieth  part  of  the 
commodity,  and  the  productions  raifed  or  manufac- 
tured by  the  fubjefts  of  the  empire  were  treated 'with 
more  indulgence  than  the  unpopular'  commerce  of - 
Arabia  and  India.  The  excife  was  general,  but  mo- 
derate ;  it  feldom  exceeded  one  per  cent,  and  com-  . 
prehended  whatever  was  fold  in  the  public  market,  or 
by  auQion,  The  deficiency  of  this  tax,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a  permanent  military  eftablifliment,  introduced 
an  impofition  on  legacies  and  inheritances.  It  did  not 
take  place  unlefs  the  objed  was  of  a  certain  value,  ' 
probably  a  hundred  -  pieces  of  gold  j  nor  was  it  ex- 
^ed  from  the  nearefl:  of  kin,  on  the  father's  fide. 
Such  a  tax  was  particularly  adapted  to  the  Romans, 
,  whofe  wills  were  not  reftrained  by  the  modern  fetters 
of  entails  and  fettlenients>  and  though  only  fixed  at  a^ 
twentieth  part,  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  genera- 
tions, the  whole  property  of  the  fubje£t  is  computed 
to  have  paflfed  through  the  coffers  of  the  ftate. 

In  the  early  part  of  Nero's  reign,  that  prince  had 
conceived  a  defign  of  abdlifliing  the  cuftoms  and 
excife.  From  the  execution  of  this  fcheme,  he  was 
difluaded  by  the  wifeft  of  the  fenators.  Trajan  and 
the  Antonines  w^re  content  to  alleviate  the  burden^ 
which  they  confidered  it  impoffible  to  remove.  The 
prodigality  of  Caracalla,  and  the  infatiate  avarice  ©f 
his  army,  (bon  impelled  him  to  a  different  conduft. 
The  twentieth  charged  on  legacies  and  inheritances 
vas  the  xnoft  produdlivc  of  the  Roman  impoft$,  as  it 
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continually  increafed  with  theextenfion  of  the  Rpman 
city.  The  new  citizens  found  a  compenfation  for 
new  taxes  in  the  privileges  they  acquired,  and  the 
road  to  fortune  and  honours  that  was  opened  to  them. 
But  when  Caracalla  compelled  the  provincials  to'aC- 
fume  the  general  title  of  citizens,  the  diftinflion  was 
loft,  the  peculiar  advantage  was  annihilated,  but  the* 
burden  was  continued;  inftead  of  a  twentieth,  the 
fon  of  Severus  exafted  a  tenth,  and  during  his  reign 
(for  the  proportion  was  reftored  after  his  death)  op* 
prefied  the  whole  empire  with  impartial  rapacity* 

Though  the  provincials  were  thus  rendered  fubjeft 
to  the  peculiar  imports  of  Roman  citizens,  yet  the 
maxims  of  Caracalla  and  Elagabalus  allowed  not  an 
exemption  from  their  former  tributes,  Thefewere 
reduced  by  the  virtues  of  Alexander  to  a  thirtieth  part 
of  what  was  collected  at  the  time  of  his  acceflion ; 
but  in  the  fucceeding  reigns,  the  noxious  weed  fprung 
up  with  redoubled  vigour,  and  in  the  courfe  of  hiftory, 
we  (hall  be  repeatedly  compelled  to  enter  into  a  melan* 
choly  explanation  of  the  Iand»tax,  capitatbn,  and  the 
various  contributions,  from  the  provinces,  of  corn, 
wine,  and  oil,  for  the  ufe  of  the  court,  the  army,  and 
the  capital • 

We  now  return  to  the  Emperor,  from  whofe  con- 
duct this  tranHent  view  of  the  finances  has  induced  us 
to  digrefs.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  Perfian  war  had  di- 
ininiihed  the  refpeft  ofthefoldiers,  the  idea  of  reform 
had  aliena^ted  their  afiedions.  Alexander,  returned 
from  his  Perfian  expedition,  had  aflembled  and  com- 
manded in  perfon  a  large  army  on  the  banks  of  the 

Rhine. 
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Rhine.  The  important  care  of  training  the  new  Ie« 
vies  was  intrufted  to  an  officer  of  the  name  of  Max* 
imin,  who  had  been  fuccelTively  promoted  to  the  fird 
military  command.  One  day,  as  he  entered  the  field 
ofexercife,  the  troops,  cither  from  a  fudden  impulfe^ 
or  a  formed  confpiracy,  fainted  him  emperor,  filencedi 
his  feeble  refufal  in  their  loud  acclamations,  and  haft- 
ened  to  eflablifli  his  throne  by  the  murder  of  Alex- 
ander Severus.  [a.  D.  235.  March  19th.]  Thecircum* 
fiances  of  the  death  of  this  amiable  and  unfortunate 
prince  are  varioufly  related.  It  is  affirmed,  that  after  tak* 
sng  a  fhort  and  frugal  repaft  in  the  prefence  of  his  army, 
he  had  retired  to  his  tent  for  the  neceflary  rcfrefliment 
of  fleep,  and  that  a  party  of  his  guards  breaking  in, 
affaffinated  him  with  a  multitude  of  wounds.  But  a 
more  probable  account  aflures  us,  .that  Maximin  was 
ialuted  emperor  by  a  detachment,  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  head^quarters ;  that  Alexander  had 
time  to  awaken  a  temporary  fenfe  of  loyalty  among  the 
legions,  but  their  promifes  of  fidelity  vanifli^d  at  the 
lipproach  of  Maximin  i  that,  thus  hopelefs  and  de- 
ferted,  the  unfortunate  emperor  withdrew  to  his  tent, 
and  awaited  in  retirement  his  certain  and  impending 
fate.  But  it  is  added,  that  in  his  lad  moments,  the 
fon  of -Mamaea  difgraced  the  former  conftancy  of  his 
life,  and  that  he  met  the  mortal  flroke  with  unavailing 
cries  and  degrading  intreaties.  His  mother  was  ia- 
vplved  in  his  ruin,  and  participated  in  that  defirudtion 
to  which  her  pride  and  avarice  had  largely  contributed. 
The  moft  faithful  of  his  friends  were  facrificed  to  the 
firft  fury  of  the  foldiers,  others  furvived  only  to  ex- 
perience 
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perience  the  cruelty  of  hk  fucceffor,  and  to  ^ament  the 
unhappy  end  of  a  virtuous  prince,  who,  for  thirteen 
years,  had  governed  the  Roman  world,  at  lead  with 
mildnefs  and  nioderatloD»  if  not  with  firmnefs  and 
ability. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER    V. 

THE  ELEVATION  AND  TYRANNY  OF  MAXIMIN— CIVIL  WARS 
—VIOLENT  DEATHS  OF  MAXIMIN  AND  HIS  SON— OF  MAX- 
IMUS  AND  BALBINUS— AND  OF  THE  THREE  GORDTANS— 
USURPATION  AND  SECULAR  GAMES  OF  PHILIP— TH£ 
STATE  OF  PERSIA— THE  STATE  OF  GERMANY. 


HE  murder  of  Alexander  Severus,  and  the  elevst- 
tion  of  Maximin,  prefented  to  the  Roman  people  the 
melancholy  refledion  that  ppvate  virtue  could  not 
guard  from  treafon  the  throne,  and  that  the  mod  de« 
grading  extra£t:on  could  not  preclude  an  ambitious 
barbarian  from  afcending  it.  Maximin  was  a  peafant 
of  Thrace,  and  in  the  progrefs  of  the  emperor  Severus 
through  that  province,  was  firfl:  elevated  to  royal  no- 
ticq  and  approbation.  His  ftrength  and  ikill  difplayed 
in  wreftling  and  running,  procured  him  permifGon  to 
enlift  among  the  troops  ;  and  his  valour  and  (lri6t 
attention  to  difcipline,  advanced  him,  during  the  reign 
of  Severus  and  his  fon,  to  the  rank  of  centurion. 
Gratitude  forbade  him  to  ferve  under  the  murderer  of 
Caracalla,andhis  martial  fpir it  refufed  to  acknowledge 
the  eflfeminate  fway  of  Elagabalus.  On  the  acceifion 
of  Alexander,  he  returned  to  court,  was  placed  in  an 
honourable  and  ufeful  fituation,  and  appointed  tribune 
of  the  fourth  legion,  which,  by  care  and  attention,  he 
rendered  the  bed  difciplined  in  the  whole  army.  The 
foldiers,  wfaofe  favour  he  preferved,  beftowed  on  him 

the 
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the  names  of  Hercules  and  A  jax  ;  and  the  emperor 
who  efteemed  him,  if  his  barbarous  manners  had  not 
forbidden,  would  have  giyen  him  his  own  (ider  in 
marriage^  and  accepted  him  as  his  brother-in-law. 

Tbefe  marks  of  regard,  inftead  of  fecuring  the 
-allegiance,  ferved  only  to  inflame  the  ambition  of  the 
reftlefs  barbarian ;  and  the  deftruction  of  his  bene- 
fador  and  foyereign,  raifed  him  to  be  the  fcourge 
and  terror  of  the  Roman  empire.  His  mihd  un^ 
cultivated  by  literature,  his  appearance  unpolifhed 
by  the  arts  of  civil  life,  were  contraded  with  the 
amiable  manners  of  the  unhappy  Alexander ;  and  the 
tyrant,  confcious  of  his  own  deficiencies,  and  depend? 
ing  on  the  attachment  of  his  foldiers,  perfecuted  with 
unrelenting  cruelty  the  reft  of  mankind.  Defirous  of 
extirpating  the  remembrance  of  his  original  obfcurity, 
he  confounded  in  the  fame  indifcriminate  ruin,  thofe 
who  had  fpurned  at  his  humbler  fortunes,  with  thofe 
who  had  relieved  his  diftrefs  and  aflifted  -his  rifing 
hopes.  Magnus,  a  confular  fenator,  was  accufed  of 
confpiring  againft  him.  Without  even  the  form  of  a 
trial,  Magnus  was  ppt  to  death,  and  four  thoufand  of 
his  fuppofed  accomplices  involved  in  his  fate.  The 
nobility  of  Rome^  who  had  governed  provinces,  who 
bad  commanded  armies,  and  triumphed  as  confuls, 
were  fewed  up  in  the  hides  of  flaughtered  animals,  ex- 
pofed  to  wild  beafts,  and  beaten  to  death  with  clubs* 
From  his  camp  on  the  Rhine  or  Danube,  (for  he  fcom- 
ed  to  vifit  Italy  or  Rome)  he  iflued,  in  the  language 
of  defpotifm,  the  unfeeling  didlates  of  fanguinary  bar- 
barifm,  and^  trampled  on  every  principle  of  law  or 

juftice. 
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jufticCi  fupported  by  the  avowed  power  of  the  fwot^. 
As  long  as  the  cruehy  of  Maximin  was  confined  to  the 
fenators  at  Rome^  or  the  courtiers  v^ho  attended  him, 
the  body  of  the  people  regarded  it  with  indifference } 
but  their  refentment  was  aroufed  as  foon  as  the  avarice 
of  the  tyrant  attacked  publio  property.  Every  city 
waspoffeffed  of  an  independent  revenue  to  purchafe 
corn,  and  fupply  the  expences  of  games  and  enter- 
tainments  ;  by  a  fingle  edift,  Maximin  confifcated  the 
whole.  The  temples  were  dripped  of  their  offerings, 
and  the  ftatues  of  heroes  and  gods  melted  down  and 
coined  into  money ;  the  foldiers  themfelves  bluihed  at 
the  facrilegious  plunder^  and  a  cry  of  indignation  was 
heard  throughout  the  empire.- 

The  procurator  of  Africa  rivalled  his  mafter  in  op- 
preflion  and  cruelty.  He  had  pronounced  an  unjuft  de- 
cree againft  fome  opulent  youths  of  that  country  ;  the 
execution  of  it  would  have  reduced  them  to  abjeft, 
want.  [a.  d.  237,  April.]  A  refpite  for  three  days  was, 
with  difficulty,  procured  and  employed  in  preparations 
for  the  deftruftion  of  the  guilty  trcafurer.  A  band  of 
peafants  was  collected,  armed  with  clubs,  axes,  and 
the  ruftic  inftruments  of  hufbandry.  The  confpira- 
tors  concealed  their  daggers  beneath  their  garments, 
and  in  the  moment  of  audience,  plunged  them  into  the  . 
heart  of  their  enemy.  By  the  affiftance  of  their  train, 
they  fecured  the  little  town  of  Thyfdrus,  and  erefting 
the  ftandardof  rebellion,. oppofed  the  mild  virtues  of 
Gordianus  to  the  implacable  fury  of  the  tyrant.  Gor- 
dianuS'  the  pro-conful  of  Africa,  deprecated  with  tears, 
and  accepted  with  reluctance,  the  dangerous  honour: 

his 
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Ills  family  was  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  ftoman  fe- 
nate  ;  on  his  father's  fide,  he  was  defcended  from  the 
Gracchi ;  on  his  mother's,  from  the  emperor  Tra- 
jan. His  fortune  was  equal  to  his  birth,  and  in  the 
praftice  of  virtue  and  the  purfuit  of  letters,  the  lafl:  j-e- 
mains  of  the  age  of  the  Antonines,  he  had  attained  to ' 
fourfcore  years,  when  his  feeble  frame  was  compelled 
to  afTume  the  purple,  and  (lain  a  fpotlefs  life  with  civil 
blood  ;  his  fon,  equally  amiable  in  his  charader, 
though  lefs  pure  in  his  manners,  was  affociated  with  him 
Jn  the  empire. 

The  Gordians,  as  foon  as  they  had  appeafed  the  firft 
tumult  o{  eleftion,  removed  their  court  to  Carthage> 
^nd  by  a  deputation  of  the  noblcft  provincials  folicited 
the  approbation  of  the  fenate.  The  inclinations  of  that 
affembly  were  neither  doubtful  nor  divided.  The 
Gordians  were  connedted  with  the  moft  illuftrious  fa- 
xnilies  of  Rome  ;  and  their  mild  difpofition  opened  the 
profpeQ:  of  a  civil,  and  even  republican  government. 
The  hatred  of  Maxrmin  towards  the  fenate  was  avow-  ^ 
ed  and  unabated,  and  their  very  fafety  prompted  them 
to  embrace  the  enterprife  as  their  only  hopes  of  re- 
fuge. In  the  temple  of  Caftor,  according  to  an  ancient 
form  of  fecrecy,  the  whole  body  of  the  fenate  was 
convoked,  and  the  conful  Syllanus,  after  difclofing  the 
intelligence,  and  animating  them  with  his  eloquence, 
concluded  with,  "  Maximin  is  an  enemy,  may  his 
*'  enmity  foon  expire  with  him,  and  may  we  long  en- 
**  joy  the  prudence  and  felicity  of  Gordian  the  father, 
*'  the  valour  and  conftancy  of  Gordian  the  fon."  The 
noble  ardour  of  the  conful  revived  the  languid-  fpirit 

of 
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of  the  feaate ;  the  eleflion  of  the  Oordis^ns^  wa$  rati- 
fied >  Maximin  and  his  fon  were  pronounced  enemies, 
and  liberal  rewards  offered  for  their  deftrudion,  A 
detachment  of  Praetorian  guards  had  been  left  sit 
Rome  to  command  the  capital ;.  and  the  praefed  Veta^ 
lianus,  confpicuous  for  his  cruelty  and  attachment  to 
the  tyrant,  maintained  his  authority  over  the  city  and 
fenat^.  Before  their  refolves  could  tranfpire,  a  tribune 
and  fome  foldierg  were  commiffioned  to  take  his  life  ; 
they  executed  then*  orders  with  alacrity  and  refolution, 
and  with  .their  bloody  daggers  in  their  hands  pro«- 
claimed  to  the  people  the  news  of  the  revolution.  The 
promife  of  a  large  donative  appeafed  and  allured  the 
foldiers,  the  ftatues  of  Maximin  were  thrown  down, 
and  the  authority  of  the  Gordians  acknowledged 
throughout  Rome  and  Italy*  For  the  defence  of  the 
lad:,  twenty  fenators  were'felecled  ;  ^ach  was  appoint- 
ed to  aft  in  his  refpedliye  department,  and  to  enrol 
and  difcipline  the  Italian  youth ;  and  the  governors  of 
the  feveral  provinces  were  exhorted  by  deputies  to  de- 
fend the  caufe  of  the  Roman  fenate. 

But  whilfl:  the  eleftion  of  the  Gordians  was  thus 
ratified  and  fupported,  the  Gordians  themfelves  were 
no  more,  [[a.  d.  237,  July  3d.]]  CapeHanus,  gover- 
nor of  Mauritania,  had  invaded  the  defencelefs  pro- 
vince ;  the  younger  Gordian,  at  the  head  of  an  un- 
difciplined  multitude,  marched  out  to  meet  him,  and 
bis  ufeiefs  valour  procured  him  an  honourable  death 
in  battle  ^  the  elder  Gordian,  whofe  reign  had  oot  ex- 
ceeded thirty- fix  days,  put  an  end  to  his  life  on  thb 
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ifUcfiigence  of  the  defeat ;  and  Carthage  opened  her* 
g9lips,  md  fubmkted  to  the  n^acUy  qf  the  \iStor. 

Rome  received  with  coniteraation  the  fate  of  the 
Gordiam^  and  the  fenate,  convenec^  in  tbe  temple  of ' 
Concord,  remained  ia  filent  terror,  till  awakened  bjf 
a  fenator  of  the  name  and  family  of  Trajan.  He  xepr^ 
fented  to  them  their  only  remaining  alternatives ;  to 
in«;et  the  tyrant  bravely  in  the  field^  or  tamely 
fubmit  to  tortures  and  ignominious  deaths  '^  Let 
**  us  ele£t,'*  continued  he,  "  two  emperors,  oxi^ 
i^  of  vtrhom  may  ^  conduct  the  war  againft  the 
^^  public  enemy,  whilft  his  colleague  remams  at 
**  Rome  to  direft  this  civil  adminiilration.  I  cheer- 
**  fully  expofe  myfelf  to  the  danger  and  envy  of 
•*  the  nomination,.and  give  my  vote  in  favour  of  Maxi* 
^'  mus  and  Balbinus ;  ratify  my  choice,  confcript fatfcers^ 
V  or  appoint  in  their  place,  others  more  worthy  of 
**  empire."  The  merit  of  the  candidates  was  inftantly 
^knowledgpd,  and  the  houferefounded  with  the  accla* 
mations  of  "  Long  life  and  viftory  to  the  emperors  Max- 
•*  imus  and  Balbinus."  [a.  d.  237.  July  9th.]  The  vir- 
tues of  the  emperors  juflified  the  hopes  of  the  Ramans. 
Balbinus  had  acquired  no  inconfiderable'  reputation  as 
tn  orator  and  poet ;  but  the  wifdom  and  judice  he  had 
difplayed  as  a  magiftr^te,  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 
interior  provinces,  were  better  claims  to  imperial  digni- 
ty* Maximus,  by  his  viftories  over  the  Sarmatians 
and  Germans,  had  eftablifhed  his  charaifter  as' a  gene- 
ral,^ and  commanded  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  his 
followers }  but  the  folemn  moment  of  their  returning 
thanks  to  the  gods  for  their  elevation,  was  diflurbed 
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by  the  clamours  of  a  licemiaas  multitude.  Thefe, 
aflerted  their  right  to  confeut  to  the  eIe£lion  of  a  fove* 
teigii,  and  infifted,  to  the  two  princes  already  cbofen, 
a  third  Ihould  be  joined,  of  the  fiimily  of  the  Gordian$. 
Maximus  and  Balbious,  at  the  head  of  the  city  guards, 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  difperfe  the  multitude  ;  and  It 
was  thought  prudent  to  relinquifii  a  conteft  which 
might  Iiave  been  faul  to  both  parties.  A  boy^  only 
thirteen  years  of  age,  the  grandfoH  of  the  elder,  and 
nephew  of  the  younger  Gordian,  was  produced  to 
(he  people,  and  invefted  with  the  title  of  Csefar;  the 
tumult  was  appeafed,  and  Rome  prepared  for  her 
defence  againft  the  common  enemy^ 

During  thefe  revolutions  in  Africa  and  Jftome,  tbe^ 
mind  of  Maxtmin  was  agitated  with  various  ^pd  con- 
tending paiHons*  The  inteUigence  of  ^he  fate  of  the 
Qordians,  was  followed  by  theiele^bn  of  MaKimMS 
and  Balbmus,  and  the  prq|>arations  of  Italy  and  Rome. 
The  army  of  Mazimin  was  habituated  to  three  yearp 
fbcceffive  victories;  but  the  generous  i^irit  of  the 
Barbarfain  difdamed  to  quit  the:  hoftile  banks  of  the 
Danube,  or  march  againft  his  private  enemies^  U9^ 
til  he  had  fubdued  tbofe  of  the  public. 

It  was  not  till  the  enfuing  fpring  that  Maximin  Id 
his  hardy  and  difciplined  troops  to  the  foot  of  the 
Julian  Alps.  The  filence  and  defolation  that  reigned 
through  the  frontiers  of  Italy,  imprefled  with  gloomjT 
apprehenfions  the  minds  of  the  foldiers.  {fA.  d. 
^38.  February.]  The  towns  and  vilbges  were 
abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  the  cattle  were  re« 
moved,^  the  bridges  broke  down,  and  every  thing 

pro- 


protlaimed  a  detejrmined  fpirit  of  refiftance.  Tht 
trffe  oniers  of  the  genertils  aBfd  lenate,  were  ta 
ptotra6ll  the  war,  and  to  wafte^  in  repeated  enter- 
prifes  that  force,  which^  entire,  they  were  unequal 
to  contend  t;^ith.  AquUda  had  firft  the  honour  of  re<» 
fifting  the  fury  of  the  tyrant.  On  a  fmgular  bridge^ 
eonftrudbed  of  hogsheads,  he  had  pafled  a  ftream  t>f 
the  Hadriatic,  fweiled  by  the  melting  of  winter  fnbws; 
the  beautiful  vineyards  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aqui-^ 
Icia  were  rooted  up  by  his  rage,  the  fuburbs  were  de-' 
jb^iftied,  and  the  city  attacked  on  every  fide. 

The  defence  of  it  was  entrufted  to  Crifpinus  and 
Menophtlus,  two  of  the  twenty  lieutenants  of  the  fe- 
nate,  who  had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  city  with  a 
fmisill  band  of  veterans.  The  walls  decayed  during  a 
Ibhg  peace,  Were  haftiiy  repaired,  military  engines-were 
provided,  and  every  fpecies.  of  fortification  was  rapidly 
el&ecuted.  But  the  bed  defence  of  Aquileia  was  in 
ttle  cdnftancy  of  her  citizens  y  thefe,  animated  with 
the  love  of  freedom,  and  defperate  from  the  dread  of 
jpunifiiment,  repuHed  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  tyrant^ 
d«ftroyed  his  machines  with  artificial  fire,  and  fuftaia* 
ed,  with  fteady  rerolutiqn,  that  force  at  which  the 
Whole  Homan  empire  trembled* 
"  Maximus,  from  the  important  city  of  Ravenna, 
irhich  he  had  advanced  to  fecure,  beheld  the  fiege  of 
Aquileia  wkh'tnceflant  anxiety.  He  dreaded  lelt  the 
tfxMt^  tired  out  with  obftinatei  refiftance,  Cbould  re-* 
KnquiOi  the  fruitlefs  enterprife,  ai\(i  march  direflly 
towards  Rome*  The  fate  of  the  empire  muft  then 
have  been  decided  in  one  battle ;  a  few  levies  from  the 
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cfneivated. youth. of  Italy,  an<Ia  doybfful  body  of  ,Ger-. 
man  auxiliarie.*?,  were,  all .  the  troops  he  could  opppfe 
to  the  veteran  legions  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube. 
B|it;tb&  fboke.jOf.domeftic'treafon  Relieved  t|ie  juft 
appr^lienr^ons  t>f  Maximusi  and  fecur^d  the.  fen^te. 
fro^  fbe  menacc^d  vengeance  of  Maximyi. 
^Though  Aquilda  had  fcarpe  experienced  the  conx- 
«K>n^aviferies  of  a  fiege;  though  henrefoujces  and  her 
fttength  ftill  .remained  entire  j  the  (qldiers  of  Maximin.- 
ha4  fnffereds  ey^y  calamity,  it  is  poffihle  to  defqribe- 
To  the  dangqrs  and  hardibips  of  war,  were  add^d  tb^ 
inclemency  of  the  feafqa,  the  contagion  of  difeafe,  and 
the  .horroiT;  of  famine.  The  deft<u£Hve  rage  of  the 
tyrant  .had  corqpleied.the  ruin  of  the  open  country^ 
2|7id  his  ferocious  inhumanity  had  filled,  the  rivctrs  witfe 
ftgii),  and  pol.l^uted  .their  ftrcams  with  bloQd.  ^efpair 
an4  difaffeftion  difFufed  their  fpiiit  through  the  troops, 
wd  the  ilt timed  feverity  of  Maximin  ferve;d  to  ex* 
afpcrate,  inftead,  of  allaying  the,  general  difcontent. 
SomePrastoiiw  fold iers,  who  tr/embledfor  their  wives 
.and  children.  2^  Rome,  detef  twined  to  fecjire  them,  by 
e^iecuting  the  fcntence  of  the  fenat^.  Maximin  was 
flaan  in  bis  tent,  after  a  reign  of  three  years  and  a  few 
days ;  [a.  d.  238.,  April.^  his  fgn  (whom  he  had  affoci- 
atedin^his  power)  partook  jn  his  deliruftion,  and  Anu- 
linus,  his  praefefl:,,  vi(ith  feveral  other  minifters  of  hi» 
..qruelty,  received  the  tardy  punifhm^^t  of  their,  crimes* 
Th^  gates  of .  Aquileia  were  thrown  open  to  his  de* 
^^jtroyer^,  the  head  of  Maximip,  on  a  fpear,  ^as  borne 
i;a  itrf^jmph  through  the  flreets  ;  a  liberal  market  was 
provided  for  the  impatieat  troops,  and  .they  readily 
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joined  In  acknowledgTng  tile  authority  of  the  fenate, 
and  fwoT^  allegiaace  and  fiibniitted  io  the  command' 
of  their  lawful  emperors.  • 

The  hardy  body  of  Maxinim  was  fui'red  to  his  un- 
feeling foul ;  his  ftatiire  exceeded  eight  feet,  arid'  mfcf e* 
djble  circumftapces  are  related  of  his  niatchleft' 
ftrei^th  and  appetife.  The  death  of  the  brutal  favage  . 
was  req^ived  at  Rome  with  a  joy  eafier  to  cohceivS 
than  defcribe.  The  return  of  Maximtis  was  a  ttu 
umphal  proceffion,  and  he  entered  the  caphal,  witfi 
jhis  colleague  and  the  young  Gordian,  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  people,  and  the  applaufe  6f  the  fe* 
Hate.  The  condud  of  the  two  emperors  fulfilled  the 
^xpe£iations  of  their  fubjedts  ;  they  adminiftered  juftice 
in  per^on,^  and  the  rigid  virtue  of  Maximus  was  tem- 
pered by  the  mild  clemency  of  Balbinus.  **  What 
*V  reward may  we  expefl;  for  delivering  Rome  from  a 
^^^monfter  ?*' was  thequeftion  ^(ked*  by  Maximus,  ia 
a  moment  of  ffjeedom  and  confidence,  **  The  love 
*5  of  the  fenate,  of  the  people,  and  of  all  mankind.'* 
yas  the  ready  anfwer  of  BalbinuSt  ^*  I  fear,*'  replied 
hi«  difcerning  colleague,  *'  the  hatred  of  the  foldiers, 
f^  ^n(\  the  fatal  effefts  of  their  refentment.**  The 
cyenti  too  well  juftified  his  apprehenfions. 
^During  the  abfence  of  Maximus  m  Italy,  Balbinus, 
in  Rome,  had  been  engaged  in  fcenes  of  blood  and 
^ifqojd,  Dillruil:  and  jealoufy  had  even  occupied  the 
ienate,  and  every  fenatqr  concealed  arms  beneath  his 
robe.  Two  veterans  of  the  guards  had  intruded  them- 
^Ives,  in  the  hour  of  deliberation,  on  the  aflembly  { 
jhejr  infoleupe  was  obferved,  and  chaftifcd  by  the 
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daggers  of  Oallieanus  and  Maecenas,  two  dignified 
fenators,  who  advancing  to  the  door,  exhorted  the 
muhitude  to  maflacre  the  Praetorians,  as  the  adherents 
of  the  tyrant*  A  civil  war  lafted  many  days,  and  the 
;Praetorian  camp  was  frequently,  though  unfuccefsfully, 
affailed  by  jhe  people^  affifted  by  numerous  bands  of 
gladiators.  The  emperor  Balbinus  in  vain  attempted 
to  reconcile  the  contending  faftions  ;  their  animofity, 
fmothered  for  a  while,  burft  out  with  incrcafe  of  vio- 
lence ;  and  the  people  and  foldiers  equally  defpifed  a 
prixice,  who  had  neither  the  fpirit  nor  power  to  com- 

.  xnand  or  reftrain  his  fubjeds. 

Though  the  formidable  army  of  Maximin  on  his 
death,  had  acknowledged  the  authority  of  Maximus, 
yet  the  haughty  fpirit  of  the  Praetorians  was  far  from 
^cing  reconciled  to  obedience.  The  public  entry  of 
the  emperors  had  united  in  the  fame  body,  thofe  who 
bad  feryed  under  the  tyrant,  with  who  thofe  who  had 

/  remained  at  Rome  ;  they  commpnicated  to  each  other 
their  complaints  and  apprehenfions,  and  they  recqlleA- 
e4  with  indignation^  the  fate  of  a  prince  chofen  by  the 
army,  and  regarded  with  averfion  the  emperors  eleAed 
by  the  fenate.  Yet  their  fate  was  in  their  own  hands, 
and  whild  they  were  matters  of  their  arms,  they  might 
convince  the  world,  they  alfo  were  mailers  of  th^ 

•  Roman  empire, 
,  The  jealoufy  which  fooii  prevailed  between  the  two 
emperors,  was  ill  calculated  to  crufh  this  growing  dif* 
content.     Maximuf  defpifed  Balbinus,  as  an  indolent 

noble ;  and  Balbinus  difdained  his  'colleague,  as  an 

ignorant  foldier.    The  whole  city  wai  employed  in 

the 
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ttie  Capitoline  games^  and  the  emperors  were  lefjt 
sJbne  in  their  palace  ;  on  a  fudden  they  were  atarined 
by  the  approach  of  a  body  Prsetorian  guards  j.  the  mo- 
nients  that  might  have  been  employed  in  cplleding 
auffiftance,  were  wafted  in  fruitlefs  recriminations.  Th^ 
arrival  of  the  foldiers  put  an  end  to  their  debate^  ami 
after  being  ftripped  of  their  iqiperial  ornaments,  the 
bodies  of  the  emperots  of  the  fenate,  (for  fuch  was 
the  infulting  language  of  their  aHistflins)  mangled  with 
a  thoufand  wouads,  were  e;:(^pofed  to  tb^infults  or  pity 
of  the  people,     [a.  p.  238.  July  i^th-] 

In  the  fpaxre  of  a  few  fuccefTiye  months,  fix  princes 
had  perifhed  by  the  fword,  Gordian,  who  had  al- 
ready received  the  title  of  Capfar,  was,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  invefted  with  the  purple  and  called  by  the 
foldiers  to  the  toils  of  fovereignty^  His  early  youth 
and  qntaioted  innocence,  promifed  at  leaft  happine(s, 
if  not  gbry  to  the  empire ;  but  the  condud  of  his 
minifters,  who  had  abufed  the  fimplicity  of  his  inex- 
perienced underftanding,  obfcured  the  mild  luftre  of 
liis  virtues.  On  his  acceflion,  he  was  at  'fir ft  fur- 
rpunded  by  his  mother's  eunuchs  ;  and  by  a  confpi* 
racy  of  thefe  wretches,  the  eyes  of  the  prince  were  blind- 
ed to  the  miferies  of  his  oppreffed  fubjefts.  []a.  0.  ^40.] 
£fcaping  from  this  ignominious  flavery,  he  devolved 
his  confidepc^  on  a  minifter,  the  fol^  object  of  whofe 
counfels  was  the  glory  of  the  foyereign,  and  the 
bappinefs  of  the  people.  IMLiHtheus  was  firft  in- 
troduced to  the  favour  of  Gordian  by  the  extent  of  his 
learning ;  and  love,  foon  after,  prevailed  on  the  prince 
ta  loarry  the  daughter  of  his  faithful  and  virtuous 
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fervanf;  Id  tWo  letters  C3£iaitfj  Mifitteus  coAgratu- 
lates.  the  empero)',  .that,  he  is:cfcap€dirom  the  doxaU 
nion  of  the  eunuchs,  and  that  he  is  fenfible  dF  the 
val|ie,of  hU.deteyeraiicej  and  Qordtaa^  in  his  repJy, 
acknowledges  his  pad  errors,, and  laments  the  fituatbn 
of  a  monarch,  fo  frequemly  rendered  inacceflibk  to 

The  youth  of  Mifnheus  had  been  dedicated  to 
If  tiers,  but  his  vcrfjJtile  genius  proved'  him  in  age,  not 
iQcaipable  of  the  exetcife  of  arms.     When  appointed 
l^Vgetp^-ian  'prafe^,  he  difchargtd  the  dutids  of-hii. 
fituafiion' with  vigilance  and  aftivity*     The  Perfians 
had.  invaded  Mefopotamia,  and  the  emperor,  at  the 
perfuafion  of  his  father-in  law,  opened;  for  the  laft  iwiie- 
rpcqrdedriahift^^Tyilbe  Temple^f  Jtetfs,  and^maridHed 
in  pe^ion  to*  i^pd  the  enemy,  f  a.  d.  24^.]  The  Perfiaaas. 
retired'  on  hi&  approach,  abandoned  tifi  cities. they. had. 
taken,  and  retreated  from  the  Eitphrates  tQihe  Tigrisw- 
^fic^cmpf^voTy  ia. announcing, bis  fuccefs  to'the-fenatCjf 
afcribed.it  fo.the  M^ildom  andrpredautions  of, his  mini^. 
fter.  "  But  N^'ith  t^e  life  of  Mifitheup,  who  died  of  a' 
fluK,  npt  without  fufpicio^s  of  poifon,  the  profpeiity  o£ 
Gordiau  expired  j  and  Ms  appoi!ntmeat  oftPhiUpj  by 
hirrh  an  Arab,  and; by  profeffion  a  robber,  to/lha^ 
pjsefe^^ure,  proved  fatal  to  the  life  and  power  of  the. 
emperor.  *    [a.  d,  243.3     The  boldncfs  of  the  nSexfr 
*pr?efecl  afpired  to' the  throne;  tb^njSndsbf  the^fojdiers; 
w^ere  irritated  by  an  artificial  fcarcity>  and  the  anmp« 
which  ought  to  have  defendisdv  were  tui'ned  agianft: 
their  raafter.     By  a  fencoAce.-of  rfuj  fcidiens,.  hfe  was- 
ftrfpt  and  led  away  to  death,  ant^afinaii  momimpnt: 
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oa  die  banks  ofiiierifBr  Jkboris^  stteAed  the  fpor  of 
liis  jezeciitian»  irfosr  a  mgti  of  fcarce  fia  yctfs.  (^a,  i>« 
244.  Marck.3 

Piiilip^  ndfedto  At  empire  fcf  die  'votes  of  the 
Ttmxfy  was  defiaoQc^  of  tfiadog  the  obfcuriry  tif  hit 
birth  iaJthe  magniflceiite  of  fcfts  entcttainmentft,  and 
on  his  return  from  the  ead,  folemnized  with  pomp  the 
fecular  games.  Thele,  finee  th^lr  r^ivalby  Au^f- 
tusy  had  becBi  celebrated  by  Claodtud,  Domilian^  and 
bySeveros,  anil  were  renewed  for  fhe  fifth  time-  b]r' 
Philip,  [[a*  d.  048.  April  21(1.3  The  allotted  imerval' 
between  them  was  ettber  an  hundred,  or  an  btmdred' 
ande^yettr^^  but  this  tegulation  was  little  regarded' 
by  the  policy  of  the  <dmperop.        ^^   ' 

Thougb  the  limits  of  the  ttoman^  empire  were  ft)it* 
tbe  ^tme,  yet  the  vigoun  which  :aBimiAed'  if  diiXy  4^ 
dined,  ud  the  Perfianflilo«iafrcb^,!reft6»ed  by  Artaat- 
erxes>  feemed  to  rival  the  wainin^  power  of  'Remft 
[]a«  B*^26:]]  The  tLingdonrof  PerCawas  computed 
ta  contain,  in  the  laibcenturyT  five  hundred  ahid  fifty* 
four  cittess  ftxty  (kc^ufand  vMIaigits^  4md  about!  forvy 
millions  of  fools  ;  nor  is^here*  aay  TearoU  to  fufpoSsr 
it  was  lefs  prdfperous  dsring  the  mign  of  Artazerjcea  1 
thdt  prince  hadtriuKdphed-crrer  the  ScyttHabs  and  la?! 
dianS)  and  confid^r^  the  Ronianf;  an'  enemy  worthy 
of  his  arm^  Ronle^  though  Capable  of  only  0ppo& 
ing  a  part  to  the  wboleiforce^  of  Psrfia;  had  generally 
ipauitained  her  reputation  and  fuperiority.  Under 
the  ceign  of  Marcus^  che^  Koman  general  penetrated  as 
far  as  Gte(ipbow,  and*  deft  toy  ddlhe  feat  ^of  the*  PartfaSaki 
king'  J  yet'  Csidiidion^  ^m  {hii^ty-three  years^  bad  fiiffiT 
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ciehtly  recovered  its  ilrength  to  maSmain  an  obftixmte 
fhoagh  unfuccefsful  refiftance  againft  the  anperor 
Severiis.     [a.  b^  230.1 

i^rtaxerxes,  as  ibon  as  h6  was  perfe£Uy  eftabliflied 
on  the  throne,  claimed  t(ie  provinces  <tf  Afia,  and  dew 
dared  war  againft  the  Romans;  and  Alesander 
Severus  refolved,  on  this  important  occaHon,  to  lead 
bis  armies  in  perfon.  [a.  D.  235.I  Iii  an  oration  of 
the  emperor's  ftill  esetant,  he  is  teprefented  as  obtain^ 
ing  a  cbnfiderabic  viftory  i  but  a  contemporary 
historian,  who  defcrlbes  the  plan  &f  iht  way  with 
mitiutenefs,  informs  us,  after  feveial  fuccefsfat  iktr- 
roifhes,  of  the  retreat  of  the  Roman  army  with  difB- 
culry  and  lofs ;  yet  the  valour  it  had  difplaycd  con- 
vmded  the  Perfian  monarch  how  arduous  was  his  en- 
terprife,  noir  even  during  the  confufiqn  which  £pUo!w:ed 
the  death  of  Alexander  was  he  able  to  wreft  from  the 
hands  of  Rome  the  little  province  of  Mefopotamia. 

The  reigit  of  Artkxerxes  formfs  a  memorable  a^ra  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  eauft,  and  even  in  that  of  Rome. 
His  charafter  was  marked  by  thofe  commanding  fea- 
tures which  generally  diftinguifli  conquerors^  .  His 
code  of  laws  was  preferved  aa  the  foundation  of  civil 
and  religious  policy  till  the  laft  period  of  Perfian  mo- 
narchy,  []a.  d.  240.3  ^^^  ^^  bequeathed  to  his  fo^ 
Sapor  his  empire  and  atnbitious  defigns  againft  the  Ro- 
mans; to  both  nations  thefour^e  of  deftrudtve  wars 
and  reciprocal  calamides* 

The  Perfians,  long  civilized  and  corrupted,  pof- 
fefied  not  the  intrepid hardinefs  of  the  northern  nations; 
nor  did  the  fcience  of  war  ever  make  any  confider^ible 

progrefs 
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'progreistntheesift*  Aninconfiderat^m^tudetrufted 
.more  to  ibcir  numbers  than  their  conragey  and  more 
to  thdr  courage  than  their  difcipline.  Their  infantry 
was  a  croud  of  fpiritlers  peafantSj  but  their  cavalry  was 
ibrmed  from  the  nobles^,  taught  from  feven  years  old 
to  fpeajttruthv  fhooc  With  tH  bow,  and  ride  with  Iktlj* 
In  the  two  laft,  they  were  unrivalled,  and  their  armies 
of  Bght  ami  hiavy  cavalry,  equally  formidable  by  the 
. weight. of  tbetr  charge,  and  ia  the  rapidity  of  their 
retreat,  threatened  with  their  boftUe  motions  and  in- 
xrcafing  numbers,  the  eaflern  provinces  of  the  declin- 
ing empire  of  Rome. 

A  more  juft  tarior  was  infpired  abng  the  northern 
4aHide€&  by  thfib  hardy  barbarians  who  inhabited  the 
woods  and  finreft^of  Germany.    This  country,  con- 
tainiiig  the  whole  of  modern  Germany,  Denmark, 
'Norway,  Sweden,  Finland  Livonia,  and  the  greater 
part  of  Poland,  was  peopled  by  the  tribes  of  one  great 
*nadon,  whofe  (complexion,   manners,  and  language 
denoted  a  common  origin,  and  preferved  a  (Iriking  re- 
femblance.    The  large  and  mafculine  Ijmbs  of  the 
natives  were  formed  by  the  keen  air  and  fevere  climate. 
The  immenfe  forefts  which  overfhadowed  part  of  Ger-> 
many  and  Poland,  by  excluding  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
might  contribute  to  the  former  feverity  j  their  winters, 
and  the  complaints  of  ancient  writers  of  intenfe  frofts 
are  fubftantiated  by  two  circumftances  of  unequivocal 
nature,     i.  The  great  rivers  which  covered  the  Rhine 
tmd  Danube  were  frequently  frozen  over,  and  capable 
ef  fupporting  the  numerous  armies,  the  cavah-y,  and . 
f  yen  the  heavy  waggons/of  the  barbarians ;  modem 

ages 
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ages  have  not  prefented  an  fnftance  of  a  like  phssno- 
inenon.  2.  The  rein-deer,  whofe  confUtution  fup- 
ports  and  even  requires  intenfe  cold,  who  is  found  on 
.the  rock  of  Spitzberg,  and,  delights  in  thefnows  of 
Lapland  and  Siberia,  was  then  a  native  of  Germany ,. 
though  at  prefent  he  cannot  fubfifl:  in  any  country  to 
jbefouth  oftheBakic.    .  • 

Though  it  is  difficult  to .  afcertain  the  influence  of 
tjt^e  climate  of  ancient  Germany  over  the  minds  and 
^^es  of  the  natives,  yet  we  may  impartially  conclude 
lli^fe  hardy  children  of  the  north  pofleflfed  a  flrengtb 
J^etter  adapted  to  violent  exertions  than  to  patient 
labour,  and  were  infpired  with  a  conftitutional  bravery, 
the  rcfult  of  nervea  and  fpirits.  Their  languid  foub 
were  only  to  be  roufed  by  fome  new  and  powerful 
fenfatlon^  and  war  ^nd  danger  feemed  amufeqents  .15) 
the  fierce  temper  of  the  barbarians^  In  the  intervals 
of  peace,  deep  gaming  and  exccflive  drinking  occupied 
their  hours  ;  both '  relieve  them  from  the  pain  qf 
thinking ;  the  one  by  mflaming  their  paffions,  the  other 
\>y  extinguilhing  their  reafon* 

Of  letters,  the  Germans  were  totally  ignorant,  and 
wretchedly  dellitute  of  arts  ;  even  in  the  time  of  Ta- 
citus, they  had  no  cities.  Their  habitations  were  huts  ' 
of  a  low  circular  figure,- built  of  rough  timber,  pierced 
«t  the  top,  to  leave  a  free  p^age  for  the  fmokej  .and 
they  cloathed  themfelves  chiefly  in  furs.  The  game 
of  the  forefts  fupplicd  its  inhabitants  with  food  and  ^x- 
ercife,  and  their  monftrous  herds  of  cattle,  lefs  remark- 
able for  beauty  than  utility,  formed  the  principal,  ob- 
jeft  of  their  w^aUhi  Averf^  to  agriculture,  they  cr- 
afted 
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aded  from  the  eartb^  with  a  telu£tam  haadi  a  fqiall 
quaiitity  of  corn* 

Qold,.  filvfer,'  and  iron  were  extremely  ^ai:c«  itt 
Crermaay*  The  veins  of  filver,  which  fie^awj  tilfi 
attention  pf  the  princes  of  Brunfwick  and  Saxony^  ttte 
iTtme^  of  iron,  with.^^hich  Sweden  ;fupplie&  EuMpe^ 
vere  either  neglected '  or  unkiK>v^.  Among  tfa6 
)x>rderers,  foiEpe  cpins.  h^d  beea  Iiairoduced  by  thi 
Ramans;  but  the  more  difknt  tribesrwefe  abfohitelyim;* 
acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  mon^,  and  their  confizsed 
trafic  was  carried  on  by  the  exchange  t)f  commodities. 
-A  warlike  i)ation  like  the  Germans,  without  eithet 
citi^Sj  letters,  arts,  6t  money,  found  fome  comfen&Hda 
fer  this  £ivage  ftate^  in  the  enjoyment  of  fr^edoai 
Spme  tribes^  on  the  coaft  of  the;  Bahic,  acknowkdgeA 
the  ftuthority  pflkings;  but  in  the  far  greater  part  of 
.  Germany,  the  form  of  governtrient  was  a  democracy, 
tiQt  fb  much  controlled  by  pofitivb  laws,  as  by  the  oc- 
caficjnal  afcendant  of  valour  and  eloquence.  A  youth, 
born  of  free  parents,  on  attaining  the  age  of  manhood, 
was  introduced  into  flie  general  council  of  his  conntry- 
inen.  The  aflembly  of  the  warriors  was  convened  at 
ftated  feafons,  or  on  fudden  emergencies.  The  trial 
of  public  ofiencds,  the  election  of  magiftrates',  and  the 
great  bufinefs  of  peace  and  war,^  were  determined  4}y  k^ 
independent  voice.  •  The  magifirate  might  deliberaXe 
and  per  fuade,  the  people -only  could  refolve  and  ex- 
ecute. A  general  of  the  tribe  was  elected  on  occafiohs 
of  danger  j  if  the  danger  was  preffing,  f^veral  tribes 
United  in  the'  choice  of  the  fame  general :  but  thv 

power 
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power  expired  irith  the  war,  and  mdmesof^ycacethe 
Crennan  tribes  acknowledged  not  any  fapreme  chidv 
Princes  were,  however,  appomted  in  the  general  af- 
ftmbly,  but  the  authority  of  tbefe  magiftiates  was 
man  ahfblnte  over  the  property  than  the  peribnscf 
the  Ch^mans.  The  di(jpofai  of  die  firft  was.  abfi>faite|y 
Tefted  in  thev  hands,  Ind  they  (fiftrtboted  it  every 
year  accardmg  to  a  new  dtvtfion ;  at  the  fameitiiiie^ 
they  were  not  amhorifed  to  puxnA  with  death,  to  tm^ 
priibn,  or  e?en  to  ftrike  a  private  citizen* 

On  the  chaftity  of  the  German  women,  Tadtiii 
dwells  with  pleafure  ;  and  the  high-fpirited  fentiments 
(rf'thefe  matrons  were  equai  to  their  conjugal  fidelity. 
The  fitinting  armies  of  their  country  have,  more  Am 
once,  been  driven  back  on  the  enemy  by  ther generous 
de^>air  of  the  women,  who  dreaded  death  much  leiSv 
thsm  fervitude* 

The  religious  fyftem  of  the  Germans  was  didated 
by  thdr  wants,  their  fears,  ud  their  ignonuKe.  They 
adored  the  great  niiMc  objefis  and  agents  of  nature^ 
the  ftts,  the  moon^  the  fire,  and  the  earth;  titty, 
trafted  to  thearis  of  divination,  and  confidered  human 
lacrificea  as  moft  teceptable ;  fome  tribca  of  the  nordi 
feem  to  hmc  emhraecd  the  notion  of  tranfmigradbiit. 
others  imaguiedsa  grois  paradife  of  immortai  drmdLen^ 
ne&j  yet  all  agreed,  that  a  life  fpent  in  arms,  and  a 
l^briensjJeRth  in  battle,  were  the  beftprepuatioiia  for 
arkiq^lpy  fbturity :  but  the  ioamortality  ptomifed  by  their 
priefts  was  in  fome  meafure  conferred  by  thdr  bards, 
who  ftill  attrad  the  notice  of  all  who  have  attempted 
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to  hnreftigate  the  antiquities  of  the  Ceks,  the  Scandi^ 
naEviacDS,  and  the  Germans. 

Such  was  the  fituation,  and  fuch  ^tvere  the  mannei^ 
of  the  ancient  Germans  ;  but  though  all  contributed 
ta  form  a  peq>le  of  military  heroes,  yet  Ve  find,  dur-> 
hog  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  that  eltpfed 
firoratbe  defeat  of  Varus  to  theYeign  of  Decius,  thefe 
barbarians  made  few  attempts,  and  no  materia!  iai^ 
preflccm  on  the  luxurious  provinces  <^  the  empirci; 
Their  progrefs  was  checked  by  their  want  of  armsind 
difcipline^  and  their  fory  was  diverted  by  inteffkie 
divtfions;  • 

The  feoe  of  a  German  army  difplayed  their  poi^rty 
of  iroin ;  their  long  fpears  we^e  headed  with  a  ibarp, 
bot  narrow  point  of  this  metal ;  fwords  they  feldom 
ufed  ;*  their  ihields  were  ofier  or  wood,  and  their 
military  drefs  a  loofe  garment;  their  horfes  were 
neither  beautiful,  fwift^  nor  properly  broke ;  their 
infantry,  in  which  their  ilrength  confiftedj  ruflied  to 
battle  with  difcordant  flumts  and  difordered  ranks, 
^  if  ever  they  prevailed  over  the  artificial  bravery  of 
the  Rotnam^  it  wasl^y  a  fudden  effort  of  native  valour* 
'Rieir  civil  diflentions  were  fomented  by  the  intrigues 
of' Rome  $  and  Tacitus  defcrSies  with  f^eafure  the 
Biraderi,  totally  exterminated  by  the  neighbouring 
tribes*  r  -     '    -  - 

The  general  confpir^cy  ivhich  terrified  the  Romans^ 
iti  the  reign  of  Marcus,  comprehended  almoft  all  the 
nations  of  Germany,:  and  even  Sarmatia,  from  the 
though  of  the  Rhine  to  that  of  the  Danube.  Thi)k 
dttigerous  invafion  was  repelled  by  the  .firmnefs  and 
1 1  vigilance 
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Tigilance  of  the  emperor :  the  fpirit  of  the  barba* 
rians  was  fubdued  ;  the  Quadi  and  the  Marcomanni, 
wIto  had  taken  the  !ead  in  ihe  war,  were  feverely  pu- 
niflied  ;  ami  on  their  repeated  revolts,  the  irritated 
Cirnperor  wa^refolved  to  reduce  the  country,  now  part 
of  Bohemia  and  Bavaria,  into  the  form  of  a  province, 
Hi»  dcfigns  wtrt  difappoiatcd  by  death  ;  but  this  for*- 
ipidable  league,  the  only  one  recorded  during  two 
centuries,  jvas  wtirely  diflipated^  without  Icavbg  any 
traces  behind  in  Germany, 
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CHAPTER    VI, 

^HE  EMPERORS  DECIUS,  GALI.US, '  -ffiMILLANUS^  VALERIAN, 
AND  OALLIENUS— THE  GENERAL  IRRUPTION  OF  THE 
BARBARIANS. 

J\  Calamitous  period  of  twenty  years  elapfed  from 
the  great  fccular  games  celebrated  by  Philip,  to  the 
death  of  the  emperor  Galiienus.  [a.  d.  248,  268.] 
The  fcarcity  of  authentic  memorials  hardly  allows  the 
hiftorian  to  preferve  an  unbroken  thread  of  narration. 
In  the  fummer  of  the  year  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine,  a  rebellion  broke  out  among  the  legions  in 
Ma^fia.  Marinus,  a  fubaltern  ofEcier,  who  was  the 
objeft  of  their  feditious  choice,  was  deftroyed  with  the 
fame  inconftancy  as  he  had  been,  promoted,  [a.  d. 
249.]  Dacius,  a  fenator  of  merit,  who  had  ventured 
to  foretell  the  event  of  this  tumult,  was  nominated  by 
the  emperor,  to  reftore  peace  and  difcipline  to  the 
army.  He  accepted  the  command  with  reluftance  j 
and  the  legions' of  Msefia  forced  their  judge  to  become 
their  accomplice.  He  was  invefted  with  the  purple, 
and  the  defeat  of  Philip,  in  a  battle  near  Verona, 
with  his  immediate  or  fubfequent  death,  confirmed  to 
Decius  the  empire  of  the  Roman  world. 

The  viaorious  Decius  had  employed  but  a  few 
months  in  the  adminiftration  of  peaceful  juftice,  when 
be  was  fummoned  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  by  an 
invafion  of  the  Goths,      [a.  d.  252,]     Thefe  Bar- 

Vof,.  I.  I  barian» 


1^  DECLINE  AlfD   FALL   QF 

barians  deduced  their  origin  from  the  vaft  ifland  ot%. 
peninfula  of  Scandinavia  ;  and  the  name  of  the  iSoths 
is  now  loft  in  that  of  the  Swedes.  The  principal  dei* 
ties  they  worihippe4,  ijrer^  the  gpd  of  war,  the  goddefs 
of  generation,  and  the  god  of  thunder.  Their  facri* 
fices,  every  ninth  year,  were  nine  animals  of  every 
fpecies,  including  the  human. 

In-the  Edda,  a  fyftera  of  mythology  compiled 
m  Iceland  about  the  thirtee9th  century,^  we  diilinguilb 
t\yopqrfons  confounded  under  the  name  of  Odin,  the 
^od  of  war,  ^nd  the  great .  le^iflator  of  Scandinavia. 
The  latter  inftituted  a  religion  adapted  to  the  climate 
aiid  people,  and  fubdued  numerous  tribes  on  either  fide 
the  Baltic.  But  though  ifpme  faint  tradition  is  pre- 
ferved  of  a  Scandinavia  origin,  we  muft  not  e^^pefl  any 
diftinft  account  of  the  time  and  circumftances  of  their 
emigration.  .  To  crofs  the  Baltic,  the  inhabitants  of 
Sweden  poflfeCfed  fufEcient  veffels,  and  the  diftance  from 
Carlfcroon  to  the  neareft  ports  of  Pruilia  and  Pome- 
tania  exceeds  not  an  hundred  miles.  From  the  com-^ 
mencement  of  the  Chriftian  asra  to  the  age  of  the  An- 
tonines,  the  Goths  were  eftablifhed  towards  the  mouth 
6f  the  Viftula.  Weftward  of  the  Goths,  the  numer- 
ous tribes  of  Vandals  fpread  along  th^  banks  of  the 
Oder ;  and  a  refemblance  of  manners  and  language 
£eem  to  indicate  that  the  Vandals  and  the  Goths  were 
originally  one  people.  About  the  reign  of  Alexander 
$everus,  the  province  of  Dacia  experienced  the  deftmc- 
iive  fury  of  the  Goths  in  their  inroads,  whofe  arms 
were  turned  againft  the  milder  regions  of  the  fouth  ; 
ai\4  ^be  march  of  the  Barbarians  encreafed  their  num- 
bers 
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lifers  ^ith  the  braveft  warriors  of  the  Vandalic  ftates. 
They  foHowed  the  courfe  of  theBoryftheftes,  through 
the  ptaifts  of  Poland  and  Ruflia,  and  incorporated  in 
Iheir*  array  the  youth  of  the  Baftarnas  aiid  Venedi, 
The  filfft  iBlhei*ited  the  northern  fide  of  the  Garpathiair 
tinouBiains ;  the  laft,  the  traft  pf  country  between  the' 
l^adarn^  and  Finland.  As  the  Goths  advanced  near 
the  Euxine  fea^  they  encountfcred  ar  purer  rac^of 'the 
Sarmatians;  and  thefe  are  to  be  diftinguifhe^  from  the' 
Germans  by  moveable  tehts  or  fixed  huts,  a  flowing 
garment  or  clofe  ^tefs,  by  a  marriage  of  one  or  fe- 
veral  wifes  j  bttt,  above  all,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Sclivo- 
nian  or  Teutonic  language; 

The  Goths' were  now  in  pdffdHon  of  l!he  TTkraine,  1 
country  of 'confiderable  extent  and  uncommon  ferti- 
lity. The  fee  of  the  cattle,  the  temperature  of  the 
aw,  the  aptnefs-ctf''the  foil  for  eVery  fpccies  of  grain,  ind 
th^  Itrxuriancy  of  the  vegetation,  all  difplayed  the  libe- 
rafiiy  of  nature^  and  temptei  the  induftry  of  man ;  but' 
thk  Goths  wtthftooit  all  thefe  temptations,  and  (Hli  ad- 
bel*ed  to  alife  of  poverty  atidraplne^ 

Th^Scftliian  hords,  towards  the  eaft,  prefented  the 
dbubtfuF  chance  of  unprofitable  viAory  ;  the  Romaa 
territories  Were  far  more  alluring.  Burfting  through 
the  provthfcb  of  Bacia,  the  Barbarians  extorted  a  con- 
fidferablq  rarifomfrom  Marcianopolis,  the  capital  of  the 
fecond  Maefla.  The  invaders  retreated  with  their 
booty,  to  return  with  double  force  ;  and  ilie  emperor 
Decius  marched  in  perfon  againft  the  Gothic  army, 
anrounting  to  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  already  eni 
ga^erf  in  the  fiege  of  Nicopolis.     The  Goths,*  cotA- 

1 2  mandea 
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mandtd  by  Cnira,  on  the  approacti  of  DeciuB,  relin- 
quifhed  thdr  enterprife  to  undertake  a  conqueft  of 
greater  importance,  the  fiegeof  Philippopolis,  a  city  of 
Thrace^  near  the  foot  of  Mount  Hxmus^.  [a.  d« 
250  ]  Deciqs  followed  them  at  a  diftance ;  but  wheqt 
he  thought  himfelf  fecure  from  the  Barbarians^  the 
camp  of  the  Rom^^s  was  furprtfed }  the  emperor  found 
his  fafety  in  flight,  and  Philippopoiis,  defticute  of  fuc- 
cour,  was  taken  by  ftorm.  The  time,  however^  con* 
futited  in  the  fiege,  enabled  Decius  to  revive  the  cou^ 
rage,  and  reftore  the  difcipline  of  his  troops.  He  in- 
tercepted feveral  parties  of  Germans,  fecured  the 
pafles,  and  waited  anxioufly  for  an  opportunity  to 
retrieve  his  own  glory,  and  that  of  the  Romafi  empire. 

The  mind  of  Decius,  calm  and  deliberate  admidfl: 
the  tumults  of  war,  revolved  the  general  caufes  of  the 
decline  o&  the  Roman  greatnefs.  He  found  them  in 
the  corruption*  of  principles  and  manners  }  and  to  re^. 
form  thefe,  he  determined  to  revive  the  office  of  cen* 
for.  He  fqmmitted  the  choice  of  a  proper  perfon  to 
the  fenate,  and  by  their  unanimous  Qotes,  it  was  con* 
ferred  on  Valerian,  afterwards  emperor,  ([a*  d.  1157. 
October  27th.]  But  Decius  did  not  refled  that  a 
cenfor  ix\ay  maintain,  but  never  can  reftore  the  morals 
of  a  ftate ;  and  it  was  ealier  to  vanquifli  the  Goths> 
than  eradicate  public  vices ;  yet  even  in  ^  the  firft  of 
thefe  eiiterprifes,  Decius  loft  his  army  and  life*  The. 
Goths  were  already  furrounded  on;  eivery  fide,  and 
wouid  have  been  giad  to  have  purchafed  an  nndidarh^ 
ed  retreat  at  the  price  of  thetr  prifoners  knd  booty ;  but 
the  emperor,  confident  of  victory,  refufed  to  hearken 
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to  accommodation ;  the  battle  was  fought  at  Forum 
Treboniiy  an  obfcure  town  of  Manila.  l*he  onf^t  was 
favourableto  the  Romans,  though  the  fon  of  DeciuSj 
a  youth  of  faireft  hopes,  fell  in  the  firft  attack*  But  the 
prefumption  of  the  vt6tors,  in  attempting  to  purfue  the 
enemy  through  a  morafs,  changed  the  fortune  of  the 
day ;  after  an  inefFe6iaal  ftruggle,  the  Roman  army 
was^  irrecoverably  loft,  nor  could  the  body  of  the  em- 
peror ever  after  be  found. 

The  legions^  humbled  by  this  blow,  beftowed  the 
imperial  dignity  on  Hoftiiianus,  the  furvivtng  fon  of 
Decius;  []a.  d.  251.  December.]  but  aifociated  to 
the  power,  the  experience  and  ability  of  Gallus. 
The  firft  care  of  the  new  emperor  was  to  treat  with 
the  enemy  ;  he  relinquifliedto  them  the  prifoners  and 
booty  they  had  taken,  fupplied  them  with  provifions 
for  their  retreat^  and  promifed  to  remit  them  apnually 
a  large -fom  of  gold,  provided  they  never  after^srards  in- 
fefted  the  Roman  territories.  ^  The  degrading  ftipula- 
tioh  of  an  ignominious  tribute^  alienated  from  the 
prince  the  afFe£tions  of  the  Romans ;  the  death  of 
Hoftilianus^  though  in  the  midft  of  a  peftilence,  wasin^ 
terpreted  as  »  perfonal  crime  to  Gallus  ;  and  the  ir- 
ruption of  new  fwarms  of  Barbarians,  encouraged  by 
the  weaknefs  of  the  empire  and  the  fuccefe  of  their 
brethren,  inflamed  the  difcontent,  and  confirmed  the 
contempt  qf  his  fubjefts  for  the  emperor. 

JEmilianus,  governor  of  Pannpnia,  difclaimed  the 

difgraceful  compaft.    He  rallied  the  fcattered  forces  of 

the  empire,  unexpectedly  attacked   the/Barbarians, 

and  routed  and  purfued   them  beyond  the  Danube. 
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(a.  rt*  253  ]  His  triumphant  army  proclaimed  him  emt 
peror.  Gallus,  informed  of  the  revolt,  advanced  tq 
meet  his  afpiriQg  lieutenant  in  the  plains  of  Spoleto  ; . 
but  the  foldiers  of  Oallus  admired  and  deferred  to  hh 
rival ;  and  the  murder  of  the  emperor  with  his  foi> 
Volufianus,  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The  fertate  mU 
lingly  confirmed  the  eleftioi>  of  -^tnilianus,  whpfa  let*? 
tfsrs  betrayed  a  mixture  of  moderation  and  vanity. 
[a.  d.  253.  May.]  He  offered  to  refign  to  thefeqate 
the  civil  adrainiftration,  and  in  quality  of  their  general 
engaged  to  deliver  the  empire  from  the  Barbarians  of 
the  north  and  eaft. 

If  the  new  monarch  poffeffed  the  abilities,  he  wanted 
time  to  fulfil  his  fplet^did  promifes.  The  approach  of 
Valerian,  who  had  been  fent  by  Gallus  to  bring  the  le? 
gions  of  Gaul  and  Germany  to  his  aid,  decided  his  fate. 
The  foldiers  of  uaEmilianijs,  in  lefs  than  four  monthji 
after  their  choice,  readily  embrued  their  hands  in  hi^ 
blood,  and  Valerian  revenged  his  benefactor  at  the  fam^ 
time  that  he  acquired  tl^e  throne,  [^a.  d.  253  Auguft.^ 

Valerian,  the  late  cenfor>  when  inverted  with  the 
purple,  wa§  fixty  years  of  age.  His  chara^er  wa^ 
high  and  unfullied^  but  the  confcioufnefs  of  declining 
vigour  induced  him  to  (hare  his  poy^er  with  a  more 
aftive  aflbciate,  and  his  vanity  or  affe&ion  gave  the 
preference  to  h  js  fon  Gallienqs.  The  whole  period  of 
their  joint  adminiftration  wa$  one  feries  of  confufio^ 
^nd  calamity,  and  the  Roman ^inpir^  was  contipaally 
invaded  by  the  Frank?,  the  Aleoianni,  the  Gotbf ,  and 
thePerfians.  The  ^rft  of  thef^  derived  their  origin 
Ifpm  g  confederacy;  of  the  |{ihiabitanf$  pf  the^X-owe^. 

;    ^       .*  Rhi«§ 


Rhine  and  Wefer,  and  aflftimed  the  name  of  Franks  or 
Freedmen.  The  province  of  Gaul  was  protefted  from 
cbeir  united  attapks  by  the  ability  of  Pofthumus^  who 
^ough  he  afterwards  betrayed  the  farnily  of  Valerian^ 
was  ever  faithful  to  the  interefts  of  the  empire ;  but 
Spain  during  twelve  years,  the  greater  part  of  the  reigii 
ofGallienus,  was  the  theatre  of  their  hoftilities  ;  add 
the  city  of  Tarragona  was  taken  and  plundered  by 
their  rapacious  arms.  The  Alemanni,  a  body  of 
Suevi,  who  aflumed  their  name  to  denote  their  various 
lineage  and  common  bravery,  ravaged  the  rich  pro- 
vince of  'Gaul,  and  a  party  penetrating  sK:rofs  the 
Danube,  and  through  the  Rh^tian  mountains,  ad^ 
vanced  as  far  as  far  as  Ravenna.  Valerian  was  ab« 
fent  in  the  eaft,  and  Gallienus  on  the  Rhine.  The 
fenators  refumed  the  defence  of  the  republic  ;  the 
Praptorian  guards  were  recruited  by  the  ftoufeft  plebei- 
ans ;  and  the  Alemanni,  aitonilhed  at  an  army  more 
numerous  than  their  o\vn,  retired  with  their  plunder  t 
their  retreat  was  efteemed  a  victory  by  the  unwarlike 
Romans^ 

Gallienus  was  much  lefs  delighted  at  his  capital 
)>eing  delivered  from  the  Barbarians,  than  alarmed  at 
the  fpirit  of  the  fenate  ;  his  timid  ingratitude  was  pub- 
H0ied  to  his  fubjefls  in  an  edi£i:  which  prohibited  the 
fenators  the  exercife  of  any  military  employment. 
Three  hundred  thoufand  of  the  Alemanni  were  after- 
wards^  reported  to  have  been  defeated  near  Milan  by 
the  fon  of  Valerian,  yet  that  pfitxtc  eiideavouted  to 
proteS  Italy  by  lefs  hoftile '  meafiires.  He  eff)oufed 
Vipa,  ithe  daughter  of  a- king  of  the  Marcofriakinij  a 
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Suevic  tribe,  and  granted  to  the  father  an  ample  fet« 
tiement  in  Pannonia.  ^ 

We  have  already  traced  the  Goths  from  Pruffia  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Boryfthenes,  and  thence  to  the  banks 
of  the  Danube.  They  had  extended  their  fettlements 
over  the  northern  coafts  of  the  Euxine  ;  and  admitted 
by  domeftic  fadions  into  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus, 
they  feized  the  fceptre  and  acquired  a  naval  force. 
On  flight  flat-bottomed  barks  framed  of  timber,  al- 
lured by  the  wealth  of  Afia  Minor,  they  committed 
themfelves  to  an  unknown  fea.  Leaving  the  coaft  of 
Circaflia  to  the  left,  they  appeared  before  Pityus  ;  and 
though  at  firft  repulfed  by  the  (kill  of  Succefliadus,  on 
the  recall  of  that  officer  they  refumed  the  attack,  and 
completed  the  defliruAion  of  the  ctty.  Thence  circling 
round  the  eafterti  extremity  of  the  Euxine  fea,  they 
furprifed  the  rich  city  of  Trebizond ;  the  inhabitants 
were  maflapred,  the  buildings  deftroyed^  and  the  ex- 
tenfive  province  of  Pontus  plundered  without  oppofi- 
tion.  The  fpoils  of  Trebizond  filled  a  fleet  of  (hips 
found  in  the  port,  and  the  Goths  returned  in  triumph 
to  their  new  eftablifliments  in  the  kingdom  of  Bof* 
phoru^. 

Their  fecond  expedition  was  directed  along  the 
wefl:ern  coad  of  the  Euxine,  and  they  landed  in  the 
province  of  Bithynia.  Nicomedia,  once  the  capital  of 
the  kings  pf  Bithynia,  afforded  them  an  eafy  conquefl. 
Nice,  Pnif^,  Apamaea,  ^nd  Cius,  furrendered  tp  their 
arms  j  and  the  city  of  Cy^icus,  which  formerly  ha4 
withftood  the  united  force  of  JVlithridates,  was  only  pre* 
ferved  by  a  raiay  Jfeafon,  and  the  fwelliag  pf  the  river 
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Rhyndacus.  On  the  approach  of  the  autumnal  equi- 
nox, they  haftened  their  return,  after  wantonly  burning 
Nice  and  Nicomcdiain  their  retreats 

The  third  fleet  of  the  Goths  was  by  hr  the  inofl: 
numerous,  and  is  computed  to  hare  contained  fifteen 
ihoufand  warriors.     Thefe  fteered  their  courfe  from 
the  Cimmerian  into/  the  Thracian   Bofphorus,  and 
paffing  through  the  Hellefpont,  after  navigating  the 
iEgean  Tea,  anchored  in  the  ports  of  Piraeus,  five  miles 
diftant  from  Athens.    The  native  feat  of  the  arts  and 
mufes  foon  yielded  to  the  invincible  fons  of  Odin ;  but 
while  the  conquerors  abandoned  themfelves  to  plunder 
and  inteniperance,  their  fleet  was  attacked  by  a  band 
of  peafants  commanded  by  the  brave  Dexippus.    This 
injury  ferved  rather  to  inflame  than  difmay  the  Nor- 
thern vigors;  a  general  conflagration  blazed  through* 
out  Greece,  and  the  Goths  were  rapidly  advancing 
toward  the  confines  of  Italy,  when  Gallienus  appear- 
ed in  perfon  to  check  their  progrefs.     Part  were  incor- 
porated into  the  fervice  of  the  empire  by  an  honourable 
capitulation ;  part  broke  through  Msfia,  and  forcing 
a  pafiage  over  the  Danube,  efcaped  to  their  fettlements 
in  the  Ukraine ;  and  the  reft  retired  with  their  booty 
to  their  veflels,  and  regained  in  fafety,  after  ravagihg 
^the   fliores  of  Troy,   the   port  from   whence  they 
failed. 

.  Whilft  the  Goths  poured  deftni£lion  through  the 
provinces  of  Greece,  Sapor,  the  king  of  Perfia,  had 
adde4  to  tbe^Perfian  empire  the  kingdom  of  Armenia, 
after  aiTaffijuating  Ghofroes,  the  king.  Inflamed  by 
(his  cpnique{^:thje  fon  of  Artaxerxes  bad  fpread  deval^ 
'    :       -  tatioa 
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tation  on  either  fide  thi  Euphrates,  and  Valerianj  ia 
his  advanced  age^  marched  in  perfon  to  the  defence 
of  the  eaitern  frontier,  [a.  d.  iGo.l  He  pafled  the 
Euphrates,  encountered,  was  vanquifhed,  and  captured 
by  thePerfian  monarch,  near  the  walls  of  EdeiTaf 
The  account  of  this  tranfadion  is  obfcure;  but  we 
trace  that  the  Roman  troops,  encompafled  on  every 
fide,  after  a  vigorous  attempt  to  cut  their  way  through, 
were  forced  to  yield  to  the  invincible  attacks  of  fa- 
mine ;  that  the  emperor  was  made  a  prironer,-and  that 
Sapor,  in  a  moment  of  triumph,  invefted  with  the 
imperial  purple  Cynedes,  an  obfcure  fugitive  of  An- 
tioch,  who  facrified  the  place  of  his  nativity  to  fecure 
the  favour  of  his  mafter*  If  we  m£iy  credit  the  tedi- 
mony  of  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  the  city  of  Antioch 
was  furprifed  when  the  inhabitants  were  engaged  in 
the  amufements  of  the  theatre.  Emefa  was  preferved 
by  the  zeal  of  the  high  pried,  and  the  refolution  of  ^ 
few  peafants ;  but  the  narrow  pafles  of  Mount  Taurus 
were  forced,  and  Csefarea^  the  capital  of  Cappadocia, 
was  betrayed  by  a  phyfician,  after  a  gallant  and  vo- 
luntary defence  by  Demofthenes,  who  cut  his  way 
through  the  furrounding  Perfians.  At  the  time  when 
the  eaft  trembled  at  the  name  of  Sapor,  he  received, 
\irith  a  refpedful  letter,  a  prefent  from  Odenathus, 
one  of  the  noblefl:  and  moft  opulent  fenators  of  Pal- 
myra, "  Who  is  this  Odenathus,  (faid  the  haughty 
,"  vidor)  that  he  thus  infolently  prefaines  to  write  to 
^^  hi&Lord  ?  If  he  entertains  a  hope  of  mitigatifig  his 
^Vpuniihmait,  let  him  fall  proft^ate  before  the  foo^ 
^'  »(  QUI  tbroiie  with  fats  iiands  boun^  behind  hk 
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t^  back.'*  The  foul  of  the  Palmyrenian  was  aroufed 
by  the  injurious  menace ;  he  met  Sapor,  but  he  met 
him  in  arms.  At  the  head  of  a  Uttle  army,  coIled:ed 
from  the  villages  of  Syria,  and  the  tents  of  thedefert, 
he  hovered  round  the  Perfian  hoft,  haralTed  their 
retreat,  aiid  even  carried  oflF  feyeral  women  of  the 
great  king ;  and  the  Majedy  of  Ron^e  opprefled  by 
a  Perfian^  was  prote^led  by  a  Syrian  or  Arab  of 
Palmyra.  • 

The  treatment  of  Valerian  by  the  inflexible  Sapor^ 
}s  reported  to  have  been  unworthy  a  great  mind*  The 
imperial  captive  was  daily  expofed  to  the  infult  of  the 
multitude,  and  the  Perfian  monarch,  whenever  he 
mounted  on  horfeback,  trampled  on  the  neck  of  the 
^oman  emperor ;  eveii  after  his  death,  his  (kin  ftuflP- 
ed  with  ftraw  in  the  likenefs  a  human  figure^  was 
preferved  as  a  fnonument  of  Perfian  triumph* 

The  captivity  of  Valerian  was  received  by  Gallienui 
with  avowed  Indifference  and  fecret  pleafure.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  defcribe  the  various  charader  of  this  prince  ^ 
^e  was  a  ready  orator,  an  elegant  poet,  a  Ikilful  gar« 
fdener,  an  excjellent  cook,  and  a  mcft  contemptible 
fovercign.  When  the  reins  of  goyernment  were  held 
by  fo  weak  ^  hand,  it  k  not  furprHitig  that  a  crowd  of 
lifurpers  fhould  diftrafb  the  provinces  ;  but  the  revival 
of  the  thirty  tyrants  of  Athens,  in  the  ftate  of  Rome, 
H  rather  the  child  of  an  ingenious  fancy,  than  the 
offspring  of  truth ;  even  allowing  the  contemptible 
Cyriades,  only  eighteen  more  can  be  produced*  Qi 
thefe,  the  greateii  part  were  born  of  peafancs,  and  had 
fifen  from  private  Ibldia-s,  by  miltiavy  merit.    Teiri«« 
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eus  only  was  a  fenator ;  Fih  alone  was  9  nob!e  ;  and 
the  quaHties  of  the  meaneft  mrght  well  claim  a  prefer- 
ence over  the  eflFemmate  vices  of  the  fon  of  Valerian. 
On  Odfenathus  indeed,  Gallienus  allowed  the  fenate  to 
confer  the  rirle  of  Auguftus  ;  and  the  Palmyreni^ 
evinced  bis  gratitude  by  the  moft  refpeftful  conduft 
towards  the  emperor; 

But  the  provinces  of  Rome  were  not  only  doomed 
to  experience  the  invaflons  of  barbarians,  and  the 
ufurpations  of  tyrants ;  the  reigns  of  Valerian  and 
Gallienus  are  marked  by  accumulated  calamities  In 
Sicily,  troops  of  banditti^  and  a  licentious  crowd  of 
flaves  and  peafants,  reigned  over  the  plundered  coun* 
try,  ^nd  intercepted  the  revenue  of  the  capital.  In 
Alexandria,  the  inhabitants,  abandoned  to  the  rage  of 
their  paflions,  maintained  a  civil  war  within  the  city  ; 
and  for  twelve  fucceiSve  years,  every  ftreet  was  poU 
luted  with  blood,  and  every  building  of  ftr^nglh  was 
converted  into  a  citadel.  In  liauria,  though  the  revoH 
of  Trebellianus  was  fatal  to  himfelf,  yet  his  followers, 
defpairing  of  mercy,  not  only  ihook  off  their  allegi^ 
ance,  but  returned  to  their  favage  manners  ;  and  fe- 
cured  by  inacceffible  rocks,  in  the  heart  of  the  Roman 
empire  preferved  a  barbarous  independence,  and  gra- 
dually extending  their  territory  to  the  fea  coaft,  fub- 
^ued  the  weftem  and  mountainous  part  of  Ciiicia« 

A  long  and  general  famine,  the  confequence  of  rapine* 
and  oppreifion,  depopulated  the  provinces  and  cities 
of  Rome ;  and  a  furious  plague,  which  commenced 
m  the  year  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  continued  for 
fifteen  years  tb  rage  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 

the 
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ihe  Roman  empire,  caft  an  additional  gloom  oyer  this 
period  of  difgrace  and  calamity.  Nor  can  we  omit  a 
curious  circumftance  in  the  calculation  of  human  mi*- 
fery  ;  it  was  found  by  an  exa€k  regifter,  kept  at  Alexw 
andria,  of  all  the  citizens  entitled  to  (hare  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  eqm,  that  the  claimants,  {ormcrly  comprifed 
between  (he  ages  of  forty  and  feventy,  were  equal  to 
thoiie  in  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  comprifed  between 
the  ages  of  fourteen  and  fourfcore.  By  the  moft 
corred  tables  of  mortality,  according  to  this  account, 
half  the  people  in  Alexandria  bad  perifhed,  and  it  is 
probable  the  other  provinces  fuffered  in  propor^^ 
don« 
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RUGN  of  CLAUDIUS— defeat  OF  THE  GOTHS— VICTORIES, 
TMCMPH»  AMD  DE^FH  OF  AURBX.IAN. 

JL  HE  general  isd%Battos  was  excited  by  tfre  cala* 
mttt>ot  reign  of  an  efieminate  tyrant,  and  a  coafider- 
able  array  on  the  Danube  invefted  Aureolus  with  the 
purple>  f  A.  D.  2^8.3  who  rapidly  paflfed  the. Alps,  oc- 
cupied Milan,  and  defied  Gallienus  to  the  combat. 
The  emperor,  at  the  head  of  his  legions,  encountered 
his  afpiring  general  near  the  Adda,  and  the  Rhxtian 
ufurper,  defeated  and  dangeroufly  woumled,  efcaped 
into  Milan.  The  fiege  of  that  city  was  inftantly 
formed,  and  the  impending  fate  of  Aureolus  was  only 
protracted  by  the  confequences  of  confpiracy  among 
the  officers  of  his  rival.  The  death  of  Gallienus  was 
refolved,  and  executed  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night, 
when  without  his  guards  or  armour,  he  had  haftened 
to  repel  a  pretended  fally  from  the  town.  [a.  o.  268. 
March  ac]  But  in  hisdymg  moments^  Gallienus 
requefted  the  imperial  ornaments  might  be  delivered 
to  Claudius  who  commanded  an  army  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Favia.  The  confpirators  acquiefced  in 
the  choice,  and  the  obedience  of  the  foldiers  was 
Jecured  by  a  liberal  donative. 

The  origin  of  Claudius,  a  native  of  one  of  the  pro* 
vij^ces  bordering  on  the  Danube,  was  obfcure,  but  his 
merit  had  attrafted  the  favour  of  Decius^  and  by  Va- 
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lerian  he  was  entrufted  with  th^  cotniqa^d  $f  the  lUf* 
rian  frontier.  Gallienus,  though  jealous  of  his  fame^ 
dreaded  his  indignation,  and  fecured  bis  attachi^ieaC 
hy,  fplendid  prefents  and  grateful  aticDtioA$.^  Oft  the 
death  of  that  prince,  he  received  hosntlSq  confpiraiorft 
the  bloody  pu^'ple;  but  though  hd  might  fecretly  ap- 
plaud the  deed,  ^e  may  reafonably  conclude  he  was 
innocent  of  the  knowledge  of  it. 

The  elevation  of  Claudius  was  followed  by  the  fur- 
render  of  Milan,  and  the  fubfequeiu  execution  of 
^ureolus ;  but  the  clemency  of  the  vidlor  was  ex- 
tended to  the  friends  and  family  of  the  vanquifhed^ 
and  a  fevere  decree  of  die  fenate  was  mitigated  hy  the 
lACeitceilion  of  the  emperor. 

The  firfl;  labour  of  Claudius  was  to  revive  in  hit 
troops  a  fenfe  of  order  and  obedience  ;  and  after 
painting  to  them  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  empire> 
and  the  mifchiefs  ariikig  from  their  own  lawlefs  cae^ 
price,  he  declared^  he  intended  to  point  the  firft  effort 
of  their  arms  againft  the  hoftile  powers  of  the  rapacious 
.barbarians.  Tetricus  might  reign  for  a  while  over  the 
weft,  and  even  Zenobia  preferve  the  dominion  of  the 
eafi:  thefe  ufurpers  were  his  perfonal  ex^emi^;  but* 
he  could  not  think  of  indulging  privs^  refentmeat^ 
until  he  had  averted  the  mux  impending  over  the 
einpire. 

[a.  p^  269.]     The  Goths,  with  the  various  tribes 
of  Germany  and  Sarmatia,  had  already  colleSsed  aa 
s^mament  of  fix  thoufand  veffels^  and  their  uiutcdi 
fprces  are  reported  to  have  amounted  to  three  hun- 
di;ed  and  twenty  thpufand  men«    After  feveral  de^ 
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fcents  on  the  coafts  of  Europe  and  Afia,  a  part  fleered 
to  the  iflands  of  Cyprus  and  Crete^  and  •  the  main 
body  landing  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Athos/affaulted 
the  city  of  Theffalonica.  Their  attacks  were  interrupt- 
ed by  the  approach  of  Claudius,  and  the  Goths,  im- 
patient for  battle,  broke  up  the'  fiege,  traverfed  the 
hilts  of  Macedonia,  and  prisffed  forwards  to  engage 
the  laft'  defence  of  Italy.  A  letter  of  the  emperor, 
•  ftiU  extant,  defcribes  the  number  of  the  enemy,  the 
impcrfeS  ftate  of  the  legions,  and  complains  even  of 
the  want  of  darts,  and  fpears,  and  fliields.  But 
Claudius,  in  his  own  intrepidity  and  {kill,  found  thofe 
tefources  which  the  empire  could  no  longer  afford. 
A  fcrics  of  fignal  viAories  dfeftroyed  this  hoft  of  bar- 
barians ;  the  decifivc  battle  was  fought  near  Naifflis, 
a  city  of  Dardania.  The  legionfei  oppreffed  by  num- 
bers, at  firft* gave  Way,  but  a  large  detachment  rifing 
from  the  fecret  paflfes  of  the  mountains,  afTailed  the  rear 
of  the  enemy.  •  Claudius  revived  the  finking  courage 
of  his  troops  by*  hfe  voice  and  example,  and  the  death 
of  fifty  thoufand  Ooths  proclaimed  his  viftorious 
triumph.  The  feveral  bodies  of  barbatians  who  efcap- 
cd  flaughter,  diffufeJl  the  war 'over  the  provinces  of 
Maefta,  Thrace,  and  Macedonia;  cv^ry  advantage  was 
obtsdned  by  the  fiiperior  Ikill  of  the  eitperor j  and  ainy 
lofs  of  the  Romans  was  occafioned  by  their  own  cow- 
ardice and  rafhnefs.  A  circle  of  pofts  diftributed 
with  &ill>  forced  the  barbariatis  into  the  inacceffible 
parts  of  mount  Hsemus:  [a.  ix  270.]  A  rigohiui 
winter,  with  famine  and  pefirlence,  (Continually  dttni- 
niibed  the  imprifoned  multitude ;  and  on  the  return 
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t>t  fpring,  the  mighty  hoft  xms  reduced  to  a  fmall>  but 
hardy  and  defperatc  band* 

The  peftilence>  which  fvcpt  away  fuch  nombers  of 
the  vanqaiflied,  proved  £aat  to  the  conqueror ;  and 
the  emperor,  after  a  (bort  and  triumphant  reign  of  two 
years,  in  which  he  acquired  the  glorious  denomina- 
tion of  the  Gothic  Claudius,  expired  at  Sirmium.  In 
his  laft  iilnefs  he  recommended  Aurelian  as  mod  de« 
ferving  of  the  throne,  and  bed  qualified  to  defend  it* 
llie  moderation  of  Quintilius,  the  brother  of  Claudms^ 
was  not  equal  to  this  patriotic  difpoGtion ;  he  aflfumed 
the  parple  at  Aquileia,  and  though  he  reigned  but 
feventeen  days,  bad  time  to  procure  the  approbation 
of  the  fenate.  On  the  approach  of  Aurelian,  at  the 
head  of  the  army  of  the  Danube,  he  opened  his  Tdns» 
and  withdrew  from  the  unequal  conteft. 

Aurelian  was  the  fon  of  a  peafant  of  the  teftitory  of 
Sirmium  ;  he  enlided  in  the  troops  as  a  common  fol- 
dier>  and  gradually  rofe  by  diftinguifhed  merit  to 
the  important  office  of  commander  of  the  cavalry,  and 
thence  was  called  by  Claudius  to  the  imperial  dignity.. 
Hfs  reign,  though  it  only  lafted  four  years  and  nine 
months,  was^  marked  by  the  end  of  the  Gothic  war, 
the  chaftifement  of  the  Germans,  the  fubmiffion  of 
Tetricus,  and  the  deftruftion  of  the  monarchy  which 
Zenobia  had  ereSed  in  the  eaft.  His  fevere  difcipline 
was  the  fource  of  his  fuccefs ;  his  conduct  gave  a 
fandion  to  his  laws,  and  the  feditious  legions  dreaded 
a  chief  who  had  learned  to  obej,  and  who  was  worthy 
of  command. 

Vol.  I.  K  Tae 


130  DECLINE   AND    FALL   OF 

The  fpirits  of  the  Goths  /were  revived  by  the  death 
of  Claudius ;  their  numbers  were  increafed  with  new 
fwarms  of  their  country men^  and  Aurelian  encounter- 
ed their  hoft  in  a  doubtful  and  bloody  confltft.  Their 
mutual  lofles  infpired  the  contending  parties  with  the 
defire  of  peace ;  a  permanent  treaty  was  concluded  ; 
the  province  of  Dacia,  relitiqmffaed  to  the  Goths  .and 
Vandals,  became  an  independent  ftate;  and  under 
thefe  more  fettled  barbarians,  often  proved  the  firmed 
barrier  of  the  empire  againft  the  invafions  of  the  fa- 
Vages  of  the  north. 

While  the  moderate  conduft  of  Aureltaa  reftored 
the  lUyrian  frontier,  the  Rhaetian  was  ^invaded  by  an 
immenfe  multitude  of  thd  Alefnanni,  who  ra>pidly 
traced  a  line  of  devaftation  from  the  Danube  to  the 
Po }  the  emperor  was  almoi):  at  the  fame  tine  ioferm- 
ed  of  their  irruption  and  retreat,  [^a.  d.  27JQ.  Sep- 
tember.] With  an  aftive  body  of  troops  he  fkirted 
the  Hercynian  Foreft,  permitted  half  their  force  to 
pafs  the  river  without  difiurbance,  and  then  tflued 
from  his  poft  to  their  terror  and  .aftonifhmoit.  Dif- 
pofmg  his  legions  in  a  feniicircular  form,  he  advanced 
the  two  horns  of  the  crefcent  acrofs  the  Danube,  and 
wheeling  them  on  a  fudden  towards  the  centre,  en- 
dofed  the  rear  of  the  German  hoft.  The  Alemanni» 
furrounded  and  hopelefs,  difdained  not  to  negociate 
for  peace ;  but  the  terms  they  demanded  would  fcarce 
have  been  granted,  them  after  a  viftory  j  and  Aurelian 
allowed  them  no  other  choice  than  to  fubmit  to  his 
unconditional  mercy,  or  await  the  utmoft  fev erity  of 
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\kh  refenlment.  An  linexpefled  emergency,,  ttnme^ 
dJately  after  this  conference,  tequired  the  emperor ^s 
prefake  "in  Pannonb.  The  barhariansi  animated  b^ 
defpstir,  broke  through  the  rear,  lefs  vigilantly  guard* 
edj  and  Aurelian,  who -cQiifidered  the  war  as  extint 
guiihed,  received  the  morlifying  ii^elligence  of  the 
efeape  of  the  Al^naoiiiy  and  their  ravages  i^  the.  ter** 
ritory  of,  Milan.       -  ^ 

Abrelian^  haftUy  marched  with  whatev^  troops  he 
could  colkft  to  Ae  relief  of  Italy.  In  the  firft  battl^ 
fought  near  Placentia,  the  Romans  received  a  fevere 
blow;  the  legions  were  broken,  a  dreadful  llaughtet 
enfued,  and.  the  troops  were  with  diiEculty .  at  laft 
rallied  only  by  the  patient  firmnefs  of  the  emperor.. 
Thecifecond  aSion  was  near  Fano,  in  Umbrja,  for  thus 
far  had  the  Germans  advanced  towards  Rome ;  but 
Aurelkm,  watchful  for  the  fia&ty  of  the-capital,  found 
in  this  place  the  decifive  moment  of  giving  them  a 
total  defeat,  and  the  remnant  of  their  hoft  was  exter- 
minated in  a  battle  near  Pavia.  But  the  recent  danger 
of  the  miftrefs  of  the  world  fuggefted  the  wall  begun 
by  Aurelian,  and  finiflied  by  Probus,  the  extent  of 
which  is  found -to  be  about  twenty^one  miles. 

Clauditts  and  Aurelian  had.reftored  to. the  arms  of 
Rome,  their  ancient  fuperiority  over  the  barbarians  of 
the  north  j  to  re-imite  the  difmembered  empire  was 
referved  for  the  fecond  of  thofe  warlike  emperors. 
Though  ackuQwledged  by  the  fenate.  and  the  people, 
his  dominion  was  confined  to  Italy,  Africa,  Illyricum, 
and  Thrace.    Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  Egypt,  Syria, 
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and  Afia  Minor  defied  his  authority,  and  wm  obeyed 
the  commands  of  women.  • 

:  Gaul  had  difplayed  a:  rapid  fucceffioiLof  mooarclis  : 
the  rigid  virtue  of  Pefthamos,  by  refiifing  to  gratify' 
the  avarice  of  his  troops,  was  fatal  to  his  life  and 
power ;  the  death  of  Viiflorihus,  his  friend  and  aflb* 
date,  wa?  the  cdnfequenc^of  his  licentious  paffions> 
and  he  fell  a  viftim  to  aconfpiracy  of  jealous  hufbands- 
After  the  murder  of  fo  many  vaKant  princes,  the  tur- 
bulent legions  of  Gbul  fubmitted  to  the  control  of 
Viftoria,  the  mother  of  Vidorinus,  wha  placed  Tetri- 
cus  on  the  throne,  and  with  the  titles. of  Augufta,  and 
Mother  of  the  Campa,  ruled  under  the  natne  of  the 
depe  ndait'  Emperor.  ■-  ^ 

When  Tetricus^iirft  affumed  the  purple,  he  was  the 
governor  of  the  peaisefuf  province  of  Aquitaine^  he 
reigned*  four  or  five  years  over  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Bri- 
tain, the  flave  of  a  licentious  army,  when  the  fortune 
of  Aurdian  frrft  opeiied  to-  him  a^  profped  of  deliver- 
ance, [a.  p.  2yi.  Summer*]  In  a  letter  to  the  Ro- 
man emperor,  he  difclofed  his  melancholy  fituation, 
and  intreated  him  to  haften  to  his  afliftance.  Affefting 
.  the  appearances  of  a  civil  war,  be  led  his  forces  into 
the  field  againft  Aurelian,  pofted  them  in  a  difadVan- 
tigeous  manner,  and  deferted  with  a  few  chd5sn  friends 
ill  the  beginning  of  the  aSion.  The  troops,  though 
betrayed  by  their  chiefs  defended  themfelves  with  ob- 
ftinacy,  and  were  almoft  to  a  man  xleftroyed.  The 
auxiliaries,  the  Franks,  and  Batavians  w^e  compelled 
to  repafs  the  Rhine,  and  the  power  of  Aurelian  was 
'^  ^  :  eftablilhed 


cftablifliea  In  tranquility  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to 
the  columns  of  Hercules. 

Atirelian  having  fecured  the  perfon  and  provinces 
of  Tetricus,  turned  tiis  arms  againft  Zenotia,  thequeea 
of  Parmyra  and  the  eaft.  [a.  d.  -27 1 .}  This  cxtraordw 
nary  woman  claimed  her  dcfcent  from  the  Macedonian 
kingai  of  Egypt ;  her  beauty  was  only  to  be  equalled 
by  her  under ftanding,  her  chaftity  by  her  valour ;  (he 
poffeffed  in  equal  perfeftioa  the  Greeks  the  Sytiac^ 
and  the  Egyptian  langiaages,  and  had  conrpared  the 
,  merits  of  Homer  and  Plato  tinder  the  tuition  of  th6 
fuWimis  lionginus.  : 

Odenathus,  who.  had  raifed  hinifelf  from  a  privait^r 
ftation  to  the  dominion  of  the  eaft,  courted  and 
obtained  her  hand,  and  his  fuccefs  was  ia  a  greaf 
meafiire  afcribed  to  her  prudence*  Tbey  twice  puii* 
fued  the  Perfian  monarch  to  the  gates  of  Ctefiphon ; 
{[a-  d-  250.3  but  the  -Palmyreaian  iprrnce,.  invinctbli 
in  war,  fell  a  viflim  to  domeiUc  tnmfibin,  and  was  aX* 
faflinated  in  the  midft  of  a  great  entertaimnent  by  his 
nephew  Maeonius,  who  had  foarce  time  to  aiTume  the 
title  of  Augtjftus  before  he  was  fadrificed  by  Zenobia 
to  the  memory  of  licr  hufband. 

Zenobia  governed  Syria  add  the  eaft  with  a  firm 
and  fteady  band.  The  authority  granted  to  Odena- 
thus  by  the  fenate  expired  with  his  life  j  but  his  manly 
widow  difdained  the  feeble  approbation,  and  conipeiled 
a  general,  ferit  agamft  her  by  Gallicnus,  to  retreat  with 
difgrace^  To  the  dominions  of  Oden^thu^  which 
extended  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  frontiers  of 
Bi^hynia,  ihe  added  the  fertile  kingdom  of  Egypt,  aii4 
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with  the  diadem  ^flumed  the  fplendid  and '  doubtful 
title  of  Queen  of  the  Eaft. 

The  prefence  of  Aurelian  reftorcd  obedience  to  the 
province  of  Bxthynia,  fhaken  by  the  arms  and  intrigues 
of  Zenobia.  [a.  d\  272.]  Ancyra  fubmitted,  and 
Tyana  was  betrayed  by  a  prefidious  citizen.  Antioch 
was  deferted  by  her  inhabitants  at  his  approach  ;  but 
thefe  were  foon  recalled  by  the  mild  edidks  of  the  em-  . 
peror.  In  two  great  battles,  Zenobia  was  defeated  ; 
the  Hrft  was  fought  near  Antioch,  the  fecond  near 
Emefa,  and  the  circumftances  of  both  were  fo  nearly 
fimilar  as  fcarce  to  be  diftinguifhed  but  by  the  diflfer- 
€nt  fields  of  adioh,  Zenobia  in  each  animated  the 
iroops  with  her  prefence,  but  devolved  the  execution 
of  her  orders  on  Zabdas,  who  had  already  fignalized 
his  talents  by  the  conqueft  of  Egypt. 

After  the  defeat  of  Emefa,  Zenobia  found  it  impofli- 
ble  to  colled  a  third  army.  Probus,  the  bravefl  of 
Aurelian's  generals,  was  detached  to  reduce  the  Egyp- 
tian provinces,  and  the  widow  of  Odenathus  was 
compelled  to  retire  within  the  walls  of  her  capital* 
She  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence,  and  declared  the 
laft  moment  of  her  reign  fhould  be  the  laft  of  her  life. 
Palmyra,  fituated  amid  the  barren  deferts  of  Arabia, 
derives  its  name  from  the  mulitude  of  adjacent  palm 
trees  ;  the  purity  of  the  air,  and  fome  valuable  iprings 
which  wateted  the  foil,  firfl  preferred  it  to  notice.  The 
fituation  between  the  gulph  of  Periia  and^  the  Medii- 
terreanean,  rendered  it  convenient  to  the  caravans; 
and  Palmyra,  by  the  elevation  of  Odenathus  and  Ze-. . 
nobia^  was  exalted  into  a  temporary  rival  of  Rome. 
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The  emperor,  who  in  his  march  from  Eme(a  to 
Palmyra  bad  been  hafrafled  by  the  Arabs,  prefled  the 
fiege  of  the  latter  city  with  inceffant  vigour,  ^t  the 
fame  time  that  he  offered  advantageous  terms  of  capi- 
tulation. To  the  queen,  a  fplendid  retreat ;  to  the 
citizens,  their  ancient  privileges.  Thefe  propofals  were 
rejefted,  and  the  refufal  was  accompanied  with  infuhs. 

The  hopes  of,  Zenobia,  that  famine  would  foon  com- 
pel the  eni^eror  to  repafs  the  defert,  and  that  the  Per-* 
iian  monarch  would  rufli  to  her  fupport,  were  defeated 
by  a  fucceffion  of  convoys  accompanied  by  the  viaorj- 
ous  Probus  from  the  reduftion  of  Egypt,  and  by  the 
death  of  Sapor,  and  the  fubfequent  diltraflion  of  the 
Perfian  councils.  The  fears  of  Zenobta  now  prevail- 
ed, |he  determined  to  fly  ;  and  mounted  on  the  fwift- 
eft  of  her  dromedaries,  had  already  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates,  when  flic  was  overtaken  by  the  light 
horfe,  and  brought  back  to  the  feet  of  Aurelian,  Her 
capital  foon  after  furrendered,  and  was  treated  with 
unexpeded  lenity. 

The  conduA  of  the  widow  of  Odenathus  when  cap- 
tive, diminiflied  her  former  fame;  flie  implored  the 
mercy  of  Aurelian,  acknowledged  the  guilt  of  her 
refliftance,  and  imputed  it  to  the  counfels  of  Longinus. 
The  unlettered  mind  of  Aurelian  was  not  to  be  moved 
by  genius  or  learning,  the  unhappy  minifter  was  doom- 
ed to  immediate  execution,  but  the  fame  of  Longinus 
will  furvive  that  of  the  queen  who  betrayed  him,  and 
the  emperor  who  condemned  hiin. 

Returning  from  ihe  conquefl:  of  the  eaft,  Aurelian 
was  provoked  by  the  intelligence  that  the  Palmyrenians 
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had  revoked  and  ma&qred  the  goveraor  and  gamfon« 
He  ioftaoily  returned  towards  Syria,  and  the  puoifb* 
meat  vas  as  ievere  a»  the  vidory^aseafy.  Old-nieOt 
women  and  childien  were  involved  in  the  fame  deftruc* 
tion,  and  Palmyra  gradually  fupk  into  an  ohfcur^ 
town,  an  inGgniUcant  fortrefs,-  and  a  miferable  viU 
lage- 

One  labour '  ftiil  remained  for  Aureltan.  During 
the  revolt  of  Palmyra,  Firmus,  a  wealthy  merchant 
of  £)gypty  had  affiimed  the  purple  and  excited  an 
infurreftion  at  Alexandria-  To  fupport  his  ufurp- 
^Ltion,  he  had  introduced  the  Saracens  and  Blem-- 
myes  into  the  adjoining  province*  Such  feeble  ene** 
niies  could  not  long  withftand  the  conqueror  of 
Tetricus  and  Zenobia ;  and  Firmus,  after  an  in* 
confiderable  defence,  was  taken,  tortured,  and  put  to 
death. 

[a.  n.  274.]  Aurelian  in  little  more  than  three 
years  had  reftored  peace  to  the  Roman  world,  and  the 
magnificence  of  his  triumph  was  adequate  to  the  ex<« 
tent  of  his  conquefts.  The  emperor  Tetricus,  and 
the  queen  of  the  eaft,  fuelled  the  number  of  his  cap* 
tives.  But  if  Aurelian  indulged  his  pride  in  this 
treatment  of  his  royal  prifoners,  h^  afterwards  behaved 
to  them  with  a  generous  clemency*  Zenobia  was  pre* 
fented  with  an  elegant  villa  at  Xivoli,  her  daughters, 
inarried  into  noble  families,  and  her  race  was  not  ex* 
tind  in  the  fifth  century.  Tetricus  and  his  fon  were 
reinftated  in  their  rank  and  fortunes,  and  Aurelian  ad-* 
milted  the  abdicated  monarch  to  his  converfation  and 
friendihip* 
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AfrreKanfoon  ^oi/os^com^^mced^  (hat  to  ttadkate  the 
tfoat^^d  ia6ti0tia'Df  ^  feebk  laxuriaat  goi!€vnment^ 
iK«  a  more  arduous  talk  than  to  tanqoifli  the  foreign 
and  d^mtftic  foes  of  the  reptibUe.  His  uttetnpt  to  re- 
iVore  the  pUrity  of  ttkt  coin>  ivhich  had  been  adulterat- 
ed, wad  Oppdfed  t^  a  fontiidable  infurre&ion ;  and  he 
acknowledges,  in -a  private  letter,  that  feVen  thoufand 
of  hiS'befl;  troops  w^re  flam  i^n -f^ippreffing  it.  This 
u&^i^vtked  fdbeliion  eicafperated  the  haughty  fpirit  of 
the  conqueror ;  he  ftif^eO^d  th**p^tpetual  enmity  of 
the  feaate,  Withjwhom  he  had  ever  lived  in  a  ftate  of 
diffention.  Indifferent  to  forms  and  dvil  inftitutions, 
the  ftern  Aurelian  difdained  to  bold  his  poiver  by  any 
other  title  but  that  of  the  fword  ;  and  while  he  offend- 
ed by  his  pride  the  prejudices  of  the  fenators,  his  hafty 
revei^ige  involved  them  in  the  guilt  and  punilhment 
of  the"  late  confpiracy.  His  talents,  as  was  ob* 
ferved  by  his  fucceffor  Diocletian,  were  better  fuit- 
ed,  to  the  command  of  an  army,  than  the  govern- 
ment of  an  empire;  and  as  if  fenfible  of  the  charac- 
ter in  which  nature  had  enabled '^him  to  excel,  he  took 
the  field  a  few  months  after  his  triumph,  [a.  d.  274* 
OAober.]  The  majefty  of  Rome  had  been  infulted 
by  the  captivity  of  Valerian,  and  the  erfiperor,  at  the 
head ,  of  a  large  army,  had  advanced  towards  Perfia, 
as  far.  as  the  ftreights  which  divide  Europe  from  Afia, 
when  he  experienced  that  no  power  could  fcreen  him 
from  the  effeds  of  defpair.  He  had  threatened  one 
of  hisifcretaries^  accufed  of  extortion  ;  the  fole  hope 
of  the  crinunal  was/ to  *  involve  fome  of  the  princi^ 
pal  officers  in  his  fe^^rs.      He  counterfeited  in   his 
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hand  a  long  lift  of  p^rfotis  devoted  to  death  ;  thoTe  to 
whom  he  (hewed  it,  without  fufpicion  or  enquiry,  re- 
folved  to  fecure  their  lives  by  the  murder  of  the  em- 
peron  On  his  march  between  Byzantium  and  Her- 
aclea  he  was  attacked  by  the  confpirators,  and  fell  by 
the  hand  of  Mucapor,  a  general  whom  Ijie  loved  and 
trufted.  [a.  p.  2^5.  January.]  The  people,  in  his 
death,  lamented  a  great  and  fortunate  prince,  the  army 
regretted  a  warlike  commander,  the  ftate  lo/t  a  ufeful 
though  fevere  reformer,  but  the  fenate  rejoiced  in  his 
hWt  2^nd  detefted  hi$  memory  as  their  profecutor« 
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CHAPTER.      VIII. 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  ARMY  AND  SENATE  AfTER  THE  DEATH 
OF  AURELI  AN  — REIGNS  OV  TACHUS,  PROJEJUS.  CARUS 
AND  HIS  SCN3;  .         '  '  , 


HE  death  of  Aurelian  was  remarkable  for  its  ex-^ 
traordiaary  confequences  ;  the  artifice  of  his  perfidious 
fecretary  was  difcovered  and  punt/bed,  che  deluded 
confpirators  avowed  their  contrition,  and  the  obedient 
difpofition  of  the  legions  was  (ignified  in  the  following 
cpiftle,  *'  The  brave  and  fortunate  armies,  to  the  fe» 
*'  nate  and  people  of  Rome.  The  crime  of  one  man, 
^*  and  the  error  of  many  have  deprived  us  of  the  late 
^*  emperor  Aurelian.  May  it  pleaf2  you,  venerable 
♦'  lords  and  fathers,  to  place  him  in  the  number  of 
**  the  gods,  and  to  appoint  a  fucceflbr  whom  your 
*'  judgment  (hall  declare  worthy  of  the  imperial  pur- 
^*  pie  1  None  of  thdfe,  whofe  guilt  or  misfortune  has 
**  contributed  to  our  lofs  (hall  ever  reign  over  us.*' 
This  modeft  and  dutiful  addrefs  difFufed  through  the 
fenate  the  moft  pleafing  aftonifhment ;  yet  the  prudent 
a(rembly  declined  committing  their  dignity  to  the  ca- 
price of  an  armed  multitude  ;  and  a  decree  was  dic« 
lated,  by  which  the  choice  of  a  new  emperor  was 
referred  to  the  military  order.  [a.  d.  2ysn  Feb.  3  J 
The  troops  again  conjured  the  fenate  to  inveft  one  of 
iheir  own  body  with  the  purple,  and  a  period  of  eight 
fliojitbs  wa«  cojifumed  in  this  amicable  contention. 
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during  which  the  Roman  world  remained  without  a 
fovereign^  without  an  ufurper,  and  without  a  fedition. 

[a.  d.  275.  Sept.  25,]  On  the  twenty^fifth  of  Sep- 
tenaber,  the  conful  convoked  an  affembly,  reported  the 
doubtful  a^id  dangerous  fituation  of  the  empire,  and 
the  neceffiiy  of  complying  with  the  dutiful  requeft  of 
the  army^  The  unanimous  voice  of  the  members, 
called  to  the  imperial  dignity  Tacitus,  the  firft  of  the 
fenators,  and  the  defcendant  of  the  celebrated  hifto* 
Tian.  The  new  emperor,  who  had  attained  his  feven- 
ty-iifty  year,  in  vain  pleaded  his  age  and  infirmities^ 
as  unfit  to  fucceed  the  martial  vigour  of  Aurelian :  hig 
lank,  hig  conduO,  his  ^lanne^s  confirmed  the  choice. j 
and  the  judgment  of  the  fenate  was  ratified  by  the 
people  and  Praetorian  guards, 

{^A.  D.  27)6.]  From  the  fenate,  Tacitus  proceeded 
to  the  Thracian  camp,  to  obtain  the  more  fubftantial 
fupport  of  the  legions ;  he  gratified  their  avarice  by  a 
liberal  donative,  and  engaged  their  efieen^  by  a  decla- 
ration tha^  his  counfels  (bould  never  be  unworthy  of 
ai  Roman  general,  or  the  fuccelTor  of  the  brave  Au« 
telian. 

The  deceafed  emperor,  in  his  preparations  for  hie 
iecond  eaftern  expedition,  had  negociated  with  the 
Alani,  a  Scythian  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Lake  Mssotis,  to  invade  P^rfia  with  their  numerous 
cavalry.  The  death  of  Aurelian  fufpended  the  Per^ 
lian  war  j  and  thef^  barbarians,  on  their  arrival  oH 
the  Roman  frontiers,  during  the  interregnun),  found 
the  generals  unprepared  either  to  oppofe  lOr  receive 
ihem*    The  Alani,  who  confidered  this  treatment  a« 

perfidious^ 
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perfidious,  had  rccoorfe  to  their  own  valour  for  their 
payment  and  revenge ;  they  fpread  themfclvcs  over  the 
provinces  of  Pontus,  Cappadocia,  Cilicia,  and  Galatuu 
The  conduft  cf  Tacitus  was  fuitable  to  his  age  and 
ftation.  To  thofe  of  the  Alani  who  relinquiihed  their 
booty  and  captives,  he  punftuaily'  d:fcharged  the  en- 
if;agcmcnts  of  Aurelian,  Againft  the  remainder,  he 
waged  in  perfon  a  fuccefsful  war,  and  delivered  in  m 
few  weeks  the  provinces  of  Afia  from  the  terror  of 
Scythian  invafion. 

But  the  life  arid  glory  of  Tacitus  were  of  (librt  dur- 
ation ;  the  unaccuftomed  hardfliips  of  a  military  life 
were  aggravated  by  the  cares  of  the  mind.  The  angry 
paiHons  of  the  foldiers  rnged  with  redoubled  violence ; 
they  defpifed  the  mildnels  of  his  adminiilfation,  and 
importuned  him  with  inceffant  demands  which  he  was 
incapable  of  fatisfyinge  After  a  reign  of  fix  months 
and  twenty  days  he  expired  in  Cappadocia ;  [a,  rr. 
276.  April  12.]  and  the  infolence  of  the  legions  was 
thecaufe  of  his  death,  efen,  if  they  refrained  from  im- 
bruing their  hands  in  his  blood. 

Florianus,  the  brother  of  Tacitus,  inftantly  ufurpeA 
the  purple,  without  awaiting  the  approbation  of  the 
fenate.  Probus,  the  heroic  general  of  the  eaft,  declar- 
ed himfelf  the  avenger  cf  the  infulted  authority  of  thaic 
affembly.  Though  the  effeminate  troops  of  Syria  apu 
peared  unequal  to  encounter  the  hardy  legions  qf 
Europe,  yet  the  aftivity  of  Probus  triumphed  ovex 
every  obftacle.  The  veterans  of  his  rival  fickened  in 
the  fultry  heats  of  Cilicia ;  and  Floriapus,  after  enjoy- 
ing 
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MSig  the  imperial  title  about  three  months,  ^  fell  at  Tar* 
fus,  a  faci-ifice  to  :the  contempt  of  has  foldiers.     [a.  2>^ 

The  vidorious  Probus  wsiBy  with  Claii^ius  and 
Aurelian,  defcended  from  a  race  of  peafaats  in  lilyri- 
cum ;  like  his  warlike  predcceflbrs,  he.  bad  rifen  by 
military  mferit*  Africa  and  Ponfus,  the  Rhiney  •  th^ 
Danube,  the  Euphrates,  and  the  Nile,  by  turns  had 
:i^itneired  his  perfonal  prowefs  and  conduct  in  war. 
In  the  full  poffeflibn  of  fame,  of  the  love  of  the  army, 
and  of  vigour  of  body  and  miftd;  at  the  age  of  forty- 
fbur  he  afcended  the  imperial  throne.  His^  dutiful 
addrefs  to  the  fenate  difplayed  the  language  of  a  Ro- 
man patriot,  "  Happy  would  it  have  been,  if  FIo« 
**  rianus,  inftead  of  jfurping  the  purple  of  his  brother, 
*'  like  a  private  inheritance,  had  expeSed  what  your 
**  majefty  might  determine,  either  in  his  favour  or  that 
^*  of  any  other  perfon*  The  prudent  foldiers.  have 
^'  puniflied  his  raftmefs  :  to  me  they  have  oflFered  the 
f'  title  of  Auguftus ;  but  I-Abmit  tb  your  clemency, 
♦*  my  prctenfions  and  ment/^ '  The  fenators  were 
unable  to  difguife  their  fatisfaftion  at  this  refpedfuj 
epiftle  from  Probus,  and  they  ratified,  without  a  difc 
feiltihg  voice,  the  eleflioii  of  the  eaftern  armies. 
[a.  d.  276.  Auguft  3.]  The  reign  of  the  emperor 
correfponded  with  his  profeffions ;  the  fenate  wa^ 
permitted  to  direfl:  the  civil  adminiftration,  and  their 
general  often  laid  at  their  feet  the  trophies  of  his  vic- 
tories ;  yet  he  muft  fecretly  have  defpifed  their  weakr- 
nefs  in  acquiefcing  under,  when  it  was  in  their  power 

to 
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to  repeal,  the  dtfgraceful  edi(5t  of  Gallienus,  which 
excluded  them  from  all  military  employments. 

The  enemies  of  Rome  revived  with  iilcreafed  fury 
on  the  death  of  Aurelian;  they^  were  again  vanqniflied 
by  the  vigour  of  Prabus.  The  frontier  of  Rbsetia 
was  firmly  fecured,  the  power  the  Sarmartian  tribes 
9ras  broken ;  the  Gothic  nation  courted  the  alliance, 
and  the  I&urians  in  their  mountains  felt  and  dreaded 
the  reficntment,  of  the  warlike  emperor.  The  cities 
of  Goptos  and  Ptolemais^  perfevered  in  the  revolt  ex* 
cited  by  Firmus,  and  maintained  the  alliance  of  the 
Blemmyes«$  the  chaftifement  of  thofe  cities,  and  their 
favage  auxiliaries,  alarmed  the  great  king,  and  Ferfia 
fued  in  vain  for  the  friendfliip  of  Probus.  Molt  of  the> 
a^Uons  which  diftinguiifa  the  reign  of  this  prince,  he 
performed  in  perfon,  and  the  remainder  he  devolved 
on  the^tried  abilities  of  Cams,  Diocletian,  Maximian, 
Conftantius,  Galerius,  and  a  crowd  of  chiefs  edutated 
in  the  fevere  fchool  of  Aurelian.  '    * 

[a.  d.  277.]  But  the  moft  important  fervice  which 
Probus  rendered  the  empire,  was  recovering  from  the 
barbarians  of  Germany  feventy  flourifhing  cities ;  and 
defUvering  Gaul  from  the^  oppreflion  of  its  invaders* 
In  this  labour,  we  find  three  great  armies  vanquiflied 
by  his  valour.  He  drove  back  the  Franks  into  their 
morafies  j  he  defeated  the  Burgundians,  a  confiderable 
people  of  the  Vandalic  race ;  and  totally  overthrew  the 
Lygii  in  a  general  engagement :  Serano,  the  moft  re- 
nowned of  their  chiefs,  fell  alive  into  the  hands  of  the 
emperor;  who.,  though  te  permitted  a  retreat  to  thefe 
people,  yet  their  loflfes  in  the  battle,  and  the  difficulties 

they 
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tfieyl«iffere^  m  ^mtrttxattk^  bsoke  tbenftceAgtbef  thd 
nation ;  nor  is  tke  Lygian  naoie  ewr  agsria  meBttoned 
in  tfte  hi^0rjr  of  Oernnry.  But  ifae  amtbtttois  o(  Prb^ 
bus  WM  net  omfimA  to  a.ckfen&iie  war;  tvadcr  his 
anfpie^l,  file  Roinan  ^gks  pallia^  th^  Rhinc^  and^ap* 
feared  on  the  banks  of  the  Elbe  astd  Nb^ker.  Nine 
of  ^e  prkices  of  €kf many,  aflxm^ol  at  hia  ptofiencey 
icpmeii  to  hk  can^,  and  proftcaied  tli^nfetve^at  bia 
feet.  Heexa&ed  tbe  reftkotkm  of  cbe  efiedst  asdrcap*. 
lives  they  had  carried  away  fro»  the  pravit|iccat'  and^ 
fmpofed  a  doafickrable  tribute  of  corn^  catfie  asid 
horfes*  He  even  had  fome  tbonghts  of  cofnpeHinfg 
the  OefmaTis  to  relinquifli  the  exerafe  of  arms^  send  to 
depend  irpon  the  jiiftice  and  power  of  Rome:  tbrs  defign 
was'bowcver  deferred,  and  the  empnre  6i  Home wa»foT« 
ftfied  againft  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians^  by  a  (lone 
wafl  which  ftretched  from  N^iJftadt  and  RatifbcHi  on 
the  Danube,  as  far  as  Wimpfen  on  the  Necker ;  anfl 
after  a  winding  courfe  of  two  hundred  miles,  icnni- 
nated  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  -The  eis^rlence  of 
the  world  has  expofed  the  v«n  atlftnpt  of  fortifying 
any  extetlfiye  traft  of  coantry ;  and  the  n^l  of  Pro^ 
bus,  within  a  few  years  aleer  his  deaihr.  Was  overthroilm 
by  the.Alemanni.  '^ 

The  wifdom  of  Probcis^'  in  the  tifeA^I  ooodidkms  cf 
peace  impofed  on  the  vanquifhed  6esmans»  cooipeibd 
fhem  to  fupply  the  Roman  armies  with  Tixl^en '  tbob* 
fand  rectuits  of*the«?  mbft  robisft  youth  ^itfcdFe  worf 
diftributed  in  fmaU  bands  , of  fifty  or  fixty.  eadi, 
through  the  njitionat 'troops.  He'alfo  rept^ifl^  tbe 
cxhaufted  frontiers  wah  new  colonies  of  captive  w 

fugitive 
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fugitive  barbarians,  ob  whom  he  bellowed  ]andf»  cat* 
tie,  and  inftrumeocs  (tf  hulbandry  ;  yet  the  tdlenefa  of 
the  barbarians  too  ofieii  difappointed  the  expedationa 
of  the  emperor,  and  their  love  of  ftreedoia  iHrovoIuad 
them  into  rebellionai  equally  fatal  to  themfelvet  Md 
the  provinces. 

Even  the  vigilance  and  a£ltvity  of  Probua  were  not 
able  to  retaia  in  obedience  every  part  of  his  extended 
domimons,      Saturninus,  an  oflicer  of  merir,  who 
commanded  in  the  eaft,  was  drivf^  into  febellion  by 
the  f nsportunittet  of  bis  friends*  and  by  his  own  fearsi. 
^^  Alas!''  faid  he,  on  his  elecli<HH  ^^  the  republic  has 
'^  loft  a  Hfrful  fervanty  aod  the  raihnels  of  an  hour  baa 
^^  deftroyed  the  fervioes  of  many  years.    In  thus  exalt- 
^  iag  me  to  the  throne,  you  have  doomed  me  to  a  life 
^*  of  cares,  and  to  an  untimely  fate ;  the  only  conft>ia« 
^  tion  which  remains  is,  the  aflurances  that  I  fliall 
^^  not  fail  alone.''    The  former  part  of  the  predi^oa 
was  verified  by  the  vi&ory>  but  the  latter  was  difap<* 
pointed  1^  the  clemency  of  Prolnis ;  [a.  d.  279*3  ^^^ 
he  even  endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to  fave  the  ua* 
happy  nfuiper  from  the  fury  of  the  (bldiers.     [a.  p* 
cl^.]    The  rebellion  of  fionofus  and  Froculus  ia 
Gaul,  the  former  celebrated  for  his  prowds  in  the  com^ 
bats  of  Bdcchi&s,  and  the  latter  in  thofeof  Venus,  was 
attGMted  with  fioiitar  eircumftances  and  with  fimilar 
d^ency;    the  leaders  funk  beneath  the  fuperior 
genius  of  Probus,  but  their  adherents  experienced  las 
aiercy. 

[a.  1^  1^  i  •]    The  emperor  had  now  fuppreflfed  the 
fereign  and  domeftic  enemies  of  the.  flate,  and  on  his 

Vol.  h  h  returii 
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return  to  Rome  th^  magnificence  of  bis  triumph  was 
fuitabie  to  his  fortune;  yet  the  defp^pate  courage  of 
about  four-fcore  gladiators  ftained  it  with  blood.  Dif- 
daining  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  amufement  of  the 
populace,  they  broke  from  their  keepers,  aad  after  aa 
obftinate  refiftauce,  obtained  an  honourable  death  and 
juft  revenge. 

The  difcipline  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
camp  by  Aurelian  was  maintained,  though. with  lefs 
cruelty,  by  Probus  ;  the  troops  were  exercifed  in  co- 
vering with  rich  vineyards  the  hills  of  Gaul  and  Pan* 
nonia  ;  and  an  unhealthy  tra£t  of  marfhy  ground  near 
SirmiuiU,  where  Probus  was  born,  was  converted  into 
tillage  by  their  labour ;  but  the  emperor  -  in  thefe 
works  did  not  fufficiently  confult  the  fierce  difpofitions 
of  the  legionaries ;.  and  an  unguarded  expreflfion,  that 
on  the  eftabiifhment  of  univerfal  peace  he  might  abo* 
lifli  the  necefTity  of  a  Handing  army,  proved  fatal  to 
him.  In  one  of  the  botteft  days  of  fummer,  as  he 
ieverely  urged  their  toil,  the  foldiers  threw  down  their 
tbols^  g^afped  their  arms,  and  broke  out  into  a  furi- 
ous mutiny,  [a.  d.  282.  Auguft.]  The  emperor 
Vainly  fought  refuge  in  a  lofry  tower  ;  the  doors  wcr/B 
fbrced  and  a  thoufand  fwords  were  plunged  in  the 
bofom  of  the  unfortunate  prince.  The  rage  of  the 
troops  was  extinguifhed  with  his  life;  they  lamemed 
their  raflinefs,  and  by  ah  honourable  monument  they 
ere£l;ed,  perpetuated  thq  fame  of  his  vidories.  The 
elevation  of  Carus  was  not  marked  with  the  fame 
dutiful  refpeft  for  the  fenate  as  had  attended  the  death 
of  Aurelian  :  the  legions  declared  this  general, ,  who 
*♦         •  fiUed 
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filled  the  office  of  Praetorian  pr«feft»  worthy  the 
purple  ;  and  the  new  emperor  contented  himfelf  with 
announcing  to  the  fenate  that  he  had  afcended  the 
vacant  throne.  Cams,  though  a  foldicr,  had:  received 
a  learned  education  ;  and  though  a  fenator,  notwith- 
ftandmg  the  edift  of  Gallienus,  was  invefted  with  the 
firft  dignity  of  the  army.  He  was  about  fixty  years 
when  raifed  to  the  government  of  the  Roman  world, 
and  his  two  fons,  Carinus  and  Numerian  had  attained 
the  feafon  of  manhood. 

The  warlike  fovereign  of  Rome  prepafed  immedi- 
ately, with  the  confent  of  the  legions,  to  execute  the 
long  fufpended  defign  of  the  Perfian  war.  Before  his 
departure,  he  conferred  on  his  two  fons  the  title  of 
Caefar ;  and  direfted  Carinus,  whom  he  had  inverted 
with  almoft  an  equal  (hare  of  the  imperial  power,  ta 
fupprefs  fome  troubles  in  Gaul,  and  fix  his  refidence 
afterwards  at  Rome.  The  fafety  of  Illyricum  was 
confirmed  by  the  defeat  and  flaughter  of  fixteen  thou.- 
fand  Sarmatians  ;  the  old  emperor,  animated  with  the 
vi£lory,  purfued  his  march  in  the  midft  of  winter 
through  the  countries  of  Thrace  and  Afia,  and  arrived 
with  bis  fon  Numerian  on  the  confines  of  the  Perfian 
monarchy.  Varanes,  the  fucceflbr  of  Artaxerxes,  was 
alarmed  at  his  approach,  and  condefcended  to  nego- 
tiate for  peace.  The  ambafladors  entered  the  camp 
about  fun-fet,  when  the  troops  were  fatisfying  their 
hunger  with  a  frugal  meal.  [a.  d  283.]  They  were 
conduded  to  the  emperor  by  a  foldier,  and  found  him 
feated  on  the  grafs  in  a  coarfe  garment  of  purple,  with 
l]iis  fupper,  compofed  of  a  ftale  piece  of  bacon  and  a 
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few  hard  peafe :  Carus  in  the  conference  took  off  si 
cap  which  concealed  bis  baldnefs,  and  declared,  unlefs 
their  matter  fpeedily  acknowledged  the  fuperiorjty  of 
Rome,  he  would  render  Perfia  as  naked  of  trees  as 
his  own  head  was  deftitute  of  hair.  The  menaces  of 
Cams  were  not  without  effeft ;  he  ravaged  Mefopota- 
mia,  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  cities  of  Seleucia  and 
Ctefiphon,  and  carried  his  viflorious  arms  beyond  the 
Tigris,  Perfia  was  diftrafted  by  domeftic  factions, 
part  of  her  forces  were  detained  on  the  frontiers  of 
India,  and  Home  hoped  to  the  fall  of  the  Perttan 
monarchy  would  be  added  the  conquett  of  Arabia,  the 
fubmiffion  of  Egypt,  and  the  ^nal  delivery  of  the  em- 
pire from  the  Scythian  nations.  But  the  news  of  the 
viftories  of  Carus  was  fcarce  announced,  before  it  was 
followed  by  his  death  ;  but  whether  the  effefl  of  a 
flafti  of  lightning,  or  the  confcquence  of  a  diforder 
the  emperor  then  laboured  under,  it  is  difBcult  to 
trace,     [a.  d.  283.  Dec.  25*] 

The  army  immediately  acknowledged  as  emperor^ 
young  Numerian,  and  his  abfent  brother  Carinus; 
but  the  legions  were  difmayed  at  the  late  fate  of  Carus. 
Places  or  perfons  ttruck  with  lightning  were  coniider* 
cd  by  the  Romans  *as  devoted  to  the  wrath  of  heaven. 
An  oracle  had  pronounced  the  river  Tigris,,  the  boun- 
dary  of  ihe  Roman  arms ;  and  the  troops,  inttead  of 
purfuuig  the  vidories  of  Carus^  called  aloud  on  young 
Numerian  to  obey  the  will  of  the  gods^  and  lead  them 
from  the  tnaufpicious  feat  of  war^ 

Rome  and  the  provinces,  as  well  as  the  army,  cofii- 

gratulatedtheacceflionof  tbefonsof  Carusj  but  the  vices 

7  of 


THE   ROMAIC  BMPJR£.  I49 

of  Carinus  had  already  excited  the  contempt  6f  thecaju- 
tal:  f  A.:D.284.]  thereputationof  perfonaIcourag€*,whicb 
be  had  acqtih-ed  in  the  Gallrc  war;  was  effaced  by  his  ef* 
femmate  manners  and  abandoned  dirpoiition.  In  the 
coistfe  of  a  few  months-  he  fuccefTively  married  and  di* 
vorcedninewive8,andhi8  irregular  appetiries  brought  diC- 
honour  on  himfelf  and  on  the  nobled  houfes  of  Rome* 
He  feleded  his  minifters  from  the  dregs  of  the  people ; 
one  of  his  door-keepers  was  entrufted  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city,  and  a  confidential  fecretary,  famous 
for  his  ikill  in  forgery,  delivered  the  indofent  emperor 
from  the  irkfome  duty  of  figtiing  his  name.  The  in- 
telligence of  his  condu^  had  filled  bis  father  with 
Ihame,  nor  had  he  concealed  his  refolution  of  fatisfy- 
ing  the  republic  by  a  fevere  aft  of  juftice^  and  of  adopt- 
ing, inftead  of  a  worthlefs^fon,  the  virtuous  Conftan- 
tius,  then  governor  of  Datmatfa.  But  the  elevation  of 
Gonftantius  was  deferred,  and  the  extravagancies  of 
Carinus  were  releafed  from  control  by  the  un^expeded 
death  of  Carus. 

The  uncomihon  fplendour  with  which  Carinus  ex- 
hibited the  Roman  games  of  the  theatre,  circus,  and 
amphitheatre,  in  his  own  and  his  brother's  name, 
form  the  only  merit  of  his  reign  ;  twenty  years  after- 
wards, the  courtiers  of  Diocletian  acknowledged  that 
the  reign  of  Carinus  had  indeed  been  a  reign  of  plea- 
fure.  [a.  D«  234.  Sept.  12.]  But  tn  th^  midft  of 
thts  glittering  pageantry,  at  the  diftan^e  of  nine  hua^ 
dred  miles  from  Rome,  the  brother  of  Carious  expired, 
and  a  fudden  revolution  transferred  the  fceptre  from 
the  houfe  of  Carus  into  the  hands  of  a  (tranger. 

L3  The 
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The  temper  of  Numerian,  which  differed  widely 
from  that  of  Carinus,  would  probably  have  prevented 
their  union  from  being  of  any  long  duration.  The 
formtr  was  gentle  in  his  difpofition  and  affable  in  his 
manners ;  he  polTefled  the  elegant  accompliflimenta  of 
an  orator  and  a  poet ;  yet  his  talents  were  rather  of 
the  contemplative  than  of  the  aftive  kind  ;  neither  the 
inclinations  nor  purfuits  of  Numerian  qualified  him  for 
the  command  of  armies.  His  conftitution  was  deftroy- 
ed  by  the  liardftiips  of  the  Perfian  war,  and  the  heat 
of  the  climate  had  confiderably  impaired  his  eyes :  in 
the  courfe  of  the  retreat  he  confined  himfelf  to  the 
darknefs  of  a  Utter  ;  and  Arius  Aper,  whofe  daughter 
he  had  married,  and  who  held  the' important  ftation 
of  Prjstoriari  prasfeQ:,  adminiftered  all  affairs  civil  and 
military*  • 

Eight  months  after  the  death  of  Cams,  the  legions 
halted  at  Chalcedon  in  Afia,  while  the  court  pafled 
over  to  Heraclea,  on  the  European  fide  of  the  Pro-^ 
pontis.  A  whifper  circulated  through  the  camp,  of 
the  emperor's  death,  and  the  anlbition  of  his  minifter  : 
the  foldiers,  alarmed,  broke  into  the  iraperial  tent, 
and  difcovered  only  the  corpfe  of  Numerian.  The 
gradual  decline  of  his  health  might  warrant  the  fup- 
pofitionof  natural  death  ;  but  the  concealment,  and 
the  meafures  which  Aper  had  taken  to  fecure  his 
eleftion,  were  a  prefumption  of  his  guilt.  A  ge- 
neral aflembly  of  the  army  was  held  at  Chalcedon, 
whither  Aper  was  tranfported  as  a  prifoner  and  cri- 
minal. Diocletian,  commander  of  the  body  guards, 
was  feleded  by  ^the  generals  $ind  tribunes  as  the  per^ 

fon 
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fon  moft  capable  of  avenging  and  fucceeding  the  de^ 
ceafed  emperor,  [a.  d»  284.  Sept.  17.]  lie  af- 
trcnded  the  tribunal,  and  raifing  is  eyes  towards  the 
fun,  made  a  folemn  profeffion  of  his  own  innocence  j 
then  aflfuming  the  language  of  a  fovereign  and  a  judge, 
he  commanded  Aper  to  be  brought  before  him  in' 
chains.  "  This  man,"  faid  he,  "  is  the  murderer  of 
"  Numerian;*'  and  without  allowing^  time  for  his 
juftificaiion,  he  buried  his  fword  in  thebreaft  of  the 
unfortunate  pra&fe£t;  the  legions,  by  repeated  accla* 
mations,  acknowledged  the  juftice  and  authority  of 
Diocletian. 

Carinus  yet  poflefled  arms  and  treafures  fufficient 
to  withftand  the  pretenfions  of  Diocletian  to  empire  ; 
but  his  perfonal  vices  proved  fatal  to  his  power  and 
life.  In  the  fpring,  the  forces  of  the  eafl  and  weft  en-^ 
countered  each  other  in  the  plains  of  Margus,  a  fmall 
city  of  Maefia.  \  [a.  d.  285.  May.]  The  troops 
lately  returned  from  Perfia,  their  nu miners  dimi- 
nifhed  and  ftrength  exhaufted,  were  broken  by  the 
legions  of  Europe  ;  but  the  fword  of  a  tribune,  whofe 
wife  Carihus  had  feduced,  extinguiflied  civil  difcord  in 
the  blood  of  the  adulterer,  and  beftowed  the  purple  on 
Diecletian  in  the  moment  he  defpaire J  of  life- 
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CHAPTER  IX* 

rut  REIGN  OF  DIOCLETIAN  AND  HIS  THREE  Aj^SOClATai, 
MAXIMTAN,  GALERIUS,  AND  CONSTANTIUS— THE  PERSIAN 
WAR— ABDICATION  AND  RETIREMENT  OF  DIOCLETIAN* 
AW  MAXIMIAK. 


JL  HE  birth  of  Diocletian  was  more  obscure  than 
that  of  any  of  His  predeceffors ;  bis  parents  liad  beea 
flatres  in  the'  houfe  of  Anulinus,  [a.  p.  285*].  a  fe- 
nator,  and  the  namfelie  was  diftinguiflied  by  he  derived 
from  a  fmifl  town  of  Dalmatian     Favourable  oracles, 
and  an  athbitiouS  difpofitlon,  prompted  him  to  purfue. 
the  profeffion  of  arms  ;  he  was  fucceflively  promoted 
to  the  governmehf  of  Masfia,  the  honours  of  the  coi^-, 
liafiiip,  and  the  command;  o?  the  guards  of  the  palacij^. 
and  by  the  judgment  of  his  rivals,^  after  t^e  death  p|^ 
Niirrierian,  was  declared  tbe  mpft\vorthy  p^  tb^jm^ 
perial  throfiei,     IFhe  abilities  of  Diocletian  w^^  V^^tr, 
ufeful  th^n  iplendid  j^  dexterity .  an4   appKc^tjon'  in, 
bnfmefs  ;  a  judicious  mixture  of  liberality  and  cecQ^ 
nomy,  of  rigotir  and  mildneTs  j  profound  diffirnulatipQ- 
witfr  the  appearance  of  franknefs  •  and  above  all,  the. 
great  art  of  fubmitting  his   6wn  paffions,  as   well   at. 
thofe   of  others,  to  tihe  advancement  of  his  iatereft.. 
Of  former  emperors,  he  Teems  mod  to  have  rcfembled 
Auguft'usj  but  on  his  eleclion,  he  declared  he  was 

chiefly 
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chiefly  defirous  of  imitating  the  humane  phifofopby 
of  Marcus  Antoninus* 

After  the  example  of  Marcus,   he  gave  himfelfa 
colleague  in  the  perfoii  of  Maximian,  on  wham  he  bc- 
ftowed  at  firft  the  title  of  Caefar,  apd  afterwards  that 
of  Ailguftus.    Maximian  was  born  a  peafant,  and  like 
Aurelian,  in  the  territory  of  Sirmium.     j^A.  d.  2&6. 
April  ift.]     Unacquainted  with  fciencq,  md  ignoniat 
of  letters,   war  was  the  only  art  he  profeiTed ;  he  had 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  on  every  frontier  of  the  empire, 
and  though)  perhaps,  he  never  attained  the  ikiil  of  a 
confummate  general,  valour,  conftancy,   and  experi*^^ 
ence  rendered  him  capable  of  excuting  the  moft  ardn- 
ous  plan  of  his  aflbciate  ;  to   whom  his  vices  were 
fcarce  lefs  ufeful  than  his  virtues.    Infenfibk  to  pity ,  he- 
was  the  ready  inftrument  of  every  a^  of  cruelty  which 
the  policy  of  that  artful  prince  might  at  once  fuggeft 
and  difclami ;  but  the  difference  of  cbarafters  did  not 
interrupt  the  friendfliip  of  the  two  emperors,  wbe 
ehher  froth  pride  or  fuperftition  aifumed  tl^  titles, 
the  one  of  Jovius,  the  other  of  HercuHus.     The  pru-- 
dence  of  Diocletian  dilcovered  that  the  empire^  aifailed 
oh  every  fide,  required  on  every  fide  the  prefence  of  an 
emperor ;  he  refolved  again  to  divide  his  power,  an4 
with  the  inferior  title  of  Caefal*,  to  confer  on  two  ge« 
nerals  of  approved  merit  an  equal  ihare  of  the  fove^ 
reign  authority.     |^a«  d.  392.  March  ift  J     Galerius 
and  Conftantius  were  the  two  perfons  invefted  with 
the  fecond  honours  of  the   imperial  purpte.      The 
manners,  country  and  extra&ion  of  Galerius  were  the 
iame  as  thofe  of  Ma^cimian :  the  birth  of  Con(tanti\is 

ei^celled 
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cx^IIed  that  of  his  colleagues;  his  father  was  a  coniider«" 
able  noble  of  Dardania^  and  bis  mother  a  niece  of  the 
emperor. Clapdius.  A  youth  fpent  in  arms,  had  not 
changed  a  difpofition  natuFally  mild  and  amiable. 
To  ilrengthen  the  bonds  of  this  union^  each  of  the 
anperors  aifumed  the  charader  of  a  father  to  one  of 
the  Cadars ;  Diocletian  to  G^Ierius,  Maximian  to 
Conllantius-;  and  each^  obliging  them  to  repudiate 
their  former  wives,  beftowed  his  daughter  in  marriage 
on  his  adopted  fon.  The  defence  of  Gaul,  Spain, 
and  Britain,  was  entrufted  to  Confiantius  ;  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  to  Galerius  ;  Italy  and  Africa  to  Max- 
imian ;  and  Thrace,  Egypt,  and  the  rich  countries  of 
Afia  were  referved  to  Diocletian.  Each  was  fovereign 
wkbin  his  own  jurifdiqlion,  and  their  united  authority 
extended  over  the  whole  monarchy. 

This  important  meafure  was  not  executed  till  about 
fix  years  after  the  aiTociation  of  Maximian,  whofe  firft 
exploit  was  fuppreifing  the  peafants  who,  under  the 
appellation  of  Bagandae^  had  rifen  in  a  general  infur-^ 
region,  [a.  d.^  287.3  During  the  long  feries  of 
troubles  which  agitated  Gaul,  from  the  reign  of  GaU 
lienus  to  that  of  Diocletian,  the  condition  of  thefe  pea-* 
fants  had  been  peculiarly  miferable  ;  oppreffeji  at  once 
by  their  mafters,  the  barbarians,  the  foldier^,  and  the 
officers  of  the  revenue.  Their  patience  was  at  laft 
provoked  into  defpair  ;  on  every  fide  they  rofe  in 
multitudes,  and  with  irrefiftible  fury.  The  Gallic 
nobles  took  refuge  from  their  revenge  in  fortified  cities^ 
or  fled  from  the  wild  fcene  of  anarchy.  But  the 
power  of  the  peafants  expired  at.,  the  approach  of  the 
,  legions  j 
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fcgiohs  ;  thofe  found  in  arms  teere  feverely  pimHhed^ 
the  reft  retired  to  their  refpeftive  habitations,  and  fob- 
mitted  to  their  accudomed  lives  of  labour  and  fer« 
vitude. 

A  party  of  the  Franks  in  th^  reign  of  Probus,  had 
been  eftabliihed  on  the  fea  coaft  of  Pontus ;  thefe 
feized  a  fleet  ftationed  in  one  of  the  harbours  of  the 
Euxine,  traverfed  the  ocean,  and  plundered  the  dc- 
fencelefs^'fhores  of  Afia,  Greece,  and  Africa.  Tb«r 
countrymen  had  followed  their  example,  and  the  pro- -* 
vinces  adjacent  to  the  ocean  had  ever  fmce  been  ra- 
vaged by  their  predatory  defcents.  To  prevent  thefe, 
Caraufius,  a  Menapian  of  ikili  and  valour,  had  been 
Ilati6ned  with  a  fquadron  at  Boulogne  in  the  ftreigbt* 
of  the  British  Channel.  This  avaricious  officer  con- 
nived at  the  paifage  of  the  pirates,  but  diligently  in-- 
tercepted  their  return,  and  divided  the  fpoih  Maxi- 
mian,  to  whom  his  wealth  was  an  evidence  of  guilt, 
had  giveft  orders  for  his  drath  ;  but  ihS  crafty  Mena- 
pian forefaw  the  ftorm  ;  he  attached  by  his  liberality, 
the  fleet  to  his  fortunes^  and  failing  over  to  Britain, 
^A.  D.  ^87.3  corrupted  the  legion  and  auxilbties 
which  guarded  the  ifland,  and  boldly  affumed  the  im* 
perial  purple  with  the  title  of  Auguftus.  During 
feven  years  he  fupported  his  rebellion  with  courage 
and.ability  ;  his  fleets  rode  triumphant  in  the  channel, 
ravaged  thecoafts  of  the  ocean,  and  Britain,  under  his 
command,  firft  aflfumed  its  natural  and  refpedahlo 
(kition  of  a  maritime  power. 

This  event  immediately  followed  the  chaftifement  of 
the  peafants  in  Gaul }  and  Caraufnis,  by  carrying  off 

the 
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the  Stet  at  Boulogne^  had  deprived  Maximian  of  th^ 
means  of  revenge :  a  new  armament  was  prepared 
Willi  difficulty,  and  defeated  by  the  ufurper.  Diocle* 
tian  and  Maxtmian>  difcouraged  by  this  event,  refign* 
ed  to  Caraufius  the-  fovereignty  df  Britain,  [a.  d. 
^89*3  But  the  adoption  of  the  Csefars  reftored  new 
vigetir,  and  Condantius  aflfumed  the  conduft  of  the 
Britiflx-war;  acr^fs  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of 
Bbniogne  he  raifed  a  flupendous  mole,  and  that  city, 

*  after  an  obftinate  defence  with  part  of  the  fleet  of  Ca* 
ratiniis,  was  cdmpeHed  to  furrender.  [a.  d.  292.} 
Before  the  naval  preparations  of  Conftantius,  which 
had  eihpfoyed  three  years,  were  completed,  he  received 
the  intcHtgencc  of  the  ufurper's  death  ;  [a.  d.  294.3 
Cataufitis  was  murdered  by  his  firft  nunifter  Alledds^ 
who  futecceded  to  his  power,  and  beheld  \tith  terror 
the  oppofite  (bores  of  the  continent  filled  with  troops 
and  tranfports.     Conftantius  had  feparated  his  forces, 

'  that  he  raight^fii vide  the  attention  and  refiftance  of  the 
enemy  ;  the  prihcrpal  fquadron,  under  the  command 
of  the  praefeft  Afclepfodatds,  efcaped  the  fleet  of  Al- 
fcftus  in  a  thick  fog,  and  landed*  in  fafety  on  the 
weftern  coaft*  The  ufurper,  pofted  near  London; 
Hafteiied  to  repel  his  approachmg^  enemy  ;  and  after  a 
long  and  diforderly  march,  with  a  fmall  body  of  har^ 
affed  arid  diiheartened  troops,  encountered  the  prse* 
feft.*  [a.  d.  29^.]  The  engagement  was  terihinated 
by  thi^  defeat  and  death  of  AUeftu^ ;  the  reft  of  this 
iflanJl  fubmirted  ;  and  Conftant!tJs,-when  he  krided 
on  the  ihotes  of  Kent,-  found  rfiem  covered  with  obe» 
dicnt  fubje^s,  -  ^' 

Britain^ 
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BHtaiH}  encircled  by  the  fea,  bad  nooebut  domeftk 
enemies  to  dread  ;  the  feeble  enterprif^  of  the  n<^}se4 
favages  of  Scotland  could  fcarce  afieA  the  proyimex 
the  peace  of  the  continent,  and  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  required  greater  exertioM  of  polficy  and 
power.  The  diffentions  of  the  barbarians  were  ca- 
couraged  by  the  arts  of  Diocletian  5  the  fortifications 
.of  the  Roman  lines  were  ftrengthened  and  .reftorcrfw 
In  the  eaft,  a  line  of  camps  was  formed  from  £gypC 
to  the  Perfian  dominions  ;  arfenals  were  eftabii&ed  M 
Antioch>  Emefa,  and  Damafcus.  In  the  north,  th^ 
ancient  towns  and  citadels  were  repaired,  new  ones 
conftruded,  and  the  ftrided  vigilance  introduced  a,^ 
mong  the  garrifons.  So  refpe^lable  a  frontier  was 
feldom  violated,  and  the  fubjeds  of  Diocletian  behel4 
with  pleafure  the  Goths,  the  Vandals,  the  Gepidac, 
and  Alemanni  wafte  each  others  ftrength  in  deftruc- 
tive  hoftilities.  Whenever  thefe  barbarians,  fufpepfl- 
ing  their  domeftic  animofities,  evaded  the  vigilance  q( 
the  garrifon?,  the  emperors  devolved  their  chaftife- 
ment  on  the  valour  of  the  Casfars,  and  .referred  tbek 
own  perfons  for  occaHons  worthy  their  interpofitioc|#^ 
Gaul  was  delivered  by  ConJlantius,  in  two  vi&ones 
at  Langres  and  Vlndentlf^,  from  a  furious  invafioa  of 
the  Alemanni ;  yet  that  prince,  in  traverilng  the  open 
country  with  a  feeble  guard,  was  attacked  on  a  fuddea 
by  a  hoftile  multitude  ;  and  efcaped  with  difficulty,  an4 
wounded,  into  Langres.  The  Roman  troops  bafteOf4 
to  bis  leiief,  and  before  evening  he  had  fattsfied  his 
honour  and  revenge  by  the  flaughter  of  fix  tbaufand 
AJb^manni, 

Diocletian 
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Diocletian  imitated  the  emperor  Probos  in  the  dif- 
pofa!  of  the  vanquifted  barbarmns  ;  they  were  diftri- 
buted  among  the  provinces  depopulated  by  war> 
encouraged  to  works  of  agriculture,  and  prohibited 
the  exetcife  of  arms-  A  fettlement  was  granted  to 
feveral  colonies  of  the  Carpi,  the  Baftarnse,  and  the 
Sarmatians;  by  a  dangerous  indulgence,  they  were 
permitted  in  fome  '  meafure  to  retain  their  national 
manners  and  independence,  and  a  rouhitude  of  fecret 
enemies  were  imperceptibly  introduced  into  the  heart 
of  the  empire. 

While  the  C^'efars  defended  the  Danube  and  Rhine, 
the  emperors  were  employed  oq  the  fouthern  confines 
of  the  Roman  empire.  A  confederacy  of  five  Moorifti 
nations  had  invaded  the  peaceful  provinces  ;  Julian 
had  aflumed  the  purple  at  Carthage,  Achilleus  at  Al- 
exandria, and  evert  the  Blemmves  renewed  their 
ravages  in  Egypt.  The  fuccefs  of  Maximian  feems  to 
have  been  rapid  and  decifive,  though  fcarce  any  cir- 
cumftances  are  preferved  of  his  exploits.  ^Diocletian, 
on  his  fide,  opened  the  campaign  in  Egypt  with  Alex- 
andria, which,  after  a  fiege  of  eight  months,  implored 
his  clemency,  and  experienced  his  feverity :  [a.  p. 
296.]  Bufiris  and  Coptos  were  utterly  deftroyed  by 
the  order  of  the  infle^^ible  emperor  \  and  his  policy 
removed  the  Nobelse  from  their  ancient  habitations  in 
Lybia,  and  refigned  to  them  the  territory  above  Syene, 
and  the  catarafts  of  the  Nile,  to  oppofe  a  fuitabld 
enemy  to  the  Blemmyes.  In  Diocletian's  chaftifement 
of  the  Egyptians,  we  cannot  but  record  one  fingular 
circumftance  ;  he  caufed  a  diligent  incjuiry  to  be  made 

after 
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after  all  the  ^ncient  books  which  treated  of  th^  admlr* 
able  art  of  making  gold  and  filver,  and  without  pity 
conunkted  them  to  the  fiames.  Though  thefe  trea^ 
tifes  have  been  afcr^bed  to  Pythagoras,  Solomon,  or 
Hermes,  yet  the  commendable  perfecution  of  Diocle^ 
tian  is  the  firft  authentic  event  ia  th^  hiftory  of 
alchymy. 

The  reduftion  of  Egypt  was  immediately  follow€4 
by  the  Perfian  war.  When  Armenia  was  fubdued,  iti 
th.e  reign  of  Valerian,  by  the  perfidy  and  arms  of  the 
Perfians,  after  the  affaffination  of  Chofroes,  his  foa' 
Tiridates  was  faved  by  his  friends^  aqd  educated  under 
the  protei^ioii  of  the  emperors:  he  figaalized  his 
youth  by  deieds  of  valour  and  dexterity,  and  protect* 
ed  by  his  fiogle  arm  the  perfon  of  Licinius,.  expofed 
to  imminent  danger  in  the  fedition  which  proved  fatal 
to  Pfobus.  Licinius  was,  in  every  ilatiou,  the  friead 
ai\d  compaaioa  of  Galerius ;  and  the  merit  of  Galerius, 
long  before  be  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Gaefar  was 
known  and  efteemed  by  Diocletian.  In  the  third  ye^r 
of  vtbat  enip^ror's  reign,  Tiridates  was  inverted  with 
the  kingidom  of  Armenia:  [a  d.  286.1  his  appear-: 
aace.on  the  frontier  of  bis  hereditary  dominions  was 
;sitten4^  with  unfc^igned  traafport  and  joy,  and  the 
pepple,  exafpprated  by  multiplied  injuries,  armed  with 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  their  independence,  .their  religion, 
s^ni  their  Xover^ign* .  The.nobjes  of  Armenia  flew  to 
the  (lap4^rd  pf  TUidates,  and  the  command  of  the 
^rmy,  .was  beftqwed  out  ArtavaC^es,  whpfe.  father  Jiad 
fd^yed  the  infi^nt.  life  ofthfi  prjpce,  and  whofe  family 
had  be^n^mia({eic^r&d  for  that  generous  adion.     For  a 

while. 


fksurti of- Atrial. v^Toctb^j  diwkil  flM>gf ^Ibrloi, 

:^Eiridileffin  {iin/^a^Madtbtdt  for  tfaefe  adwtiliag^i ; 

f^.Hbiinb2:jimd{foi»'€6iiiia  tloonrfdifflottd  tlievtfabcideSaih 

-lib  tModilhAMebKoa^n^jto^^  &^pamirAe 

(1%e  annii9.feoiJLea£Ottfi«ere^f  liE  tbiphsiMtg^iM^dffO^ 

throw,  on  thjS.«r«f(ilk^groiiM)ife^fir<d^ 
Tiifaeldieb^f  e^CraiOTut  .  W0.ar&%iib^mt,0£:iU&ciit6Kn» 
1<ft3rwt»  of  tbe  Roman. geRidt&HsWdbiMi  ;.ikuiAirMftip» 
«ipfteirian:  it^ffe£bi»l  d^^aj^'  af?lvabQr^i»ra^'^pUiA»fikK> 
:rthe  bakiks  of^  th^  Euphi^tes :  biB  ^bt^ wasrvwiitM^ 
i!9fid  the  inffopid  prince  wa;  cotilpeIU»i^eoM8hm]iii>bi|(| 
-  ^liiBge  inta  the  ftream ;  big  iMioAir"  ura&  Mat^^^d 
.ibr .rivet  deep.and /rapid#  ta;i))orer{iaft5:A  isdAtMsIB^ 
-tfiiie  in  breadth  ;  yet  fucb  mucins J^Jsnph^wAjjpwfk- 
.  l^y»  <hat1ie  redcbtd  io  May  ike  oppoihei^f^^t'iitt 
•;;^!  fiioelei^n refseiv^d Gakfliisiiot^itf  jaaU^f(^ 
;: wiib  the  indigimtioii  laC.  laa.  tofexKfed  femi^^jpf^  t^e 
dbMgbtf-prioce  was  cfiqptdledrtorMIpw  aix>wi:^ai.j^^ 


.«iifi99(4k0  dMBiotof  tke  eiii|Mnt  i  lilil  ttnciwiait» 

'4ttffipin  ttlK'JHMLtittflkniBBd  Im  i^fiettttneBt^/piiaiMited 

4haMG*ilr-«^  MtCritfve  Im  own  taMoo^  »  vdH  »  lint 

^  dte  SLomm  wtmM*    lA^Hi  497-}   A  (tqmi  9i^ 

wHiiinm  fifitt  the  Mtcniif  of  theiUytaii^fron^ 

mi4  OAmm^  M>ibe  btad  ef  ^MotyKfist e  tiunifiuUl 

taiaif  mi^metd  thfoogfa  the  movndms4£  ikratafi^ 

.#€Mairy  .ibtoMiMe  tte  die  of^tmiou  of  snfiuidfjrvnd 

lDCOiiT«ei«t  fior  Ae  laoikiM  cf  cwiky*    '{%e  FIb»> 

tiaittr  ilMKl  %kb  hooO^  Mgkaed  thein  difovliiiBt 

«ImI  wha^dMy  IfOift  apsBu^  wcm  forptilcd  bf  €bi* 

<lMrunt^;4iii  in^etudwaicick^  fpteoKl  difonier  aad  dtt^^ 

mtUpmrniA^ Gtmp of  the barbnriaiis, a dreadMnr* 

m^'mSmdf^^Miihx&»m  Hodtovv^  the 

.^dtm Jof  ItfUa*    Scwfal  ^  his  wiver  ukI  ^Irildn0» 

«iMlio  •  ittcodtd  thid  anny^  were  made  capiivcr ;  tbefe 

,  mim  hofmeui^  proteAed  from  violence  and  nfane^ 

Itti^  Galiiif»»  M  tUk  wnsaSaa^  Imi&ted  the  caDilQ&  of 

▲kidnriaiJQiWinls.^  of  I)aria8« 

>^.r.IikBfd0kn^'ml^  the  deci^  of  tUb 

ftwtcomeftt  h«4afleiiibted]iiSymaftro 

<ThhniatiQn»  atd/oR  the  i»ui%en€e  jof  the  viAo^ 

»aitiifari.ii>tpMrfott  Id  moderate  by  hit  ^omAkflbi 

tfM^^^ihkiAm^    The  'power  of  Maizes  had  Ima 

teAkift  by  im  !aft  definiti  and  i»  difpaicfaed  in  ^^ 

MrAnant  A{Aafhm#^'b^  i-edsiw  whatever  comittiQiis 

liMl«MlfaM>ri»)uUitt^^    l^.ambitidti  of  cut 

Mm  sdg&fr  gii^4irdM;Maqtfeft^.^it  aft  j  %u  the 

|Hi4M|Be^i}ioQloti^  toilifcttodeiiarpoficy 

df  AK^fiAm  aM  tfail  AmoiaMi:  dib  eni}»rais  fooa 

VoJ.«  L  M  Narfes 


&^  .^.Q^t^iQ  JM«di%: .  the  ^u^nuiAttoAiOf^^^^ 

Q^ajtif  yKffim  t.h?ifijiaocls».  ajpdit  was  in  (hm^oicot , 
ei|^eri|p  ad^ik  or  exclude  ^b^  V9E|^eriag  tri^M,  ^* 

had  nqw  be?u  «)nipktely  :aji^fai)^pd  J?y*,^  . 

thd|t,,ex|>l(»tjt  ;,y^«<i  .^fciy^fl  ,S^  .5hejjjn4rtefiiffi5i4>t;tij|.v^ 
clc^ i^  the.jjlary.;|f  the  -^" ;.4^,jW{i^.  jj|p^  . 

«d-)h^  ^#<^v^  l^tyiWpfcf(,h»^;ji^ffigfidi^j#4j», 

W:^^?J?»#v  SK^PI^Sp^I^^  W?^'«9W^'ft  S^gol 

■  ..-■.  -'•  .  M  ■=     •  foon 


b«tt^n'''th^Daiiiibfe'' aria  -the  fitijjtthife.^' '^t  Ittfi ' 

CiMWfti'ills  triuiri^,"ft  does  not  appekr  t"hat  lieWd'' 
hatf  ^^fetfifce  afiderir'cap&at  of  th^  'einpifer-evfediili"^ 


ni 


that  memorable  occanon,  his  (lay  did  not  exceed  ^o 
ii«b«fe3  Sarh^'4uMef«:6MewWVi^ec1i)H^kbrirfc. 
gk<^WTih^tfielitenM.tey!fitfaf{t^Wft4-p^^^^^ 


n 


wa^^ioi^P^by  ihe  faittrW'th€^acc^fi(ti6n-o^^ 
girfiiy"  Jlbtl^sttA  fliie  Veidffi  of:tfee  acctifed-'wsis  cofigiP^ 
deiletf aSfifficieiit  evfdWct «)F  ftifflrguirif. '  f  fh^  ftaftf dl.  "' 


^?i 


i:ed«^i;'«ndvthijfr  i«acetf^  firppUed ' V  t^^^  Mhfu!  ' 
h^mMli  Itpittm^u&aerA^tiew  titles  af  ^^ffarn^''^ 


i^4  oscihitii!  A^m-^iiL  OF 


'-■   wjOi,")  :.!'.*    iv  .b-'AfU  3ll*  TiQ  ' 


at  cxteutiVe  ptow^r; 
The  princes  of  Rdte^/ wStil  me^mimlk^M 


proi 
^'^i'l  mi't  dif^pf&ed  by  tlr6  %pelteif  off t^^ 

'^ntis  pr  LoTrl^L  is  an  tptthet;  li&ii^1)<eh  if e|eQ«(! 


toae  niark6(l  by  ail^oacf,  ^0^141(6' l^iii^ttVuti'^ 
W*  b'SHid  of  thd  fame  coloiiR' '  "tile j^tity  «5^' 

Nrt^ta  lillet,  fct  with  pe&tfe,  w4ii#ijhcftciea^d^-'^ 


on  the  miads  of  iui  fub^ei^s  the  bal^jts,  <:||f  jMb|tm||oii 
0^9^,ibx^;,^^\^^P^,nti,^p,^f^^         t|w  fjf- 


^^  pf,pi9e)etjan.  ii^Tj>aBced,a'pri5,«a4^  9^  ^in^ 

D;u:t8,p^iiieejg9pitQ|iBa!ci^  .c9^  the  othei;  fofr 

j||^y^a«C»ppmti^^     pipjmp  anji  iuxui^f^  aiiid  tlie  pub- 

J^^o^iHltblK*  partrc«}Urly  the  ian>i-tkx^ni"^apitat|o]^, 

aMr,^Se4  ^94  cjfhiHfted  thei  devoted  ptovlacesr  ^ 

t'f.  jp^cjf l>|o  l*/t  Italy  fopin  after  tiie ' ceremony 'pjf  liis 

"tnQ^tt^..^  b^gjui  ,lus  ^rpgrefe,  tow^^rds  the  eaft  ; 

iJMfl^ftjS^y:  Q£i^^vQ^he)[,  hecontrsfted  a  flow  illaefs^ 
';>rder,  h^jeh^  arrived  at  |S[icom&diaj|  wa» 
M3  become 


^65  J>m.lVtil^A^PffWAf^hfiM 

^ay  to  a  retirement  he  had  chofen  in  his  lutfiffh^i^BV 
try.  of  Dalmatia.  [a.  d.  305.  May  ift.3  On  the 
Ijame  day,  Maximian  refigned,  with  lefs  fincerity,  the 
imperial  purple  at  Milan^  and  retired  to  a  yiUk  in  Lu-* 
cania.  The  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  latter,  yielded  re* 
la£taat1y  to  the  afcendant  which  his  colleague  bad 
SM:quir6d  i  who  in  the  midft  of  Roman  triumph,  had 
meditated  his  abdication,  and  exafted  an  oath  from 
Illlaximian  to  follow  his  example* 

Diocletian  paiTed  the  nine  laft  years  of  his  life  ^ 
^  $alona,  a  city  of  Dalmatia  ;  his  leifure  hours  were  em^ 
ployed  in  building,  planting  and  gardening  :  his  anfwer 
to  Maximian  is  defervedly  celebrated.  When  urged 
by  that  reftlefs  old  man  to  re-affume  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment, be  obferved,  if  he  could  fbew  Maximian 
the  cabbages  planted  by  his  own  hands  at  Salona,  he 
(hould  no  longer  be  importuned  to  relioquiib  the  en^ 

joymcnt 


yfymttitot  liA^fiineh  (Qit  Che  purfoit  of  {^dwen-  fibt 
ftfipR^Mftsb  ^mpa'or  ihad  fflle^  too  impbrfant  a  c£ani^- 
lerm'ilie^brld)  t6  eajby  tn  irhinttrrupted  trariq[aiIK*ty 
tbreoqtf«»^flr««^eiiMBf;-  li  was  impaffibfe  foV  hifli 
M  WflpHrin  igtiortf«f^  of\&fe  Vandu^  troiiblesi  leehicK  aiSd« 
Mother  €iil)>iVe;  ItVfes  et^tial^  iibpTobab^  Tic  fi£mld 
wiMkk  lodlSerem  kv  them.  iH!s1enderhe^  muft'ha^i 
been  wdoiid^d  by  tli^tteatmenr  of  hk  vnU  and  daugh* 
tar  i  and  Cd^antiM  atitd  £icidiufrm%{)r/welF  liav^ 
fpared4b6ie  aifroities,  "^tB  tirtifi^^ii^ty^  i^ 

iliefi»frattilioi''df  ihcn^  bwn  foftuff?.'^  fx!  i^.^^?^^. 
Ufan  ol^icore  report  kasf  reached  oiir'tiy^,  thdt^itvln 
«^Hdw^]ki»feir  from  iheiV  lii^atittia^^'i^^ 

bi  ^^   .?!'-:^::-::  :i£:ii:>l  Ic  irP'^7  5i!l  ^11   'J'  -V   <  b^-rii'p^^ 
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;-ute  -?>  -  •  v.i  bsviiil?.'  U:it  <ndna'  ::i^  :.r:r  .>;^-  ^^r  :'     jf 
-loq  'j:;;  ,n-..ii'^r.-.v  :.:::;?.•■  •-  alTj  ;>-;.-^  f.  ./mn  f  ..■? 

■^^^L*fA?gKEffl?ffr«?K^|UVIJWieWq<ir  -THE  .'SA^iVOtfll 

liuiiu  f'^ii?'is'.:oiu  ?rj  ;o  ."Jv^Ci    -;u-.    ^  ^  -"j  ,  <.su 

fijiJcfJiioD  lo  ri.':;3l  ;2i'.'.'~ici  :<>  ji;-    ■.'•-•  ..ij.«3b.j.iv..i 

i9fmdir°^ff^9^^yfM  cegffefered  MiftJftitetof  ttiBO^ 
and  Oalerius  afiumed  th^ii^t^Mg^^Ufiaamtt^LJU/ 

H'£^r,n  lii^PM.  ift><^.TW?i?vftw»/ia6flwarditsilk* 
•M^jsiOjip^Mrhpfc  mother  was  ^he  fiftp^  of  Galeriusj 

' '       Wl 


%is  iafigu?g€  and  muiners  ftill  befrayfd  hi*  ru(l|e  edn^ 
cation,  when  he  was  intruded  with  the  fpvereigil 
command  of  E^ypt  and  Syria.  The  other  was  Sevc* 
rus,  an  officer  of  merit*  thc^gh  addicted  to  plcafure. 
who  received  from  t!ie  refuaant  l^taximian,  tb^  poU 

kndWlddged  ?tbe  fdpret*^  «f  Gonftaiitltis/ Wuf^<i&4$ 
(Sgvdted  to  the^eohlihatia'rof  •  hrsf'Bet^         GifeMis;^ 
liefer 

ft6iA- 

hts  power  over  three-fourths  of  the  monarchy,  ^n|u 
conBdence,  that  the  approaching  death  of  Cooftantiv^ 
wiMld'ieave  himibl^  fnafter of '  tlie  Roh^^wcrl^.-  Bi 
kfs^hW  ei^heela  mdntlis,'  iW  zmV¥^i(klkii^i^ 
Qakrbr  vf&r^  i^vewurii^^d  \%^two  %he3^e£!fed^i«t6fuJ 
tiora^-CiMit^dtle^p0d€ied'Kly^If  6^^  ^ftiet^' 
pXDviii&9^'ltind  t^4*d^6lt  of  IMta^ke^ktf^ w^  'atteiiii^^ 
wttkAtM$t>rA6idakdItdyi'^/^^  -^  •  '^  ^  '^ 

>ifd€|ia5  ih^ddtighlcii^f  an^Jihkee^cr^^ 
{aiq^^modle^  of  (hmH^tnig,  ahdl^e i^ce  ^^^^^  btHh' 
N^ySfs^Jnl^^    t*.^!>;  eVi^j^^^Hex^^^^^ 
ttm  ^«ai'V  cif  age  when^hls^ftther  li^at  adVaAced  W  thc;^ 
ibabcpf  Ca^arr^  fiat  thkv  femniate  event  tir^  att^bdeil 
^ithihis.motherisidivdrca7£kwD^  i^s.l  aod  tfie  fi^Iesv 
4oriof  an  imp^I  attiaaee  reduced  the  fon  bf  H^Rsnt' 
that ftate of  detpafe an^d  bumiKaticta.^^  Jafead  of  folj^ 
lowing'Iris  feha#,^htf  Wmaiii^^  fn^^he  ferried  oT'lfib^ 
cfetiaihi  ^nd  after  flgnalizing  his  vafour  in th6  wart  6f 
?gypt  and  PeVfiai  tbftf  4o 'the  iJatioii Aif  iribtine  of  tW 
ftcft  cjrder.    Hli^iirA^as  ta#ind  niajieftici  he  ^is; 
,:■•  .A'i'   ,\   7^.ul  .-;r  .«v  ;-'.  f.-iJ  -  •■  **'^de?terbu« 


17^  2>lLCtmt  Amowjihu^of 

.^^/^yo^r  of  sH^  $iKd^f$v'v^iafedb^eady  named 
fft'WJi^jftHy  :th^  r»n^  .oC-C«fi[r,(4oBafyerated  tfc^tj^ 

fk^m^  ap4  tj^e^  iHTOictj^:  'o£  kis'  fiatfib  j  i*l«4  ^?  ^"^^ 

fc«2^ir%  :hiV  Jbn..  PtemtfboD  br  the  J<>^rlley^^'kiyf 
fucceilive  excufes,  was  reludantly  granted  hf^^^tt^ 
p^if^iod  <^^iitlne;l^vbg  the  palace  ol^l4te#fiii£iia 
il^^W  6Jgk*;ti*^v^fi?d  Bhhyniaic^TtakB,  Dtkidi  9mi 

.|^e4  9^:hop45iTfr(>oi  pur&tr.  ^cBe  reacb^  tfali -p^lt 
i)f  Bam.{ogQ0»  fi^iliidfl:::  (b^  )6]^fbbac^atna^(ms  of  tift 

barj»ria*«^  fej^rOftleiiomftn^itchdiili^  1^^  at  J^i^ki 
fcfci  ftfiS^S  J*}y>a5#3i i&ftem  ^BbnthslfromiArt^kfiBa- 

jSrits^Oi  :;a94  ^^  l^tihs  iippalienf  1^  r&afteKdtWi£iiiltb 
Ws  ifesk  .with  ihe  jl^iBB^a:  ofiiiUgafiQsrJuid )  Enoptfim 
IPi^  4]ibftinat^  T^fiil^ACfi  Iwhich  ^  €onftavtki&^  ^s^^d^ 
ii^$  contilvfsd  to<  juftify  bis  iijbi^fot^^  jn^f*  ldt(^ 
mtfii^  empamrof  1^  nAi  he inforcps iiSm^df>tt^ itkili 

|]^fi<^m  to  th«  fpitceffimi^  alLdr  hoimi^  th^^^^      zS^&i 

\r,-L-:  ,1.  ^the 


#i«fC&ry;|«Ad^ecacii^tfu1«vtiJkrof^«irtY,  he  ^r(fd«AI^ 

pf^vi||poti|»e^rid«faB  Alpi^-b&eTfaa9^0«red  '«tt  hit^'^lA^ 
^^«4|fG9fcr»rj^  and  cudfened'thatrcf  Augtiftv(tr«lL 

fifjJf^ufVr  hrf-.-:-,  v' •..'■:'■•■•■  -  .-■vp     •"j\r.x3   -r-,^^;r..7Y 

J^tsn  fiit;«f  iittfttfaBflamL  mlji^lft  4iiav«'«I^inf)iKf(}:k?]}|i^fdrZ 
mt^'oymi^  f«a  ofildlina ;'  hoi  (Bdflftal^he  «fif  11^ 

|ee|ji9li>we^  aac^Ta^led  bjr!the^]p4af  eftdF^t^r.^  11%^ 
children  of  Theodora  ever  expericl^d'4he'fral^f»i 

i^«^,  to  ^(ufitibBkfm{lakigbdeS>zM  Mmm*'^^ 

)<Miife<t£Tlt}a^y^eaw!eniiliei6sitliS  I9e^deei;'ivh<ih1^ 
]iii«lri^«nir9roiiiiiai'iby:Hris8  iriieft))4i3iid  t»AP  df  mtfl 
tbti  feUgoilenc^  bf^ib^emj^rS  tiadfiHtddftoiUtf'^iM 
^6i^ttnk:«B«£Jh^!g08tw|b>)  c.Tl^ta;iv^i;ge^>of»i6>illt. 
fni««l»r:3)ebsBgeo£b9^of  tSe  (to«v  (^adr^  ()rbM>«sih?ift 
l^^miktt  »;v«f7?Moiitedn({trrririQtt  (iibnbd'ptdperty^ 
y9}fi|l>>aiT;  the  }ttGiiie^&^^  «^hi{bb  ^iiiilt^dvllilf  ib^ 
tlMh.i9ffk?af'7<lri6  ipToloDaeri  Wb«  nb  ldi%«r  :fega«ikd^ 
a|P4ll(^^^e»n}ptioKx>£'fi>«'buaM{r^  years,  tte'^l^ 
tf^:.  pftoi^:TW«mr.ainfinaandB<ntoftibtttit  Cd  ptAlbaid 
tMcatioq.  ,  !f  be  ibbUeiiatmaiaMif  th^  l^sitdiriatf^eiifth; 
>-  eacouraged 


j^i^^fi^  j9f  Item.  90iteBiM:i««i#tiyt»etii  ikaJiat 

jigutf^QJMI^  ^  «Qllfer.tiiei^«tetiQf.JEioflWiij»lpe(li  . 
of  the  emj^n3)(;tlli^£k^«iflri;.{p^ 

;fi(>^  ^hmyf^>m  mi»^fmoVf^^  tfte.sn^io^^^i' 

^ameil  the  purple,  and  his  former  reputatioqjidK^jj^ 

|}|ft«i^  tip  Ro9f!>vtot-l]iVe(£«d64r|i)eb8atA[b^  ifikjft 
,^mii  .jgs  ov.a|r§j|jx^.\^ijthsmi(pi5it  Qi:«|»9£|^ni»!aiili 

-|!r«ff|»^tiqn  toaa;?«ni^_,  <a^.,s{§«t/QAQrbe6^d||r 
.  M^fijl^    Th?  ftrcn|^rf»  ef  ;R*l«si|^  ,jFev44i Aw* 


^dunuMes  of  Itfe  and  fconouraUe  neiAaA^)^'^ 
<^(prB0i»ftrti^wt  feyiHyifcp^'ftf '€tA  ac^i  to 

Galeriii»»  at  tHk  lHI>a<r^r4  ^(^rfM'ai^f  fiSffaft. 

lii|Mk^><ifi^^^c({^  mthiH^mf  tias»i>m{t  ^aiOf^ylt 


wtr&-  reje£ted^  and  the  fidelity  of  the  tU]pri«ll{i|pMb 
fetgW^iio  hotihahAn^yrihaiairidrtlcpitiMtwrifMiwtgtttiA 

iB{iia&-9kr«iiBhB;  ii9Mb4i£TBtrttuip  «iid>iwm>opi;''te' 
ttMiitr^a^t;«buido|b3iiAlan)AdKBi>m 
■t»tMBfy»if<lifeDcel.;;<3]baiigfa:  Maamiiiuv  htei^u^uf'tliiil^*^ 
K«£dt:hriiig  vjtb^vdiijIaisiMCbi' lyaiibr  veaidiiae^ 
opipoiisibe  fitrfyooBiJidbfKpMle  t^l^ftn^)>^«aii|  Ultm' 
iamAiiud>ramimtiAM  a^imoM  jottniby  iiMtf^CMiK'^ni^' 
hopds  pf3|riBi]fiadiag  iOtaftanttiier^p^la&^ltf  flft»>'|Mii'^ 

T^wdoin^ifaia'iKefidlJiidoa  va£i jinlncii&dafMi  ^^Hs/BMkt'^^. 
pofliir^itfaKdhadikdfYn|iire»^>':  'h  .'.;»',:>>  ••;>.-•  !>>viS3^>f 

tuion  «f  Lkoma  ;:{a.  a.  $<sj».  iNofi.  li'^  the^^ti^tMk?^* 
haBtdonfiditzied  dHA  rlmbio&Gtt&r  8^adlit|iMe'^  Oiij''' 
sj^ahd^Twnttiftheikdttty  aad^ha  -tte^ytlBirulfeJIggf'^ 
with  Lbs  vacaax  pdiftiivf^S^nii,  widMPtifigfifetf^WSf - 
muBffdwtif  :  dBBBmiwd;  db  :pM<tM|s«  ^  4yif!^^ 

cotmtha  <rf  S^y^Jiddt  Syfi»^'  kifiA«;^"n^«i^thftiail4^^^ 
ing  ditt  :iiiiriaf^>«f ;4SH»l^Ui«»  -Aiiqiiiiqittital'  titt!fd^^" 

Augafhtt;  {ta..  lK.;j^o3^}  ^th^'9ttd^iwtofl)l^iviiaaM<n 

va^jn  jin«aa«n^T8iwv«d  b;  OdoAttMlM  aadtHk^'^'- 
cudos  ;:aad:  Galerios  ^  tlKs!elft/:>fWa^3bq0darib4"b^<^ 

feM;a^.A  tinig?entfy::drT|>arK»|intei%iii^ 

ktiait-ja^  tb*  deadis^^Ma^ituha^4^<Ukiiuii9iiH^'^ ' 

.    :.:■:■;.  mort 


i»i<i06Wtt  anboft': to^tte i|«igwif  toi  tfadr  lbftiVi«||^ 
^Jhtfigskt^c^         »^'  ■-'  •      -  •  •  -^  ■•■  •-  ''•:  -^'^^'^ 

PAFCfifc  Xsstitthn  (^tt^idcrddhtm^If  sartohe&peteign  t 
of olttljibc.  2^ '  Maadmittut  r^dfcrtedit  ihecirafli  ioi^*'  bsdi  * 

vm  fJiftailiA*facfa»lthtt(Pfcttori^ 

oiiil^fgfm^w^    fiitmi{^  Jkoait^  MdutntoixdiircdMo 

Gi^^V  ^'  .««4ii)Aitedivilhthis:cl}ataAery  iom^^jl 

received  with  refped  at  th^-cdiinl^E  (Sodflantinc^ibut 

^ff4Kn<^U«rfpi!^^I  Ab}€ti6(Cfc|  li£./ii^$  dBtenmhed  lor.: 

^^mifSS^ft^^^^^hnf;  tj)eTbinU:ixf  ifhriAhiacv* 
Mi^({q^i|iRvmi)(eAi(^«toftiiyB(te(|^  riipfittt  ofibii 
de9||^::)l^ii|si2||$l  A5Wte6^rabb  tbcaiiittadepofiied^ati 
Ax^mk^i^  «[Jdyift^lttndi{git^qd  hiamqi^  ;the. 
fol^filn  :'S!h«nrf|a^  riinttuxb^  3)f f jGpii^dhft  mib  :  a  > 

^HiAlRrJiA  iirbttClliifibjbi^dte|Kidiilg::idsBgqr^  .^^^ 

M»AP9yRKiqoAelMireitii  fcoSncen^f:  iksitfi  onss  <pml  .: 

^jnKM<i£t)l6r'^Ppi^&d^bj;>{fie:^  dfxepeated 

-"..uiafwr  crimes. 


|]tf  tiMQiMM  AHU  tSOX  tf 

cfittiei,  fie  bad  ftrangted  Wib^lf  wKb  iat&m  bMrfiL 
[^A-  0*  310.  Fcbruary.3 

The  end  of  Galerius  wz$  his  caltmiimii  thta  (bat 
ofMaximiaxi  After  hit  retreat  frbnl  Italy>  hecm^ 
ployed  the  four  remaining  years  of  his  fife  in  the  ejce* 
CMtion  of  works  of  public  utiGty.  A  long  conrfe  of 
intemperance  had  fwelled  his  body  to  an  unwieldy 
^cbrpulencet  and  he  was  infefted  by  fwarms  of  thofe 
Jnled^s  which  have  givw  their  name  to  a  mod  loiA^ 
CcMrte  difeafe.  He  expired  at  Nicomedia^  nineteen  yeari 
.fronr  bis  beifig  mifed  to  the  rank  of  Csrfar^  asuifo 
tfter  be  had  attained  the  fuperior  dignify  of  Af^guftu^. 
Ca.  d  311.  May.] 

His  death  was  followed  by  the  hoftlle  preparatio&i 
.of  the  two  princes  whom  he  had  mvefted  with  the  ]Nir«> 
ide  ;  they  were  however  prevailed  on^  inftead  of  dtf« 
|»uting»  to  divide  his  dominions.  The  provinoes  of 
Alia  fell  to  the  (hare  of  Maximia,  and  thoftof  Euri^ 
were  allotted  >  to  lidnias.  The  Hdfefpont  ^nd  the 
.Thracian  B<^horus  formed  their  mutual  bonndtwy  ( 
tod  the  banks  of  thofe  narrow  &ar  were  defended  hf 
jinmerotts  legions  and  extenfive  lonifieadonew  Ii» 
aitis  and  Conftamine  loon  united  from  mc^est^ 
incereft  ;  and  Maxknin  and  MMemhis  entered  im^ 
ttdjcbndnded  a  fecret  treaty.  Their  devdtetf  fubjeflU 
|to  fifcns  anxiety  awaited  the  knpendSng  caiartiise  of 
aivtf  wtf  . 

The  aditdnsftratfen  of  ConftaaAie  in  4kMd,  ww 
ARngtdft^  by  a  fignai  viAory  oyer  the  Fianke  Mi 
MUftMeak  {[a.  v.  306,,  3^2.3  and  by  iiia^Kberaiiy  iA 

veittittii^ 


at  the  fame  time  he  reduced  itbe<^;fMlip3hib6£olttte]r 
•ffca^i^  Idi^^l^r  DtM  jyc^JEgietiUt^l«iAl  b  iuSlM^- 

nm^ miM&H^k'-vi  'm^k^ni^^il  uak^^itM^ 

-m^timfi  imrum  iPi^te^'h^  ■  m-iipptt^iia^  it«i(ge 
the  whole  extent  of  the  country.  L^hi(!Lgaii<nior.aaid 
*im9Vm^em  l)kd'^ls$<nj^gUittyV>tMctin:inii^ 
-Wretia  ^  \XSti»mvk^i-  «^ieod«(^atwacp£v{)n^t^ 

^^ftxffcAfiOflie-'ft^tSi^  wasp'fii-l!-^  jti«au^««<  ^Ad«iuti(g 
rii^»^^^K:tb<;4^0iitt<^  tite^iditftcr'iiaikcaakili'd 
triiW%i|feetfd''tKe^hf'oiiie$:^«t^h«  ire|«d<ia::tfaBb(«f- 

^^Mik^^ail^^iididSligyeM  w(»rtfi4«»^!afcM  Qfibi»M.' 
^^k^f^E^^^*-  8dphroma,^sdhi4ftHlh/  te&3Ki£MdMii»e 

violence  by  a  voluntary  death.  Rome,  whicfaf^fe^ilaig 
^Kd^^i^tflid  '«((ea%;&(^n^^/or.T^if.:m8iaBdiol9iff  ears 
^fa*^aU^^'r4fenceiibfJirfrifev»e%^i  :  >  -;  ^.^iftife 
^  K^«lr' 'the  death  of.  Maicitniany  his]  ftanwjMlre 
^^rd^  down,  and  bis  titles  efafed.  His  fon  Maxen- 
Voi-  L  N  tius. 


iy$  DECLIKE   AND  fALL  Of 

tiuSj  who  had  perfecuted  him  while  living,  affeded  M 
avenge  him  when  dead.  By  his  orders,  the  ftatues  of 
Conftantine  in  Italy  and  Africa*  experienced  a  fimilar 
treatment.  The  remonftrances  of  that  prince  were 
treated  with  negleft,  and  Maxentius  avowed  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  whole  monarchy  of  the  W^.  A  coa* 
fiderable  force  was  prepared  to  invade  the  Gallic  pro* 
vinces  on  the  fide  of  Rhsetia,  and  every  endeavour  was 
ufed  to  corrupt,  by  prefents  and  promifes,  the  legions 
of  Illj'ridum^andthe  fubjefts  of  Licinius. 

Conftantine  had  deliberated  with  caution,  he  now 
prepared  to  a£l  with  vigour ;  he  refblved  to  prevent 
the  enemy,  and  carry  the  war  into  the  heart  of  Italy. 
[a.  d.  315.]  The  enterprife  was  full  of  danger  j  two 
former  invafions  had  proved  unfuccefsful :  the  veteran 
troops  revered  the  memory  of  Maximian }  the  Prae- 
torian guards  were  attached  to  Maxentius,  who  had 
increafed  their  number  to  their  ancient  eftabliihment, 
Thefe,  with  the  reft  of  the  Italians,  compofed  a  body 
of  fourfcore  thoufand  men }  the  addition  of  forty  thou* 
fand  Moors  and  Carthaginians,  with  the  proportion  of 
troops  from  Sidly,  fwelled  the  armies  of  Maxentius  to 

''one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  foot,. and  eighteen 
thoufand  horfe.  The  whole  force  of  Conftantine  ex« 
ceeded  not  ninety  thoufand  foot,  and  eight  thoufand 
horfe ;  the  defence  of  the  Rhine,  during  his  abfence, 
required  above  half  his  eftablifliment.  At  the  head  of 
forty  thoufand  foldiers  the  intrepid  emperor  pafied  the 

*  Cottian  Alps,  and  defcended  with  unexpefted  celerity 
into  the  plains  of  Piedmont..   The  city  of  Sufawas 

I'kormed  by  the  impatience  of  bis  followers }  and  a  nu- 

meroiis 


ran  &omak  zmivm^  ^79 

m^oofiarmy  of  Italians  afiembled  in  the  plains  of 
Turin,  V9Z&  defeated  by  the  military  ikill  and  artful 
evolutions  of  Conftantine*  Turin  purcbafed  the  pro* 
te£lion  of  th^  conqueror  by  (hutting  her  gates,  and 
citpofing  to  flaughter  the  vanquiOied ;,  few  of  whom 
cfcaped  the  mercilefs  fwords  of  their  purfuers.  The 
vi£tor  entered  in  triumph  the  imperial  palace  of  Milan. 
and  almofl:  all  the  cities  between  the  Alps  and  the  Po 
embraced  the  party  of  Conftantine. 

The  uSmilian  and  Flaminian  highways  offered  an 
eafy  match  of  about  four  hundred  miles  from  Milan  to 
Rome:  but  the  prudence  of  Conftantine,  however 
impatient  to  encounter  the  tyrant,  direded  his  operas 
tions  s^nft  another  Italian  army.  Ruricius  Pompei- 
anus,  a  general  of  valour  and  ability,  commanded  Ve- 
rona, and  the  troops  ftationed  in  the  province  of  Ve- 
netia.  A  large  body  of  cavalry  which  he  had  detached 
to  oppofe  the  emperor  of  Gaul,  was  defeated  in  an 
engagement  near  Brefcia,  and  purfued  to  the  gates  of 
Verona;  after  farmounting  the  natural  obftacles  of  its 
fituation,  the  fie^e  of  Verona  was  formed,  the  city 
was  encompafled  with  ftrong  lines,  and  the  attacks 
puihed  forward  with  prudent  vigour*  When  he  had  . 
exerted  every  means  of  defence,  Pompeianus,  anxious 
.  foi^  the  public  fafety,  efcaped  from  the  devoted  walls  : 
with  indefatigable  diligence,  he  coUefled  a  fecond 
army ;  Conftantine,  informed  of  his  intention  of  at- 
tacking him  in  his  lines,  left  a  part  of  his  legions  to 
continue  the  operations^  of  the  ftege;  and  at  the  head' 
of  a  chofen  body  of  troops,  advanced  to  meet  the  ge« 

Na  ncral 
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neral  of  Maxemius.  The  engagement  began  towards 
the  clofe  of  day,  and  was  maintatned  with  great  obfti- 
nacy  during  the  night :  the  dawn  revealed  the  viftory 
t)f  Conftanttne,  and  the  death  of  Pompeianus ;  Verona 
inftantly  furrehdered,  and  Conftanttne  preffing  for- 
wards with  incredible  aftivity,  in  fifty-eight  days  reached 
Saxa  Rubra,  only  nine  miles  from  Rome,  and  beheld 
the  laft  army  of  the  tyrant  drawn  up  in  battle  array* 
During  the  vidtories  of  his  competitor,  Maxentius 
had  remained  at  Rome  immerfed  in  luxury  and  plea- 
fure :  the  remonftrances  of  his  oiEcers  awakened  him 
from  his  fatal  fecurity,  and  the  clamours  of  the  people 
compelled  him  reluftantly  to  take  the  fieW,  A  more 
humerous  army  was  coHefted  than  either  t)f  the  form- 
er ;  their  long  front  filled  a  fpacious  plain^  and  thd 
Tybef  covered  their  rear,  and  forbade  their  retreat. 
•  The  event  of  the  battle  was  fuch  as  might  have  been 
cxpeded  from  the  charafters  of  the  leaders,  and  the 
difcipline  and  valour  of  the  troops.:  the  Moors  and 
Nuihidians  fled  before,  or  perifiied  by,  the  Gallic 
cavalry ;  the  undifciplined  Italians  readily  abandoned 
the  ftandard  of  a  tyrant  they  hated ;  and  the  Praeto- 
rians, animated  by  revenge  and  defpair,  obtained  by 
their  repeated  efforts  an  honourable  deatH.  [a,  d. 
*3i2»  Od,  aSth.]  The  emperor  himfetf,  endeavour- 
ing to  efcape  by  the  Milvian  bridge,  was  forced  bytho^ 
crowds  into  the  river,  and  was  immediately  drowned 
by  the  weight  of  his  armour.  His  two  fons  were  put 
to  death,  and  hi«  whole  race  carefiiHy  extirpated  by 
ihe  conqueror, 
-  The 


THE  KOMAK   EMPIU*  l8| 

The  I'efentment  of  Conftamine  was  cozifioed  to  the 
family  of  his  rival,  and  bis  puiu(hments  to  the  olmoxi-. 
Qtt9  race  of  informers*  A  general  ad  of  obUvioa 
quieted  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Italy  and  Africa ; 
aiid  ConAantine,  for  the  firfl:  time,  honoured  the  fe- 
oate  with  his  prefence^  and  aifured  that  illuflrious 
order  of  his  fincere  regard.  Games  wd  feftivals  were 
inOituted  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  his  victory,  but 
the  triumphal  arch  of  the  vidor  ftill  remains  a'  melan-i 
qholy  proof  of  the  decline  of  the  arts.  No.  fculptor. 
was  found  in  the  capital,  capable,  of  adotning  that 
public  monument :  the  arch  of  Trajan  was  ftripped  of 
Its  ornaments ;  m^  Parthian  figures  appear  proftrate 
at  the  feet  of  a  prince,  who  never  carried  his  arm^ 
Ijeyond  the  Euphrates. 

The  final  abolition  of  the  Prastonan  guards  fucceed- 
ed  the  triumph  of  Conftantine  ;  their  fortified  camp, 
was  deftroyed,  and  the  few  who  had  efcaped  the  fwprd, 
were  difperfed  among  the  legions,  and  bamihed  to  the 
frontiers.  A  perpetual  tax  was  a]fo  impofed  by  the" 
conqueror  on  the  fenate.  They  were  divided  into 
claffes,  according  the  proportion  of  their  property ; 
the  moft  opulent  clafs  paid  annually  eight  pounds  of 
gold,  the  fecond  four,  the  third  two ;  and  even  the 
pooreft  were  affefTed  at  feven  pieces  of  gold. 

The  vidorious  emperor,  after  the  defeat  of  Maxen* 
tius,  roivained  at  Rome  not  more  than  two  or  three 
months.  Before  he  .marched  into  Italy,  he  had  fecured 
the  neutrality  of,  and  promifcd  his  fifter  Conftantia  in 
marriage  to  Licinius.     [a.  d.  3I3,  March.]      An  in- 

N  3  terview 
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tcrview  between  the  two  princes,  to  celebrate  the  nup- 
tials,  was  appointed  at  Milan  on  the  conclofion  of  the 
war ;  but  in  the  midft  of  their  feftivtty^  they  were  ob- 
liged to  take  leave  of  each  other.  Conftantine  repair- 
ed to  the  Rhine,  to  repel  an  inroad  of  the  Franks ; 
and  the  prefence  of  Licinius  was  required  by  the  ho& 
tile  approach  of  Maximin.  That  prince  had  been  the 
fecret  ally  of  Maxentius,  and  without  being  difcouraged 
by  his  fate,  refolved  to  try  the  fortune  of  civil  war» 
In  the  midfl:  of  winter,  he  marched  from  Syria  to- 
wards Bithynia,  leaving  behind  him  his  heavy  bag- 
gage; though  the  feafon  was  fevefe,  and  the  roads 
broken,  he  purfued  his  courfe  with  extraordinary  dili- 
Ifence,  and  arrived  with  his  hataifed  but  formidable 
army  on  the  banks  of  the  Bofphorus,  before  the  lieu- 
tenants of  Licinius  were  apprifed  of  his  hoftile  inten- 
tions. Byzantium  JTurrendered  after  a  (lege  of  eleven 
days,  and  he  had  fcarce  taken  poffeffion  of  .Hcraclea, 
before  he  was  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  Liciiltus. 
[a.  d-  3I3«  April  30.]  After  a  fruitlefs  negoctation", 
the  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  at  the  head  of  feventy  (hou^ 
fand  men,  was  defeated  by  Licinius  and  thirty  thou- 
fand  lUyrians.  The  fpeed  which  Maximin  exerted  in 
his  flight,  is  almoft  incredible  j  twenty-four  hours 
after  hh  defeat,  he  entered  Nicomedia,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  miles  didant  from  the  fcene  of  adion.  He 
furvived  his  misfortune  only  three  or  four  months,  and 
bis  death  is  varioufly  afcribed  to  defpair,  to  poifon,  and 
to  divine  juftice :  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft  beheld  his 
fate  without  regret,  and  cheerfully  recogntfed  the  au^^ 
thority  of  Licinius^ 

The 
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The  family  of  the  vanquiihed  ^emperor  was  extin^ 
piijhed  by  the  revenge  or  policy  of  Licmius ;  but  the 
murder  of  Candidianus,  the  natural  fon  of  Galerius, 
was  an  ad  of  the  blacked  cruelty  and  ingratitude. 
He  was  advancing  towards  his  twentieth  year,  when  his 
K>yal  birth  excited  the  mortal  jealoiify  of  Licinius:  t6 
this  innocent  vldini,  we  may  add  the  wife  and  daugh- 
ter of  Diocletian.  Valerisc  was,  by  the  emperor,  be^ 
fiowed  in  marijiageon  Galerius,  when  he  was  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  Caefar.  On  the  death  of  that  prince 
file  rejeded  the  band,  and  aroufed  the  perfecuting 
fury,  of  Maximin:  her  eilates  were  confifcated,  her 
friends  and  domeftics  tortured,  and  the  emprefs  her- 
felf,  with  her  mother  Prifca,  was  eondeiimed  to  e^rile*^ 
Diocletian  in  vain  intreated  that  Valerid-might  be  p^- 
mitted  to  (hare  his  retirement  at  Salon}si^'  the  pride  of 
Maximin  was  gratified  in  the  refufal.'  The  deatb  c^ 
the  tyrant  elated  thefe  unhappy  females  with  hopes  of 
returning  profperity :  they  were  at  firft  received  by- 
Licmius  with  refped  ;  but  the  murder  of  Candidiands 
convinced  them  of  what  they  might  ^pisd  ;  -and  Va- 
leria, with  her  mother  Prifca,  efcaping  the  vigilance 
of  the  guards,  witndered  through  the  provinces  in  dif- 
guife  above  fifteen  months ;  they  were  at  length  dif- 
covered  at  Theffalooica,  immediately  beheaded,  and 
their  bodies  throwi^  into  the  fea :  fuch  was  the  un-> 
worthy  fate  of  the.  wife  and  daughter  of  Diocle* 
tian. 

[a.  d.  314.3  The  iRoman  world  was  now  divided 
betWi^en  Condantine  and  Licinius  $  and  the  vi£korioua 
emperots^  impatiem  of  an  equal,  in  lefs  than  a  year 
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turned  tMr  ^^ms  agaiifft  each  0th«r»  CcAftaQtfne 
had  heftowed  his  fifter  Anaftafia  ou  Baffiaaps^  ^ZMi 
elevated  his  new  Idnfman  to  the  rank  of  Cscf^r^ .  Italy, 
was  intended  for  his  department ;  but  the  performance 
of  the  promife  Mf(M  fo  long  delayed^  as  to  alienate  the. 
afie Aions  of  Bafliaims*  Tlie  arts  of  Iiciniu$>  inflajapted 
his  ambition^  but  the  vigilant  Conftantlne  foon  difcor. 
vered  their  intriguet;  he  rinduiiced  t^e  aljiancie.  of 
Baffianiis,  and  defpoiled  him  of  the  p^rpl^,  Th^ 
haughty  refufal  of  Licinius  to  deliver  up  the  ((^ncniQals: 
who  had  takep  refuge;  in  bis  domiabn^,  )v^:  thei 
iigiial  of  war  between  the  two  emperors.  _  _   :-,:.. 

[a*  D.  3i5.'Qa;  8fh.].  The  firft  b«ije  Vj^ ^i|gl>t 
near  CibaKs,  a  city  of  Pannonia.  The  forces  ^  Con- 
fiantine  i^m^uittiQd.o^ily  J0  twep.ty  .thou^nd  }  t;hofe  of 
Licinius.  to  (hirty'-five  thp^f^md  m^ :  th^cqptfAiaft^di 
from  the  dfltwn  of  day  to  a  Ijate*  hpur  of  evening:  j 
when  a  charge  of  Gonfl.antirie  in  perfqn  was.  decifive, 
and  the  troops,  of  XJciniu^  were  onl^  faved  from,  t^^l 
defeat  by  a  judit^lOu^  retj:eat..  His  jqfs  aUowi^d..:hiM 
not  to  remain; in  the  nei^bboji^rhood  of.  a  vi6tpri<^ua 
enemy  }.at  the  bead  of  his  tgvalry.he  marched  ^^ay: 
with  diligence,  haftened  to  coUeftia jiew  army  ii».JDa« 
cia  and  Thrace,  and  in  his  flight-  beftowed  the  .ptgi^a^ 
rious  title  of  C:;efar  on  Valen$»  his  general  of  th^ 
Illyrian  frontier.      :  ...  .       :   .'  :.. 

The^plisiin  of  Matdia  in  Thrace  was  the  theatre,  of  a 
fecond  combat  equally  bloody,  and  the  fupetior  abili- 
ties of  Conftanttne  once  more  proved  .triumphant. 
Five  ihoufand  of  his  foldiers  from  an  advantageous 
height,  attacked  their  enemy  in  the  rearj    but  the 

troops 
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troops  of  Licinius,  though  pre0ed  on  every  fid^,  ftill. 
maintained  their  ground,  and  on  the  approach  of  night; 
fecured  their  retreat  to  the  mountains  of  Macedonia.  < 

The  lofs  of  two  battles  had  ruine(i  the  forces,} 
but  they  had  difplayed  the  courage  and  abilities- 
of  Ifkinius  J  Conftantine  refpeded  his  defpair,  and 
confented  to  tenfns  of  accommodation.  The  ab-^ 
dication  and  death*  of  Vsdens,  with  the  ceffion  o£ 
th^ /provinces  of  Pannonia,  Dalmatia,  Dacb,  Ma- 
cedonia, and  Greece,  were  the  price  of  reconciliation.  It 
wasalfofliptilated,  that  Crifpcisand  young  Conflantin^ 
Ihould  be  declared  Caefarsin  the  Weft,  and  the  youngs, 
Lickuus  be  invefted  with  the  fame  dignity  in  the£aft« 
[a.  d.  315.  Dec]  /  / 

This  kiterval  from  civil  commotion  was  empl^^d- 
by  Conftantine  in  reviling  the  jurifprudence  of  ih<^ 
empire.  Among  a  crowd  of  laws,  two  may  be  (dcdi^ 
ed ;  the  one  the  fuggeftion  of  humanity,  the  other  thc; 
diflate  of  exceffive  feverity.  The  intent  of  the  formerji 
was  to  abolifh  the  practice  of  expofing  or  murdering 
new  born  infants ;  this  praftice  was  the  eflfed);  of  diC? 
trefs,  and  the  diftrefs  was'occafioned  by  the  intolerable^ 
weight  of  taxes ;  Conftantine  addreffed  an  edift  to  all 
the  cities  of  Italy  and  Africa,  direding  relief  to  begivea 
to  all  parents  who  Qiould  produce  before  the  magiftrates, 
children  whom  their  poverty  allowed  them  not  to 
maintain.  The  latter  law  was  nominally  pointed  againfl;' 
rapes,  but  extended  to  the  violation  of  female  chaftity 
either  by  force  or  feduAion.  Whoever  fliould  per- 
fuade  an  unmarried  woman,  under  twenty-fivc  years 

of 
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of  stge,  to  kave  her  4)arents'  houfe  was  liable  tb  be 
burnt  alive,  or  devoured  by  wild  beads  in  the  amphi- 
theatre ;  and  any  flaves,  his  acceflaries,  were  devoted 
|o  death,  by  pouring  down  their  throats  a  quantity  of 
melted' lead. 

The  hiiHtary  defence  of  the  empire  fometimes  inter- 
fupted  the  civil  adminiftration.  Crifpus,  who  had 
tecehredwith  the  title  of  Casfar  the  command  on  the 
Rhme,  by  fucceffive  viftories  over  the  Franks  and  Ale- 
mamii,  {a.d.372.]  taught  the  barbarians  to  dread  the 
cIdeftfonofConftantine:  The  emperor  himfelf  retained 
Ae  more  difficult  and  important  province  of  theDanube. 
Tbeftfength  of  the  Goths,  fince  the  times  of  Claudius 
ud  Aurelian,  was  reftored  by  a  peace  of  near  fifty 
jesn;  this  SarAiatians  of  the  Lake  Ma^otis  followed 
their  ftandards^  and  their  united  force  was  poured 
vpon  the  countries  of  Illyricum.  After  feveral  obfti- 
vate  encounters^,  the  Goths  were  compelled  to  purchafe 
an  ignominious  retreat,  by  reftoring  their  prifonera 
aiid  booty  ;  and  the  vi&orious  emperor,  not  content; 
with  tbis  advantage,  pafled  the  Danube,  and  after  a 
ftvere  revenge,  condefcended  to  grant  a  peace  to  the 
Ibppliant  barbarians,  on  condition  they  fhould  fupply 
bis  armies,  as  often  as  they  were  required,  with  forty 
fboufand  Ibldiers;.  . 

The  exalted  ftate  of  Conftanthie  would  no  longer 
endtH'e  a  partner  in  the  empire :  eight  years  had  elapf- 
ed  fince  the  laft  treaty  ;  and  without  any  previous  in- 
jury, he  prepared  to  complete  the  deftruftion  of  Lici- 
nius*    [a,  d.  S^2'^    '^^^  ^^^  emperor,  aroufed  by 

the 
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the  approach  of  danger^  called  forth  uiiexped:ed  rd^ 
fources :  be  filled  the  ftreights  of  the  Hellefpost  witU 
his  fle^t^  and  theplatns'of  Hadrian ople,' with  his  forcau 
Inthelaft»  iat  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou^ 
fand  infantry,  and  fifteen  thoiifand  cavalry,  he  awaited 
the  attack  of  his  rival>  who  with  one  hundred  and  twen« 
ty  thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  confidhig  in  the  fuperi^^ 
ority  of  his  genius,  rufhed  to  the  encounter:  the  broad 
and  rapid  ftream  of  the  Hebrus,  checked  for  fome  days 
the  ardor  of  Conftantine,  and  protracted  the  fate  of 
licinius  ;  [a.  d.3«3.  July  3.]  it  was  at  laftcrofied  by 
th^  former  in  perfon,  and  the  army  of  the  latter^ 
unable  to  withftand  the  impetuous  charge  oT  the 
emperor  of  the  Weft,  fled  before  his  fury.  lick* 
nius  with  difficulty  efcaped  within  the  walls  of  2^ 
^antium, 

'  The  fiege  of  Byzantium  was  immediately  undertaken 
by  Conftantine;  but  as  long  as  Lieinhis  rcBoained* 
mafter  of  the  fea,  the  army  of  the  befiegers  was  mor^ 
expofed  to  famine  than  the  garrifon.  The  naval 
fquadrons  of  Conftantine  were  colleded  from  everf 
quarter ;  the  command  of  the  fleet  was  intnifted  to 
Crifpus,  the  emperor's  eldeft  fon:  his  orders  wer^ 
pofitiire  to  force  the  paflage  of  the  Hellefpont  $  and  in 
an  engagement  which  lafted  twp  days,  he  commanded 
the  efteem,  and  probably  excited  the  jealoufy^  of  his 
father.  Of  the  veflels  of  Licinius,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  were  deftroyed,  and  the  admiral  Amandus 
efcaped  with  difficulty  to  the  fhores  of  Chalcedon. 
Provifions  flowed  into  the  camp  of  Conftantine,  the 
operations  of  the  fiege  were  rapidly  advanced^  and  the 

walls 
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walls  of  Byzantium  were  already  ibikea  by  tbe  mUi^y 
tary  engines  of  its  aflailaiits. 

lAcmm^  zb^m&d  left  he  fliotild  be  involved  in  tbe 
rmn  of  the  pl2^:e,  removed  his  perfon  and  tratfores  to 
Chaicedon:;  be  beftowed  tbe  vain  and  fatal  title  of 
Cdsfar  on  an  officer  named  Martinianti$>  and  coUedled 
laBitbynia  a  new  army  of  fifty  or  iixty  thousand  men :. 
but  be  waS:  fooB  followed  by  the  vi^orious  troops  of 
the  vigilant  Conftantine,;  and  his  new  raifed  levies, 
after  difplaying  a  defperate  but  ineSe&ual  valour,  were 
defeated  with  the  flaughter  of  twenty*five  thou&nd  t 
tbe  empefpr  efcaped  to  Nicomedia  ;  by  the  interceffioo^ 
of  Conftantia^  his  wife,  and  the  fifter  of  Conftantine, 
b$  obtained  a  lokmn  promife,  tlut  on  facrifiqng  Mar-^ 
tinianus^  i^tkd  refigning  the  purple,  he  (hould  b^  p^r*: 
niitted  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  peace  and; 
afilttftnce.  After  proftrating  himfelf  before  bis  con- 
queror j^  he  was -lent  away  to  Theifalonica  :  his  con*«: 
fin^neat  was  foon  terminated  by  death,  and  thf  pre** 
tence  for  his  execution,  was  a  treafonable  qoirefpon* 
dence  held  with  the  barbarians.  The  vi^ry  of 
Gonflantine  uoiced  under  the  authority  of  one  emperotv 
the  Roman  world,  thirty -feven  years  after  Diocletian 
had  divided  it;  [a.  d. 324.]  and  the  refuh  of  this 
union  was  the  foundation  of  Conftantinople,  and  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

The  progrefs  and  eftabliihment  of  the  ChridiaA  reA 
iigion  was  favoured  and  affided  by  five  principal  cauf^s.  I 
i   I;  The  inHssiblS^al  of  the  Ghriftians  derived  from 
the  Jewifli  religion,  but  purified  from  itsjoarrow  jnd 
unfocial  fpirit,  which  hitherto  had  deterred  the  Gen« 

riles 
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tflcs  from  embracing  its  laws.  The  promife  of  divine 
favour,  inftead  of  being  confined  to  the  pofterity  of 
Abraham,  was  extended  to  the  freeman  and  the  flave» 
flie  Jew^  and  the  Gentile.  To  the  profelyte  of  the 
church  was  referved  every  privilege  that  could  exalt  his 
devotion  or  fecure  his  happinefs ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
all  mankind  was  folicited  to  accept  the  glorious  dif- 
tin6!ion,  and  it  became  the  facred  duty  of  anew  con- 
vert to  diffufe  the  iheftlmable  bleffing  among  his 
friends  and  relations.  With  equal  diligence  he  guard- 
cd  the  chaftity  of  the  gofpel  againft  the  infeftious 
breath  of  idolatry ;  and  ,as  often  as  the  faperftitious 
rites  of  the  eftabliflied  religion  were  praftifed,  they 
aflForded  the  Chriftians  an  opportunity  of  declaring  and 
confirming  their  zealous  oppofition. 
%^  IL  Thedoftrine  of  a  future  life,  and"  the  immor- 
tality of  the  foul,  though  generally  rejefted,  had  im- 
preffed  the  minds  of  the  more  exalted  fages  of  Greece 
and  Rome.  Philofophy  pointed  out  the  hope,  bitt 
divine  revelation  alone  can  afcertain  the  exiftence,  of 
a  future  ftate.  The  fanguine  temper  of  the  Jews  em- 
braced the  idea  with  charafteriftic  zeal ;  but  it  was 
ftiU  neceffary  the  doftrine  fliould  obtain  the-fanftion 
of  irath,  from  the  authority  and  example  of  Chrift  j 
and  the  promife  of  eternal  happinefs,  on  the  conditioa 
of  obferving  the  precepts  of  the  gofyel,  was  accepted 
by  great  numbers  of  every  religion,  of  every  rank,  and 
of  every  province  in  the  Roman  empire. 
V  III.  The  miraculous  powers  of  the  primitive  church 
conduced  frequently  to  the  conviaion  of  infidels* 
The  apoftles  and  then:  difqplcs  afferted  their  power 
4  Pf 


of  expellmg  daemom^  of  healing  the  fick»  and  of 
faffing  the  dead ;  and  the  Bndoadng  Pagan  was  eafily 
perfnaded  to  enter  into  a  fodety  which  cbimed  the 
excluiive  pofleffion  of  gifts»  lb  highly  advants^geouf 
and  lb  eminently  fnpernaturaU 

IV.  The  virtues  of  the  firft  Chriftians  correfponded 
nith  the  purity  of  their  do&rines^  and  concurring 
miters  difplay  the  reformation  of  manners  which  was 
introduced  into  the  world  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpd  ;  even  their  errors  were  derived  from  an  excefs 
of  virtue ;.  and  the  height  to  which  the  zealous  fathers 
carried  the  duties  of  felf-mortification,  of  chaflity,  and 
of  patience,  muft  inevitably  have  commanded  the  ve- 
tieration  of  the  people,  and  increafed  the  number  of 
their  followers.  . 

V.  The  aftivity  of  the  Chriftians  in  the  government 
of  the  church,  was  marked  by  a  fpirit  of  patriotifm, 
luch  as  had  charaderifed  the  firft  of  the  Romans  ih 
the  aggrandifement  of  the,  republic.  The  ecclefiaftical 
governors  of  the  Chriftians  were  taught  to.  unite  the 
wifdom  of  the  ferpentwith  the  innocence  of  the  dove. 
In  the  chtirch,  as  well  as  in  the. world,  the  perfons 
placed,  in  any  public  ftation.  rendered  tbemfelves  con? 
fiderable-by  their  eloquence  and  firmnefs,  by  their 
knowledge  of  mankind,  and  by  their  dexterity  in  bu& 
nifs  i^  and  the  exertion  of  thefe  qualifications  was 
advantageoufly  concrafted  with  the  cool  indifference  of 
the  minifters  of  Polytheifm. 

c.  It:w9sbytbe.aidi)fthefe  caufes,  exclufive  zeaU  the 

immediate  expeflation  of  another  world,  the  claim  of 

^  miracles,  the  pra6lice  of  rigid  virtue,  and  the  confti* 

tution 


TH5  ROMAK  EMPIRE^  t^t 

hitton  of  the  primitive  churd),  that  Chriftianity  fpreai 
itfelf  with  fo  much  fuccefs  in  the  Roman  empire :  adt 
the  moment  of  its  firft  ^pearance,  we  may  find  by  the 
writings  of  contemporary  authors,  how  far  its  progreft 
was  likely  to  be  facilitated  by  the  prevailing  fceptidfim 
of  the  Pagan  world ;  yet,  though  fear  or  devotion  has 
alternately  magnified  the  numbers  of  profelytes^  from 
the  mod  favourable  calculation  we  are  not  permitted 
to  conclude,  that  more  than  a  twentieth  part  of  the  fuh* 
jeds  of  the  empire  had  enliftedthemfelves  under  the  ba&« 
ner  of  the  crpfs  before  the  converfion  of  Conftantine* 

To  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  this  new  do&rine,  the  re» 
Iigious  policy  of  the  ancient  world  feems  to  have 
afiumed  a  more  ftern  and  intolerant  charader  thadt 
ufuaL  The  Chriftians  were  confidered  as  a  fed  of  the 
Jews,  and  the  fteady  faith  of  the  former  was  confeiund* 
ed  with  the  ftubborn  and  rebellious  difpoiiuon  of  the 
latter.  Yet  the  firft  perfecution  we  can  diTcover  againft 
the  followers  of  Chrift,  fubfequent  to  his  death,  was 
in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  when  the  capt« 
tal  was  nearly  deftroyed  by  the  unprecedented  rage  of 
fire ;  the  voice  of  rumour  accufed  the  emperor  as  the 
guilty  incendiary,  and  he,  to  divert  the  fufpicion,  in** 
fli£ted  the  moft  exquifite  tortures  on  the  Chriftians. 
During  the  reign  of  Domitian,  they  were  again  fub« 
jected  to  the  deftrudive  jealoufy  of  imperial  authority : 
about  t^n  years  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  we 
find  the  younger  Pliny,  then  governor  of  Bithynia 
and  Pontus,  requefting  from  the  emperor  infiru£tioni 
for  his  condud  towards  tfaefe  new  fedaries ;  the  an* 
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Ywef  of  the  prince  acknowledges  the  di$<iult]^  of  lay* 
ing  down  any  general  plan  j  he  directs  the  magiftratcfs 
to  punifli  fuch  perfons  as  arf  legally  convifted,  but 
prohibits  them  from  making  any  inquiries  concerning 
ihe  fuppofed  criminals ;  anonymous  charges  he  re- 
je^s,  and  ftrUtly  requires  the  pofitive  evidence  of  t 
feSr  and  open  acicufer. 

[a.  d.  180.3  ^^  ^^^  ^^S^  of  Commodus,  thfe 
Chriftians  enjoyed  a  fingular  exemption  from  the  crueL 
caprice  of  that  tyrant;  they  were  protefted  by  Marcia, 
the  moft  favoured  of  his  concubines,  [a.  d.  200.] 
"The  fuperftition  of  Severus,  who  was  perfuaded  he 
had  received  in  illncfs  fome  benefit  from  being  anoint- 
'cd  with  holy  oil,  continued  to  them  an  indulgent 
cliftindion;  [a.  d.  212.]  and  Caracalla,  in  this  fingle 
inftance,  feems  to  have  obferved  the  inclinaticms  of 
his  father,  [a,  d.  225.]  '  The  ftatues  of  Abrahani, 
of  Orpheus,  of  Apollonius,  and  of  Chrift,  were  indif- 
criminately  introduced  by  Alexander  Sevenis  into  his 
dome^ic  chapel,  and  his  temporary  fisivour  expofcd 
the  Chrirtians  to  the  inhuman  fury  of  his  fucceflbr 
Maximin. 

[]a.  D.  244.]  On  the  ufurpation  of  the  empercMr 
•Philip,  who  Was  born  in  Paleftine,  the  Chriftians  ac- 
quired a  friend  and  proteftor ;  but  the  ediQsof  his 
fucceflbr  Decius  were  diftated  by  a  defire  of  delivering 
the  empire  from  what  he  'confidered  as  a  criminal  fu- 
•perftition.  '|^a,  d.  249.]  The  beginning  of  Vale- 
mn^s  adminiftration  was  equally  diftingoiiflied  for 
clemency,  as  the  conclufion  qi  it  was  for  feverity  to- 
wards 
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Vrards  the  Chri(lians;..[A.  d.  ^53^  260.]  while  under 
the  fubfequent  authority  of  his  fpn  CalltenaS)  they 
Ipnjoyed  uniform  toleration  and  indulgence. 

It  was  not  till  the  eigTiteenth  year  of  his  reign»  that 
Diocletian  could  be  perfuaded  by  Galerius  to  begin  a 
general  perfecution  againft  the  Chriftiaps ;  [^a»  i>.  3^31 
3 1 1,3  fome  flight  oppofitipn  to  his  edifl:,  in  S^riaj  and 
the  frontiers  of  Armenia,  inflamed  the  refentment  of 
the  ettiperor,  and  his  fufpicions  were  awakened  by  his 
palace  at  Nrcomedia,  and  even  his  bed«cbamber^  being 
endangered  by  fire  twice  within  fifteen  days.  He  de- 
clared his  intention  of  abolifliing  the  Chriftian  name^ 
but  almofl:  immediately  after  this  declaration,  he  dived* 
ed  himfelf  of  the. purple,  and  devolved  on  his  col* 
leagues  the  invidious  execution  of  his  rigorous  edids. 

In  the  weftern  provinces,  the  mild  temper  of  Con- 
ftantius  was  averfe  to  the  oppreffion  of  any  part  of  his 
fubjeds  ;  and  his  fortunate  fon,  on  the  moment  of  his 
acceflion,  declared  himfelf  the  protector  of  the  church. 
In  Italy  and  Africa,.  S^verus  adopted  the  fentiments  of 
his  benefaftor  Galerius,  and  cheerfully  enforced  the 
mod:  fevere  edicts  againft  Chriftianity  j  but  the  revolt 
of  Maxentius  reftored  fccurity  to  the  afflifted  Chrif- 
tians.  In  Illyricum  and  the  eaft,  the  fanguinary 
temper  of  Galerius  was  formidable  to  the  difciples  of 
Chrift,  but  the  experience  of  fix  years  perfecution 
convinced  him  of  the  fruitlefs  attempt ;  and  a  (bort 
time  before  his  death,  he  publiflled  in  favour  df  the 
Chriftians  a  general  edift  of  toleration,  [a.  d.  31 1.] 
To  this  the  gratitude  of  Licinius,  and  prepofleffions 
of  Conftantine,  fecured  a  favourable  reception ;  but 
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though  Maxtmin,  during  the  firft  fix  months  of  hh 
rejgn,  affefted  in  Syria,  Paleftine,  and  Egypt,  to  adopt 
the  mild  cotmfels  of  his  predeceflbr,  yet  cruelty  and 
fuperftitioA,  the  ruling  paffions  of  his  foul,  foon  re- 
newed the  fury  of  implacable  perfecution ;  nor  was  it 
terminated  till  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  tyrant  deli* 
vered  the  church  from  the  laft  and  mod  unrelenting 
of  her  enemies,    [a.  D.313.] 

Though  the  ancient  Writers  pour  forth  an  cffufkm 
of  inveftive,  without  afcertaming  the  number  of  thofc 
who  fealed  with  their  blood  the  belief  of  the  gofpnl, 
yet  we  may*  collef^  from  Eufebius,  that  only  nin« 
foifhops  were  punifhed  with  death.  In  Pak(line5  only 
ninety-two  Chriftians  were  honoured  with  the  appella* 
tionof  martyrs }  yet  Paleftine  formed  a  fixteenth  part  of 
the  eaftern  empire,  and  firft  gave  birth  to  Chriftianity. 
Suppofmg  the  other  provinces  tohaye  fuffered  in  the  fame 
proportion,  the  number  of  Chriftians  executed  during 
the  ten  years  perfecution  of  Galerius  and  Maximin,  will 
amount  to  fifteen  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
every  yqar  ^  and  extending  this  computadon  to  Italy, 
Africa,  and  Spain,  where  the  penal  laws  were  fuf- 
pended  or  aboliihed  in  three  or  four  years,  we  may 
reafonably  conclude,  that  the  number  of  Chriftians 
throughout  the  Roman  empire,  on  whom  a  capital 
punifhment  was  inflided  by  a  judicial  fentence,  did 
not  exceed  two  thoufand  perfons. 
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CHAPTER   xr, 

Foundation  of  Constantinople— political  system  of 
c6nsrantine— military  discipline— the  palace^thi 

WNANCE& 

1  HE  fortunate  Cottftantine,  after  vanquifhing  his 
rivals,  bequeathed  to  his  family  the  inheritance  of  the 
Roman  empire,  a  new  capital,  a  new  policy,  and  a  new 
religion.  The  important  events  which  mark  this  aera 
ire  various  and  numerous ;  and  to  render  them  more 
clear,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  feparate  from  each  other 
the  fcenes  which  ate  connefted  only  by^  the  order  of 
ihne.  The  political  inftitutions  which  gave  ftability 
to  the  empire  will  firft  occupy  our  attention  ;  the  warg 
and  revolutions  which  haftened  its  decline,  next  de* 
mand  our  confideration :  much  muft  be  given  to 
civil,  and  fomething  will  be  allowed  to  ecclefiaftical 
affairs. 

The  motives  which  induced  Diocletian  to  withdraw 
'  himfelf  from  the  ancient  feat  of  government  had  ac^ 
quired  additional  weight  by  the  examples  of  forty 
years ;  Rome  was  regarded  with  cold  indifference  by  ^ 
martial  prince,  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Dai- 
xiube,  educated  in  Afia,  and  inverted  with  the  purple 
Sn  Britain.  Conftantine  hitherto  had  moved  along  tfaa 
frontiers,  according  to  the  various  exigencies  of  peace 
and  war ;  but  as  he  gradually  reached  the  fummit  of 
polperity,  and  the  decline  of  life,  he  meditated  th« 
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defign  of  fixing  in  a  more  permanent  ftation  the 
ftrength  and  majefty  of  the  tlu-one :  He  preferred  the 
confines  of  Europe  and  Afia,  that  he  might  equally 
obfi^rve  the,  barbarians  between  the  Daunbe  and  the 
Taliais>  and  watch  the  condud  of  the  Periian  mo- 
narch* With  thefe  views,  Diocletian  had  icleded 
Nicomedia ;  but  Conftantine  afpired  to  the  glory  of 
founding  a  city  which  might  perpj^uate  his  own  name, 
and  the  incomparable  pofition  of  Byzantium  deter- 
mined the  choice  of  Conftantine.  [a.  d.  324.] 

The  form  Byizantium  acquired  under  the  name  of 
Conftantinople,  may  be  reprefented  by  the  figure  of  an 
unequal  triangle.  The  obtufe  point,  which,  advances 
towards  the  eaft  and  the  (hores  of  Afia>  meets  and 
repels  the  waves  of  the  Thracian  Bofphoru$  ;  the  nor- 
thern fide  pf  the  city  is  bounded  by  the  harbour,  and 
the  fouthern  is  waflied  by  the  Propontis,  or  fea  of 
Marmara  ;  the  bafis  of  the  tnangle  is  oppo&d  to  the 
"  weft,  and  terminates  the  continent  of  Eurqpe; 

The  winding  channel,  through  which  the  waters  of 
the  Euxine  flow  inceffantly  towards  the  Mediterranean, 
received  the  name  of  Bofphorus  ;  the  ftreights  of  it  are 
terminated  by  the  Cyanean  rocks,  and  from  thefe  to 
the  point  and  harbour  of  Byzantium  its  length  ex- 
tends fixteen  miles.  The  harbour  of  Conftantinople 
may  be  confidered  as  ah  arm  of  the  Bofphorus ;  the 
river  Lycus  pours  into  its  bofom  a  perpetual  fuf)ply  of 
frefli  water  j  the  depth  of  the  harbour  allows  goods 
to  be  landed  on  the  quays^  without  '^he  afliftance  of 
boats  i  and  from  its  mouth  to  that  of  the  Lycus,  this 

arm 
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arm  of  the  Bofphorus  is  mare  than  feven  miles  ia 
length. 

Between  the  Bofphorus  and  HeHefpont,  the  thores 
of  Afia  receding,  inclofe  the  fea  of  Marmara,  cabled 
by  the  ancients  the  Prppontis.  From  the  iflue  of  the 
Bof{^orus  to  the  entrsmce  of  the  Hellefpont,  is  a^put 
one  hundred  and  twenty  mles ;  and  geographers 
have  affigned  about  fixty  miles  for  the  winding  courfe, 
and  about  three  miles  for  the  ordinary  breadth,  of  thefe 
celebrated  flfreights.  Ancient  Troy,  feated  on  an  emi-^ 
nence  at  the  foot  of  mount  Ida,  overlooked  the  mouth 
of  the  Hellefpont.  Before  Conftantide  gave  a  juft 
preference  to  Byzantiunl^  he  had  conceived  the  defign 
of  ereding  his  capital  oti  the  fpot  whence  the  Romans 
derived  their  fabulous  origin ;  and  the  exienfive  plain 
which  lies  below  ancient  Troy,  towards  the  Rhaetiaa 
promontory,  was  firft  chofen  for  the  fedt  of  empire. 

The  advantageous  pofition  of  Conftantinople»  fitu* 
ated  in  the  forty-firft  degree  of  latitude,  feems  formed 
by  nature  for  4he  capital  of  a  great  monarchy  j  the 
climate  was  healthy,  the  foil  fertile  i  the  harbour  was 
fecure  and  capacious,  and  the  approach  on  the  (ide  of 
the  continent  was  pf  fmall  extent,  and  eafy  de« 
fence*  The  profpefk  of  beauty,  of  fafety,  of  wealth, 
joftified  the  determination  of  Conftantine }  yet  it  was 
thought  fome  decent  mixture  of  prodigy  would  refle£k 
a  becoming  majjefty  on  the  origin  of  a  great  city  ;  and 
the  emperor  in  one  of  his  laws,  has  tranfmitted  to  pof- 
terity,  that  he  laid  the  foundations  of  Conftaminople 
in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  God.  The  day 
which  gave  birth  to  the  city  was  celebrated  by  a  folemn 
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ptocedi6n  led  by  the  emperor  in  perfon,  who  6n  footg 
with  a  lance  in  his  hand,  traced  the  boundary  of  the 
deftined  capital.  When  admoniihed  by  his  followers, 
that  he  liad  already  exceeded  the  mod  ample  meafure 
of  a  great  city,  *'  I  fliall  ftill  advance,"  replied  Con- 
llannne,  ^^till  He,  the  invifible  guide  who  marches 
**  before  me,  thinks  proper  to  ftop.'* 

The  new  waits  of  Conftantiae  enclofed,  with  the 
city  of  Byzantium,  five  of  the  feven  hills,  which,  oc^ 
the  approach  to  ConfUntinople,  appear  to  rife  aboire 
each  other.  The  new  buildings,  about  a  century 
after  the  death  of  the  founder,  covered  the  narrow 
xidge  of  the  iixth,  and  the  broad  fummit  of  the  feventh, 
hill  J  and  the  younger  Theodofius,  to  proted  thefa 
fubutbs  from  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians,  furround* 
ed  the  whole  with  adequate  walls :  yet  even  including 
the  fuburbs  of  Pera  and  Galata,  which  are  iituate4 
beyond  the  harbour,  the  circumference  of  Conftanti-* 
nople  cannot  exceed  fourteen  Roman  miles. 

To  ere£l  an  eternal  monument  to  his  glories,  the 
emperor  employed  the  fubjeft  weakh  and  labour  of 
the  Roman  world  ;  for  the  conilru^ion  of  the  walls 
alone  were  allowed  two  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  But  the  decline  of  the  arts  compelled 
him  to  adorn  his  capital  with  the  works  of  remote^ 
.  periods ;  and  to  gratify  his  vanity,  the  cities  of  Qreece 
and  Afia  were  defpolled  of  their  raoft;  valuable  orna- 
ments. Whatever  could  exalt  the  dignity  of  a  great 
city,  or  contribute  to  the  benefit  or  pleafure  of  ij^  nu- 
merous inhabitants,  was  to  be  fotind  within  the  wall^ 
pf  Coiiftantinople,      A  jpirticyJajr  4ei'c»iptiop,:»  cona-' 

pofe4 


'  TH£  ROItAN   SMPIRE*  ig^ 

pc&d  about  a  century  after  its  foundation!  enumerates 
a  capital  or  fchool  of  learning,  a  circus^  two  theatres, 
eight  public  and  one  hundred  and  fifty*thfee  private 
baths,  fifty-two  porticoes,  five  granaries,  eight  aque*. 
du£ts  of  water,  four  fpacious  halls  of  juftice,  fourteen 
churches,  fourteen  palaces,  and  four  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  houfes,  which  for  their  fize 
or  beauty,  deferved  to  be  diAinguiflied  from  the  mul- 
titude of  plebeian  habitations. 

The  populoufnefs  of  his  favoured  city  was  the  next 
and  mod  ferious  obje£l  of  the  attentiqn  of  its  founder. 
The  inhabitants  of  Rome  and  the  more  ancient  cities 
of  the  empire  were  at  firft  allured  or  compelled  to  re« 
linquifli  their  refidences;  but  encouragements  and 
obligations  foon  became  unneceflary^  the  fubjeSs  of 
the  empire  were  attracted  by  th^  feat  of  government, 
and  Conflantinople,  in  lefs  than  a  century,  difputed 
with  Rome  the  pre-eminence  of  riches  and  numbers. 

The  magnificence  of  the  firft  Cadars,  in  the  diftri* 
bution  of  wine,  oil,  and  corn  to  the  citizens  of  Rome, 
was  imitated  by  the  founder  of  Conftantinople,  and  an 
annual  tribute  of  corn  was  impofed  on  Egypt,  to  feed 
the  populace  of  his  new  capital  \  he  alfo  divided  Con- 
ftantinople  into  fourteen  quarters,  dignified  the  public 
council  with  the  name  of  fen  ate,  and  beftowed  on  the 
rifing  city  the  title  of  Colony,  the  firft  and  moft  fa- 
voured daughter  of  ancient  Rome  :  His  impatience 
and  power  combining,  completed  the  walls  and  prin^- 
cipal  edifices  within  a  few  years  from  his  laying  t^^ 
foundation  of  the  city.  At  the  feftival  of  the  dedica- 
•  UOO,  be  bpuoured  it,  with  the  name  of  S^cpnd  or  New 
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Romey  but  the  appellation  of  Conftantinople  has  pre* 
vailed,  and  ftiU  perpetuates  the  fame  of  its  author; 
[a.  I).  330  or  34.] 

From  the  foundation  of  a  new  capital,  we  turn  to 
the  eftabliihment  of  a  new  form  of  civil  and  military 
adminiftration.  This  enquny  will  include  a  period 
of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  years^  from  the  ac«* 
cefiEon  of  Gonftantine  to  the  publicatbn  of  the  Theo* 
dofian  codes.  The  (implicity  of  Roman  manners  on 
t^  lofs  of  freedom>  was  corrupted  by  the  afie£Ution 
of  the  courts  of  Afia,  and  inftead  of  the  diftindipna 
of  perfonal  merit,  a  fevere  fubordination  of  rank  and 
office  was  fubftituted.  In  this  divine  hierarchy  (for 
fuch  it  is  frequently  ftyled)  every  degree  was  marked 
with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exadnefs,  and  the  magif« 
ttates  of  fufficient  importance  to  find  a  place  in  the 
flate  of  the  empire,  were  accurately  divided  into  three 
clafies.  I.  The  iUuftrious.  %.  The  refpedable.  3.  The 
honourable.  The  latter  epithet  was  appropriated  to 
all  who  were  members  of  the  fenate.  The  vanity  of 
thofe  who  might  claim,  from  rank  or  office,  a  diftinc* 
tion  above  tb^  reft  of  the  f(^iatorial  order,  was  indulge* 
ed  with  the  appellation  of  refpe&able ;  but  the  thle  of 
illuilriQus  was  referved  to  che  eminent  few  who  were 
Reverenced  by  the  two  fubordinate  clafies.  L  The 
conluis  and  Patricians.  IL  The  Prastorian  pr^fefbs^ 
with  thofe  of  Rome  ^  and  Couftantinople,  UL  The 
niafters  general  of  the  cavalry  and  the  infantry.  And«  ' 
IV.  The  feven  magift rates  who  ei^ercifed  their  func* 
tions  about  the  perfon  of  the  pmperor.  Among  rho^ 
magiftrateS)  who  wer^  e^eemed  CQ-ordiQate  with  neh 
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olher^^  the  feniorky  of  appoiatment  gave  place  to  the 
umon  of  dignities* 

L  From  the  reign  of  Diocletianj  the  confuls  had 
been  crated  by  the.fqle  power  of  the  emperor :  their* 
inauguration  was  performed  at  the  place  of  the  impe-^ 
rial  residence ;  a  poQ:Kpou8  proceffion  on  the  iirft  of 
January  accompanied  their  receiving  the  robe  of  pur« 
pie;  in  the  manumiflion  of  a  flave,  they  were  permit* 
ted  to  exercife  ^  zQt  of  jurifdidion }  and  aft^  exhibit* 
ittg  games  for  fevetal  dayr-i  alt  the  expwce  of  om 
hundred  and  fijcty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  thef 
were  sut  liberty  to  retire  into  private  life,  and  contem- 
fiisLtc  undifturbed  their  own  greatnefs.  Yet  the  title 
of  conful  was  ftill  the  moft  fplendid  objeft  of  ambition, 
and  the  emperors  themfelves  were  confcious  they  ac«[ 
qnirfed  w  additional  grandeur  as  often  as  they  aflumed 
the  confular  dignity. 

The  ancient  Patrioians,  till  vanquiflied  by  the  per«* 
fevering  efforts  of  the  tribunes,  had  poffeiTed  and  com?* 
iQunicated  to  their  pofterity  almoft  the  excluiive  right 
to  wealth  and  honours,  the  offices  of  the  ftate  and  thQ 
ceremonies  of  religion';  but  the  Patrician  families  had 
been  extinguiflied  either  by  foreign  or  domefiic  warsj^ 
or  had  failed  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature^  and 
when  Conftantine  afcended  the  throne,  little  more  was 
left  than  a  tradition  that  the  Patricians  had  been  oqcq 
the  firft  of  Romans.  But  though  the  emperor  reviv* 
ed  the  title  of  Patrician,,  he  revived  it.  as  a  perfonal, 
not  as  an  hereditary  diftindion  j  they  yielded  only  to 
the  tranfient  fupexiority  of  the  confuls,  and  their  ho-i 
OOQvable  rank  wasJbeftowed  on  them  for  li£;.    As  they 

were 


9&i  raCJLIKE   AVB  FAJLL  OF 

were  niuslly  minifters  who  iiad  grown  old  in  the  im* 
pcrial  court,  the  etymology  of  the  word  was  perverted 
by  fgnorance  and  flattery,  and  the  JPatricians  of  Cdn- 
llantine  were  reverenced  as  the  zdo^tkd  fathers,  of  the 
ccoperor  and  the  republic.  ,        . 

II.  The  Prictorian  prasfeds  former^  fo  formidable, 
when  the  Praetorian  bands  were  fuppre&d  by  Conftan- 
tfnewere  reduced  to  the  ftation  of  ufeful  and  obedient 
minifters ;  they  were  deprived  of  all  military  com- 
maitd,  but  to  their  care  was  entrufted  the  moft  impor« 
timt  civil  functions,  the  fupreme  admi^ftralion  of 
juftice,  and  of  the  finances.  They  were  four  m  nom« 
ber,  and  divided  between  them  the  provinces  of 
|be  Roman  empire.  i«  The  prsefed  of  the  eaft 
ftretch«d  his  jurifdi£tton  from  the  catarads  of  the 
Kile  to  the  banks -of  tlie  Phaiis,  and  from  themoun^ 
tains  of  Thrace  to  the  frontiers  of  Ferfia^  z.  The  Prao- 
h&  of  IHy  ricum  pr  efid^d  over  the  provinces  of  Pannonia, 
Dacia,  Macedonia,  and  Greece.  3.  The  prsefe^  of 
Italy,  befides  that  country,  was  acknowledged  by  the 
territory  of  Rhsetia,  the  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  that  part  of  the  continent  of  Africa  which 
lies  between  Cyrene  and  Tmgttania.  The  praN 
left  of  the  Gauls  was  obeyed  by  the  provinces  of 
Britain  and  Spain,  and  his  authority  extended  from 
the  wall  of  Antoninus  to  the  foot  of  mount  Atlas. 
Rome,  and  Conftantinopie,  from  their  fuperior  im*» 
portance,  were  excepted  from  the  power  of  the 
Prastorian  pr^fefls,  and  enjoyed  two  prs»fefts  of  their 
own  }  thefe  prefided  over  the  fenate,  received  appeaJa 
from  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  each  re^ 

fpeftiv^ 
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fpeSive  city,  and  were  the  acknowledged  fonrceof  all 
municipal  authority. 

In  the  clafs  of  the  refpeBahle^  the  pro-confuls  of 
Afia,  Achaia,  and  Africa  claimed  pre-eminence ;  'but 
the  civil  government  of  the  empire  was  diftributed  into, 
thirteen  diocefes.  The  firft  of  thefe  diocefes  was  fub* 
jc&  to  the  counts  of  the  eaft  ;  the  governor  of  Egypt 
ftiU  retained  the  tile  of  Augujlal  prafeU^  and  the  eleven 
remaining  diocefes  were  governed  by  vicars  or  vicc- 
praefeils.  The  lieutenant-generals  of  the  "Roman 
armies,  the  military  counts  and  dilkes,  were  alfo  allow** 
ed  the  rank  and  title  of  refpeilable. 

The  fpirit  of  jealoufy  had  induced  the  emperors  to 
divide  the  empire  into  one  hundred  and  fixteen  pro* 
vinces;  three  were  governed  by  pro-confuls^  thirty* 
feven  by  confulars^  five  by  correBors^  and  feventy-one 
by  prejidents:  all  thefe  (excepting  the  pro-confuls) 
were  included  in  the  clafs  of  honourables.  The  civU 
magiftrates  were  drawn  from  the  profeffion  of  the  law, 
and  by  Aicceffive  fteps,  from  affeffors,  they  arrived  to 
the  illufirious  dignities  of  the  ftate. 

Iir.  The  fupreme  juridifdiftfon,  excrcifed  by  the 
Praetorian  praefefis  over  the  armies  of  the  empire,  was 
transferred  by  Conftantine  to  two  mqfiers  general^ 
whom  he  inftituted,  the  one  for  cavalry,  and  the  other 
for  infantry.  Their  number  was  doubled  by  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  eaft  and' weft ;  and  they  were  at'laft  aug- 
mented to  eight;  thefe  were  appointed  to  the  four 
important  frontiers  of  the  Rhine,  the  upper  and  the 
lowej*  Danube,  and  the  Euphrates ; .  under  thefe  were 
llatiopfd  thirty-f^ve  military  commanders;  three  in 

Britain, 
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Bf itsuai  fix  in  Gaul^  one  in  Spain»  o&e  in  Italjr,  fire 
on  the  upper,  and  four  on  the  lower  Danube }  in  Afia 
t^ht,  three  in  £gypt»  and  four  in  Africa.  All  thefe 
provincial  generals  were  dukes ;  but  only  ten  were 
dignified  with  the  rank  of  counts :  the  dukes  and 
coimts  exercifed  over  the  troops,  an  authority  inde- 
pendent of  the  magiftrates ;  but  they  were  prohibited 
from  interfering  with  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  or 
the  revenue*  The  difcord  which  frequently  reigned 
between  th,e  civil  and  military  powers  might  fecure  the 
tranquillity  of  the  monarch,  but  it  relaxed  the  vigew 
of  the  (late. 

The  memory  of  Coi^ftantine,  which  has  been  cen- 
fured  for  this  divided  adminiftraticHi,  fuSered  alfo  from 
alvotl^er  innovationwhich  corrupted  military  difcipline : 
nineteen  years  of  civil  war,  which  preceded  the  defeat 
of  Licinius,  had  introduced  a  fpirit  of  licence,  which 
the  emperor  wanted  wifdom  or  firmaefs  to  fupprefs. 
From  the  reign  of  Conftantine,  a  popular  and  even 
legal  diftindion  was  introduced  between  the  Palatines 
and  the  Borderers ;  the  troops  of  the  court,  as  they 
were  ftyled,  and  thofe  of  the  frontier.  The  former, 
with  fuperior  pay  and  privileges,  except  in  emergen^ 
cies  of  war,  occupied  tt>e  heart  of  the  provinces,  and 
readily  forgot  the  virtues  of  their  profeflion,  while  they 
contraded  the  vices  of  civil  life.,  The  troops  of  the 
frontier  '  became  alfo  foon  relaxed  in  their  difcipline^ 
and  contrafted  the  hardihips  of  perpetual  warfare  with 
their  inferior  pay  and  emolunlents*  The  redudion  of 
the  legions,  from  fix  thouiand  to  one  tbouiand^  or 
j&fteeix  bundi^ed.  men^  ferved  likewife  to  weaken  their 

martial 
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martial  pride ;  although  it  gratified  the  vanity  4>f  tbe 
fovereign>  who  could  ilTue  hi$  orders  to.  (m§  hp^dMi 
iu^  thirty-two  legions :  the  reft  of  the  troops  wenc 
diftribute4  iuto  feveral  cohorts  ^  of  infantry^  or  fqiiv 
drons  of  cavalry^  ^od  the  Hiilil^ry  eftabUflwei^  of  tj|^ 
fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine  may  be  ccmiputedat  fix  huor 
4red  and  forty-five  thoufand  foldiefrs* 

The  difficulty  of  levies,  thqugh  the  ftamre  w^ 
lowered,  and  ilaves  by  comiivaiice  recerved^^ol^^liged 
the  emperors  to  adopt  more  effe^ual  methods.  Laa^ 
were  grated  to  veterans,  uader  condition  that  their 
fons  ihould  devote  themfelve$  to  the  profeffion  Oif 
.  arms ;  and  their  refufal  was  puniOied  by  the  lofs  dF 
honour^  of  fortune,  and  even  life*  Levies  werefome- 
times  required  of  the^proviQces,  and  every  proprietor 
was  obliged  to  take  up  arms^  procure  a  fubftitute,  or 
pay  forty^two  pieces  of  gold*  Thfe  introduftion  of 
barbarians  among  the  troops  became  every  day  more 
univerfal,  more  neceiTary,  and  more  fatal:  thofe  who 
difplayed  any  miUtary  talents,  were  advanced  to  the 
mod  important;  commands,  and  fometimes  inftead  of 
refifting,  invited  the  invafion  .of  their  countrymen* 
It  was  referved  for  the  age  of  Conftantine,  to  behold 
with  approbation,  barbarians  invefted  with  the  coa- 
fular  ornaments* 

IV.  Befides  the  magiftrates  and  generals,  the  em- 
peror beftowed  the  title  of  illu/lrious  on  fevenof  his 
more  immediate  fervams.  .  i .  His  prapojitus  or  cham- 
berlain, who  governed  the  private  apartments  of  the 
palace,  and  attended  the  fpvereign  in  bis*  hoar^  of 
jQate*    ^*  The  maftsr  rf  tbcq^^^  to  whofe  abilities 
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was  Committed  the  principal  adminiftration  of  pubtift 
afl&irs^  and  who  devolined  his  commands  on  four  {n«* 
fertor  mailers,  and  one  hundred  and  forty^eight  fecre^^ 
taries.  3^  His  qvajiot^  who  compofed  his  orations^  or, 
an  they  might  with  more  propriety  be  termed^  his 
edids.  4*  His  count  of  the  facred  larg^esy  or  public 
nreafurer,  who  presided  over  the  internal  revenue,  and 
£)feign  trade  of  the  empire.  5.  His  c&untj  or  treafurer, 
dlibe  private  e/iatei  part  of  which  had  poilibly  been 
th^  ancient  demefnes  of  king&  and  republics,  but  the 
greater  portion  arofe  from  confiscations  and  forfeitures. 
6,  7.  The  two  aunts  9ftbe  domejlks^  who  commanded 
the  chofenbands^which  guarded  the  perfon  of  the  em- 
peror \  thefe  were  -chiefly  compofed  of  Armenians, 
and  were  remarkable  for  their  lofty  flaturej  filent 
order,  and  fplendid  arms*    * 

The  agents  who  maintained  the  intercourfe  between 
the  court  and  the  provinces,  foon  degenerated  into  the 
condition  of  official  fpies:  from  three  hundred,  they  were 
multiplied  under  a  feeble  reign,  to  the  incredible  num- 
ber of  ten  tboufand ;  they  were  encouraged  by  favour 
and  reward,  to  watch  the  moil  latent  fymptom  of  dif- 
afFedion';  and  the  defeats  of  evidence  were  diligently 
fupplied  by  the  ufe  of  torture. 

The  deceitful  experiment  t)f  the  criminal  quejiiotty 
as  it  is  emphatically  ftyled,  was  admitted,  rather 
than  appitoved,  in  the  jurifprudence  of  the  Romans  : 
it  was  applied  only  to  fervite  bodies,  and  as  long  as 
the  fainted  remembrance  was  kept  alive  of  the  nationa) 
freedom  and  honour,  the  laft  hours  of  a  Roman  were 
fecurefrom  ignominious  torture.  But  a  fatal  maxim  wa^ 
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inlroduced  into  the  new  jurifprudence  of  the  empire  j 
and  in  the  cafe  of  treafon,  which  included  evexy  offence 
that  could  be  derived  from  an  iq/iiU  intention  towards 
the  prince  or  republic,  all  privileges  were  fufpended, 
and  every  fex,  age,  and  ftation,  were  expofed  to  the 
dangerous  examination  of  the  rack. 

The  evils  arifing,  however,  from-maliciousaccufa- 
tions  affefted  but  few  j  the  obfcure  millions  had  much 
inore  to  dread  from  the  avarice  than  the  cruelty  of 
their  '  mafters.  The  accumulated  weight  of  Roman 
taxes  was  intolerable  ;  and  the  tributes  or  indi£lions^ 
as  the  edids  were  termed  from  being  fubfcribed  by 
tht  emperor,  were  impofed  with  unfeeling  alacrity:, 
.  and'Uvied  with  fcrupulous  acfcuracy.  The  lands  were 
meafured  by  furveyors,  and  the  nature  of  them  dif- 
t^iftly  reported ;  the  numbers  of  flaves  and  cattle 
were  received  from  the  proprietors  upon  oath ;  a  large 
portion  of  the  tribute  was  required  in  money,  and  of 
the  current  coin  of  the  empire  gold  only  was  accepted; 
the  remainder,  according  to  the  proportions  prefcrib- 
ed  in  the  annual  indidions,  was  furnifhed  in  the  arti- 
cles of  wine,  oil,  corn,  wood,  or  iron,  and  tranfported 
by  the  labour  of  the  provincials  to  the  imperial  ma^ 
gazine|*  The  mode  of  aflefiment  feemed  to  unite  the 
fubftance  of  a  land  tax  with  the  forms  of  a  capitation  ; 
the  number  of  tributary  fubjeds  was  returned  from 
every  province  with  the  amount  of  the  impofitions: 
the  latter  of  thefe  fums  was  divided  by  the  former,  and 
it  was  then  computed  what  was  the  average  rate  on 
each  hesid.  The  minifters  of  Conftancius  fixed  the 
'bapitation  for  Gaul  at  twepty*five  pieces  of  gold ;  the 
humane  policy  of  Julian  reduced  it  to  feVeu. 

Adiftina 
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\  A  diftin^  and  pcrfonal  tribute  was  impofed  on  ihe 
trading  fubjeds  of  the  Roman  empire ;  fame  induU 
gence  was  allowed  to  tbofe  proprietors  who  difpofed 
of  tha  produce  of  their  own  e(lates>_and  to  the  pro^ 
feflbrs  of  the  liberal  arts  j  but  every  other  branch  of 
commercial  induftry  was  sffedted  by  the  feverity  of 
the  law.  To  thefe  taxes,  levied  by  the  abfolute  au- 
thority of  the  monarch,  may  be  added  the  free  gifts^ 
or  coronary  gold  ^  which  flill  retained  the  femblance 
of  popular  confent.  The  ancient  cuftom  of  volun- 
tarily beftowing  crowns  of  gold  on  a  viSorious  ge- 
neral was  converted  into  a  permanent  and  ptoduQive 
branch  of  the  revenue,  and  exacted  as  often  as  the 
emperor  thought  proper  to  announce  any  real  or 
imaginary  event  which  graced  the  annals  of  his  reign. 

Though  the  fubjeds  of  Conftantine  were  incapable 
of  difcerning  the  decline  of  genius  and  manly  virtue, 
they  could  feel  and  lament  the  rage  of  tyranny,  the 
relaxation  of  difcipline,  and  the  increafe  of  taxes  j  yet 
fome  advantages  tended  to  compenface  for  their  appa- 
rent mifery*  The  impending  tempeft  from  the  Migh- 
bouring  barbarians,  which  afterwards  overwhelmed 
the  empire,  was  ftili  fufpended  ;  the  principles  of  jurif- 
prudence  preferved  a  fenfe  of  order  and  equity  ;  lite- 
rature was  cultivated,  the  pleafures  of  fociety  enjoyed, 
and  niilitary  licence  retrained  by  the  forms  and  pomp 
of  the  civil  adminiitration. 
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CHAPTER    XII. 

CHARACTER  OF  CONSTANTINE— GOTHIC  WAR— DEATH  OF 
CONSTANTINE— DIVISION  OF  THE  EMPIRE  AMONG  HIS 
THREE  SONS— PERSIAN  WAR— TRAGIC  DEATH  OF  CON- 
STANTINE THE  YOUNGER,  AND  ,CONSTANS— USURPATION 
OF  MAGNENTIUS— VICTORY  OF  CONSTANTIUS. 

X  HE  various  charafliers  given  to  Conftantine,  ac- 
cording to  the  zeal  of  his  Chriftian,  or  the  indigna- 
tion of  his  Pagan  fubjeds^  are  perhaps  equally  remote 
from  truth ;  by  blending  the  defeats  afcribed  by  his 
admirers,  and  the  virtues  acknowledged  by  his 
enemies,  we  may  hope  to  delineate  a  juft  portrait  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  who  removed  the  feat  of  em- 
pire, and  introduced  fuch  important  changes  into  the 
civil  and  religious  conftitution  of  his  country. 

The  perfon,  a$  well  as  mind  of  Conftantine,  had 
been  enriched  by  nature.  His'ftature  was  lofty,  his 
countenance  majeftic,  and  his  deportment  graceful; 
in  every  exercife  he  difplayed  ftrength  and  adlivity, 
and  his  adherence  to  chaftity  and  temperance  preferved 
his  conftitution  to  a  very  late  period  of  life.  He  de- 
lighted in  familiar  converfation,  and  though  he  fome- . 
times  indulged  raillery  too  freely  for  his  ftatien,  yet 
the  courtefy  of  his  manners  gained  the  hearts  of  all 
who  approached  him ;  though  his  fincerity  in  friend- 
ihip  has  been  fufpedled,  yet  on  feveral  occafions,  he 
gave  prppfs  of  a  warm  and  lafting  attachment ;  though 
hh  education  had  been  illiterate,  he  valued  learning. 

Vol.  L  P  and 
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amd  encouraged  by  his  munificeDce  the  arts  and  fciences. 
In  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  he  was  indefatigable ;  he  gave 
audience  in  perfon  to  ambaiTadors,  and  examined 
himfelf  the  complaints  of  his  fubje^ts.  In  the  field, 
he  was  an  intrepid  foldier  and  confummate  general; 
to  his  own  talents,  in  a  great  meafure,  may  "be  af« 
cribed  his  victories }  and  he  feemed  to  confider  glory 
as  the  reward,  and  perhaps  the  motive  of  his  la« 
bours. 

V  Such,  during  the  early  and  greateft  part  of  his 
reign,  was  the  charafter  of  Conftantine  ;  but  we  arc 
obliged  to  confefs,  the  conclufion  degraded  him  from 
the  rank  he  had  acquired  among  the  moft  deferving  of 
the  Roman  princes.  His  old  age  was  difgraced  by 
'  the  oppofite,  yet  reconcileable  vices  of  rapacioufnefs 
and  prodigality  j  his  magnificence  was  fupported  by 

'  the  oppreflion  of  his  fubjeds ;  his  favourites  ufurped 
with  impunity  the  privilege  of  rapine  and  corruption ; 
^  univerfal  decay  was  felt  through  every  part  of  the 
adminiftration ;  and  the  emperor,  though  he  retained 
the  obedience,  had  loft  the  efteem  of  his  fubjeds. 
His  drefs  and  manners,  towards  the  clofe  of  life,  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  ridicule  of  mankind ;  he  is  repre- 
fented  with  falfe  hair  of  various  colours,  a  profufion 
of  gems  and  pearls,  and  a  flowing  robe  of  embroidered 
iilk  J  in  fuch  apparel,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  the 
wifdom  of  ail  aged  monarch,  and  the  fimplicity  of  a 
Roman  veteran. 

The  fortune  which  had  aittended  Couftantine  in 
pub}ip  feemed  to  fecure  the  comforts  of  his  domeftic 
lifef    By  his  hrft  wife^  Miaervina,  he  had  only  one 
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fon,  who  was  called  Crifpus;  but  by  Faufta,  the 
daughter  of  Maximian,  he  had  three  daughters  and 
three  Tons  known  by  the  names  of  Conftantine^  Conftan- 
♦ius,  and  Conftans.  The  unambitious  brothers  of  the 
great  Conftantine^  Julius  Conflantius,  Dalmatius^  and 
HannibalianuSj  enjoyed  the  mod  honourable  rank  and 
affluent  fortune  confiftent  with  a  private  ftatioii.  The 
youngeft  of  the  three  died  fcarcely  known,  and  with- 
out pofterity.  Of  the  two  elder,  Gallus  and  Julian 
were  the  mod  illuftrious  of  the  children  of  Julius 
Conftantius  ;  and  the  fons  of  Dalmatius  were  named 
Dalmatius  and  Hannibalianus.  Annaftafia  and  £u« 
tropia,  two  filters  of  the  emperor,  were  beftowed 
on  Optatus  and  Nepotianus,  two  fenaters  of  confular 
dignity  j  Qonftantia,  the  third  fifler,  remained  the 
widow  of  Licinius,  and  her  entreaties  preferred  for 
fome  time,  the  life  of  an  innocent  boy,  the  offspring 
of  their  marriage.  In  lefs  than  thirty  years,  this  nu- 
merous family,  which  feemed  deftined  to  fupport  the 
throne  of  Conftantine,  was  reduced  to  the  perfons  of 
Conftantius  and  Julian,  who  alone  had  furvived  a 
feries  of  crimes  and  calamities. 

The  military  prowefs  of  Crifpus  difplayed  againfl: 
the  Germans,  and  the  fuperior  fleet  of  Licinius,  with 
his  amiable  private  qualities,  had  engaged  the  affefiions . 
of  the  court,  the  army,  and  the  people.  His  dan* 
gerous,  popularity  foon  exerted  the  attention  of  Con- 
ilantine,  who,  as  a  father  and  a  king,  was  impatient 
of  an  equal.  Crifpus  could  not  difguife  his  difcontenr, 
that  while  his  infant  brother  Conftantius  was  fent» 
with  the  title  of  Cacfiir,  to  reign  over  the  Gallic  pro- 
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vinces,  he,  a  prince  of  fuch  ,mature  years,  ^ho  had 
performed  fuch  iignal  fervices,  was  confined  almofl;  a 
prifoner  in  his  father's  court.  Such  painful  circum- 
ftances  might  well  give  birth  to  .expreffions  of  ui^ 
guarded  warmth,  and  thefe  were  poffibly  exaggerated* 
in  the  report  of  malicious  and  imerefted  informers. 
[A.  D.  325.  Oft.  I.]  An  edia  of  Conftantine,  pub- 
liflied  about  this  time,  proclaims  his  fufpicion  of  some 
fecret  confpiracy;  and  he  invites,  by  the  allurements 
of  honours  and. rewards,  accufations  figainft  his  ma- 
gistrates or  miniftersj  his  friends  or  most  intimate 
favourites. 

The  informers  who  complied  with  this  liberal  in- 
vitation, felected  the  friends  and  adherents  of  Crispus 
as  the  guilty  perfons  j  yet  Conftantine  ftill  maintained 
the  appearance  of  the  fame  regard  towards  his  fon. 
The  emperor  had  removed  his  court  to  Nicomedia  to 
celebrate  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign.  In  the  midft 
of  the  feftival,  the  unfortunate  Crifpus  was  appre- 
hended, and  Conftantine  laid  afide  the  tendernefs  of 
the  father,  without  afluming  the  equity  of  a  judge. 
The  examination  was  fliort  and  private ;  the  young 
prince  was  conducted  to  Pola,  in  Iftria,^  where  foon 
afterwards  he  perifhed,  either  by  the  hands  of  the 
executioner,  or  the  more  fecret  effect  of  poifon  j  the 
fon  of  Licinius  was  involved  in  the  ruin  of  Crifpus : 
the  nature  and  evidence  of  the  guilt,  with  the  forms 
of  the  trial  of  thefe  unhappy  princes,  were  ftudioufly 
enveloped  in  myfterious  cbfcurity. 

The  misfortunes  of  Crifpus  were  imputed  to  the  arts 
pf  his  ftep-mother  Faufta,  who  confidered  him,  with 
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reafon,  as  the  moft  dangerous  rival  of  her  fons. 
But  Helena,  the  aged  mother  of  Conftantine,  la- 
mented and  avenged  the  untimely  fate  of  her  grandlbn 
Ctifpus.  A^  real  or  pretended  difcovery  was  made, 
that  Faufta  entertained  a  criminal  connexion  with  a 
ilave ;  and  it  is  generally  a0erted,  that  in  cohfequence 
of  the  charge,  the  adultrefs  was  fuflFocated  by  the 
fteam  of  a  bath.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the  teftimony 
of  fcveral  ChHftian  and  Pagan  writers,  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  Faufta  efcaped  the  fufpicious  cruelty  of 
her  hufband. 

By  the  death  of  Crifpus,  the  inheritance  of  the 
Roman  world  devolved  on  the  children  of  Faufta,  who 
have  already  been  mentioned  under  the  names  of  Con- 
fiantine,  of  Conftantius,  and  of  Conftans.  Thefe 
young  princes  were  fucceffively  inverted  with  the  pur- 
ple, in  the  tenth,  twehtiethi  and  thirtieth  years  of 
the  reign  of  their  father.  The  emperor  alfo  conferred 
the  title  of  Caefar  on  his  nephew  Dalmatius,  and  be« 
fiowed  on  Hannibalianus  the  new-invented  appellation 
of  Nobiliflimus. 

The  exercifes  of  thefe  five  youths  prepared  them 
for  the  fatigues  of  war,  and  the  duties  of  an  a£Hve 
life ;  atid^  Conftahtius  is  allowed  to  have  excelled  in 
the  gymnaftic  arts,  and  to  have  proved  himfelf  a  dex-» 
terous  archer  and  fkilful  horfeman*  But  the  minds  of 
the  fons  and  nephews  of  Conftantine  were  not  equally 
favourable  with  their  bodies  to  the  advantages  of  cul- 
tivation. The  genius  of  Conftantine  had  been  formed 
by  adverfity  and  experience ;  but  his  deftined  fuc* 
eeflbrs  had  the  misfortune  of  being  bom  and  educated 
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10  the  imperial  purple.  Admitted  by  the  indulgence 
of  the  emperor,  at  a  very  tender  age,  to  (hare  the  ad- 
mmiftration  of  the  empire,  they  ftudied.the  art  of 
reigning  at  the  expence  of  the  peopfe  entrufted  to 
their  care.  The  younger  Conftantine  was  appointed 
to  hold  his  court  in  Gaul,  which  his  brother  Con- 
ftantius  relinquiflied  for  the  more  opulent  but  lefs 
nqtartial  provinces  of  the  eaft.  Italy,  the  weftcrn  lUy- 
ricum,  and  Africa  were  governed  by  Conftans.  DaU 
matius  was  6xed  on  the  Gothic  frontier,  to  which 
were  annexed  tlie  provinces  of  Thrace,  Macedonia, 
and  Greece.  Tlie  city  of  Caefarea  was  the  refidence 
of  Hannlbah'anus,  and  Pontus,  Cappadocia,  and  the 
leffer  Armenia  formed  the  extent  of  hi5  ne^  kingdom. 
The  minlfters  placed  about  the  young  princes  were 
liich  as  Conftantine  could:  truftj  and  the  emperor 
with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  while  he  fhewed  the  CsefaTa 
to  the  armies  and  provinces,  maintained  the  whole  in 
equal  obedience  to  its  fupreme  head.        - ) 

The  Sarmatians,  who  united  the  manners  of  the 
Afiatic  barbarians  with  the  figure  and  c^omplexion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Europe^  according  to  the  accidents 
of  peace  and  war,  were  confined  to  the  b^ks  of  thie 
Tanais,  or  fpread  themfelves  over  the  plains  betweezi 
the  Viftula  and  Volga.  The  refidence  of  their  wives 
and  children  confifted  of  large  moveable,  waggons, 
and  their  military  ftrength  was  compofed  of  cavalry. 
The  defenfive  armour  of  thefe  was  a  cuirafs,  formed 
6{  horfes  hoofs,  cut  into  thin  flices,  znd  fewed  upon 
an  under  garment  of  coarfe  linen.  Their  offenfive 
weapons  were  a  ihort  dagger,  a  long  lance,  and  a 
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weighty  bow  with  a  quiver  of  arrows,  thdr  points 
formed  of  fi(h  bone;  and  the  cuftom  of  dipping  them 
in  poifon  fufEciently  attefted  their  favage  manners. 
Soon  after  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  they  obliged  the 
Dacians  to  abandon  to  them  the  fertile  plains  of  the 
Upper  Hungary,  which  are  bounded  by  the  courfe  of 
the  Danube  and  the  Carpathian  mountains.   In  this  ad-«- 
vantageous  pofition  they  frequently  affifted  their  neigh- 
bours, the  Goths  and  Germans,  with  large  bodies  of 
cavalry,  and  gradually  acquired  the  fkill  of  ufing  more 
dangerous  weapons.     The  Sarmatians  had  received 
and  chofen  a  king  from  the  fugitive  Vandals,  who 
yeilded  to  the  preflure  of  the  Gothic  arms ;  and  the 
confines   of  thefe   warlike  and  independent  nations 
were  the  fcenes  of  frequent  and  bloody  contefts.     The* 
Sarmatians,  at  length,  implored  the  afliftance  of  the 
Roman  monarch ;   but  it  was  fcarcely  promifed  by 
Conftantine  before  the  haughty  Araric,  king  of  the 
Goths,   paffed  the   Danube  and  fpread   devaftation 
through  the  province  of  Mjsefia.     [a.  d.  331.3    To 
repel  the  invafion,  the  aged  emperor  took  the  field  in 
perfon,  but  he  had  the  mortification  to  fee  his  troops 
fly  before  the  barbarians,  and  was  obliged  to  consult 
his  safety  by  a  precipitate  retreat,     [a.  d,  332.  Nov. 
2oth.]    In  a  fecond  a£lion,  the  Roman  honour  was 
retrieved  j  the  broken  army  of  the  Goths  abandoned 
the  field  of  battle,  the  province  and  the  paflage  of 
the  Danube :  the  eldeft  fon  of  Conilantine  commanded^ 
but  the  vidtory  was  afcribed  to  the  aufpicious  counfels 
of  the  emperor  bimfelf.    To  improve  this  advantage, 
the  free  and  warlike  people  of  Cherfonefus  were  allured 
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by  ConftMtine  to  affift  the  operations  of  the  imperial 
generals ;  the  Goths  were  vanquiftied  on  every  fide, 
and  the  eldefl:  fon  of  Araric  was  given  as  a  hoftage 
to  obtain  peace.  The  Cherfonites  were  recompenced 
with  liberality  and  magnificence,  but  the  Sarmatians 
Were  confidered  as  fufEciently  rewarded  by  their  dcr 
liverance  from  impending  ruin.  This  negled,  con- 
curring with  the  natural  levity  of  the  barbarians,  pro- 
duced repeated  inroads  on  the  empire;  and  the 
indignation  of  Con ftantine  abandoned  the  Sarmatians 
to  the  ambition  of  Geberic,  who  had  recently  afcended 
the  Gothic  throne.  Wifumar,  their  Vandal  king, 
was  flain  in  a  ba.ttle  which  cut  oflFthe  flower  of  the 
Qarmauai^  youth.  The  remainder,  by  arming  their 
flayes,  revenged  the  defeat  and  expelled  the  invader ; 
but  thefe  flaves  elated  with  glory,  under  the  name  of 
Limigantes,  ufurped  the  country  they  had  delivered ; 
and  their  mailers,  preferring  the  hardfliips  of  exile  to 
the  tyranny  of  their  fervants,  fought  refuge  with  the 
Qpths  and  the  Quadi,  or  implored  the  forgivenefs  of 
the  emperor.  This  was  granted  on  the  proraife  of  in- 
violable fidelity,  and  a  competent  portion  of  lands  in 
Pannonia,  Thrace,  Macedonia,  and  Italy,  was  af- 
figned  for  the  fubfiilence  of  three  hundred  thpufand 
Sarmatians.  - 

Conftantine  furvived  the  celebration  of  the  thirtieth 
year  of  his  reign  but  tea  months,  and  at  the  age  of 
la:ty-four,  expired  at  his  palace  of  Aquyrion,  near 
Nicomedia.  [a.  d.  337.  May  a2.]  His  body,  ac- 
cording to  his  laft  will,  was  tranfported  to  Conftan- 
tinople.    For  foroe  time  the  corpfe,  adorned  with  the 
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vain  fymbols  of  greatnefs,  was  approached  with  the 
fame  refpeftful  homage  by  the  minifters  and  officers  of 
ftate,  as  when  animated  with  life ;  and  the  voice  of 
flattery  obferved  Conftantine  alone  had  reigned  after 
death. 

But  the  minifters  and  generals,  while  they  bowed 
before  the  inanimate  corpfe  of  their  late  emperor, 
were  engaged  in  fecret  confultations  to  exclude  his 
nephews  from  the  fucceffion  he  had  affigned  them  Zr 
of  the  motives  and  particulars  of  this  intrigue  we  are 
ignorant,  but  it  was^attended  by  a  declaration  from 
the  troops,  that  they  would  fuffer  none  to  participate 
in  the  empire  but  the  fons  of  the  late  emperor* 
Dalmatius  and  Hannibalianus,  aftonifhed  and  un«- 
prepared  for  either  flight  OB*refiftance,;  remained  m 
the  liands  of  their  enemies,  and  awaited  their  fate  froni 
Conftantius,  the  fecond  fon  of  Conftantine. 

The  dying  emperor  had  recommended  his  funeral 
to  the  piety  of  Conftantius :  the  firft  care  of  that 
prince,  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  pofleflion  of  the 
palace  of  Conftantinopk,  was  to  remove  the  appre- 
henfions  of  his  kinfmen  by  a  folemn  oath j  his  next 
employment  was  to  find  a  fpecious  pretence  for 
breakihg*the  recent  obligation.  From  th^e  hands  of 
the  bifliop  of  Nicomedia,  he  received  a  fictitious  fcroU, 
in  which  the  late  emperor  exprefled  his  fufpicioiis,  that 
he  had  been  poifoned  by  his  brothers,  and  conjured 
his  fons  to  revenge  his  death.  The  charge  was  fuf- 
ficienti  the  clamours  of  the  foldiers  precluded  the 
hope  of  defence,  and  even  the  forms  of^  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  violated  by  a  promifcuous  maflacre, 

which 


«l8  DECLINE   AND   FALL   OF 

which  involved  the  two  uncles  of  Conftantius,  feren 
of  his  coufins,  among  whom  were  Dalmatius  and 
Hannibalianus  ;  the  patrician  Optatus,  who  had  mar- 
ried a  lifter  of  the  late  emperor ;  and  the  praefeft 
Ablavius,  whofe  power  and  riches  had  inspired  him 
with  hopes  of  obtaining  the  purple.  Of  so  numerous 
a  family,  Gallus  and  Julian  alone  were  faved  from  the 
hstnds  of  the  aflfaiEns: 

This  maffacre  was  fucceeded  by  a  new  divifion  of 
the  provinces.  Conftantinc  the  eldeft  of  the  Casfars, 
with  a  certain  pre-eminence  of  rank,  obtained  the 
pofleffion  of  the  new  capital ;  Thrace,  and  the  coun- 
tries of  the  eaft,  were  allotted  to  Conftantius ;  and 
Conftanis  was  acknowledged  as  fovereign  by  Italy, 
Africa,  and  the  weftern  IWyricura.  The  eldeft  of  thefe 
princes  was  twenty-one,  the  fecond  twenty,  and  the 
third  only  feventeen  years  of  age  when  they  affumed 
the  reigns  of  government,  and.condefcended  to  accept 
from  the  fenate  the  title  of  Auguftus. 

At  the  deceafe  of  Conftantine,  the  throne  of  the 
eaft  was  filled  by  Sapor  the  fon  of  Hormouz,  and 
grandfon  of  Narfes.  The  ambition  of  the  Perfian, 
to  whom  even  his  enemies  afcribe  the  virtues  of  a 
(latefman  and  a  foldier,  was  animated  by  the  defire  of 
avenging  the  difgrace  of  his  father,  and  v^refting 
from  the  hands  of  the  Romans  the  five  provinces  be- 
yond the  Tigris.  With  Tii:idates,  who  had  maintained 
the  alliance  and  efpoufed  the  faiih  of  Conftantine, 
expired  the  profperity  of  the  Armenian  monarchy; 
[a,  d.  342.]  his  lawful  heir  was  driven  into  exile, 
and  the  chriftian  priefts  were  murdered  or  expelled 
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l)y  a  faSk)n,  'which  refufed  to  abandon  their  plu- 
rality of  gods  and  wives,  and  opened  the  gates  pf 
their  cities  to  Sapor.  Chofroes,  the  fon  of  Tiridates, 
after  an  interval  of  three  years  civil  diflention,  was 
reftored  by  the  imperial  authority  to  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors;  but  he  confenced  to  purcbafe  the 
friendfhip  of  Sapor  by  an  ignominious  tribute  and  the 
ceiCon  of  the  province  Atropetene,  which  had  been 
added  to  Armenia  by  the  courage  of  Titidates  and 
the  viftorious  arms  of  Galerius. 

During  the  whole  reign  of  Conftantius,  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  eafl:  were  afflicted  by  the  calamities  of 
the  Perfian  war.  The  armies  of  Rome  and  Perfia 
encountered  each  other  in  nine  bloody  battles,  in  two  /^.^j^ 
of  which  Conftantius  commanded^  himfelf ,  in  perfonl  rr^oU^vJ^^*- 
[a.  d.  348.]  In  the  battle  of  Singara  the  Romaa 
legions,  by  an  effort  of  tumultuous  valour,  and  in. 
defpight  of  the  remonftrances  of  Conftantius,  forced, 
a^d  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  Perfian  camp;  but 
while  they  were  engaged  in  plunder  and  difperfed 
;i(nong  the  tents,  the  vigilant  Sapor,  under  the  Ihadow. 
of  night,  advanced  upon  the  conquerors :  the  fortune 
of  the  day  was  reverfed  and  the  flying  remnant  of  the 
legions  ^was  faved  after  incredible  hardfhips  by  a  me«^. 
lanchoUy  retreat. 

Though  nine  repeated  victories  might  have  exalted, 
the  fame  of  Sapor,  yet  the  advantages  from  them 
were  fmall,  while  the  fortified  cities  of  Mefopotamia, 
and  above  all^.  Nifibis,  remained  in  the  pofleilion  of 
the  Romans.  In  the  fpace  of  twelve  years,  Nifibis 
maintained  three  memorable  fieges  againft  the  power 
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of  Sapor ;  in  the  laft,  at 'the  head  of  the  united  forces- 
of  Perfia  and  India,  he  preffed  the  attack,  and  in  fac- 
ceflive  repulfes  diTplayed  an  obftinate  firmnefs,  which 
only  yielded  to  the  intelligence  that  the  eaftern  pro- 
vmce$  of  Perfia  were  ravaged  by  an  invafion  of  the- 
Maflagetse. .  The  Scythian  war  engaged  him  to  con- 
clude a  truee  with  the  emperor,  equally  grateful  to 
both  princes,  as  Conftantius,  after  the  death  of  his 
two  brothers,  was  involved  in  a  civil  conteft  *by  the 
revolutions  of  the  weft. 

Conftantine>  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  emperor, 
complained  he  was  defrauded  of  his  juft  fpoilson  the 
murder  of  Dalmatius  and  Hannibalianus :  from  Con- 
ftans,  he  exafted  the  ceflion  of  the  African  provinces ; 
but  fome  inftances  of  duplicity  during  the  treaty  in- 
flamed his  mind,  and  at  the  head  of  a  tumultuary 
band,  he  broke  into  the  dominions  of  Conflans,  and 
laid  wafte  the  country  round  Aquileia.  The  mea- 
fures  of  Conftans,  who  then  refided  in  Dacia,  were 
directed  with  more  ability :  he  detached  a  feleft  and 
difciplined  body  of  his  lllyrian  troops,  and  prepared 
to  follow  in  perfon  with  the  remainder  of  his  forces ; 
but  the  conteft  was  foon  terminated  by  the  condud  of 
his  lieutenants,  [a,  d.  340.  March.3  By  the  ap- 
pearance of  flight,  Conftantine  was  betrayed  into  an 
ambufcade,  and  flain  with  his  attendants :  his  provin- 
ces readily  transferred  their  allegiance  to  the  conqueror, 
who  refufmg  to  admit  the  daiijps  of  his  elder  brother, 
Conftantius,  maintained  the  undifputed  pofleffion  of 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Roman  empire* 
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A*  D.  350.]    About  ten   years  afterwards,  Con- 
ftans   periflied  by  the  hand   of  a  domeftic   trakon 
Magnentius,    an  ambitious  foldier  of  barbarian  ex- 
tradlion,  corrupted,  by  the  afliftance  of  Marcellinus,  . 
count  of  the  facred  largefTes,    the  chofen  bands  of 
Jovians  and  Herculians.     At  an  entertainment  givea 
by  Marcellinus  to  the  illujirious  and  honourable  of  the 
court  of  Gaul,  which  then  refided  at  Autun,  at  a  late 
hour  of  the  night  Magnentius  entered  the  apartment 
inverted  with  the  diadem  and  purple  :  the  guefts  were 
furprifed  into  an  inftant  approbation,  the  guards  took 
the  oath  of  fidelity,  the  gates  were  fhut,   and  before 
dawn  Magnentius  was  mafter  of  the  troops  and  trea- 
fure  of  the  city  of  Autun.     Though  theprogrefs  of 
fame  allowed  Conftans,   then  hunting  in  the  adjacent 
foreft,  a  moment  for  flight,  he  was  overtaken  before 
he  could  reach  a  fea-port  in  Spain  by  a  party  of  light 
horfe,   whofe  chief  executed  his  commiffion  by  the 
murder  of  the  fon  of  Conftantine. 
.   The  authority  of  Magnentius  was  immediately  ac- 
knowledged by  the  two  great  prasfeclures  of  Gaul  and 
Italy.     The  martial  countries  of  Illyrlcum,  from  the 
Danube  to  the  extremity  of  Greece,  obeyed  the  go- 
vernment of  Vetranio,  an  aged  general  of  experience 
and  reputation  in  war.     He  ai  firft  gave  the  ftrongeft 
aflurance  of  his  fidelity  to  the  remaining  fon  of  the 
great   Conftantine ;    but    his    attachment  was  foon 
fliaken  by  the  ambitious  counfels  of  Conftantina,  the 
the  widow  of  Hannibalianus,  and  the  fifter  ofXon- 
ftantius.     This  afpiring   woman,   who  had  received 
.  from  her  father  the  title  of  Augufta,  placed  the  dia- 
dem 
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dem  on  the  head  of  the  Illyrian  general ;  and  Vetranio, 
to  fecure  it,  contracted  with  Magnentius  an  alliance, 
neceflary  perhaps  but  certainly  dishonourable. 

Conftantius  on  the  firft  news  of  thefe  important 
events,  defifted  from  the  profecution  of  the  Perfian 
\¥ar  ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  Haraclea  gave  audience  ra 
the  ambalTadors  of  Magnentius  and  Vetranio.  Ad- 
monifiied  and  encouraged,  as  he  declared,  by  the 
fliade  of  his  father,  to  avenge  the  death  of  Conftans, 
he  rejefted  all  idea  of  treating  \fith  Magnentius ;  but 
he  agreed  to  acknowledge  Vetranio  as  his  colleague  in 
the  empire,  provided  he  renounced  the  alliance  of 
Magnentius,  and  appointed  an  interview  to  regulate 
the  future  operations  of  war  agiainft  the  ufurper.  In 
confequence  of  this  agreement,  Vetranio  advanced  to 
Sardica  with  a  force  far  more  numerous  than  that  of 
Conftantius ;  but  the  leaders  had  already  embraced 
the  party  of  the  fon  of  Conftantine.  The  united  ar- 
mies were  commanded  to  afTemblc  in  a  large  plain 
hear  the  city,  and  the  two  emperors  were  called  upon 
to  explain  the  fituation  of  public  affairs.  The  pre- 
cedency of  rank  was  yielded  to  the  royal  birth  of 
Cstfiftantius,  who  acquitted  himfelf  with  firmnefs,  dex- 
terity, and  eloquence  :  the  officers,  inftrufted  to  aft 
their  parts,  afFe£led  to  be  convinced  by  his  oration, 
and  Taluted  him  as  their  lawful  fovereign.  The  troops 
caught  the  enthufiafm  of  loyalty,  and  the  plains  of 
Sardica  refounded  with,  *'  Long  life  to  the  fon  of 
Conftantine."  Vetranio,  aftonifhed  and  confounded, 
proftrated  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror,  who 
raifed  the  aged  fuppliant  from  the  ground^  and  per- 
mitted 
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mitted  him  to  wear  out  the  remaining  fix  years  of  hb 
life  ineafe  and  affluence  in  ithe  city  of  Prufa. 

A»  o.  351.]  The  approaching  conteft  with  Mag- 
nentius  was  of  a  more  ferious  and  bloody  kind.  The 
fertile  plains  between  the  Drave,  the  Save,  and  the 
Danube,  prefented  a  fpacious  theatre  for  the  operations 
of  civil  war.  During  the  greater  part  pf  the  fummer, 
the  tyrant  of  Gaul  (hewed  himfelf  mafler  of  the  field  ; 
he  carried  by  affault  the  town  of  Sifcia,  attacked  the 
city  of  Sirmium,  and  cut  in  pieces  a  numerous  de- 
tachment  which  he  had  allured  into  the  narrow  paiTes 
of  Adame.  Conftantius  offered  to  fefign  the  pro- 
vinces  beyond  the  Alps.  His  offer  was  rejefted,  and 
he  was  infulted  with  the  promife  of  pardon,  if  he 
would  inftantly  abdicate  the  purple.  **  That  he 
*'  Ihould  confide  in  the  juflice  of  his  caufe,  and  the 
•*  proteftion  of  an  avenging  deity,"  was  the  only 
Sinfwer  honour  would  allow  the  emperor  to  make. 

Magnentius  direfted  his  march  towards  Murfa,  fet 
fire  to  the  gates,  and  had  almoft  fcaled  the  walls,  when 
the  approach  of  Conftantius  left  him  no  time  to  con- 
tinue the  affault.  The  fon  of  Conftantine  having  ani- 
mated his  foldiers  with  a  fpeech,  retired  to  a  neigh- 
bouring church,  and  committed  to  his  generals  the 
conduft  of  this  decifive  day.  With  various  turns  of 
fortune,  the  engagement  was  maintained  till  night, 
and  ended  with  the  defeat  of  Magnentius,  who,  after 
difplaying  the  virtues  of  a  general  and  foldier,  efcaped 
with  difficulty  the  rapid  purfuit  of  the  conquerors. 

The  approach  of  winter,  which  deferred  the  pro- 
f(^CUtion  of  the  war^  fcarcely  allowed  Magnentius  to 

fix 
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fix  his  refidenc€  at  AquUeia,  before  the  revolt  of  Rome 
and  Italy,  compelled  him,  ^yith  the  remains  of  his 
forces,  to  retire  beyond  the  Alps,  into  the  provinces 
of  Gatil.  [a.  d.  352.3  The  indifcretion  of  fome 
detachments  that  purfued  him,  enabled  him  to  gratify 
his  revenge,  by  the  carnage  of  an  ufelefs  viftory. 

It  was  now  the  turn  of  Magnentius  to  fue  in  vain, 
and  Conftantius  was  inexorable  to  his  offer  of  refigning 
the  purple.  An  imperial  fleet  had  acquired  the  po£- 
feffion  of  Africa  and  Spain  ;  the  paffages  of  the  Cot- 
tian  Alps  were  forced.  |^a.  d.  353.]  In  the  combat 
of  mount  Seheucus,  the  refources  of  the  tyrant  were 
extinguiQied,  the  fidelity  of  his  guards  was  corrupted, 
and  he  prevented  their  defign  of  delivering  him  up 
to  the  viftor  by  falling  on  his  fword.  This  example 
of  fuicide  was  followed  by  his  brother  Decentius ; 
.Marcellinus  had  difappeared  in  the  battle  of  Murfa  j 
and  the  public  tranquillity  was  confirmed  by  executing 
the  furvivors  of  a  guilty  and  unfuccefsful  faftion. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    XIII* 

CONSTANTIUS  SOLE  EMPEROR—ELEVATION  AND  DEATH  OF 
GALLUS— DANGER  AND  ELEVATION  OF  JULIAN— SARMA- 
TIAN  AND  PERSIAN  WARS— VICTORIES  OF  JULIAN^  IN  GAUL. 

-■-HE  divided  provinces  of  the  empire  were  again 
united  by  the  viftory  of  Conftantius ;  but  the  triumph 
of  his  arms  ferved  only  to  eftablifli  the  reign  of  the 
eunuchs  who  alternately  governed  Gonftantius  by  his 
fears,  his  indolence,  and  his  vanity.  Of  thefe  Haves 
the  moft  diftingulfhed  was  the  chamberlain  Eufebius, 
who  ruled  the  monarch  and  the  palace  with  abfolute 
fway,  and  by  his  artful  fuggeftions  perfuaded  the  em« 
peror  to  add  a  new  crime  to  the  long  lift  of  unnatural 
murders  by  the  condemnation  of  the  unfortunate 
Gallus. 

When  the  two  nephews  of  Conftantine,  Gallus 
and  Julian,  were  faved  from  the  fury  of  the  foldiers, 
the  former  was  about  twelve,  and  the  latter  about  fiK 
years  of  age.  Gonftantius  was  fenfible  that  the  exe- 
cution of  thefe  helplefs  orphatis  would  have  been 
efteemed  by  all  mankind,  an  aft  of  the  moft  deliberate 
cruelty.  Different  cities  of  Ionia  and  Bithynia  were 
affigned  for  their  exile  ;  but  as  foon  as  their  growing 
years  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  emperor,  he  fec.ured 
thefe  unhappy  youths  in  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Macellum 
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near  Caefarea.  Here  they  purfued  their  ftudies,  and 
pradifed  their  exercifes;  but  though  their  numerous 
houihold  was  »ot  unworthy  their  births  they  could  not 
difguife  to  themfelves  that  they  were  deprived  of  for* 
tune,  of  freedom,  and  of  fafety.  At  length  the 
emergencies  of  the  ihite  {:oq^>eUtd  the  emperor  to  in* 
veft  Gallus  with  the  purple  in  the  twenty*fifth  year  rf 
his  ag6y  and  to  cement  the  poUticsl  connection  by  his 
marriage  with  the  princefs  Gonftantina.  [a.  d.  551* 
March  5.3  After  a  formal  interview,  and  mutnatty 
pledging  their  faith,  the  two  princes  repaired  to  ihm 
refpe£tive  ftations*  Conftantius  marched  towards  tha 
weft>  "and  Gallus  fixed  his  refidence  at  Aptioch,  from 
whence^  he  adminiftered  the  five  great  diocefes  of  tha 
eaftem  pr^fedlure.  In  this  change  the  new  Csefar  was 
not  unmindful  of  his  brother  Julian,  who  obtained  tha 
honours  of  bis  rank»  the  appearance  of  liberty,  and 
the  reftitutipn  of  an  ample  patrimcmy. 

Bujtitfoon  appeared  that  Gallus  was  incapable  of 
exercifing  with  propriety  the  authority  delegatisd  to 
him.  His  temper^  paturally  morofe  and  viofear,  was 
foured  by  folitude  and  adverfity ;  and  his  wife  Con* 
ftantina  is  defer ibed  as  ain  infernal  fury,  infatiate  of  ha* 
man  blood.  The  private  houfes  of  Antioch  wera 
beiieged  with  fpie^,  every  apartment  of  the  palace  was 
adorned  with  the  inftruments  of  death  and  torture  j 
and  the  C^far  forgot  while  he  was;  depriving  himfelf 
of  the  ufFedion  of  the  pepplci  he  furniibed  the  em- 
peror with  the  faireft  pretence  for  exafting  the  forfeit 
of  his  purple  and  his  liiet 

I  puring 
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fhithig  the  civil  war  with  Magnentius,  Conftantius 
diiTembled  his  knowledge  of  the  cruel  adminiftration 
of  Gallus ;  but  when  the  vidory  was  decided  in  favour 
of  the  fon  of  Conftantine,  it  was  privately  refolved 
either  to  deprive  Galhis  of  the  purple,  or  at  lead  re^ 
move  bim  from  the*luxiiry/>f  Afia  to'  the  hard(hip$ 
and  dangers  of  a  German  wan  Two  minifters  of 
tlluftrious  rank,  Domitian,  the  Oriental  praefeS,  and 
Montius,  quaeftor  of  the  palace,  were  empowered  by  t 
fpecial  commiffion  to  vifit  and  reform  the  date  of  the 
eaft.  Their  inftruftions  were  to  behave  towards  Gal- 
his whh  moderation  and  refpe£t  ^  but  their  rafimefs 
difappointed  thefe  prudent  meafures,  and  theit  info- 
lence  h  aliened  their  own  ruin.  The  nephew  and 
daughter  of  Conftantine  could  ill  brook  the  haughty 
language  aflumed  by  thefe  fubjeds ;  and  the  Cdsfar, 
e^fperated  by  fome  violent  declaration^,  aflerted  his 
dignity  by  delivering  the  praefed  and  qua^ftor  to  the 
menaced  vengeance  of  bis  guards :  after  a  thoufand 
mfults  and  wounds  inflicted  on  the  unhappy  vifttmSt 
their  lifelefs  bodies  were  precipitated  into  the  ftream 
of  tlie  Orontes. 

After  fo  daring  an  infiilt  on  the  authority  of  the 
emperor,  Gallus  could  only  hope  for  fafety  in  a  field 
of  battle ;  but  be  fuSered  himfelf  to  be  deceived  by  the 
arts  of  Conftantius,  who  with  affeded  tranquillity  im- 
perceptibly recalled  the  veteran  legions,  aiul  exhorted 
the  Csfar  by  frequent  epiftles  to  aflifl;  him  in  the  wefl: 
by  his  prefence,  his  counfels,  and  his  arms.  Gallus 
bad  reafon  to  diftruft,  but  be  depended  on  the  credit 
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of  his  wife  Condantina,  till  the  unfeafoiiable  death  of 
that  princefs  completed  his  ruin. 

After  a  long  delay,  the  reluftant  Caefar  fet  forward 
on  his  journey  to  the  imperial  court :  from  Antioch 
to  Hadrianople  he  purfued  his  courfe  with  a  numerous 
and  (lately  train  ;  but  at  Hadrianople  he  received  a 
mandate  that  his  retinue  (hould  halt  in  that  city,  and 
the  Caefar  himfelf,  with  only  ten  poft  carriages,  fliould 
haften  to  the  imperial  refidence  at  Milan.  All  diffimu- 
lation  was'**laid  afide  at  Petovio  in  Pannonia  ;  he  was 
there  arretted  by  general  Barbatio,  dripped  of  the  enfigns 
of  Caefar,  and  hurried  away  to  Pola  in  Iftria,  %feqiief- 
tered  prifon  recently  polluted  with  toyal  blood.  An 
examination  by ,  his  implacable  enemy,  the  eunuch 
Eufebius,  fucceeded  ;  the  Caefar  by  imputing  his  cri- 
minal defigns  to  the  advice  of  his  wife,  further  exaC- 
perjited  Conftantius  ;  the  fentence  of  death  was  figned, 
^  difpatchgd,  and  executed  j  and  the  nephew  of  Con- 
ftantine,  with  his  hands  tied  behind,  was  beheaded  in 
.prifon  like  the  vileft  malefadtor.  [a.  d.  354. 
Dec]  ' 

Julian,  who  befides  the  emperor,  alone  furviyed  of 
the  numerous  pofterity  of  Conftantius  Chlorus,  was 
involved  in  the  difgrace  of  Gallus.  After  feven 
months  confinement  in  the  court  of  Milan,  his  life  w^s 
prcferved  by  the  generous  friendihip  and  powerful  in- 
terceflion  of  the  emprefs  Eufebia.  Athens  was  aflign- 
ed  by  the  emperor  as  the  place  for  his  honourable 
exile.  '  I^A.  D.  355.  May.]  Julian,  who  had  difplay- 
ed  from  his  early  youth  a  propenfity  for  the  learning, 

manners^i 
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mannerS)  and  religioii  of  the  Greeks,  obeyed  the 
orders  with  pleafure  ;  and  in  the  fchooU  of  Athens, ' 
eftabliihed  that  prepoiTefSon  in  favour  of  his  virtues  and 
talents,  virhich  was  Toon  difiufed  over  the  Roman  world. 

The  death  of  Gallus  had  left  Conftantius  oppreffed 
by  the  accumulated  weight  of  a  great  epapire*  The 
provinces  of  Gaul  were  overwhelmed  by  a  deluge  of 
barbarians;  the  Sarmatians  no  longer  refpefted  the 
barrier  of  the  Danube;  the  Ifaurians,  defcending  from 
their  craggy  mountains,  ravaged  the  adjacent  country  ; 
and  the  Perfian  monarch,  elated  by  vi^^ry,  again 
threatened  the  peace  of  Afia.  Conftantius  acknow- 
ledged  his  fingle  ftrength  unequal  to  fuch  an  extent  of 
care  and  dominion ;  the  advice  qf  the  cmprefs  Eufebia 
triumphed  over  the  pppoiition  of  the  eunuchs,  and 
it  was  refolved  that  Julian,  after  marrying  Helena^ 
the  (ifter  of  Conftantius,  (hould  be  app^jinted  with  the 
title  of  Caefar,  to  reign  over  the  countries  beyond  the 
Alps.  ^ 

Julian,  on  his  arrival  at  Milan,-  was  received  by  the^^ 
emprefs  Eufebia  with  the  tendernefs  of  a  fifter.  Con* 
ftantius,  from  his  lofty  tribunal,  announced  to  the 
troops  under  arms,  the  jieceffity  pf  naming  a  Caefar  ^^^ 
for  the  adminiftration  of  the  weft  ;  and  his  own  inten- 
tion, if  agreeable  to  their  wiflies,  of  rewarding  with  the 
purple  the  virtues  of  Julian,  who  on  that  day  entered 
into  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  The  troops,  as 
a  token  of  applaufe,  claflied  their  (hields  again  ft  their 
knees,  while  the  officers  expreffed  with  decent  referve, 
their  fenfe  of  the  merits  of  the  reprefcntative  of  Con- 
ftantius.    [a.  d.  355.  Nov.  6.] 

C^  3  Julian 
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JuUan  remcdned  but  tweftty-fbur  days  a!ter  Ins  «^ 
Teftiture  at  Milan ;  but  the  firft  months  of  bis  GiHic 
reign  might  not  impr6petly  be  terriied  a  fpiem&d  tap- 
tivity.     His  fteps  Were  watched^  his  cprrefpondenbe 
intercepted,  and  of  his  former  domeftics,  only  four 
were  permitted  to  attend  him.    The  memory  of  his 
father,  and  of  his  brothers,  reminded  jtiUan  of  his  own 
danger,  and  his  apprehenfions  were  encreafed  by  the 
recent  and  unworthy  fate  of  Sylvanus :  That  general 
had  deliveredGaul  from  the  tyramiy  of  tfaebaorborbiis^ 
but  he  fell  a  vidim  to  the  arts  of  a  dexterous  iitformer. 
The  contents  of  fome  ktters  figned  by  him  were 
erafed,  and  the  vacant  parchment  filled  with  matters 
of  treafonable  import ;  the  fraud  was  difcorered,  and 
the  innocence  of  'Sylvanus  acknowledged  too  late. 
The  report  of  the  calumny,  and  the  fei^ure  of  his  eftate> 
had  driven   the    indignant    geiieral  into  relbelKoa. 
After  a  reign  of  twenty-eight  days,  he  was  afiaffinated 
by  Urficinus,  a  general  of  equal  rank,  who  joined  the 
ilandard,  to  betray  the  confidence,  of  his  creduleos 
friend,     {[a.  d.  355.  Sept.]    The  foMiers  iaftancfy 
returned  to   their  allegiance,  and  the  flatterers  of 
Conftantius  celebrated  the  teifdomi  of  the  mrniarah 
who  had  extinguifhed  a  civil  war  without  the  haaard  of 
a  battle.  '   • 

The  protection  of  the  Rhastian  frontier^  and  the 
perfecution  of  the  catholic  church,  detained  Conftan- 
tius in  Italy  above  eighteen  months  after  the  depir« 
tare  of  Julian,  [a.  d.  357.  April.]  Before  the  em- 
peror ceturned  into  the  eaft,  he  indulged  his  pride  and 
curiofity  bya  vifit  to  the  ancient  capital.    He  entered 

^  ;  into 
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into  Rome  at  the  head  of  a  triumpliai  proceffion)  was 
lodged  in  the  palace  of  Auguftas,  prefided  in  the  fe- 
natet  9iid  h;araogued  the  people }  but  after  a  ihort  vUit 
dF  thirty  days,  his  departure  was  haftened  by  the  intel- 
Kgence  of  the  diftrefs  and  danger  of  the  Ulyrian  pro- 
vinces. To  perpetuate  (he  memory  of  his  prefence» 
be  commamled  th<e  largeft  of  the  Egyptian  obeliiks, 
which  h|kd  bpen  defigned  by  Coaftantine  to  adorn  his 
Bew  city,  to  be  traniported  from  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  and  ele\^ted  in  the  great  Circus  of  Rome. 

The  diftradions  of  civil  war,  and  thelofs  which  the 
kigions  fuftained  in  the  battle  of  Murfa,  had  expofed 
the  lUyrMn  provinces  to  the  inroads  of  the  barba* 
nans,  particqlarly  the  Quadi,  a  powerful  nation, 
who  feemed  to  have  exchanged  the  inftitutions  of 
Gi^many  for  the  arms  and  military  arts  of  their 
Sarn>atiaa  allies*  £a.  d.  357,  358,  359.]  '  The 
emperor  pafled  d\t  Danube  on  a  bridge  of  boats, 
penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  country  of  the  Quadi, 
and  feyerely  retaliated  the  calamities  they  had  inflided 
on  the  Romaa  province.  The  difmayed  barbarians 
fued  for  peace,  ai^  the  camp  of  Conftantius  was 
ci?owded  with  the  princes  and  ambafladors  of  the  mod 
diftaot  tribes,  who  courted  his  protedion  or  implored 
has  clemency.  While  the  emperor  gave  laws  to  the 
nations  beyond  the  Danube,  policy  and  companion 
determined  him  to  reftore  the  Sarmatian  exiles;  and 
be  declared  his  refolution  to  exterminate  the  Limi« 
games,  whofe  manners  were  ftill  infeded  with  the 
vices  of  their  fervile  origin.    But  this  defign  was  at- 

0^4  tended 
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tended  with  confiderable  difficulty,  and  even  the  perfon' 
of  Conftantius  was  endangered  by  the  frauds  of  the 
barbarians.  Under  the  pretence  of  fubmiffion,  they 
were  permitted  to  approach   the  imperial  throne,  tor 

.  learn  from  the  emperor  their  fate.  At  a  certain  fignaF 
of  defiance,  they  ruflied  with  fury  towards  Conftan- 
tius ;  hrs  faithful  guards,  who  died  at  his  feet,  allowed 
him  3  moment  to.moilnt  a  fwift  horfe,'and  efcape 
frpm  the  confufion.  The  difcipline  and  number  of 
the  Romans  retrieved^  the  day,  and  the  combat  was 
terminated  by  the  extinftion  of  the  name  and  nation  of 
th€  Limigantes.  The  free  Sarmatians  were  reinftated 
int  heir  former  feats,  and  Zizais,  one  of  the  nobleft  of 
their  chiefs,  received  from  Conftantius  the  title  of  King. 
During  thefe  operations,  the  Roman  emperor  and 
Perfian  monarch  preferved  with  each  other  a  precari* 
ous  truce,  or  maintained  a  languid  war.  The  claim 
of  Sapor  to  the  provinces  of  Armenia  and  Mefopota- 
niia  was  rejefled  by  Conftantius,  and  the  fon  of  Hor* 
mouz  prepared  to  extort  by  force,  what  he  in  ^ain  had 

•  endeavoured  to  acquire  by  negociaiion. 
•  A.'  D.  359.]  With  an  army  of  more  than  one 
hundr<2d  thoufand  men,  Sapor  pafted  the  Euphrates, 
near  the  head,  where  the  infant  river  is  a  (hallow  and 
acceflible  ftream.  Niftbis,  he  overlooked  with  difdatn. 
As  he  pafled  under  the  walls  of  Amida^  a  random  dart 
vrhich  ftruck  againft  his  tiara,  convinced  him  how 
vain  were  his  hopes  to  awe  that  city  into  an  immediate 
furrender,  by  the  majefty  of  his  prefence.  Grunk- 
bates,  the  aged  king  of  the  Chionites,  and  the  ally  of 

Sapor, 
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Sapor,  advanced  againft  the  walls  the  following  day ; 
his  demand  of  inftant  fubmiflion  was  anfwered  by  aii 
arrow  fronK  a  balifta,  which  pierced  the  heart  of  his 
only  'fon;  The  grief  of  the  father  was  alleviated  by 
the  promife  of  Sapor,  that  the  city  of  Amida  Ihould 
ferve  as  a  funeral  pile  for  the  youth, 

Amida,  after  long  fudaining  the  united  effefts  of 
force  and  ftratagem,  yielded  at  length  to'  the  more 
certain  operations  of  a  regular  fiege.  A  large  breach 
was  made  by  the  battering  ram,  and  thfe  garrifon, 
wafted  by  the  fword  and  difeafe,  was  overwhelmed  by 
the  fury  of  the  aflault.  Excepting  a  f^w  who  efcaped 
at  the  oppofite  gate,  the  foldiers,  the  citrzens,  their 
wives  and  their  children,  were  involved  by  the  con- 
querors in  one  promifcudus  maffacr^. 
.  But  the  deftruftion  of  Amida  was  the  fafety  of  the 
Roman  provinces  ;  in  the  chaftifement  of  a  fingle  city. 
Sapor  had  loft  the  moft  favourable  feafon  for  conqueft, 
with  thirty  thoufand  of  his  braveft  veterans.  "He  re- 
turned to  his  capital  with  aflFefted  triumph  and  fecret 
mortification  {  His  barbarian  allies  relinquiflied  a  war, 
in  which  they  encountered  fuch  unexpected  difficulties. 
The  ftrength  with  which  the  Perfian  monarch  took 
the  field  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  was  no  longer  equal  to 
his  ambition,  and  he  was  forced  to  content  himfelf 
with  the  reduftion  of  Singara  and  Bezabde,  two  for- 
tified cities  jof  Mefopotamia ;  [a.  ix  360.]  the  firft  he 
difpiantled,  but  carefully  reftored  the  works  of  the 
la^,  and  fixed  in  it  a  garrifon  of  veterans.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  the  arms  of  Sapor  incurred 
fome  difgrace  by   an  unfuccefsful  enterprife  againft: 

Yirtha 
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Virtfaa  or  Tecrit,  a  Sttoog  fbrtreft  of  the  Indepmdat 
Arabs* 

The  defence  of  the  Eaft»  agunft  the  anus  of  Sapor^ 
required  the  abilities  of  a  confummate  general;  but 
XJrfici&us,  wfaofe  military  merit  was  acknowledged^ 
was  recalled,  to  make  room  for  Sabiniaa^  a  weak,  in* 
firm,  but  wealthy  veteran.  By  the  iamle  mconftant 
councils,  Urficinus  was  again  difpatched  to  the  ficontier 
0f  Mefopotamta,  to  behold  the  defolatioa  of  a  country 
Jtie  was  not  permitted  to  protefi.  Every  bold  meafure 
that  he  pr€^>ofed  was  reft  rained  by  the  timid  and  ien* 
vious  Sabiajan  ;  and  Conftantius  foon  experiaiced  the 
truth  of  th^  predi^it>n^  that  as  long  as  fuch  maxims 
prevailed,  he  would  find  it  no  eafy  tafk  to  defend  hi$ 
eaftern  dominions  from  the  iavafion  of  a  foreign  me« 
my.  The  emperor,  after  his  return  from  the  Danujbe, 
proceeded  by  flow  marches  into  the  eaft,  and  fornfed 
>with  a  powerful  army  the  fiege  of  Bezabdef  but  when 
the  garrifon  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  the  ap^ 
proach'  of  the  rainy  feafon  compelled  him  to  retire  into 
his  winter-ijuarters  at  Antioch. 

In  the  fury  of  civil  difcot^d,  G^mftantius  had  aban« 
doned^he  countries  of  Gaul  to  the  barbarians  of  Ger« 
many.  A  fwa¥m  of  Franks  and  Alemanni  was  invited 
by  prefents  and  promifes  to  crofs  the  Rhine  ;  but  the 
emperor  foon  lamented  the  difficulty  of  difmifling  thefe 
ntw  allies,  who,  regardlefs  of  the  diftinflion  of  byalty 
and  rebellion,  pillaged,  and  for  the  moft  part  reduced 
to  aihes,  forty-five  flourifhing  cities,  befKks  tow&s  and 
villages.  The  Germans  fixed  their  independent  habi* 
latlons  on  the  banks  of  the  Rbiue,  the  Mofelle,  and 

the 
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the  Meufe ;  the  Alemanni  eftabtiflied  themfelve$  ia  the 
modern  countries  of  Alface  and  Lorraine ;  and  .the 
SruduT  occupied  the  ilbnd  of  the  Batavians  with  a 
Gonfida-able  difl:ri£t  of  Brabant.  The  dimini(hed 
legions,  deftitute  of  pay  and  provifiohs,  of  arms  and 
difciphne«  trembled  at  the  approach,  and  the  very 
name  of  the  loarbarlans. 

Under  thefe  melancholy  circumltances  an  unexpe* 
rienced  youth  was  appointed  to  govern  the  provinces 
of  GauL  The  education  of  Julian  bad  -tm^td  him 
more  con ver£int  with  books  than  arms ;  b^t  ilie  habita . 
of  temperance  recommended  In  the  fchools,  were  ad- 
mtraUy  fuited  to  the  difctpline  of  a  camp ;  and  the 
eloquence  he  bad  pra^fed  might  excite  or  afiuage  the 
pai&ons  of  an  armed  multitude.  At  Vienna,  where 
he  pafled  an  anxious  winter,  the  Caefar  was  informed 
of  the  iiege  and  deliyeram;e  of  Autun  by  the  generous 
reMtltkm  of  a  few  veterans,  [a.  o.  356.]  In  his 
march  from  Autun  through  the  GaUk  provinces,  Ju« 
Uan  feised  the  earlieft  opportunity  ofdifplaying  hia 
valour ;  but  the  enterprifes  of  his  firft  campaign  kxv^ 
ed  lefs  to  deliver  tl^  opprefled  country  than  to  figna« 
lize  }fais  own  courage;  and  .iio  fponer  was  he  retired 
iato;win^r-quaiiters'at  Sens,  than  he  was  befieged  by 
a  hoft  of  Germans*  The  intrepidity  of  the  prince 
cOoipenEued  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  plac^  and  gar- 
rifon,  and  ^  the  end  of  thirty  xiays  the  barbarians  were 
compdled  to  retire. 

The  abilities  of  Julian  had  not  only  to  ilri^gle  with 
foreign  but  domeiUd  enemies*  Marcellus,  mafter* 
genial  of  the  cavalry,  had  red  rained  (he  troops  under 

a  his 
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his  command  from  marching  to  the  relief  of  Sens/ 
The  C^far  complained  ;  Marcellus  was  removed ; 
and  Severus,  an  oiEcer  of  approved  courage  and  fide- 
lity, appointed  in  his  room.  By  the  intereft  of  his  pa- 
tronefs  Et^febia,  Julian  at  length  obtained  the  fupreme 
command  over  the  armies  of  Gaul.  A  judicious  plaii 
of  operations  was  formed  for  the  approaching  cam- 
paign ;  [a.  d.  357.]  Julian,  at  the  head  of  the  veteran 
bands  and  fome  new  levies,  penetrated  intjo  the  centre 
of  the  German  cantonments,  and  re-eilabliflied  the 
fortifications  of  Saverne,  an  important  poft,  to  check 
the  incurfions  or  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  : 
at  the  fame  time,  Barbatio,  general  of  the  infantry, 
paiTed  the  Rhine  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  men. 
It  was  reafonable  to  expedk  the  Alemanni,  prefleH  on 
every  fide,  would  have  evacuated  the  provinces  of  Gaul 
K)  defend  their  native  country  ;  but  thefe  hopes  were 
defeated  by  the  incapacity  or  treachery  of  Barbatio. 
That  he  permitted  a  troop  of  barbarians  to  pafs  with 
impunity  before  the  gates  of  hi^  camp,  may  be  imput- 
ed to  his  want  of  abilities ;  but  his  burning  a  number 
of  boats  and  a  fl:ock  of  provifions,  which  would  have 
been  of  effential  fervice  to  the  army  of  Gaul,  was  an 
,  evidence  of  his  criminal  intention;  and  his  ignomini- 
ous retreat  left  Julian  to  extricate  himfelf  from  a  fitu- 
ation,  where  he  could  neither  remain  with  fafety,  nor 
retire  with  honour. 

As  foon  as  the  Alemanni  were  delivered  from  the 
fears  of  invafion,  they  paffed  the  Rhine  to  overwhelm 
the  fmall  and  feeble  band  commanded  by  Julian.  The 
army  of  the  barbariaifs,  led  on  by  the  fierce  Chao- 

domar, 
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domar,  confided  of  thirty-five  thoufand  of  the  brayeft 
warriors  of  the  tribes  of  Germany.  The  troops  which 
remained  with  the  Casfar  in  the  camp  near  Strafburgh 
exceeded  not  thirteen  thoufand  men,  yet  Julian  deter- 
mined to  feek  the  enemy,  and  preferred  a  general 
engagement  to  the  uncertain  operation  of  intercepting 
the  difperfed  parties  of  the  Alemanni.  The  day  was 
far  fpent  before  they  appeared  in,  fight  of  the  barbariaa 
hod,  and  the  commencement  of  the  a^ion  had  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  the  hopes  of  the  empire;  the  riglit 
wing  of  the  Romans  was  broke,  but  the  fugitives  were 
flopped  and  rallied  by  the  prefence  and  authority  of 
Julian  :  after  an  pbftinate  conflidt  between  the  fl:rength 
and  fiercenefs  of  the  Germans  and  the  difcipline  and 
temper  of  the  Romans,  the  viftory  of  Julian  was  at- 
tefted  by  the  flaughter  of  fix  thoufand  Alemanni,  and 
the  captivity  of  Chnodomar  himfelf.  The  vanquifhe\l 
king  of  the  Alemanni  was  fent  to  proflrate  himfelf 
before  the  emperor ;  but  the  impatient  barbarian, 
though  he  experienced  an  honourable  treatment,  could 
not  long  furvive  his  defeat^  his  confinement,  and  his 
exile. 

After  Julian  bad  repulfed  the  Alemanni,  he  turned, 
his  arms  againfl:  the  Franks.  In  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, which  followed  the  battle  of  Strafburgh,  he  at- 
tacked a  body  of  fix  hundred,  who  had  thrown  them- 
felves  into  two  caftles  on  the  Meufe.  In  the  midftof 
this  fevcre  feafon,  they  fuftained  a  fiege  of  fifty*four 
days,  till  exhaufted  by  hunger,  and  hppelefs  of  efcapc, 
the  Franks,  for  the  firft  time,  confented  to  difpenfc 
yrkh  the  apcient  law,  which  commanded  them  to  con- 
quer 
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qntt  cr  to  die.  The  Caefar  fent  his  captires  to  tho 
court  of  Conftamius^  vfho  accepted  them  as  a  Yaloable 
t>rifent,  and  added  them  to  the  choiced  troops  of  his 
domeftic  guards; 

*  The  obftinate  refinance  of  this  fmall  band,  apptifed 
Julian  of  the  difficulties  he  rouft  expert  to  meet  in  his 
expedition  againft  the  whole  nation,  [a.  d.  358.3 
But  his  rapid  diligence  furprifed  and  aftonifhed  the 
barbarians;  he  fuddenly  pitched  his  camp  before 
Tongres,  white  the  enemy  fuppofed  him  in  his  winter- 
quarters  at  Paris*  The  terror  and  fuccefs  of  his  arms 
feon  induced  the  fuppliant  tribes  to  implore  the  cle- 
mency, and  to  obey  the  commands  of  their  conqueror. 
A  treaty  was  concluded,  and  ratified  by  folemn  oaths ; 
and  perpetual  infpediors  were  appointed  to  reiide 
among  the  Franks,  with  the  authority  of  enforcing 
the  ftrid:  obfervatice  of  the  conditions. 

It  was  not  enough  for  Julian  to  have  delivered  the 
provinces  of  Gaul  from  the  barbarians  of  Germatiy, 
he  afpired  to  emulate  the  glory  of  the  mod  illuftrious 
of  conquerors ;  and  in  three  fuccefsful  expeditions, 
be  ['carried  the  Roman  Eagles  beyond  the  Rhine. 
.Ia.  d-  3S7»  35^5  359-]  Without  repeating  the  uni- 
form tale  o^ilaughter  and  devaftation,  it  is  fufEcient  to 
obferve,  that  when  the  Cajfar  laft  repaffcd  that  river, 
he  was  followed  by  twenty  thoufand  captives,  whom 
he  had  refcued  from  the  chains  of  the  barbarians. 

As  foon  as  the  valour  and  conduct  of  Julian  had 
•  fecured  an  interval  of  peace,  he  applied  himfelf  to  re- 
pair the  cities  of  Gaul^  and  reftore  the  fortificatbns 
which  had  fufiered  from  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians ; 

by 


by  large  importations  of  com  from  Britain,  he  provid- 
ed for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitant3  and  garrifons. 
The  leifure  of  bis  winter-quarters  was  devoted  to  the 
offices  of  civil  government.  Superior  to  the  lail 
temptation  of  virtuous  minds,  an  indifcreet  zeal  for 
juftice,  he  reftraincd  the  warmth  of  an  advocate,  who 
profecuted  for  extortion  the  prefident  of  tbeNarbonefe 
province.  "  Who  will  ever  be  found  guilty,"  ex* 
claimed  the  vehement  Delphidius,  ^^  if  it  is  enough  t# 
deny  ?'*  "  And  who,"  replied  Julian,  *^  will  ever  be  in- 
**  nocent,  if  it  is  fufficient  to  affirm  ?'*  But  Conftan* 
tins  allowed  not  the  virtues  of  Julian  to  defraud  him  erf 
any  part  of  the  tribute  which  he  extorted  from  an 
oppreffed  country.  The  prince,  though  inverted  with 
the  enfign  of  royalty,  could  only  corred  the  rapaci- 
ous infolence  of  inferior  agents.  The  management  of 
the  finances  was  entrufted  to  Florentinus,  prsefeA  of 
Gaul,  a  tyrant  without  pity  or  remorfe,  who  bore 
V  with  impatience  the  moft  gentle  oppofition  of  Julian* 
The  Caefar  bad  rejeQ^ed  a  mandate  for  the  levy  of  an 
extraordinary  tax ;  and  the  faithful  pi£lur^  of  the 
public  mifery,  by  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  jurtify 
his  relFufal,  offended  the  court  of  Conftailtius.  Yet 
in  this  dependent .  and  precarious  .  (ituation,  the  hu- 
manity of  Julian  continued  to  alleviate  and  pity  the 
dirtrefs  of  the  people  ;  and  though  he  could  not  revive 
the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Romans,  or  introduce  the  arts 
of  induftry  among  their  lavage  enemies,  the  viftories 
of  the  Casfar  fufpended  for  a  (hort  time  the  inroads  of 
the  barbarians,  and  delayed  the  ruin  of  the  weitern 
world. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 

J.EGAL  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  CATHOLIC  CHUkCH^ 
DISTRACTED  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH  AIJD  EMPIRE  UNDER 
'CONSTANTINE  AND  HIS  SONS. 

In  confidering  the  public  eftablifhment  of  Ghriftiani-^ 
ty,  a  difficulty  arife$  of  a  very  unexpeded  nature } 
that  of  afcertaiuing  the  precife  date  of  the  converfion 
of  Conftautine.  From  tlie  difcordant  authorities  of 
yarious  writers,  we  may  conclude  the  emperor,  by 
gradual  degrees,  declared  himfelf  the  protestor,  and 
at  length  the  profclyte  of  the  church.  Whatever 
fymptoms  of  Chriftian  belief  might  tranfpire  in  the  pri- 
vate difcourfea  of  Conftantino^  tilt  he  was  neiir  forty 
years  pf  age  he  perfevered  in  the  praftice  of  the  eftar 
/  bliflied  religion,  and  his  devotion  was  more  peculiarly 
directed  towards  the  fun,  thp  Apollo  of  Greek  and 
Roman  mythology. 

While  Conftantine  e?:ercifed  a  limited  authority 
over  Gaul,  he  was  content  to  proted  his  Chriftiaij 
fubjefls ;  but  after  the  conqueft  pf  Italy,  he  made  an 
authentic  declaration  of  his  fentiments  by  the  edifl:  of 
Milan,  which  was  fubfcribed  by  Licinius,  and  reftorr 
ed  to  the  Chriftians  thofe  civil  and  religious  rights  of 
which  they  had  been  deprived. 

The  motives  of  Conftantine,  in  patronizing  the 
church,  may  not  only  be  accounted  for  by  his  efteeta 

for 
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for  the  moral  charaaer  of  the  Chriftians,  and  the 
purify  of  their  fyftem,  but  may  in  part  be  afcribed 
to  the  doftrine  of  paflive  obedience,  fo  acceptable 
to  a  fovereign,  and  fo  ftrenuoufly  inculcated  and 
fo  conftantly  praftifed  during  the  three  firft  centu- 
ries of  Chriftianity.  The  mind  of  the  emperor 
might  alfo  be  fla|tered  with  the  idea  of  divine  right ; 
he  might  confider  the  fword  and  fceptre  as  com- 
mitted to  his  hands  by  the  fame  favour  which  had 
placed  them  in  thofe  of  Mofes,  of  Jofliua,  of  Gideon, 
and  of  David*  Nor  could  Conftantine  be  infenfible 
to  the  warm  and  aSive  loyally  of  the  church,  which 
;  exerted  on  his  fide  every  eflFort  of  human  induftry; 
the  regular  correfpondence  which  connefted  the 
bifliops  of  the  mofl:  diftant  provinces,  enabled  them  to 
tranfmit  every  intelligence  which  could  ferve  the  caufe 
of  an  emperor,  who  avowed  himfelf  the  protedtor  of 
the  church. 

But  the  choice  of  Conftantine,  in  favour  of  the 
Chriftian  rdiigion,  is  reported  to  have  been  determined 
by  a  dream  or  a  prodigy.  A  contemporary  author 
afferts,  that  Conftantine,  the  night  which  preceded 
the  laft  battle  againft  Maxentius,  was  admoni(hed  in 
a  dream  to  infcribe  the  ftiields  of  his  foldiers  with  the 
celefiial  Jign  of  Gody  and  that  his  obedience  was  re- 
warded by  the  victory  of.  the  Milvian  Bridge ;  but 
Eufebius  affirms,  that  in  one  of  his  marches  the  em- 
peror with  his  whole  army  beheld  in  the  iky  the  lumi- 
nous trophy  of  the  crofs,  infcribed  with  the  following 
words,  "  BY  THIS  CONQUER,"  and  that  his  faith  was 
confirmed  by  the  vifion  of  the  enfuing  night,  in  w^hich. 
Vol.  I.  R  he 
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he  received  an  aflurancfe  of  vidory  over  Maxentioij. 
The  prodigy  perhaps  fuppHed  the  defign  of  the  labarurHf 
the  principal  ftandard,  which  difplayed  the  triumph  of 
the  crofs,  and  animated  the  fpldiers  of  Chriftianity* 

The  myfteries  of  the  Chriftian  faith  were  concealed 
from  ftrangers,  and  even  from  thofe  in:  the  firft  rudi- 
ments of  its  doftrine  j  but  the  rules  of  difcipline  were 
relaxed  in  favour  of  the  imperial  prdfelyte :  yet  the 
policy  of  Conftantme  fufpended  the  ceremony  of  bap- 
tifm  till  the  approach  of  death,  and  he  cautioufly 
poftponed  the  expiation  of  (in  till  he  was  paft  all  dan- 
ger  of  relapfe. 

The  example  of  the  emperor,  with  the  hopes  of 
wealth  and  honours,  foon  difFufed  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion  among  the  obfequious  crowds  which  fill  the 
apartments  of  a  palace.  The  converfion  of  thofe  who 
poffeffed  birth,  pdwer,  or  riches,  was  foon  followed 
by  dependent  multitudes.  The  Goths  and  Germans, 
who  enlifted  under  the  ftandard  of  Rome,  revered 
the  crofs  which  glittfered  at  the  head  of  the  legions ; 
and  their  fierce  countrymen  received  at  the  fame  time 
the  leffons  of  faith  and  humanity*  The  kings  of  Iberia 
and  Arrtienia  worfeipped  the  God  of  their  protedlor,. 
and  the  labour  of  the  miffionaries  extended  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Gofpel  to  the  diftant  coaft  of  India :  the 
•  faint  murmers  of  the  Pagans  were  filenced  by  a  mi- 
litary force,  and  the  irrefiftible  power  of  the  Romait 
emperors  was  difplayed  in  the  important  change  of  the 
national  religion. 

The  office  of  fupreme  pontiff  had  been  unhed  by 
Auguftus  to  the  imperial  dignity :  but  in  the  Chriftiaa 

church. 
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chutch)  the  fervice  of  the  altar  was  entrufted  to  con*- 
lecrated  priefts;  and  the  monarch,  whofe  fpirkual 
rank  was  lefs  honourable  than  that  of  the  m^anefl: 
deacon,  was  feated  below  the  rails  of  the  fandluary, 
and  confounded  with  the  faithful  multitude.  The 
fame  marks  of  rdped  which  Conftantine  had  paid 
to  faints  and  confeflbrs,  were  foon  exafted  by  the 
epifcopsd  order :  and  a  fecret  conflidl  between  the 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidions  was  introduced, 
and  embarrafled  the  operations  of  the  Rpman  go- 
vernment. 

.  The  catholic  church  was  adminiftered  by  the  fpi- 
ritual  and  legal  eftablifhment  of  eighteen  hundred 
bifhops :  thefe  were  chofen  by  the  free  fuffrages  of  the 
people ;  but  ihould  the  vacant  fee  be  allotted  by  po- 
pular choice  to  an  unworthy  cahdidate,  the  other 
bifhops  might  refufe  to  ordain  the  objeft  of  their  ca« 
price.  The  biihops  alone  poflefled  the  power  of 
fele£ting  the  proper  chara£ters  for  priefthood,  and 
eachbiihop  acquired  an  abfolute  right  to  the  obedience 
of  the  clerk  whom  he  ordained.  The  whole  body  of 
the  catholic  clergy,  more  numerous  perhaps  than  the 
legions,  was  exempted  by  the  emperors  from  all  fer- 
vice, private  or  public,  from  all  municipal  offices, 
and  all  perfonal  taxes  and  contributions  which  preffed 
on  their  fellow-citizens  with  intolerable  weight. 

^*  ^'  3'3']  The  edift  of  Milan  fecured  the  re- 
venue as  well  as  the  peace  of  the  church ;  but  the 
ecclefiaftical  order  was  flill  fupported  or  enriched  by 
the  voluntary  oblations  of  the  faithful,  [a.  d.  321.] 
Eight  years  after  the  edift  of  Milan,    Conftantine 

R  2  granted 


M4  DECLINE    AND    FALL    OF 

granted  to  his  fubjefts  the  pirmiffion  of  bequeathing 
their  fortunes  to  the  catholic  church,  but  the  patri- 
mony of  it  was  ftill  burthehed  with  all  the  public 
impofitions  of  the  ftate.  Some  partisil  exemptions 
might  be  obtained  by  the  clergy  of  Rome,  Alex- 
andria, &c.  but  thefe  were  few^  and  granted  with 
caution. 

,  Though  the  Latin  clergy  have  acfcepted  as  the  gift 
of  Conftantine,  the  independent  jurifdiftion  which  was 
the  fruit  of  time,  of  accident,  and  of  their  own  induftry, 
yet  the  liberality  of  the  Chriftian  emperors  aftually  en- 
dowed them  with  fome  legal  prerogatives.     I.  Under  a 

,  defpotic  government  the  bifhops  alone  enjoyed  the  in- 
cftimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peers. 
II.  The  domeftic  jurifdidlion  of  the  bifliops  withdrew, 
from  the  cognizance  of  a  fccular  judge,  thofe  civil 
caufes  which  concerned  the  ecclefiaftical  order ;  but 
where  the  crime  of  the  clergy  could  not  be  fufEciently 
'  expiated  by  degradation,  the  Roman  magiftrate  drew 

/  the  fword  of  juftice  without  any  regard  to  their  im- 
munities. III.  The  arbitration  of  the  bifhops  was  ra- 
tified by  apofitivelaw,  and  the  judges  were  inftrufted 
to  execute  the  eplfcopal  decrees.  IV.  The  ancient 
privilege  of  fan£luary  was  transferred  to  the  Chriftian 
temples,  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  moft  emi- 
nent fubjefts  might  be  protefled  by  the  mediation  of 
the  bifhop. 

The  bifliop  was  the  perpetual  cenfor  of  the  morals 
of  his  people.  The  difcipline  of  penance  was  digefted 
into  a  fyftem  of  canonical  jurifprudence,  which  accu- 
rately defined  the  duty  of  confeffion,  the  degrees  of 

guilty 
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guilty  and  the  meafure  of  puniflimenc ;  and .  though 
the  perfon  of  the  emperor  was  refpeSed  from  pru- 
dence, loyalty,  and  fear,  the  fpiritual  cenfors  regarded 
not  the  dignity  of  any  other  ftation,  but  infenfibly 
prepared  the  triumph  of  the  Roman  pontiflfs,  wha 
have  trampled  on  the  necks  of  kings. 

The  freedom  of  public  preaching  was  another 
fource  of  authority  to  the  church.  The  facred  orator 
from  the  pulpit  might  invade  the  ears  of  the  monarch 
with  the  harfh  found  of  popular  eloquence  ;  the  pri- 
vilege  of  Icgiflative  affemblies  contributed  to  add  dig- 
nity to  the  ecclefiaftical  order ;  but  the  'convocation 
of  great  and  extraordinary  fynods  was  the  prerogative 
of  the  emperor  alone,  [a.  d.  325O  During  the 
reign  of  Conftantine,  thr«e  hundred  and  eighteen 
bifhops  were  convened  at  Nice  to  determine  fome  dif- 
putes  refpe^ing  the  Trinity,  and  the  monarch  himfelf,: 
admitted  into  the  council,  liftened  with  patience  and 
debated  with  modefty. 

Conftantine  had  fcarcely  announced  general  tole- 
ration to  the  Roman  world,  when  he  proclaimed  the 
intended  deftruftion  of  thofe  fedls  which  diffented 
from  the  catholic  church.  A  double  elefVion  in  the 
church  of  Carthage  divided  the  provinces  of  Africa, 
and  gave  birth  to  the  fchifm  of  the  Donatifts:  but  the 
more  diffufive  mifchief  of  the  Trinitarian  controverfy 
fucceffively  penetrated  into  every  part  of  the  Chriftian 
world.  Three  imperfeft  fyftems  were  formed  by  the 
human  underflanding,  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
divine  Trinity.  I.  Arianifm,.  derived  from  Arius, 
whq  with  his  difciples,  maintained  the  Son  of  God  to 
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be  cflenfially  different  from  the  Father;  and  that 
the  Son  was  the  Word,  but  denied  that  Word  to 
have  been  eternal,  Tritheifm,  which  admitted  three 
perfons  in  the  Godhead,  but  of  three  fubftances,  and 
of  three  effences.  Sabellianifm,  which  reduced  the 
whole  Trinity  to  the  perfon  of  the  Father,  making  the 
Word  and  the  Holy  Spirit  only  emanations. 

Conftantine  at  firft  regarded  the  obje£t  in  difputc 
with  great  indifference ;  in  an  epiftle  addreffed  to 
Alexander  and  Arius,  he  terms  the  diftindion  incon- 
fiderable,  and  recommends  to  the  clergy  of  Alexandria 
the  example  of  the  Greek  philofophers,  who  could 
maintain  their  arguments  without  lofing  their  temper. 
But 'when  he  afterwards  prefided  in  the  council  of" 
Nice,  he  ratified  the  creed  of  that  fynod,  embraced  the 
orthodox  party  with  warmth,  baniflied  Arius  into  one 
of  the  remote  provinces  of  lUyricum,  condemned  his 
writings  to  the  flames,  and  denounced  a  capital  pu- 
nifhment  againft  thofe  in  whofe  po0(?ilion  they  (hould 
be  found. 

Three  years  were  fcarcely  elapfed  from  the  council 
of  Nice,  before  Arius  was  recalled  ^  his  faith  was  ap* 
proved  by  the  fynod  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  emperor 
iffued  an  abfolute  command  that  he  fliould  be  folemnly 
admitted  to  the  communion  in  the  cathedral  qf  Con- 
ftantinople.  On  the  fame  day  which  had  been  fixed 
for  the  triumph  of  Arius,  he  expired.  But  the  em^ 
peror  remained  attached  to  the  opinion  of  the  deceafed 
prclbyterj^  and  banifhed  into  diftant  provinces  the  three 
principal  leaders  of  the  catholics,  A thanafius  of  Alexan^ 
dria,  Jluftathius  of  Antioch,  and  Paul  of  Conftantinople. 

Conftan^ 
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Gonflantius  adopted  the  fentiments  of  hk  father ; 
llkfi  him,  he  employed  the  arms  of  power  in  the  caufe 
Arianifa:^  aud  difgraced  his  reign  by  the  unjuft  and 
jneSedual  |>eriecutLon  of  the  great  Athanafms.  The 
immortal  name  of  that  man  will  never  be  feparated 
from  the  catholic  dodrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  the 
forty-fix  yeajrs  he  was  ieated  on  the  archiepifcopal 
throne  of  Egypt,  was  (pent  in  a  perpetual  combat  a« 
gainft  the  power  o£  Arjanifm.  Five  times  was  Atha- 
nafius  e:%pelled  from  bis  throne,  twenty  years  be  pafTed 
as  an  exile  or  .fugitive;  an4  almoil  every  province  of 
the  Romaq  .empire  was  fuoceiflively  witoefs  to  his  me- 
rit and  bis  fufferings*  Amldft  the  ftorm  of  perfe« 
cution,  the.  archbiOiop  .^f  Alexandria,  w^  patient.of 
labour,  jealous,  of  fanif,.f^eleis  of  iafety,  and,  though 
his  min4  was  tainted  by^d^e  contagion  of  fanaticifm, 
}i.^;  difp^ayed  a  fuperiqrky  of  ch^rad;er  and  abilites, 
wl^ich  WQiuld  have  qualified'  h^^  far  better  than  t}i.e 
4egener*te  fons  of  Cogft^i?!^,^  for  the.  government 
of  a  great  monarchy^  ;  W:^^^  l^ft  be  fled  before  the 
menaced  vengeance  of  Conftantius,  he  eluded  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  civil  an^  miljiar;^  powers,  ^hich  were  afii- 
duoufly  e?certed  to  ppprefe  ^Ijipi,  by  jretiring  to  tbe 
deferts  of  Thebaisr     .«.:..;: 

Thefe,  fjefcrts  y^^re  t^efl.peppled  by  9,  race  of  wild 
fanatics,  wiio  preferred  ^e  commands  of  th^eir  abbot  tQ 
the  laws  of  their  foyeri^igg,  They  cpllec):ed  every  word 
which  djrppt  from  his  tips  las  the  genuine  cffufioR  of 
infpired  vfUiomy  and  triumphed  in  the  dangers  which 
jbey  brav$d  in  jthe  defence  of  truth  and  innocence, 
^hea  thfeir  4aVk  relieats  were  invaded  by  a  military 
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force,  which  it  was  irapoffible  to  refill,  they  filently 
(Iretched  out  their  necks  to  the  executioner  ;  and  fup- 
ported  their  national  charafter,  that  torture  could 
never  wre0;  from  an  Egyptian,  the  confeifion  of  a 
fecret  which  he  bad  refolved  not  to.difclofe. 

The  importance  of  maintaining  a  more  intimate 
connexion  with  the  catholic  party,  tempted  Athanafius 
fometimes  to  introduce  himfelf  into  Alexandria.  His 
adventures  in  thefe  enterprifes  were  extraordinary  and 
romantic;  he  was  once  fecreted  in  a  dry  ciftern, 
which  he  had  fcarcely  left  before  he  was  betrayed  by 
the  treachery  of  a  female  Have  j  and  once  he  was  con- 
cealed in  a  ftill  more  uncommon  afylum,  the  houfe  of 
a  virgin,  only  twenty  years  of  age,  and  who  was  ce- 
lebrated in  the  whole  city  for  her  exquifite  beauty ; 
but  whenever  the  purfuit  became  more  diligent,  Atha- 
nafius retired  to  the  deferts,  and  the  prote^ion  of  his 
faithful  monks,  who  ferved  him  as  guards,  as  fecretariies, 
and  as  meffengers.  From:  the  depth  of  his  Jnacceffible 
retreat,  the  intrepid  primate  waged  an  inceflant  and 
offenfive  war  againft  the  prote£ior  of  the  Arians,  and 
his  feafonble  writings  contributed  to  unite  and  animate 
the  orthodo3^"party.'  In  his  public  apologies  addreffed 
to  the  emperor,  whilft  he  aflfeded  moderation,  he  ex- 
pofed  Gonftantiqs  as  a  weak  and  wicked  f>i'ince,  the 
executioner  of  his  family,  the  tyrant  of  the  republic, 
and  the  anti-chrift  of  the  chqrch.  The  fon  of  Gon- 
ftantine  in  the  height  of  his  profperity,  received  from 
the  hand  of  t:he primate  a  wound  which  he  could  neither 
heal  nor  revenge ;  and  was  the  firft  of  Chriftian  princes 
who  experienced  the  Arengthof  thofe  principles,which, 

in 
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in  the  caufe  of  religion,  could  refifl:  the  molt  violent 
exertions  of  the  dvil  power. 

The  blind  violeiice  of  Arianifm  in  the  perfecution 
of  Athanafius,  and  of  fo  many  refpe3:able  bifhops^ 
introduced  into  the  Roman  government  new  caufes  of 
tyranny  and  fedition ;  and  under  the  reign  of  the  fons 
of  Conftantine,  the  two  capitals,  Rome  and  Conftan* 
tinople,  were  fhaken  by  religious  difcord,  and  polluted 
with  blood  in  the  fury  of  eccleHaftical  conteft.  In  the 
new  capital,  Hermogenes,  mafter-general  of  the  ca- 
valry, had  enforced  a  fentence  of  banifliment  againfl: 
Paul,  an  orthodox  pridV,  who  claimed  the  throne  of 
that  city ;  but  the  execution  of  it  was  fatal  to  this 
commander :  the  catholics  rofe  in  defence  of  their 
bifliop;  the  palace  of  Hermogenes  was  confumed; 
the  firft  military  officer  of  the  etnpire  was  dragged 
by  the  heels  through  the  fti5eets  of  Conftantinople, 
and  after  he  expired  his  cdrpfe  was  expofed  to  their 
wanton,  infults,  ' 

The  difpofition  of  Conftantius,  always  cruel  arid 
arbitrary,  was  juftly  exafperated  by  the  tumults  of 
his  capital,  and  the  criminal  behaviour  of  a  fadion, 
who  oppofed  the  authority  and  religion  of  their  fo- 
vereign.  The  punifliments  of  death,  exile,  and  con- 
fifcation  were  inflifted  with  rigour.  .  By  an  cdidt  of 
Conftantius  againft  the  Catholics,  thofc  who  refufed 
to  CQpimunicate  with  the  Arian  bifhops  were  deprived 
of  the  immunities  of  ecclefiaftics,  and  of  the  rights 
of  Chriftians ;  and  the  provinces  of  Thrace  and  Afia 
were  invaded  and  depopulated  by  the  arms  of  the 

legions. 
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legions,  to  fupport  or  rextend  the  doqiimoa  of  Ariop- 
niftn. 

Though  Conftantlae  invited  aod  exhorted,  in  the 
mod  preffing  terms,  the  fubjeds  of  th^  Roman  empire 
to  imitate  the  example  <^  their  mader}  yet  he  de- 
clared that  thofe  who  ftill  refufed  to  open  their  eyes  tOr 
the  celeftial  light,  nyght  freely  enjoy  their  temples 
and  their  fancied  gods:  but,  without  violating  the 
fan£tity  of  his  promife,  the  artful  monarch  lapped  the 
foundation  of  the  ancient  religion.  An  ignominiqu^ 
filence  was  impofed  on  the  oracles,  which  had  been 
publidf  <:onvid£d  of  fraud  and  falfehood }  the  arts 
of  divination  were  con4emned  under  ..the  mod:  ri-^ 
gorous  penalties ;  the  ftatues  of  the  god^  were  tranf- 
ported  to  adorn  the  cojyk^Hons  of  the  curious ;  and. 
tile  farred  progcrty  of  ttoe  opulent  temples  of  .Greece 
and  Afia  was  oonfifcatedi-  The  fons  of  Conftantin^. 
proceeded  .in  his  fteps:  with  more  ;$eai,  but  with  i§f^ 
dtfcretion ;  and  the  demolition  of  the  temples  was  ee*^ 
febratied  as  one  of  the  aufpicious  events  of  the  reign' of 
Conftans  and  Gonftantius.  Yet  the  diviiipi^s  of  Cbrifr 
tianity  fufpended  the  ruin  .of  Paganifm;  the  hoftil^^ 
feds  were  unwilling,  to'exafperate  a  powerful  thoiigt^ 
declining  pairty ;  the  ancient  religion  of  Rome  wa$ 
ftill. revered  by  a  nun^erous  people,  lels  attached  to  i|t 
by  principle  than  cuftom  ;  and  the  hopes  of  thePoly- 
cheift  were  revived  by  the  well-grounded  confidence, 
that  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  empire  had  fecretly 
embraced  the  religion  of  his  anceflors. 

CHAF- 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

JULIAN  IS  DECLARED  EMPEROR  BY  THE  LEGIONS  OF  GAUL^ 
HIS- MARCH  AND  SUCCESS—THE  DEATH  OF  CONSTANTIUS-* 
CIVIL  ADMINISTRATION  OF  JULIAN— RILIGION  OF  JULIAN— 
HIS  ATTEMPTS  TO  RESTORE  THE  PAGAN  WORSHIP. 

W  HILE  the  Romans  languifhed  und^r  the  tyranny 
of  eunuchs  and  btfhops,  the  praife  of  Julian  was  ^epeat« 
cd  in  every  part  of  the  empire.  The  barbcirians  of 
Germany  dreaded  the  Caefar,  whofe  valour  they  had 
experienced ;  th^  foldiers  extolled  the  leader^  beneath 
whofe  banners  they  had  conquered;  the  grateful  provin- 
cials acknowledged  their  country  delivered  from  the  ra« 
vages  of  the  enemy :  but  Conftantius  dreaded  the  virtues 
be  ought  to  have  imitated^  and  the  favourites  decried 
the  difpofition  of  a  prince  indifferent  to  pleafure^  and 
averfe  to  luxury.  The  mind  of  the  emperor,  confcious 
that  the  applaufe  of  his  fubjeds  accompanied  the  me- 
rits of  the  Cacfar,  was  prepared  to  receive  the  poifon 
of  thofe  fycophants,  who  coloured  their  envious  In- 
tentions with  the  appearances  of ,  truth  and  candour. 
They  exaggerated  the  fame,  talents,  and  fervices  of 
Julian ;  but  they  infii\uated  thcfe  might  be  converted 
into  dangerous  crimes,  if  the  incoiiftant  multitude 
fliould  prefer  their  inclinations  to  their  duty.*  The 
dread  of  a  fuccefsful  general  at  the  head  of  a  vidorious 
army  was  conftantly  inculcated ;  and  the  perfonal  fears 
of  Conftantius  were  confidered  as  a  laudable  anxiety 
for  the  public  fafety. 

The 
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The  alarming  flate  of  the  eaftern  frontier  and  the 
tranquillity  of  Gaul,  aflforded  a  fpecious  opportunity 
of  withdrawing  the  veteran  legions  from  the  latter 
province,  and  of  difarming  the  Csafar.  While  Julian 
was  employed  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  his 
winter-quarters  at  Paris,  he  was  furprifed  by  the  arrival 
of  a  tribune  and  a  notary,  furniflied  with  orders  from 
the  emperor,  to  which  the  Cacfar  was  commanded  to 
fubipjt.  [a.  p.  360.  April.]  Thefe  commifEoners 
were  to  detach,  with  the  four  entire  legions,  called 
the  Celt^,  the  Petulants,  the  Heruli,  and  the  Bata? 
vians,  three  hundred  of  the  braveft  youths  from  each 
of  the  remaining  bands ;  and  diligently  to  haften  the 
march  of  this  formidable  force,  that  it  might  arrive  on 
the  frontier^  of  Perlia  before  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign. ' 

Julian  forefaw  and  lamented  the  confequehces  of 
this  fatal  mandate.  Mofl  of  the  auxiliaries,  when  they 
engaged,  had  ftipulatcd  that  they  fhould  not  be  obliged 
to  pafs  the  Alps ;  the  faith  of  Rome  and  the  honour  oB 
the  prince  were  pledged  for  the  obfervanceofthis  con* 
dition  :  the  confidence  of  the  warriors  of  Germany, 
who  conGdered  truth  as  the  noblefl:  of  virtues,  would 
be  loft  by  this  aft  of  treachery.  The  legionaries  in« 
deed  were  inlifted  for  the  general  defence  of  the  em- 
pire }  but  attached  by  birth  or  habit  to  the  climate  and 
manners  of  Gaul,  they  admired  Julian,  they  defpifed 
the  emperor,  and  they  4readed  the  laborious  march  and 
burning  toils  of  a  Perfian  war.  They  pleaded  the 
more  immediate  duty  of  defending  their  friends  and 
families,  and  the  dread  that  the  moment  the  provinces 

were 
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were  exhaufted  of  their  ftrength,  the  Germans  would 
violate  a  treaty  which  had  been  impofed  on  their 
fears.  ^ 

Though  Julian  well  knew  if  he  complied  with  the 
orders  he  had  received,  he  fubfcribed  to  his  own  de- 
ftruftion,  and  that  of  -  the  people  he  governed,  yet  a 
pofitive  refufal  would  be  conftrued  into  an  aft  of  re- 
bellion, and  be  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  war ; 
the  inexorable  jealoufy  of  the  emperor,  the  peremptory 
nature  of  his  commands,  left  not  any  room  for  apology, 
or  even  a  candid  interpretation.  His  faithful  Salluft, 
by  whofe  counfels  he  might  have  profited,  had  been 
removed  by  the  malice  of  the  eunuchs ;  Lupicinus, 
the  general  of  the  cavalry,  was  engaged  in  protefting 
Britain  from  the  inroads  of  the  Scots  and  Pi£ts ;  Flo- 
rentius  was  occupied  at  Vienna  j  and  that  crafty  ftateC- 
man,  declining  to  advife  on  fo  dangerous  an  occafion, 
eluded  the  reprefentation  of  Julian,  who  repeatedly 
requefted  the  prefence  of  the  prgefefl:.  The  folicita- 
tions  of  the  imperial  meffengers  were  rude  and  impor- 
tunate ;  and  the  Casfar,  unable  to  refift,  and  unwilling 
to  comply,  expreffed  his  wifli  and  intention  of  refign- 
ing  the  purple. 

The  indignant  feelings  of  the  prince  at  length  gave 
way  to  the  fubmiffive  duties  of  the  fubjeft,  and  Julian 
liTued  his  orders  for  carrying  into  execution  the  com- 
mands of  Conftantius.  A  part  of  the  troops  began 
their  march  for  the  Alps,  and  the  detachments  from 
the  garrifons  moved  towards  their  refpeftive  places  of 
affembly.  The  crowds  of  affrighted  provincials,  as 
they  advanced,  implored  their  proteSion  j   and  the 

wives 
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vives  of  tbe  foldicrs  accufed  their  deferiion  m  thef 
language  of  grief  and  indignation.  The  difcontent  of 
an  armed  multitude  is  feldom  long  concealed ;  their  x 
murmurs  were  communicated  fwm  tent  to  tent ;  and 
a  libel  difperfed,  which  painted  in  glowing  colours  the 
difgrace  of  the  Csefar,  the  oppreffion  of  the  Gallic 
army,  and  the  vices  of  the  tyrant  of  Afia.  The  mi- 
nifters  of  Conftantius  were  alarmed  and  aftoniflied  ; 
yet  they  rejefted  the  honeft  advice  of  Julian,  who  fug- 
gefted  the  danger  of  the  troops  marching  through 
Paris,  and  the  temptation  of  a  laft  interview. 

On  the  approach  of  the  troops  the  Caefar  went  out 
to  meet  them ;  from  his  tribunal  he  gratefully  cele- 
brated their  paft  exploits,  and  admoniflied  them  that 
the  commands  of  Augufius  required  an  inftant  and 
cheerful  obedience/  The  foldiers  liftened  in  obftinate 
filence,  and  after  a  fliort  paufe  were  difmifled  to  their 
quarters ;  the  officers  were  entertained  by  Julian,  and 
when  they  retired  from  the  ieaft,  lamented  the  hard- 
fhip  of  their Yate,  which  tore  them  from  their  beloved 
general  and  their  native  country.  The  troops  had  been 
.  indulged  with  wine  ;  the  opportunity  was  favourable; 
and  confpiracy,  the  only  expedient  which  could  avert 
their  feparation,  was  propofed  and  approved.  At  the 
hour  of  midnight,  the  impatient  multitude  ruflied  itito 
the  fuburbs,  encompafled  the  palace,  and  pronounced 
the  irrevocable  words  Julian  Au^ujlus.  The  prince,  by 
fecuring  the  doors,  endeavoured  to  Seclude  his  perfon 
from  their  tumultuary  attachment ;  but  at  the  dawn  of 
day  the  foldiers  forcibly  entered  the  palace,  feized  with 
refpedful  violence  the  perfon  of  Julian>  placed  him 

on 
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on  hi$  tribunal,  and  with  loud  ihouts  Tainted  bim  em- 
peror. 

Till  the  third  hour  of  the  day^  the  inflexible  Caefar 
fiiftained  their  prayers,  their  reproaches,  their  me- 
naces J  he  entreated  them  not  to  fully  the  fame  of 
their  viftories  by  the  crime  of  rebellion ;  he  undertook 
to  procure  from  the  emperor  a  free  and  gracious  par- 
don, and  even  the  revocation  of  the  orders  which  had 
excited  their  refentment.  He  was  anfwered,  that  ifhc 
wiflied  to  live  he  muft  confent  to  reign ;  he  was  exalt- 
ed on  a  fbield,  a  military  collar  fupplied  the  want  of  a 
diadem,  and  after  the  ceremony  was  performed^ 
JuHail  retired  to  the  palace  overwhelmed  with  apparent 
grief. 

The  firft  days  of  the- reign  of  the  new  emperor  were 
devoted  to  a  variety  of  cares  j  he  moderated  the  zeal 
of  his  party,  proteSed  the  perfons  of  his  enemies, 
and  defeated  the  fecret  enterprifes  formed  againft  his 
life  and  dignity.  Though  he  was  firmly  refolved  to 
maintain  the  ftation  he  had  aflumed,  yet  he  wifhed  to 
fave  his  country  from  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  and 
to  avoid  a  coateft  with  Conftantius.  For  this  purpofe, 
he  compofed  in  his  own  name,  and  that  of  the  army, 
a  refpedlful  epiftle ;  in  which  ht  acknowledged  the 
irregularity  of  his  eleftion,  allowed  the'fupremacy  of 
Conftantius,  engaged  to  recruit  his  army  with  a  feleft 
number  of  barbarians,  and  to  accept  from  his  choice  a 
Praetorian  prasfeft  ;  but  he  referves  to  himfelf  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  provinces  beyond  the  Alps,  with  the 
nomination  of  all  other  officers,  the  command  of  the 
troops,  and  the  regulation  of  the  finances. 

8  Preparations 
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Prepslrations  for  war  accompanied  the  negociations 
for  peace.  The  army  was  immediately  recruited  and 
augmented  y  and  as  fooh  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  per* 
mitted  Julian  to  ta^e  the  field,  he  threw  a  bridge  over 
the  Rhine,  and  prepared  to  chsiflife  the  perfidy  of'  the 
Attuarii,  a  tribe  of  the  Franks,  who  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  commotions  and  ravaged  the  frontiers 
of  the  empire.  Julian  conquered  as  foon  as  he  pene- 
trated into  the  country^  and  after  he  had  given  peace 
to  the  barbarians^  he  fury  eyed  the  fortifications  along 
the  Rhine,  and  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Vienna  for 
the  enfuing  winter.  Vandotnair,  a  prince  of  the  Ale- 
manni,  threatened  the  ftate  with  a  dangerous  war  $ 
the  policy  of  Julian  fecured  the  barbarian,  who  iii  the 
charafter  of  a  friend,  had  incautioufly  accepted  an  in- 
vitation from  the  Roman  governors  :  before  the  Ger- 
mans were  recovered  from  their  amazement,  the  em- 
peror croffed  the  Rhine,  and  renewed  the  impreffions 
of  terror  which  had  been  made  in  four  preceding  ex- 
peditions. 

The  ambafladors  of  Julian,  in  their  paflage  through 
Italy  and  Illyricum,  were  detained  by  the  aflfefted  de- 
lays of  the  provincial  governors,  and  were  at  length 
introduced  into  the  prefence  of  the  eaftern  emperor  j 
they  found  him,  from  the  difpatches  of  his  own  o£-^ 
ficers,  prepoffefled  againft  the  conduft  of  Julian,  and 
of  the  Gallic  army  ;  his  geftures  and  language  expreff- 
ed  the  diforder  of  his  foul :  the  death  of  Helena  had 
diffolved  the  domeftic  connexion  between  Julian  and 
Conftantius ;  and  the  emprefs  Eufebia,  who,  to  the 
laft,  retained  her  regard  for  the  former,  and  might 

have 
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have  moders^ed  the  refentment  of  the  latter  prince, 
was  unfortunately  no  more  ;  the  fon  of  Cbnftantine 
was  abandoned  to  his  own  paflions,  and  to  the  arts 
of  the  eunuchs.,  The  terror  of  foreign  invafion, 
compelled  him  to  continue  his  march  towards  the  con- 
fines of  Perfia  ;  and  he  figntfied  to  Julian^  as  the  only 
conditions  oh  which  that  prince,  or  his  followers, 
might  hope  for  clemency,  that  the  Csfar  fliould  re- 
nounce the  rank  of  Auguflus,  and  defcend  to  his 
former  flation  of  a  dependent  mintfter;  that  he  fhould 
yefl  the  powers  of  the  army  and  (late  in  officers  ap<* 
pointed  by  the  imperial  court,  and  for  his  fafety  relf 
«on  the  word  of  Epiftetus,  a  Gallic  bi/faop  and  Arian 
favourite  of .  Conftantius. 

When  Julian  perceived  his  moderate  demands  ferved 
to  irritate  the  pride  of  his  adverfary,  he  boldly  re- 
folded to  commit  his  life  and  fortune  to  the  chance 
of  civil  war.  The  haughty  epiftle  of  Conftantius  was 
read  before  a  military  audience  ;  and  the  faint  prot 
pofal  of  Julian  to  refign  the  purple,  iChe  could  obtain 
the  confent  of  his  ^ledtors,  was  drowned  in  the  re- 
peated acclamatbns  of  Julian  Auguftus.  A  part  of 
the  letter  which  upbraided  Julian  with  ingratitude  to 
the  emperor,  whp  had  preferved  him  in  bis  infancy 
when  he  was  left  an  helplefs  orphan,  awakened  the  in- 
dignation of  that  prince.  **  An  orphan,'*  interrupted 
Julian ;  ^*  Does  the  aflaffin  of  my  family-  reproach  nie 
?*  that  I  was  left  an  orphan  ?  He  urges  me  to  revenge 
♦^'  thofe  injuries,  which  I  have  long  ftudied  to  forget.'* 
The  affembly  was  difmifled ;  Leonas,  the  qiiaftor  of 
Conftantius,  after  being  faved  with  difficulty  from  the 
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|>opuhr  fury,  tr^  fcnt  l^aick  to  his  mafter  with  an  epK- 
'tie  which,  expneifed  th^  fentim^ncs  of  contem^t^  of 
hatred»  and  o£  refentmait ;  and  Julian,  after  this  mef- 
.fege,  decbredr  he  committed  hia  fafety  to  th<(  li«MOi^ 
TAh  Gon^,  and  thus  publieiy  renounced  the  religion, 
w  well  as  the  friendihip  of  the  fon  of  Conftantine« 
,  The  circumftanQ^s  of  the  emperor  of  Gaul  required 
•Vigorous.  «nd  immediate  .exertions ;  by  intercepted 
letters,  he^ifcovered  the  barbairians  had  been  invited 
t6  invade  the  provinces  of  the  weft.  But  the  imperial 
leigions  ixiere  fUU  in  Afia:  the  Danube  was.  feebly 
guarded ;.  and  if  Julian  could  occupy,  by  a  fudden 
incurfion,  ^he  important,  provinces  of  lOyricum,  he 
might  exped  from  them  a  fupply  of  hardy  fdldiers^ 
!while  the  rich  mines  would  contribute  to  fupport  the 
€xpence$  of  war.  He  propbfed  the  enterprife  to  the 
ailembly  of  the  foldiers,  who  devoted  themfelves  with 
horrid  ImpFecations  to  the  fervice  of  their  leader,  a&d 
declared  they  would  follow  him  to  the  «excremitie«i^,pf 
Europe  or  Afia.  Nebrtdius,  the  Prstorian  praefed> 
fingly  oppofed  this  engagement ;  after  the  lofs  of  hia 
hand  by  the  Aroke  of  a  fword,  be  was  protected  ^y 
Julian  from  the  fury  of  the  armed  multitude.:  bcl  wa$ 
difmiifed  to  his  own  houfe ;  and  his  high  office  was  jbet^ 
flowed  on  Salhift,  the  friend  and  faithful  mini&ur  of 
the  new  emperor.  » 

The  fuccefs  of  Julian  depended  more  on  the  celeritj; 
of  his  motions,  than  the  number  of  his  troopsi 
[a.d.  3&i«]  He  aflfembled  and  divided  his  army  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bafil ;  one  davifion,  confifttni^ 
of  ten  thoufand  men^  was  dire&ed,  under  the  com;^ 
2  Blind 
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H&itid  of  ^vitta>  to  advance  tfirdii^  Rhsetia  and: 

Nori£frni«    A  ikftilar  body^  led  by  Joviiis  kkd  JovinaB^ 

#as'  ofdeted  to  follow  the  courfe  of  the  fcighways, 

through  the^  Alps  and  the  northern  corifiAes  of  Italy. 

The  inflTuAions  to  the  genefak  were,  to  httkm  theil 

march,  to  fpread  the  opinion  of  their  ftrength,  and  tO' 

join  their  fovereign  under  the  walls  of  Sirmium* 

'    For  himfelfjjuiiah  referved  a  more  difficult  part; 

With  three  thoufand  volunteers  he  plunged  into  the 

rcceffes  of  the  Marcian  foreft,  and  for  many  days  the 

f^te  of  the  young  hero  was  unknown  to  thfe  world* 

The  fecrecy  of  his  march,  his  diligence,  anl4  vigduri 

iFurmounted  every  obftacle  ;  and  at  length  he  tfmerged^ 

between  Ratifbon  and  Vienna,  at  the  pla^e  where  h» 

defigned  to  embark  his  troopi*    He  feized  a  light  fleet 

of  Brigahtines,  fecured  a  fupply  of  coarfe  pritfvifion*i 

itnd  committed  himfelf  and  hi^  follower^  to*  the  rapid 

ftream  of  the  Danube.     A  favourable  wind,  and  the 

labours  of  his  mariners,  who  inceflantly  plied  their 

'oars,  carried  his  fleet  in  eleven  days  above  feven  hun* 

dred  miles ;  before  his  enemies  could  receive  certaia 

intelligence  of  his  having  left  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 

iie  bnded  at  Bononia,  only  nineteen  miles  from  Si^^^ 

mium.  ' 

The  military  powers  of  Illyricum  were  commandei^ 
byLucilian,  who,  perplexed  by  doubtful  reports,  flowi^ 
ly  began  to  colled  the  fcattercd  troops  of  his  govern- 
ment; but  before  ne  could  afiemble  any  confiderable 
foree^  he  was  furprifed  by  Dagalaij5hus,  zn  active  of* 
ficer,  whom  Julian  had  pufhed  forwards  for  that  pur** 

§  a  P9fe 
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p0(c  as  fooit  ab  he  landeqi  at  Bononia,  .  Lbcillan  was 
CondudtedjiQ  the  ctnperpr  ;/but  no  fooner  did  be  uji* 
derftand  wh)i  what  an  incondderable  detachineat  thac 
prince  bad  ventured  qh  fo  impprtant  an  enterprire» 
than  he  inditrcreeriy  eenfured  the  raflmefs  of  tlte  con- 
queron  *'  Referve/'-  replied  Julian^  with  a  fmile  of 
conteittpt,  "  diefe  timid  ret^pnftrances  for  your  mafter 
^^  •  Gonftanttus  ;  when  I  gave  you  my  purple  Co  ki&,  I 
^*  tecei^ved  you  not  as  a  counfellor,  but  as  a  fuppUant/' 
Sircniutn,  the  mod  populous  city  of  the  Illy rian- pro- 
vinceS)  fubmitted  to  the  vidorious  emperor  ^  and  Ju- 
lian, aftcff  devoting  two  days  to  the  public  joy  and  the 
games  of  the  circus,  on  the  morning  of  the  third 
marched  to  occupy  the  pafs  of  Succi,  which  mid-way 
between  Sirmium  and  Condantinople,  feparates  the 
provinces  of  Thrace  and  Dacia.  This  important  poft 
was  entrufted  to  the  brave  Neviita,  who,  as  .well  as  the 
generals  Jovius  and  Jovinus,  had  fuccefsfully  effedted 
the  jundion  with  their  mafter. 

From  his  bead-quarters  at  Sirmium,  Julian  diftribut- 
ed  an  apology  forhis  condud  to  the  principal  cities  of 
the  empire,  and  endeilvoured  to  maintain  thje  merits 
of  his  caufe  by  arguments  as  well  as  arms.  His  applii- 
cation  to  Rome  was  communicated  to-  the  fenate  by 
Tertullus,  praefed  of  the  city  :  that  aflfembly  allowed 
the  claims  of  the  mafter  of  Italy  with(  ut  a  diCeming 
voic^  ;  but  in  return  to  his  invedive  againit  CoMantius 
they  unanimouHy  exclaimed,  "  Refped,  we  befeech 
**  you,  the  author  of  your  own  fortune."  An  artful 
expreflion,  which  might  be  confi^ered  as  the  reproof 

of 
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of  ingratitude,  or  the  flattering  confefiM  that  the 
former  preferTition*  of  ]\ilhn  ought  td  atone  f^r  the 
-  fauk^  of  CJonflantiui.- 

The  retreat  of  Sajxy*' allowed  Ccmftattti»«  to  arten4 
to  tfae4*apfd  progrefs  of  his  rival,  vhofe  competitjion 
hie  afTefted  to  mention -with  undeviating  contempt; 
He  profefled  his  intention  of  returning  to  Europe,  and 
chaftifihg  the' guilt  and  raftnefs  of  the  Cd^ar;  and 
aSbred  his  army,  if  the  mutin'eers  of  Qm\  prefumed 
to  meet  them  in  the  field,  they  n^er  would  be  able 
to  fuftain  the  fire  from  their  eyes,  and  ihe  irrefiftible 
terror  of  their  Aouts.  A  party  was  detached  to  (e- 
cfiife,  if  poffible,  the  important  paft  of  Succi,  and  the 
magazines  prepared  agaihft  <Sapor  wiere^^pr6priaCed 
to  the  fervice  of  civil  war.  •         .  .  c,  k:  ,  ;^ 

Tbe  partifans  of  Conftanfius  wertt'  kt%iy«d  with  die 
.  mod  fat^uiti^  dffurancea  of  fucctffs  ;  Q&udbiKius  faml 
cccupred  in  hi&  name  the  provinces  of  AlHc^,  and  kk^ 
tercepted  the  fubflftenee*  of  Romk  Tbediftrefs,  of 
JuJfcan  was  aujjmented  by  the  revolt  of  two  iegioni^ 
fh^ferhsid'fubmitted  to  hitn^'tit  SimUum,  but  as>  Julian 
juftly'^]irebMded  they  '(|;f^re  aittached-to  Cou&^mmi 
he^ad  cfielacHed  them^  fi»oto  the  fceiie  of  adion,  under 
pretence  of  p^oteOilig^e^feJ^celefs  frontito  of  Gaul; 
Th^  tf odj^HlMiv^ced  with  r^uAanceas  farag  tbecon>^' 
fiklei^^of  1taly>*  but  haltmg .  near  .Aquik!a;.at^tbe  unfU- 
gation  of  one  of  their  tribunes  they  fetzed  tbat  impor* 
tant  city,  au[id^eded  oh  the  walls  of  ii  the  ftandard 
of  Coflftamius.  Julian,  fenfible  of  the  extent  of  the 
mifchief,  difpatched  back  part  of  the  army  under  the 
commaiiid  of  Jovinu$ :  the  fiege  of  Aquileia  was  form* 

S3  ed } 
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td;  4>m  tkii\hfJ0^nH44kid^  it  with  itrmMfs,  iil^ 
vitect*  the  reft  of  tht  italnnqkies  to  ff^^w  their  ex-» 
aniple^  and  threatene4  the  retreat  of  Jpliai^  if  fif«q4 
pfiied  to  mUti  tftefefj  the  f«|H!rior  ari|iie$  of  the  ^a^. 
1  i[A.  D,  36i.  J^oy.  jt]  i'Bie  feafofiable. death  of 
the  foii  of  Gai^mtif^pdfimred  the  .]^ofjta|^ j^tovincef 
from  tb^  calanditie^  of  ^ivil,:war>.  Tl^e  off^adi  of 
Imter  cpdtd  QCit  detain  thisintcmari^h  at  4i^Mml2|;.P>? 
reftraiQ  hi8[  impatient  defire  of  revfenge.  A  feyer  oc** 
ebfioQcji  by  the  agKaiion  of  his  miod  ot  the  (fttigiis^  of 
jcimrney^  obUged  the  emperor  to  halt  at  Mopfucrene^ 
a  little  tQ^fxt^eU^  miles  beyond  TarlnSj^  iirhere>  aftejp 
It  fhojft  '^n^f^s  Cqnftftntius  brciatbed  >i$  hflj,  ix^^]i)fi; 
forty *fil^<]lfaii9C  bis.  ;tgej  nsd  t]|e  twenty^fonrth.of 
his  reign.  Before  he  expir^d^.  he  is  faidt  probably; 
Utmtkvk  irmU^  ooRcern^^^  the  &te.Qf  a:  young  |nd 
fender  wift3if,t{>«haY^:^a¥i^d  Julian  for  hisfqccefibri 
buit  fLmng  bil/lobg  ppflfeffi^n  §>(  power,  the  chara^eii 
of  theiDfA(>f  C^onftantiQeJyftifies  the  remarlc^  t^at.b^ 
Iterated  the  defe^«  without  the  abiHtii^  of  his  lather, 
i  -A  wcakr^empt;waa  nrnde  by  £afebifiS|  tof^pnolrag 
ibeizpffLcl  the  eunuchs,  by  the  ekdtio^  of  another 
enkperor ;  but  their  intrigues,  were  reje^ed.  by  tbci 
atmy^  .and  two  officers  of.. iiank  werf^^<  difpatchedt 
^affure  JjuHan  that  every  fword  tii  th/9  empire  ^oul^^ 
be  drawn  at  .his  coQims^d^  .rThat^prinpe;  irnpatieat 
to  yifk  his  tiew  capital,  andr  th^  plac^  of>  his  birth, 
fuivanced  from  Naiflus  through  the  inpulMiains  of  Hss*t 
inus}  [At  HI,  361.  Dec.  u*]  ^i'hen  he  tf^cbed  He^ 
raclea,  all  Coaftantinople  poured  forth  to.njeet  an4 
^ho)d  a  hero,  whole  \)n9xperiepc$d  yoiitl}.  bad  van« 
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qatflisd  tHc^btilsarians  qf  Germ^ay;  ^Bd  ti^d  tra- 
vailed in  a  ifuccefsful  career  jhe  whole  contment  o£ 
Europe,  fram  the  ikore$  of  the  Atlantic  to  thpfeoC 
t&e  Bdphorus. 

'  But  the  vakrttr  and  cmidud:  of  juliap^jn^re  lefs  ap-» 
phtided  than  his  hum4liity»  when  his<  fubjie^s  I?ehel4 
him  in  a  mourning  habit  accompany  the  fuaeral  of  the 
lake  emperctr ;  he  lamented  wjth  tjears  thejo^  of  hKim-* 
periaikiofnan,  While  he  forgot  the  i^juries^  smd  remem^ 
boied  only,  the  obUgaiions  which  he  b^d  ri:^ fsived  from 
the  fon  of  Conftantine.  The.  legions  ;at  Aquileia  wer« 
no  fooner  affurod  of  the  death  of  Conftantius,  than 
tfaey  opened  their  gates,  and  by  facri&cing  their  leaders, 
obtained  an  eafy  pardon  from  Jtulian^  who,  in*t)ie 
tfairty«4ecbQd  year  of  his  age^  acquired  the  nndifturbed 
poffeflioaof  J;h?  Roman  world. 
I  Hie  bour$  of  Julis^,  after  he  afcended  the  throne, 
ufere  f n^^loyed  in  the  diligent  dilcbarge  of  the  duties 
of  his  isxahed  ftatlonj  his  temperance  a^d  chaftity 
never  fuffered  his  body  or  mind  to  be  relaxed  by  fen- 
foal  indulgence^.  A  hafty  dinner  fucceedfd  a  morning 
fpent  in  pubtiQ  bufmefs,  and  ^hile  his  minift^s  retired 
to  reppfe^  the  prince  purfued  in  his  library »  his  iode* 
fatlgat;]d&  ftudi^  The  fqpper  of  the  emperor  was  ftill 
lefs  fubftantial  ths^  his  dinner  ;  after  a  fhort  interval 
of  reft,  he  was  awakened  by  the  entrance  of  frefh  fe* 
cretaries,  who  had  ilept  the  preceding  day ;  and  dif^ 
daining  the  a«iufements  of  the  Circus^  the  philofophiq 
Julian  iieemed  to  confider  every  moment  IpO:,  that  wa^ 
not  devoted  to  the  advantage  of  the  public,  or  tb$ 
Kisiprovement  of  ,his  own  mind; 
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One  oiF  the  firft  and  moft  neceflkry  ads  of  the  gbvern^ 
ment  of  Julian^  was  the  reformation  of  the  imperial 
court.  The  domeftic  crowd  of  the  palace  exeeedod  the 
expenceof  the  legions;  but  in.theextirpatbnof  tbkevil^^ 
the  empefoi^'^i^oceeded  wilh  hafty  aodtnconfida-aiieie- 
verity.  Wi?fcout  atiy  juft,  or  at  tdirft  benevrolent  ^excep*' 
tions  for  the  ag^,  the  fev vices,  or  the  poveorty  of  the 
fdthful^bmeftics  of  the  imperial  family^  by  a  fingle 
edi6:  J-uIian- reduced  to  an  immenfe  d^fertitbe  palace 
of  Conftanttlnople,  and  difmiffed  with  ignominy 4lie 
whole  train  <^f  ^Ikves  and^depenil^ntsv 

Afief  c<)rre&ing  the  abuses,  the  attention  6f  the 
monarch  was  next  diverted  to  punifliing  the  crimes,  of 
his  predeceflbr's  reign.  A  court  of  inqniry'  was  infti-* 
tilted,  cohfiftihg  of  fix  judges  of  the  highefl:  rMik  ta 
the  ftate  and  army.  The  office  of  prefideUt  was  exer.^ 
cifed  by  Salluft,  the  praefe^  <^f  the  eaft,  to  whom 
hereafter  will  be  added  the  furname  of  fecohd^  tadif- 
linguifh  him  from  Sallufl  the  prsefed  of  Gaul.  The 
ferocious  zeal  of  this  tribunal fometimes  included  the' 
innocent  in  the  fentence  of  the  guilty;  but  the  con- 
demnation of  Eufebius,  who  had  long  abufed  the 
favour  of  Conftantius,  and  now  expiated  by  an  igno« 
minous  death  the  cruelty  of  his  fervile  reign,  was 
univerfally  regarded  as  an  a£l  of  juftice. 

The  army  of  fpics  and  informers,  enlifted  byCon* 
ftantius,  was  dilbanded  by  Julian  j  the  philofopher 
could  pardon  the  exprcffions  of  wayward  difcontent, 
and  the  hero  defpifed  the  wild  projects  of  rafli  ambition,^ 
A  citizen  of  Ancyra  had  procured  himfelf  a  purple 
garment  J  the  report  was  carried  to  Julian,  who,  aftev 
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enquiring  into  the  charaSer  of  his  riv^l,  difpatched  the 
ihforaoier  with  a  pa£r  of  purple  ilippers  to  complete  the 
in^derial  habk  of  bis  indiscreet.  fubje£t.  Ten  of  the 
body  guards  of.  the  emperor  had  confpired  his  death;, 
a  moment  of  intoxication  revealed  their  treafonable. 
intenticms,  aiid  Julika  was  contented  with  c9P<3|eai^qg^ 
to  exile  two  H  the^  principal  offenders.  In  the  es««r 
cutioh  of  the  fon  of  Marcellus,  who  faintly  afpired  tp 
eiiiptire^*  Julian,  feems  to  have  forgotten  his  accuftomed^ 
clemency  s  ibrpething  may  be  afcribed  to  perfonal  le^ 
fentment;  the  &ther,  when  general  of  the.cavalryt 
bad  deferted  in  the  Gallic  war  the  ftandard  of  Juliaa, 
and  the  republic;  but  the  diftrefs  of  MarceUus  on: 
the  lofs.  of  his  fon,  reconciled  the  generoua  tamper 
of  the  emperor,  and  by  fubfequent  a£|s  of  Uberality 
he  endeavoured  to  heal  the  wound  he  had  infii&ed. 

A  love  of  freedom  and  an  attention  to  the  form$x>f 
the  republic  are  to  be  difcerned  throughout  tlie  reign  of 
Jidtan  ;  he  abfolutely  refufed  the  title  of  Dominus,  or 
luord ;  and  affiduQuily  cheriflied  the  office  or^ rather  the 
name  of  d>nful :  he  condemned  himfelf  to  pay  a  fine  of 
ten  pounds  for  trefpaffing  on  the  jurifdi&ion  of  another 
.magiftrate,  in  performing  the  manumiilion  of  a  flave  jo, 
the  prefence  of  the  conful ;  and  on  this  occafion  de« 
clared  to  the  world,  that  he  was  fubjedk,  like  the  reft  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  to  the  laws  of  the  republic. 

The  affemblies  of  the  feuate  difplayed  the  abilities 
of  Julian  as  an  orator,  and  his  maxims  as  a  repub- 
lican :   In  thefe  affemblies   he  frequently  delivered  - 
himfelf  in  the  various  drains  of  praife,  of  cenfure,  or 
exhortation }  nor  :»'a^  he  lefs  attentive  to  the  diftribu* 

tion 


tbb  bf  jtiftteei  ' Though  faemighi  havigi  trtifted  1(6  tbe 
illMg^irf  iof  his  Praetoriaii  prasfeds,  t^  ofien:  fmicd- 
ItiMfe^f  by  theiF  fide,  asid  by  fan  penetration.  defcaMiL 
thie  <:hiciiiiery  of  the  advocatej  whd  dsdcavour^ed  toi 
^fguife  the^  tfmh^or  pervi^t  the  iiws.  Titefe  variour 
AuidkKBS  could  mAf  be  dtfckvged  by  :tht  man  .nrho. 
triMted  tA  bknfe^)  eowsige,  wifdo^  and  application  &; 
Kttt  thii  ptrfoiial  tnerir  of  Jbfaan  would  Jkiv^  rsafed  bna 
flt^tfi  any  fl^rioii'}  and'^boitgh  be  po&fTed  ncit  fqmlip 
Aib  cohfumm^ie  ^radetice;  of  Aiigiiftus,  the  mi^iiai*> 
atftihy^f-  l^ajffn,  or  ttas  phikrfophical  virtuqs  of  M«w 
dils 'j^t^nihtts^  yet  be  fuftained  ad? erfity  with  firitmtili^ 
ffibfpii^  ¥rith  di6(kraf ion ;:  and  endeavoured  ft^onghn 
^^^hfe)  ttign^  when  his  virtues  wece  not  douded  b(fi 
(ilithiifia^v  to  Relieve  the  diftrefe  and  iecure  the  ba^ 
pinefe  of  hfe  people^'  ?  . 

-  >Tlre  apdilacy  oiF'  Julian  Has  dbfcinred  the  lufttetof 
JMs  cb^fader }  a  devout  and  fincere  attachment  to  Ab 
gtDds  of  Athens  and  Rottie,  conftknted  the  ruling  ptif^. 
f\oA  of  this  extraordinary  man :  The  influence  of  re^ 
kgibtis  prgudice  was  permitted  to  corrupt  the. powers 
of  an  enlightened  uoderftanding,  and  to  produce  m 
pernicious  effeft  on  the  government  of  the  empre. 

The  caufc  of  this  ifti'aftge  and  fetal  apoftacy  may  be, 
derived  from  the  independent  fpirit  of  Julian,  Wbicb 
refufed  to  yield  to  the  paOive  and  uniefifting  obedience 
i^eqmred,  ih'  the  name  of  religion,  by  the  miaifters 
of  the  church:  the  fcandals  of  the  Arian  controverfy^ 
the  contefts  of  the  eafllern  bUhops,  and  the*  frequenit 
alterations  of  their  creeds,  foon  changed  his  doubts  into 
Invincibie'  ayerfion.     The  elevation  of; his  brqthev 
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G;4tVs;®n]#rged;  his>  frpm  coafipement,  aiijd  allowed 
hjim  tQ  1>reath  .^e  air  .of  freedomj  of  Uteraturo^  an4 
9£  pagaxu^lHif   ^defius^  who  lia4  fixed  his  fcIUHi^  a( 
V^^pWi^^  fyr^ifkHillfd  into  the  mind  of  JuUstfi^  tbt 
4«i^riiicaio£^Pl^tp.i  r)iefis.wfre  afterwards  qonfiriaed 
biy  the  OM^\^fpl  Maximum,  who,  at  Ephefiss,  ie^ 
cf^y  mwud  bk  pypU^  then  in.  the  twentieth  year 
of  his  ^ge* ,  His  refideoce  at  Athens  completed  itbi$ 
^mpatVfal  ailUaAce  of  fuperftitkm  and  philofoj^.^ ' 
,; ,  ]3!u|,:t(ie.  imporfwit  fecret  of  the  apoftacy  of  Juljaft 
was  cautioufly  circulated  among  tli^  adherents  fo£  thd 
^(^ient^Wffj^i|h  :^nd  the  young  prince  confulted  his 
i4f«^y.^y  cariP(£uiiy  opncealing  his  religion.  This  difikmit 
]|^IP9>lafte4abov^  tdHiyearSy  from  his  fecret  ioitiatioa 
9i(.EpW»it.tp.thg  bi^i%«iiig:Qf  the. civil  wai: J  and 
bid  -aryJNrfiiHpi  J0  ^g^hrifti&Aity^^as  eocreafed,  by  Beiag 
«ti«H>€U$dcWc;4mm^t>liCti^TOrfliip  with  a  fe^  he  de* 
%^^  md  fibtwftcdc  ..Bu£cftiU:itcremained.for  Jtiiiaiit 
Z^/2i  V^^^^Ti  lof  j^iUfy  his;  relib()uilhing  a  faiths 
which  .be>h;i4ibjJan^  at  ieaft  exteriially»  ptrofeSed* 
j^mii&i  hh  prepamtioi:]^  for  the  Perfian  war,  he  coai^ 
pofed  that  Wf>Tk  w^ich  contained  the  fubftance  of  the 
a(rgj4men;s:he  ^adfo  long  revojved  in  his  mUid*    The 
^thfiU;  Wi^re  alarmed,  and  the  pagans  derived  from 
tike  petformaoce  of  the  impei^al  p^ofelyte,  a  new  fupir 
p?y  i)|  faUacipus  Qbjedions. 

.  The  Qhriftiws  had  more  to  fear  from  the  power^ 
ihax)  tkt  arguments  of  Julian ;  but  the  prudent  hu^ 
inanity  of  that  prince  extended  to  all  the  inhahUants  of 
t|ie  Roman  world  a  free  toleration.  The  t»ihops  and 
f  letj^y^  who  had  been  baniihed  by  the  Arian  monarch, 
*   .     .  were 
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vere  rcqalkd  from  exile,  while  the  followers  of  P^y- 
^eifm  were  delivered  from  the  vexadons  the^h&dftif- 
tauned  in  the  reign  of  €onftantine.  The  empcrdr 
hnhfetf  affumed,  according  to  the  cuffom  of  his  ^^^ 
deceflbrs,  the  ch^r^dter  of  fuprecne  poatiflf}  and 
casecuted  the  duties  of  the  facred  officd  ^ilh  fnoas  dili- 
gence«'  A-  confiderrfble  part  of  the  revenue  was  coii-» 
fumed  in  procuring  ftatues  for  the  altars*'  of"  the  gods^ 
and  large  fum$  were  fef^aTide  to  repair  and  decorate  the 
aiicieot  temples  which  had  futfered  from  time^  or  been 
n|ored  by  Chriftiati' zeal.  i  .     -  :        /• 

>  Though  Julian  overlooked  the  merit  of  ^htMlbn  cot^ 
flaney,  he  nobly  rewarded  thofe  Oefitiies^VFha  had  pre^ 
ie?r«dt4^ir  god»  to  the  favour  of  the  former  eiAf]!tef*6^ 
nor  xnM  he  indiffsrentuo  the  chricng  df 'the  Chriftfiiiiiiv 
«hb^j)tlf(iently^embric«d^bef  Teligiodi^f  !hei#  f^r^fem  f^ 
TBtieignf  the  treafti»€i»^(]^ith^'&\dSniiin^'en9pit^  fecosNtetl 
Ini.i&%iineQt$,.  aad  'a  feialbj^^ble  cia^i^A6n  Wnfdrred 
foccef^on  a  candidate,  or  6xpikte4  the  goitf  of  iaicrfchilial;^^ 
TbeiHitmaJ  iMfp^rof  thefo)diQr$  PAzAt  hts-aynqdeftfif 
enter  their  it^gtous  t'eneti»  eafyj  and  Ihe^tt^eight  of  art 
arrny^'tn  an  abfolote- government,  rendered  the  pious* 
feduftioo  important.  -  The  legions  of  Gaul  •  devolved 
themfel^  to  the  faitb,  as  well  as  the  fortunes  (if  theh> 
'Yi£tt)iiiotis4eader ;  a^nd,  even'  before  th^  death  of  Con- 
ffantius>   he  had  the  fatisfadion^  of  announcing  td  hid 
friendfi^hat  they  afifted  with  fervent  dievotion^  and  vo- 
racious appetite,  at  the  facrifices  which  were  repeatedly 
efiered  in  his  tamp,  of  whole  hecatombs  of  bit  oxen. 
^  The  reftoratipn  of  the  ancient  temple  of  Jerufalem 
aittraded  the  ambitious  inm4  of  the  emperor.     Tha 
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Xuccefsof  the  undisrtaking  would*  have  been  %  rpdcions 
arguoient  againfl:  the  faith  of  prophecy,  and  the  trath 
of  .ReveliU^n;  AlypJuiSy  wko  had  long  been  honoured 
mih^be^naaieof  friend  by  Julian,  and  whofe  abilities' 
had  beesodifplayed  m  the  adminiftration  of  Britain, 
.received  *a  commiffion  to  rebuild  the  temple  of  Jera- 
ialem,  and  reftore  its  pridine  beauty*    In  this  arduous 
.ta£k,  the  governor  of  Paleftine  was  ordered  to  concur 
and  diligently  afford  his  ftrenuous  fupporn     The  Jews^, « 
in  hopes  at  lad  of  obtaining  the  completion  of  their 
wiilles,  flocked  together  from  every  part  of  the  em- 
pire, and  contributed  their  fortunes  and  labours  to  ac- 
celerate the  defired  event ;  but  the  power  of  a  great 
monarch,  and  the  enthufiafm  of  a  whole  people  weVe 
exerted  in  vain.     Contemporary  writers  have  recorded 
the .  pri»ter*natural  obftacles  which  interrupted    the. 
progrefe  of  the  work;  and  Ammianus  MarceUinu$ 
aflerts,  ^'  That  horrible  balls  of  fire,    breaking  out 
-**  from  the  foundations  with  frequent  and  reiterated 
**  attacks,  rendered  the  place,  from  time  to  time,  in- 
**  acceflible  to  the  fcorched  and  blafted  workmen; 
**  and  the  viftorious  element  continuing  in  this  manner 
V  obftinately  and  refolutely  bent,  as  it  were,,  to  drive 
•*  them  to  a  diftance,  the  undertaking  was  relinquifli- 
•*  ed."    It  remains  however  to  obferve,  the  reftoration 
of  the  temple  of  Jerufalenx  was.attempted  within  the  laft 
fix  months  of  the  life  of  Julian,  and  while  that  prince 
w^s  abfent,  engaged  in  the  Perfian  war. 

Though  the  emperor  maintained  the  freedom  of  re- 
ligious worfliip,  yet  he  conftantly  diftingui.flied  the 
pagan^  by  his  favour  and  friendfhip^^  and  conQdered 
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tlic  Cbrffiiaiis  as  oiily'enfitfed  to'^Ws  judic(j/ '  ife  p<^ 
licy  was  exerted  to  deprived  themnolp  n^mpdtraflf'hotiours 
and  advantages ;  he  prcftrfbtted  theiti,tff6tt-^)ea9iiifg 
in  fchools,  the  arts  of  grammar  and  rhetoA::  -he  it- 
■moved  the  greateft  part  of  the  Chrifttan  ofBcets  ^rdik 
iheir  employments  in  the  ftate  and  army;   he  co!i* 
demned  them  to.  reftore  the  pagan  temples,,  which- 
they  had  deRroyed  in  the  preceding  reign )  and  eri-. 
couragcd  the  populace  to  infult  thofe  whom  he  appa- 
rently afFeGed  to  proteft.  '  ^ 
In  a  tumult  at  Alexandria,  the  Arian  primate' <5f 
'that  city  had  been  maffacred.     The  lenity  of  Jufiah 
could  eafily  pardon  th^  murder  of  a  Chriftian  bifltbj?; 
but  he  regarded  not  with  the  fame  complacency  the 
return  of  Aihanafius  j  who,  on  the  deftruftion  of  Ms 
•  unworthy  competitor/  had  agaiil  feated  himfelf:  on  k 
throne,  from  which  he  had  •been  fo  dfteri  expelled. 
The  emperor  denied  that  the  Galilaeans,  though  re- 
called by  his  edift  from  exile,  were  reftored  by  that 
indulgence  to  their  refpeftive  churches ;  and  he  ex- 
prefTed  hts  aftonilhment,  that  a  criminal  fo  frequentfy 
condemned  by  his  predecefTors,  fliould  dare  to  ufurp 
the  archiepifcopal  throne,  without  awaiting  the  deter* 
ruination  of  his  Sovereign. "  Athanafius  was  once  more 
T>anilhed  from  the  city  j  and  the  inflexible  perfecution 
which  Julian  adopted,  betrays  his  opinion  of  the  aW* 
lities  and  courage  of  the  primate  ;  who,  perhaps,  only 
avoided  death*  by  prudently  retiring  to  the  monafterics 
of  the  defert. 

'*    Although  the  perfecution  of  Athanafius  reflefts  diP* 
grace  on  the  philofophical  charafter  of  Julian,  yet  & 
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muft  be  acknowledged,  the  z^l  and  imprudence  of 
the  Chriftiana  too  often  provoked  (he  jufl:  indignattan 
of  the  emperor ;  iticy  rejefted  the  refignation  of  the 
primitive  difciples>  infinuated  the  poffibility  of  refifl:* 
ance,  and  not  unfreqaently  overturned  the  alters  of 
the  deities  he  adored,  in  the  very  preience  of  the  fov6« 
'Hagn.  Had  the  Emperor  returned  viftorious  from  t& 
Perfian  war,  it  is  probable  he  would  not  long  hiyc 
adhered' to  the  moderate  fyftem  he  had  liitherto  aSed- 
ed ;  the  honour  of  his  gods  might  have  prevaihd 
c^er  dis  prudence :  but  the  church  was  too  firmly  efta- 
bKlhed  by  Gonftantine,  to  be-  fubvefted  by  JuHatr, 
iimhout  involving  the  empire  in  all  the  calamities  of  t 
civil  war.  .      - 


>    .     ■»   ' 
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CHAPTEK    XVI..  ' 

.IXPEDITJON  OF  JULIAN  AGAINST  TH]^. PERSIANS—RETREAT 
AND  DEATH  OF  JULIAN— ELECTION  OF  JOVIAN— HE  SAV^ 
THE  ROMAN  ARMY  BY  A  DISGRACEFUL  TREATY. 

.In  an  ekgant  fable  which  Julian  Gompofecl  under  ^tbe 
naihe  of  The  Caefars,  the  former  emperors  are  intro- 
duced with  Alexander  the  Great,  contending  befpte 
the  gods  for  a  celeftial  crown,  the  reward  of  fuperior 
merit.  The  prize  is  afligned  to  the  mild  virtues  of 
Marcus  Antoninus :  but  though  Julian  in  his  writings 
might  commend  the  philofophical  charafter  of  Marcus, 
in  his  adions  he  was  ambitious  to  emulate  the  martial 
glory  of  the  fon  of  Philip.  Poffeffed  of  the  full  powers 
of  mind  and  body,  be  was  defirous  to  fignalize  his 
retgn  by  fome  fplendid  military  atchievements.  By 
the  nations  of  the  weft  he  was  already  feared  and  re-^ 
fped;ed ;  the  additional  fortifications  he  had  con- 
ftrufled ;  and,  the  terror  of  his  name,  fufEciently  fe- 
cured  the  Thracian  and  lUyrian  frontiers.  The  ambaf- 
fadors  of  the  eaft,  from  the  continent  of  India  and 
the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  had  congratulated  his  accefBon  to 
the  tlwone.  The  fucceffor  of  ^Cyrus  and  Artexerxies 
was  a  rival  worthy  his  arms ;  and  he  determined  to 
chaftife  the  haughty  Perfian,  who  had  fo  long  braved 
the  power  and  majefty  ©f  Rome, 

When 
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When  Sapor  was  inforraed-that  the  fceptre  of  Rome 
was  wielded  by  a  young  and  vidoripus  monarch,  he 
condefcendedto  make  overtures  of  peace.  With  a  fmile 
of  contempt,  the  emperor  returned  for  anfwer.  That 
it  was  needlefs.to  treat  by  ambaifadors,  as  he  himfetf  • 
had  determined  fpeedily  to  vifit  the  court  of  Perfia. 
Ardent  in  all  his.  undertakings,  Julian  urged  with  di- 
ligence the  military  preparations,  [a.  d.  ^fii.'l  A 
confiderablearmy  was  formed,  the  generals  appointed  ; 
and  marching  from  Conftantinople  through  Afia  Mi- 
nor, the  emperor  arrived  at  Anrioch,  eight  months 
after  the  death  of  his  predeceffor.  The  necefGty  of 
regulating  the  ftate  of  the  empire,  reiloring  the  wor- 
Ihip  of  the  gods,  recruiting  the  ftrength  of  the  Gallic, 
and  confirming  the  difcipline  of  the  eaftern^  legions, 
controlled  the.  impatience  of  the  prince  to  march  into 
the  heart  of  Perfia;  he  was  perfuaded  to  fix  his  refi- 
dence  at  Antioch,  a  city  "whofe  effeminate  amufements 
and  licentious  manners  foon  difgufted  the  hero  and  the 
philoXopher.       .  - 

If  the  luxurious  enjoyments  of  the  citizens  of  An- 
tioch difpleafed  the  rigid'fioic,  thefe  delicate  natives  of 
the  eaft  were  not  difpofed  to  (:ontemplate  with  refpedt 
the  ruftic  appearance,  coarfe  habit,  and  frugal  fare  of 
the  Roman  emperor.  The  games  of  the  theatre  and 
circus,  which  he  defpifed,  formed  the  glory  and  hap* 
pinefs  of  Antioch ;  and  the  majority  of  the  people, 
who,  though  they  neglefted  the. moral  precepts,  were 
attache4  to  the  fpeculative  doflrines  of  chriftianity, 
regarded  with  averfion  and  horror,*  the  perfon,  pur- 
fuit#,  and  principles  pf  the  apoftate.  <  Even  the  Arians 

Vol..  I.       '  T  and 
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and  Athanafians  feemed  for  a  momem  to  raiounce/ 
their  charaderiftic  oppofitioti)  and  to  be  a£luated  with* 
the  fame  pious  hatred  againft  their  common  adver(ary. 
The  inclemency  of  the  feftfon  had  aflPeded  the  har<- 
vefts  of  Syria,  and  a  fcarcity  of  com  increafed  the 
public  difcpntent.  When  the  citizens  complained  of 
the  high  price  of  fifli  and  poultry,  the  emperor  de- 
clared, that  a  frugal  city  ought  to  be  fatibfied  with  a 
regular  fapply  of  wine,  oil,  and  bread:  but  hecon- 
feffed  it  was  the  duty  of  the  fovereign  to  provide  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  his  fubjefts.  With  this  view,  he 
publiflied  an  inconfiftent  edid,  commanding  corn  to 

.  be  fold  at  the  fame  price  as  in  years  of  plenty  j  afjid 
that  his  example  might  ftrengthen  the  laws,  from 
Hierapols,  Chalcis,  and  Egypt,  he  brought  into  the 
market  twenty-two  thoufand  meafures*  This  wheat 
was   immediately  purchafed  by  the  rich  merchants: 

,  the  public  diftrefs  continued  ;  but  Julian,  fatisfied  with 
his  own  policy,  treated  the  complaints  of  the  people 
as  a  vain  and  ungrateful  murmur*     The  remonftrance 

'  of  the  municipal  fenate  ferved  only  further  to  exalperate 

,  him ;  he  was  convinced  the  fenators,  who  poffeffed 
lands,  or  were  concerned  in  trade,  had  contributed  by 
artful  monopolies  to  increafe  the  calamities  of  the 
country  ;  and  the  difrefpeftful  boldnefs  of  their  laa- 
guage  was  attended  by  the  commitment  of  the  whole 

^  body  to  prifon.  Before  evening  the  humanity  of  th$ 
emperor  prevailed  over  his  refentment ;  the  guards 
were  removed,  and  they  were  permitted  to  retire  t6 
their  refpective  houfes*  The  offence  was  forgiven,  but 
the  citizens  of  Antioch  never  forgot  the  punifhment.  ^ 
2  .    The 
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The  wit  and  levity  of  the  Syrian  Greeks  embraced 
the  opportunity  of  the  licentious  days  of  the  Saturnalia 
to  avenge  their  grievances.  The  ftreets  refounded 
with  fongs,  which  ridiculed  the  laws,  the  religion, 
the  conduft,  and  even  the  beard  of  the  emperor* 
Thefe  compoiitions  were  introduced  by  the  connivance 
of  the  magiflrates,  and  accompanied  by  the  applatife 
of  the  multitude.  We  cannot  but  admire  the  inoffen-* 
five  retaliation  of  Julian.  He  might  havp  abandoned 
Antioch  to  the  luft,  rapacity,  and  cruelty  of  the  Gallic 
legions;  he  might,  with  more  propriety,  have  de-^ 
prived  the  capital  of  the  eafl:  of  its  privileges  pnd  hot 
nours.  He  had  been  mfulted  by  fatires  and  libels  j  in 
his  turn  he  corapofed,.  under  the  title  of  The  enemy  of 
the  Beard,  an  ironical  confeflion  of  his  own  faults, 
and  a  fevere  invective  againft  the  effeminate  manners 
of  Antioch.  This  lingular  performance  remains  a 
monument  of  the  wit,  refentment,  humanity,  and  in*, 
difcretion  of  Julian ;  who  afterwards,  renouncing  An^ 
tioch,  declared  his  refolution  to  pafs  the  enfuing  winter 
at  Tarfus  in  Cilicia. 

Yet  Antioch  could  boaft  of  one  citizen,  whofe 
virtues  and  abilities  commanded  the  efteem  of  the  em- 
peror. The  fophift  Libanius  was  early  diftinguifhed 
by  his  fuperiority  in  the  arts  of  rhetoric  and  declama- 
tion. The  preceptors  of  Julian  had  extorted  a  rafli 
affurance,  which  ferved  to  inflame  his  curiofity,  that 
he  would  never  attend  the  lectures  of  their  adverfary: 
he  fecretly  procured  the  writings^  imitated  the  ftyle, 
and  when  he  afcended  the  throne,  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  rewarding  the  Syrian  fophift.    Libanius,  in- 

T  %  ftead 
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ftead  of  joining  the  crowd,  calmly  expefted  the 'arrival 
of  Julian  at  Antioch,  and  difclaimmg  the  favours  of 
the  prince,  maintamed  the  chara6ler  of  an  independent 
philofopher. .  Julian,  who  difdained  the  panegyrics  of 
a  venal  court,  was 'flattered  by  the  praife,  aod  Uftened 
to  the  admonitions  of  the  fophift  of  AntioCh,  who  re- 
fufed  his  favpurs,  loved  his  perfon,  and  protected  h\% 
memory.         *    '  .  '        ,  > 

'  A,  D.  ^6^.  March  5.]'  In  the  beginning  of  the 
fpring  the  emperor  took  the  field,  and  directed  his 
march  towards  the  confines  of  Perfia.  The  fcnate  of 
Aleppo,  whom  he  had  the  mortification  to  find  almod 
cntifftly  Chriftians,  received  with  cold  refpeft  the  dif- 
ciple  of  Paganifm ;  at  Batnse,  a  fmall  town  about 
twenty  miles  from  Hierapolis,  the  rites  of  facrifice. 
were  decently  prepared  ;  but  the  tumultuous  applaufe. 
of  the  inhabitants  too  plainly  difcovered  their  condu^* 
proceeded  from  deference  to  the  fovereign,  rathe^: 
than  devotion  to  the  gods.  '  ^ 

'  From  Hierapolis,  fituated  almofl:  on  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  and  the  general  rendezvous  for  the  . 
Roman  troops,  the  impatient  emperor  advanced^  in 
fourfcore  miles  to  Carrhse,  an  ancient  city  of  Mefo- 
potamia.  The  halt  of  a  few  days  was  employed  in 
devout  offerings  in  the  temple  of  the  Moon,  and  im« 
menfe*  preparations  for  the  Perfian  war,  Carrhae  is  ^ 
the  point  of  feparation  of  two  great  roads ;  and  Juliaa 
Could  no  longer  conceal,  whether  it  was  his  defign^  ta 
invade  the  dominions  of  Sapor  on  the  fide  of  the  Ti*. 
gris,  or  the  Euphrates., 


^ 
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f  An  army  of  thirty  riidnfand  men  Ws  detached  an-* 
der  the.a>minand  of  Prbcopius  and  Sebaftian ;  thefe 
v'ere  to  dired  their  inarch  to  Nifibis,  fecure  the  fronrtfer, 
and  then  pafs  the  Tigris.  After  ravaging,  the "diftrifts 
of  Media  and  Adiafaene^  Julian  imagined  that  they 
might  arrive-under  the  walls  of  Ctefiphon  about  the 
iame  time  tfaat.he  himfelf,  advancing  along  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates,  fliould  befiege  the  Perfian  capitals 
The  fuccefs  of  this  plan  depended  on  the  powerful 
affiftance  of 'the  king  of  Armenia:  but  the  feeble 
Tiranus,  who  then  filled  the  Armenian  throne,  was 
averfe  to  any  enterpriferof  danger  and  glory.-  He  dif- 
guifed.his  tin^dity  by  the.  language,  of  religion  and 
gratitude  ;  he  expreffed  his  attacHmenf -to  th^  memory 
of  Conftahtius,  and  maintained  a  *coid  referve  towards 
his  former  competitor;  he  reigned  over  a  nation  of 
chriftians,  and  was  reftrained  by  confcicnce  from 
contributing  to  viftories,  which  might  prove  fatal  to 
the  church.  Theepiftleof  Julian,*who  treated  the  king 
of  Armenia  as  his  flave,  ferved  further  to  alienate  the 
mind  of  Tiranus,  who,  confcious  of  his  royal  defcent 
from  the  Arfacides,  received  with  fecret  indignation 
the  imperial  mandate. 

The  Roman  legions,  which,  to  divert  the  alttention 
of  Sapor,  had  pointed  towards  Nifibis  and  th^Tigris, 
fuddenly  wheeled  to  the  left,  traverfed  the  phin  dF 
Carrhae,  arrived  the  third  day  oii  the  banks  of  the 
Euphrates,  and  purfuing  the  winding  courfe  of  that 
river,  after  marching  ninety  miles,,  difcovered  Circe- 
iium,  the  extreme  limit  of  the  Roman  dominions^ 
The  army  of  Julian  was  the  moft  numerous  that  any 
.     •       ■  -         Ts'  .of 
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.  of  the  Caefarfe  had  ever  led  agatnft  Pcrfiia ;  it  jconfifted 
of  fixty.five  thoufand  well-difcipfined  fdldier$>  1  for- 
midftbie  body  of  Scythian  auxiliaries,  and  feveral  tribes 
of  Saracens,  or  Arabs^  A  fleet  of  eleven  hundred 
ihips  navigating  the  Euphrates,  attended  the  motions 
and  fupplied  the  wants  of  the  army  :•  A  large.magazine 
of  bifcuit  and  vinegar  was  provided  for  the  tife  of  the 
foldiers ;  bi>t  the  indulgence  of  wine  wras  ftriftly  pro* 
hibiied.  On  the  Romans  paffing  over  the  river  Cha» 
boras,  which  feparates  the  two  mighty  empires,  Julian, 
adapting  the  manner  of  the  ancient's,  animated  the 
legions  in  an  eloquent  oration ;  This  wasfucceeded  by 
'  a  donative  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  pieces  of  filvcr 
.  to  every  foldier  1  and  the  bridge  of  the  Chaboras  was 
inftantly  cut  away,  to  convince  the  troops  their  fafety 
was  to  depend  on  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms,  [a.  d. 
363,  April  7th.]  But  to  repel  any  attacks  from  the 
hoftile  Arabs,  Julian,  by  a  detachment  of  four  thou* 
fand  men,  augmented  to  ten  thoufand  the  garrifon  of 
the  fortrefs  of  Circefium* 

On  the  Romans  entering  the  country  of  the  enemy, 
the  order  of  march  was  difpofed  into  three  columns. 
The  ftrength  of  the  infantry,  in  the  centre,  was  com- 
manded by  their  mafter-general  Viftorj,  Nevjtta,  on 
the  right,  led  a  column  of  legions  along  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  and  almoft  in  figlit  of  the  fleet;  on 
the  left,  the  army  was  protected  by  the  cavafry,  under 
the  orders  of  Arinthasus  and  Hormifdas.  The  latter 
^  Perfian  prince  of  the  race,  of  the  Saflanides,  had  et 
caped  from  prifon  to  the  court  of  Conftantine;  and 
Jiaying  raifed  hirnf^lf,  though  a  Chriftian,  by  his  va- 
lour 
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lour  and  fidelity  to  the  firft  honours  of  the  Roman 
fervice,  convinced  his  country  how  dangerous  the  re- 
fentment  of  an  injured  fubjed  might  prove.  A  flying 
detachment,  under  the  dire£lions  of  Lucilianus  ob« 
ferved  the  fignals,  and  conveyed  the  intelligence,  of 
faoftile  approadi.  Digalaiphus  and  Secundinu^  con« 
du&ed  the  near  guard*  The  baggage  was  difpofed  in 
the  intarvals  of  the  columns,  and  the  lipe  of  march 
extended  almofi  ten  miles.  The  ordinary  poft  of  Ju- 
lian was  at  the  ;bead  of  the  <:entre  column ;  but  .#fcorte4 
by  a  fmall  body  of  cavalry,  he  rapidly  moved- to  what-* 
ever  part  his  prcfeftce  could  inimate  or  proteft, 
-;  The  warlike  inhabitants  of  Anatbo,  a  city  of.  twqi 
kmg  ftreets^  which  inclofe  a  fmall  ifland  in  the 
midft,  and  twofpot£.on  either  iide,  of  the  Euphrates, 
vere.  diverted  from  their  laitentions  of  oppofing  the 
emperor  by  the  exhortations  of  Hormifdas,  and  the 
txrvm  of  the  approaching  fleet.  But  the  impregnable 
jfortrefs  of  Thilutha  was  pafled  with  the  vain  infult 
from  the  invader,  that  when  he  had  fubdued.jtie  in- 
lerior  proytnas  of  Perfia,  Thilutha  would  no  longer 
refufe  Jto  grace  the  triumph  of  the  conqueror.  The  , 
inhabitants  of  the  open  towns,  uqable  to  refiA,  fled 
with  precipitation.  During*  the  march,  the  Surenas, 
or  Perfian  general,  inceflantly  hovered  round  the  army, 
and  the  valiant  Hormifdas,  with  fbme  difficulty,  ef- 
caped  from  the  ^enemy ;  but  the  country  became  every 
inftant  lefs  favourable  to  cavalry,  and  the  Romans  in 
fifteen  days  reached  Macepra£la,  about  three  hundred  * 
miles  from  the  fortrefs  of  Gircefium. 

T  4  ^  Aflyria, 


48o  .DfiCLlNE   AND  FAtt  t>?    ' 

^  Aflyria/ which  ftrietched  beyond  the  Tigris  as  faf 
as  the  mountaitis  of  Media^  and  extended  about  four 
hundred  nviles  from  the  ancient  wall  of  Maceprada  to 
the  ferritory  of  Bafra,  was  devoted  by  Julian  to  the 
calamities  of  war.  The  Aflyrians,  by  deftroyirig  the 
dams  of  their  rivers,  had  rendered  the  roads  almoft 
impaffable ;  but  the  pcrfeVerance  of  the  legionaries 
overcame  every  difficulty:  the  example  of  Julian  ani- 
mated his  foldiers  to  endure  toil  as  well  asi  danger; 
the  damage  was  repaired^  and  the  waters  reftored  to 
their  former  channeL  j     I 

Two  cities^pf  Affyria  had  the  prefumption  to  refiit 
the  Roman  arms.  Perifabor,  a1x)ut  fifty  miles  from 
Ctefiphon,  rejefted'ihe  advice  of  Hormifdas  with  con- 
tempt; in  two  day^s/thetown  was  deftroyed^  and  the 
citadel  furjendered  :  the  feeble  remnant  of  a  flouriih^ 
ing  people  was  permitted  to  retire,  the  magazines  of 
arms  and  furniture  were  diftributed  among  the  troops, 
and  the  ufelefs  {lores  were  confumed  by  fire^  or  thrown 
into  the  Euphrates.  /  *. 

Tbe-fortrefs  of  Maogapaalcha  threatened  a  more 
formidable  refiftance,  and  feemed  to  have  been  con- 
>ftru6led  as  the  fafeguard  of  the  capital  of  Perfia,  from 
which  it  was  only  eleven  miles  diftant.'  A'mineuwas 
carried  on  under  the  foundations  of  the  walls  j,  jand 
.while  the  garrifon,'  from-  their  rampatts,  affured  Julian 
he  might  afcend  to  the  ftarry  jnanfion  q{  Ormufd  ber 
fore  he  could  take  :Maogan\alcha,  the  city  was  already 
iakcn.  The  troops  who  defended,  it  were  diftrafted 
yrith  various  feigned  attacks }  and  a  fele(l  detachpieq^t 
^        ,  \  Ji     :  iffuing. 
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tffuiflg  from  the  mine^  afcendedJntoa  defertedtowert 
the  aftoniflied  garrifon  aband9iied  the\wafl8,  the  gatei 
were  opene<J,:and  the  revenge  of  the  foldier  was  fati- 
ated  by  an :  undiftinguifliing  malTacre.  The  fortifica* 
tions  were  razed  to  the  ground,  and  not  a  veftige  was 
left  that  the  city  of  Maogamalcha  ever.cxifte^v  -;.  .  n.  > 

The  virtues  of  Julian  were  confpicuouflydHplay^ 
during  the  whole  of  the  expedition.  The  qualities  of 
temperance  and  fobriety  were"^  become  habitual  to. him  ; 
he  affumed  a  ftern  dominion  over  his  appetites,-  and 
preferved  his  chaftity  pure  and  inviolate :  nor  was^he 
betrayed  by  curofity  even  into  a  vifit  to  his  female  cap*-  r. 
jives,  whpfe  exquifite  beauty  would  have  been,  with-  .. 
put  reludlance  fubmitted  to  his  embrace.  In  every  . 
.  jdanger  he  wjas  foremoft,  in  every  labour  inofl:  affiduousi 
thfough  the  ffat^and  flooded  country ^be  marched ^ 
foot, at  the  head  of  his  legions;^  and^the  imperial  piir- 
ple.w^as  frequently  wet  and  dirty;  as  the  coarfe  garment 
of  the  meaneft  foldier.  When  he  ftood  near  the  city 
of  Perifabor  he  was  s^lmoft  overwhelmed  by  a  fudden 
ihower  of  darts  ind  ftpnes  ;  and  as  he  exami/ied  the 
fortifications  of  Maogamalcha,  two  Perfians^,  ruflied 
upon  him  with  drawn  fabres  ;  he  fuftained  their.ftrofces 
on  a  ihield,  and  >;«^ith  hisfword  laid  one  dead;  s^tr his 
feet.  His  own  example  enabled  him  to  reftore  among 
the  troops  the  feverity  of  ancient  difcipline. ,  Three 
iquadrons,.  who, in  a  fkirmijfh  with  the  Surenas  had 
mifbehaved  and  loft  their  ftandards,  were  puni(hed  with 
ignominy  or  death ;  but  hi$  grmnefs  was  more  fe-, 
verely  exercifed  by  the  avarice  of  his  army,  who  com- 
|>lained  the  donative  of  one  hundred  pieces  of  filver 
I  .    .  i.  .  ,  .on  - 
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on  the  taking  of  Maogamalcha  was  inadequate  to  their 
fervices.  *'  Riches,'*  exclaimed  the  indignant  em- 
peror, **  are  the  objeft  of  your  defires ;  thofe  riches 
•*  are  in  the  bands  of  the  Perfians,  and  the  fpoils  of 
*^  this  fruitful  country  are  propofed  as  the  prize  of  your 
**  valour  and  dicipline.  Believe  me,  the  Roman  re- 
**  public,  which  formerly  poffeffed  fuch  immenfe  trea- 
**  fures,  is  reduced  to  want  and  wretchednefs,  fince 
*'  our  princes  have  been  perfuaded  to  purchafe  with 
•*  gold  the  tranquillity  of  the  barbarians.  But,  conti^ 
*^  nued  Julian,  if  you  will  raflily  perfift,  if  you  are 
•*  determined  to  renew  the  fliameful  and  mifchiev^ut 
**  examples  of  old  fcdition^,  proceed — As  it  becomes 
*'  art  emperor  who  has  filled  the  firft  rank  among  men, 
**  I  am  prepared  to  die,  ftanding ;  and  to  defpife  a 
**  precarious  life,  which,  every  hour,  may  depend  on 
**  an  accidental  fever."  His  manly  refolution  com- 
manded the  inftant  obedience  of  the  foldiers,  and 
their  courage  was  kindled  by  his  iafleverations,  **  So 
**  may  I  reduce  the  Perfians  under  the  yoke  :  Thus 
**  may  I  rcftore  the  ftrength  and  fplendour  of  the  re-^ 
*^  public/*  A  defire  of  fame  was  the  ruling  paflion  of 
Julian  }  but  it  was  not  till  he  had  buried  Maogamalcha 
in  ruins,  that  he  faid,  **  We  have  now  furniihed  fome 
**  materials  for  the  fophift  of  Antioch." 

The  obftacles  which  prefented  themfelve$  in  forming 
;thcfiegeof  Ctefiphon  were  numerous  and  formidable* 
The  forts  which  furrounded  that  city,  and  might  have 
embarraflTed  the  motions  of  the  Romans,  were  ftormed 
by  the  valour  of  the  legionaries.  A  canal  dug  by 
Trajan,  but  long  choaked  and  almoft  obliterated,  was 

reftored 


THE    ROMAN   EMPIRE.  483 

teftored  by  Julian ;  and  the  fleet,  avoiding  the  barri^ts 
with  which  the  Perfians  had  obftrufted  the  pafiage  of 
the  river,  failed  iii  triumph  through  the  copious  chanf** 
nel,  and  entered  the  Tigris. 

To  tranfport  the  Roman  army  over  this  riv^r  was 
an  enterprife  of  lefs  toil,  but  of  more  danger ;  the 
ftream  was  broad  and  rapid,  and  the  entrenchments  on 
the  oppofite  bank  lined  with  a  numerous  army.  The 
expedient  by  which  he  hoped  to  furmount  this  diffi- 
culty, Julian  concealed  to  the  la  ft  moment,  even  from 
his  own  generals.  Under  pretence  of  examining  the 
ftotes  fourfcore  barks  were  unladen :  a  feleft  de- 
tachment was  ordered  to  ftand  t6  their  arms  oA  the 
firft'fignal ;  and  after  confuting  the  day  in  the  cele- 
bration of  military  games,  the  emperor  at  fupper  in- 
formed his  officers,  that  he  had  fixed  that  night  for 
the  paflage  of  the  Tigris :  their  remoi^rances  were 
ineffedual.  The  fir  ft  veffels  were  fired  by  the  enemy 
in  attempting  to  land  ;  and  Julian,  who,  when  he  he^ 
held  the  flame  on  the  oppofite  fide,  underftood  the 
danger,  converted  it  into  a  prefage  of  vidory.  **  Oiir 
>*  fellow- foldiers,"  he  eagerly  exclaimed,  **  are  already 
,  ■*'  matters  of  the  bahk  ;  fee  !  they  make  the  appoin)ted 
^*  fignal ;  let  us  haften  to  emulate  and  affift  their  cou- 
**  rage.*'  The  united  weight  of  the  fleet  broke  the 
•violence  of  the  current ;  they  reached  the  oppofite 
fliore  with  fuflicient  fpeed  to  refcue  their  companions  ^ 
they  climbed  the  fteep  bank  amidft  a  fliower  of  darts 
and  ftones,  and  ftood  viftorious  on  the  rampart. 
,  The  troops^  by  the  flcill  and  experience  of  Julian,  were 
•foon  formed  into  an  order  of  battle  j  an  obftinate 

engage- 
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cogagefneftt  was  maintained  for  twelve*  hours,  rfid^ 
gradual  retr^t  of  thq  Perfians  was  changed  into  a 
diforderly  flight,  of  which  the  (harnefiil  example  was 
given  by  the  Surenas  himfelf*  The  Roma^s^in  this 
ftftion  afcknowkdged  only  the  lofs  of  feventy-five,mea, 
an^  afSrmed  the  barbarians  had  I^fr  On  the  field  of 
J>attk  fix  thoqfand  of  their  braveft  foldier^. 
J  But  .the  profperity  of  Julian,  which  hitherto  had 
^ow.ed  'm\  an  uninterrppted  tide,  bfegan  now  to  ebb; 
while  ho, r^y^ged  the  ?t'djaiQent  cduptrypf  Ctdiphon, 
be  yaiftl^'  exp^^ed^  the  !)un6^ion  of  ,Pro^opius  and^  Se^ 
hiSt^i  r!ivhof(f  piit^hjie^hoped  wcMjld.have  been  exet 
<ute(i  wi^  th^i^t^d  fuccefs  and  diligence  as  his  own: 
ihefe  expectations  were  difappoint^  by  th^  diffenti^iit 
iof.  the  two  generals,  and; by  the  treachery  of  the;  A^ 
meman  king,  who  withdrew,  his  troops  from  the  camp 
>f  tbo; Romaa^.      :  ..  .     :  '  ^  r* 

^  W^en  Julilin  was  compelled  to  abandon  all  hopes  of 
.this  r^fofc^ent,  he  determined,  after  confulting 
Ijis  ^g^n^raU,  to  relinquifli  the  fiege  of  Ctefiphon; 
.^ett^^hc  rejeded  with  difdain  the  offers  of  a  negociatfbn 
cf  pe^ce*  Sapor,  accuftomed  to.  the  irrefoluticm:  of 
^Gopilantius,  was  furprifed  at  the  firK^^qeA  and  diligence 
i>f  his:  fucceilbr :  his  own  forces  frq^  the  diil^t  pro^ 
'ViHces  could  be  but  Jdbwly  affenjbled  )  an|t,'  before  he 
;COold  lead  arU  army  Ijito  the  ^eld^  jM  t^ehjeld  .the  devalP* 
tation  of  Aflfyria }:  his  pride:  was  t^itlbled^  a  minifter  of 
rank  and  confeq^epce  was  ditpatc;h6d,  under  pretence 
.of  private  buj^ners,  to  He^'njifdas,  ,to  requefl  sn  in- 
troduftion  to  the  emperor.  Julian  was  inflexible;  but 
;he  dcfired  Hqrmifdas  to  difn^ifs  the  minifter  privately, 
.  '  left 
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left  the  lidpe  of  an  honourable  peace  might  cool  the 
ardour  of  the  troops. 

From  the  walls  of  Cteiiphon  the  emperor  marched 
to  feek  the  army  of  the  Perfian  monarch,  -and,  no 
longer  confining  himfelf  to  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  or 
Euphrates,  determined  to  advance  into  the  inland 
provinces :  in  this  refolution  he  was  confirmed  by  a 
Perfian  nobleman,  who,  to  ferve  his  couritry,  aflumed 
the  appearance  of  a  fugitive.  In  vain  did  the  expe-/ 
rienced  Hormifdas  urge  his  fufpicions;  the  credulous 
Julian,  by  the  advice  of  the  traitor,  iffued  an  hafty 
order  to  deftroy  the  whole  of  his  navy;  and  after 
referving  a  fupply  of  provifions  for  twenty  days, 
eleven  hundred  veffels  with  their  (lores  were  conimitted 
to  the  flames.  The  murmurs  of  the  foHiers,  on  this 
occafion,  feem  to  impeach  the  judgment  of  the  gene- 
ral; but' let  us  recolleft  that  a  fimilar  conduft  in 
Agathocles  and  Cortez  was  crowned  jwritb  fuc^efs,  and 
has  been  attended  by  applaufe. 
;  ITie  deftruftion  of  his  maga:5ines  compelled  Julian 
to  feek  fubfiftence  in  the  fertile  region  between  the 
river  Tijgris  and  the  mountains  of  Media.  But  on  the 
approach  of  the  Roman  army,  the  inhabitants  deferted 
the  open  villages ;  the  cattle  was  driven  away,  the 
corn  ahd  grafs  were  confumed  with  fire,  and  the  em-^ 
peror  was  foon  reduced  to  the  fcanty  ftock  he  had  pre-* 
ferved  from  the  deflruftion  of  his  ftores :  before  this 
was  entirely  expended  he  might  hope  to  reach  by  hafty 
marches  the  wealthy  and  defencelefs  cities  of  Ecbatana^ 
or  Sufa;  but  the  ignorance  or  treachery  of  the  guides, 
deprived  him  of  this  refource,  and  the  Romans  wan« 
^        -*  dered 
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dered  feveral  days  to  the  eaftward  of  Bagdad.  The 
Perfian,  whole  counfels  had  proved  fo  fatal,  escaped 
from  the  camp>  and  his  followers  were  compelled  by 
tortures  to  reveal  the  fecret  of  his  perfidy.  The  vaiar 
dreams  of  conqueft  vaniflied  from  the  anxious  miad 
of  Julian,  and  he  embraced  the  refolution  of  endea- 
vouring, to  fave  the  army  by  a  rapid  movement  towards 
Corduene,  a  fertile  province,  which  acknowledged 
the  dominion  of  Rome ;  the  fignal  of  retreat  waS; 
given  fevfgnty  days  after  he  pafled  the  Chaboras  ^ith- 
fanguine  expeftations  of  fubverting  the  Perfian  mo* 
narchy. 

While  the  Romans  advanced  into  the  country  they 
had  been  inceffantly  harrafled  by  bodies  of  cavalry^ 
who,  however,  mantained  a  cautious  diftance;  but 
the  moment  the  legions  began  to  retire  toward  the 
Tigris,  they  w^ere  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  more 
formidable  detachments,,  and  foon  found  themfelves 
furrounded  by  an  army  of  ferfians, commanded  by 
Meranes,  an  of&cer  of  ability  and  experience,  accompa- 
nied by  two  Ibns  of  the  great  king.  In  repeated  charges 
thePerfians  were  conftamly  repulfed,  and  the  aOiion  of 
Maronga  was  attended  by  a  confiderable  flaughter  of 
the  barbarians,  though  atchieved  by  almod  an  equal 
lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  viaorious  legions.  But  the  in^ 
vincible  enemies  of  the  Romans,  were  famine  and  the 
cKraate;  the  former  was  vainly  attempted  to  be  re- 
lieved by  Julian,  who  diftributed  the  provifions  of  the 
imperial  houfehold,  and  contented  himfelf  with  thcj 
fare  of  the  common  foldi'ers.  The  fultry  heat  of  an 
Aflyrian  fummer  oppreffed  the  hardy  veterans,  accuf- 

tomed 
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tomed  to  the  cold  regions  of  Gaul  and  Germany,  the 
mod  gloomy  apprehenfions  were  entertained,  that  he^ 
fore  they  could  reach  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  the 
Romans  muft  perifh  by  difeafe,  by  famine,  or.  the 
fword. 

The  reftlefs  mind  of  Julian,  in  his  broken  flumbers, 
was  agitated  by  foreboding  vifions.  A  fiery  meteor,  which 
fliot  athwart  the  Iky  and  vanilhed  from  his  fight,  convin- 
ced bimhehadfeen  the  menacing  countenance  of  the  god 
of  war.  The  Tufcan  Harufpiccs  warned  him  to  abftaia 
from  aftion  ;  but  fuperftition  gave  way  to  reafon,  and 
the  emperor  purfued  his  march  through  a  mountainous 
country,  the  hills  of  which  had  been  fecretly  occupied 
by  the  Perfians.  An  alarm  that  his  rear  was  fuddenly 
attacked  brought  back  the  attentive  monarch.  With* 
out  his  cuirafs,  and  defended  only  by  a  (hield  he  bad 
fnatched  from  a  foldier,  he  haftened  with  a  fufficient 
detachment  to  repel  the  enemy.  A  fimilar  danger  re- 
called him  to  the  front;  and  in  the  fame  inftant  the 
centre  claimed  his  prefence  and  affiftance.  The  bar- 
barians fled ;  and  Julian,  eager  in  the  purfuit,  was 
expofed  to  a^cloud  of  miflile  weapons.  A  javelin, 
after  raifing  the  (kin  of  his  arm,  tranfpierced  the  ribs, 
and  fixed  in  an  interior  part  of  the  liver ;  he  fell 
fenfelefs  from  his  horfe,  and  by  his  guards  was  con- 
veyed out  of  the  tumult  of  the  battle  into  an  adjacent 
tent.  The  report  of  the  event  infpired  the  Romans 
with  invincible  valour  and  the  thirft  of  revenge;  the 
conflidt  was  maintained  till  night :  on  the  left' wing  the 
Romans  fuftained  fome  lofs ;  but  the  fortune  of  the 
day   was   adverfe   to  the   barbarians ;    Meran^s  and 

No- 
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Nahordates,  their  two  generals,  were  ilain ;  they  aban* 
dohed  the  fieldj  lipd  had  Julian  furvived,  the  ad- 
vantage might  havg^  been  improved  into  a  decifive  vic- 
torjr.'*vi.  /  '  .   ,      /'  ,■      ■  ■    _  ^  ;   . 

Julian,  oh  his  firft  recovery  from  the  fainting  fit^ 
called  for  his  liorfe  and  arms  ;^  [a.d^  363.  June  26.] 
*  the  painful  efiFort  exhaufted  his  ftrength,  ,and  the  fur-^ 
geons  difcovered  the  fymptoms  of  approaching  death* 
He  employed  the  awful  moments  that  remained  as  be- 
came a  hero  and  a  fage.  After  refleding  with  pleafure 
on  the  innocence  on "^his  private  life,  and  declaring,  he 
had  prfefefved  the  fupreme  authority  pure  and  imma- 
culate, fubmit  ting  bis^'aSions"  to  the  laws  of  prudence, 
of  juftici?,  and  of  "moderation,  he  continues,  **  I  now 
^*  offer  my  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  eternal  Being, 
**  who' has  hottfuffered  me  to  perifli  by  the  cruelty  of 
**  a  tyrant j  by  the  fecret  dagger  of  confpiracy,  or  by 
*'  the  flow  tortiifes  of  lingering  difeafe.  He  has  giv^n 
.^*'tob:iri.tKarniflft"of  an  honourable  career,  afplendid 
**  and  glpripus  departure  from  this  world ;  and  I  hold 
«Mt  *^qually  dbfurd,  equally  bafe,  to  folicit  or  to  de- 
?*  cline  the  flroke  of  fate,— Thus  much  I  have  at- 
?^. tempted  to  fay;  but  my  flrcngth  fails  me,  and  I  feel 
^•^  tHe^  appfdacIi'''of''death.---I  fhall  cautioufly  refrain 
**"fr6rnr''any""^ord'^that  may  tend  to  influence  your 
^*^fuTFragfiMn*t1ie'elettibn  of  an  emperor  :  my  choice 
^"niiglt  be  impfuden.!: ;  arid  if  it  flipuld  not;be  rati- 
'J^  ffed  oylTiexonleh  army,  it  might  be  fttat  to 

y^  the  perfon  wRoni  IlbouTd recommend,  I fliall c^nly, 
^^  as  a  goo3  citfeeniekprefs  my  hopes,  ihat'the  Romans 
M^may  be  blefled  with  the -government  of  a  virtuoOs 
-^  *  -  .         *  "^*  fove^ 


**  fovefeign."  After  this  h^cni^red  into  ah  ahgnament 
with  the  philo{bph(jihs  Prifcus  dhd  M«irtiBS>  oh  thfe 
iia;ure  of  the  foiil.  Mis  Wofend,  froto  the  eJcertion'^  be- 
gan te  bleed  afreOi ;  h^  called  for  a  draught  of  eold 
^ater^  and  this  extraordinary  man  expired  about  mid- 
night, in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  hi*  Age,  and  rfter 
a  reign  of  one  year  and  eight  niombi  frotil  the  death 
of  Conftantius* 

The  death  of  Juliani  lii  whom  the  rice  of  Gbiiftan- 
tius  Chlorus  was  extkift*  feft  the  ennpire  without  a 
matter,  and  without  aii  heir.  The  fituation  of  a  fa- 
mifhed  army,  encompaffed  by  a  hoft  tf  barbarians, 
(hortened  the  nlomefits  of  gri^f  and  deliberation  i  thfe 
body  of  the  deceafed  prinee  was  decently  etnbalitled^ 
and  the  various  officers  of  the  army  were  fummoned 
to  affift  in  a  militiry  fenate.  The  merit  of  Salluft 
united  their  fuffrages }  but  the  Venerable  pra2fe6t^  aU 
ledginghis  infirmities,  declined  the  off(br  with  firmnefs# 
[[A.  r>.  ^6^.  June  27,3  "While  they  debated,  a  few 
voices  faluted  Jovian,  then  no  tliore  than  f^rft  of  the 
domeftics^  with  the  hafnes  of  emperor  and  Augtiftus : 
the  acclamation  was  f  epeat^d  by  the  guards }  and  the 
new  ptinte,  aftonilhed  at  his  fortune,  was  mvetted 
with  the  imperial  ornaments,  and  received  the  oalh  of 
fidelity  from  the  genetais.  The  ftrongdt  ftCMxu!ten«* 
dation  of  Jovian  was  the  merit  of  bia  fttdier  Va^nH^n^ 
who  enjoyed  in  retiremtnt  the  fruit  of  bb  fervicet ; 
yet  the  fon  had  fupported  with  crecKt  the  dzamfbr  af 
a  chriftian  and  a  faldier^  md  his  chetrfifi  temptt  and 
famiii^  wit  had  reoommended  hua  to  his  &tUw-i^ 
diers« 

Vol--  L  U  Th# 
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The  firft  order  of  the  new  empetor  was  to  prafecute 
the  mteijded  march:  but  the  death  of  Julian,  revealed 
by  a  deferter,  revived  the  confidenee  of  Sapor;  he 
continued  the  purfuit,  and  by  his  inceffant  attacks 
threw  the  reay  guard  inta  diforder,  and  the  battle  was 
only  feftored  by  the  perfevering  valour  of  the  Romana. 
On  the  fourth  dayirom  the  death  of  Julian,  the  army 
encamped  near  the  city  Dura.  The  Tigris  was  ftill  oa 
their  left ;  bub  though  five  hundred  Gauls,  with  fkill 
and  vigour,  ftemmed  the  rapid  ftream  and  furprifed  a 
poft  of  the  enemy,  the  reft  of  the  army,  after  ineffec- 
tual efforts,  were  compelled  to  relinqnilh  their  attempt 
to  pafs  the  river.  Their  diftrefs  was  hourly  augment- 
ed, and  the  bands  of  the  barbarians  increafed,  while 
the  provifions  and  hopes  of  the  legions  diminiihed.    .^ 

In_  this  forlorn  fituation  the  found  of  peace  re- 
vived the  fainting  fpirits  of  the  Romans,  but  the  terms 
on  which  it  was  concluded  have  ftained  for  ever  ih^ 
reputation  of  Jovian.  A  fafe  retreat  was  purchafed 
by  the  ceffion  of  the  five  provinces  acquired  by  the 
arms  of  Galerius,  the  important  city  of  NIfibis,  Siiv- 
gara,  and  the  caftle  of  the  Moors,  one  of  the  ftrohgeft 
fortreffes  in  Mefopotamia :  The  Romans  alfo  agreed 
to  abandon  for  ever  the  king  and  kingdom  of  Arme- 
nia. In  confequence  of  thefe  concefGons,  a  truce  fof 
thirty  years  was  ftipulated  between  the  ho&ile  nations, 
and  Jovian  was  permitted  to  explore  the  mofl  conve- 
nient place  for  the  paffage  of  the  Tigris.  As  foon  as 
.the  troops  reached  the  weftern  bank  of  that  river,  their 
dread  of  the  barbarians  was  no  more  ;  yet  la  a  labo- 
rious march  through  the  plains  of  Mefopotamia  they 
k   ,      .  endured 
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tndured  the  laft  extremities  of  huirger  and  thirfi:^  A 
fmall  fupply  of  provifions  from  Sebaftian  and  Procoptus 
Announced  the  fidelity  of  thofe  generals,  and  the  re- 
mains of  the  Roman  army  at  length  pitched  their  tents 
under  the  walls  of  Niiibisi  '    ' 

The  Ignominious  terms  of  peace  wete  foon  revealed, 
and,diffufed  throughout'the: empire  :  tlie  mipds  of  the 
people  were  filled  with  aftonifliment  and  grief;  the  ci- 
tizens of  Nifibis,  in  particular,  conjured  the  eniperor 
not  to  abandon  them  to  a  barbarian  exafperated  by  the 
firmnefs  with  which  they  had  formerly  repelled  his  at- 
tacks. Their  intreaties  were  iaefff  dual ;  and  as  Jo- 
vian fuppofed  their  difcontent  might  induce  them  to 
fubmit  to  the  Perfian  government,  he  commanded 
them,  under  pain  of  death,  to  leave  the  city  withia 
three  days.  They  were  afligned  an  afylum  in  Amida, 
and,  with  this  reinforcement,  that  city  foon  became 
the  capital  of  Mefopotamisf*  The  caftle  of  the  Moors 
and  Sjngara  were  alfo  evacuated,  and  the-five  provinces 
beyond  the  Tigris  rcftored  to  the  Perfian  dominion. 

After  performing  thefe  engagements,  Jovian  pro- 
ceeded with  his  court  to  Aniioch,  and  left  to  Procopius, 
the  kinfman  of  Julian,  the  honour  of  .conducing  the 
funeral  of  that  prince.  The  corpfe  of  .the  deceafed 
emperor  was  tranfported  from  Nifibis  jto'Tarfus^  where 
his  remains  were  interred,  and  his  ftately  tomb'was 
erefted  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Cydnus. 


V   ^  CJIAP* 
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CHAPTER    XVir. 

D|LATH  OF  JOVIAN— ELECTION  OF  VALENTINIAN,  WHO  ASSO- 
CIATES HIS  BROTHER  VALENS,  AND  MAKES  THE  FINAL 
DIVISION  OF  THE  EASTERN  AND  WESTERN  EMPIRES— RB- 
VOLT  OF  mOCOPIUS— DEATH  OF  VALENTINIAN— HIS  TWO' 
SONS  GRATIAN  AND  VALENTINIAN  II.  SUCCEED  TO  THE 
WESTERN  EMPIRE. 

1  H  E  faith  of  Jovian  was  announced  to  his  people 
by  his  difplaying,  in  his  march  from  Nifibis  to  Antioch^ 
the  banner  <>f  the  crofs  at  the  head  of  his  legions« 
The  ediOsof-jpiifiaft  were  ai»oKAed»  and  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  immudtid^  t eftored  and  enlargied.  The  attache* 
ment  of  the^  eili{>e>dno  tfaeNicene  creed  was  declared^ 
by  the  ttv^^c^iie  expreflbd  for  the  virtues  of  the 
great  Athanafius;.  The  veteran  of  the  faith  once  mora, 
feated  himfel{<>a  the  aYchtepifcopal  throne^  and  affured 
Jovian  that  his  devotion  would  be  rewarded  by  a  long 
and  fuccefsful  reign>  and  the  policy  of  the  monarchy 
to  fecure  the  completion  of  thefe  aflurances  granted  ta 
his  fubje£^s  univerfal  toleration. 

But  the  ptediSions  of  the  primate  of  Alexandria  were 
foon  confuted  by  the  premature  death  of  Jovian,  who,. 
impatient  to  )3ofle{s  the  palace  of  Conftantinople,  had 
advanced  as  far  as  Ancyra  die  capital  of  Galatia;. 
where  he  himfelf  aflumed,  and  beftowed  on  his  infant 
fon,  the  enfigns  of  the  confuUhip.  At  Datlafiana^  a 
town  between  Ancyra  and  Nice,,  the  emperor^  after 

induU 
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indulging  in  an  intemperate  fupper,  retired  to  reft; 
and  the  next  morning  was  found  dead  in  his  bed. 
[a.  d.  364.  Feb.  17.]  Various  caufes  were  aflSgned 
for  hi8  fudden  death  ;  the  quantity  of  wine,  the  quality 
of  the  mufhrooms  he  had  fwallowed  the  preceding 
evening,  and  the  vapour  of  charcoal  which  might  fuf- 
focate  him  in  his  flcep,  have  all  been  infifted  on ;  but 
the  negleft  of  a  regular  inquiry  feeing  alone  to  have 
countenanced  the  fufpicion  of  poifon :  his  body  wad 
fent  to  Conllantinople ;  and  his  infant  Ton  furvived 
fifteen  years  afterwards,  but  had  then  been  deprived 
of  one  eye  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  government. 

The  Roman  world,  after  the  dcatb  of  Jovian,  re- 
mained ten  days  withotK  a  maftir.  The  vacant  thrdne 
was  once  more  offered  .to^  jand  r<^<^ed  b/f  Salluft ; 
and  when  the  virtues  of  the  fathtf  iwer^  a^ledged  In  fa- 
vour of  the  fori,  the  ^vorerfhle^asfeft  (kcJared^  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  the  dnje^^ahCthe  tmexperlee^d  youth  of 
the  other,  rendered  them  equally  unih  to  govern. 
After  feveral  candidates  bad  been,  prdpofed  and  re- 
jefted,  the  fuffragfes  of  .the  aflfembly  were  united  by 
the  merit  of  Valentinian,  the  foh  ofe  Count  Gratim. 
The  father,  from  an  obfcure  iituatien^chad  rifda  to  the 
bigheft  commands  of  Africa  an^  ^rka^n ;  tiie  fofi  had 
on  every  occafion  difplayed  9HI  undented  fptrit  and 
vigorous  mindv  :lik<pecfon-wa9  I^U  and  oiajeftic,  his 
countenrai^e»^lf^  andtbQugh  iga^xdSitof  the  arts 
of^rli4fi^id,:hkt7^ysebqm^^  attention. 

li^rti^sTtofbtem^zfaroa^iibeh^^  the  et 

tetM/s^iiUsGstftnr&cpAbBQ^^  (nibrced  the 

]^f£flmt^q0f?bir>fdtoi»abI£er».^  life  frof^^    the 
^'^  U  3  chriftiaa 
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jchriftian  faith,  and  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  agtf 
3^33  called  to  the  government  of  the  Roman  world. 

A.  D.  364,  Feb.  26.]  Valentinian  was  inyefted  with 
the  purple  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  troops ;  but 
when,  from  his  tribunal,  he  began  to  addrefs  the  armed 
Xiiultitude,  he  was  interrupted  by  their  clamours,  that 
he  fhould  inftantly  name  a  colleague.  His  intrepid 
calmnefs  obtained  filence ;  after  declaring  fince  they 
had  raifed  him  from  the  flation  of  private  life,  it  was 
tis  duty  to  confult  the  intereft  of  the  empire,  and  that 
the  choice  of  an  aflbciate  required  deliberation;  /he 
added,  *^  That  deliberation  (hall  be  piy  care  j  let  your 
f^conduftbe  dutiful  and  confident  j  retire  to  your 
f^  quarters;  refrefli  your  minds  and  bodies}  and  expeQ 
**  the  accuflomed  donative  oji  the  acceffipn  of  an  em- 
**  peror.'*  The  aftoniflied  troops  confeflfed  the  voice 
of  their  mafter,  and  Valentinian  was  conduced  in  fo- 
lemn  pomp  to  the  jjalace  of  Nice.  Though  the  em- 
peror rcjeded.  the  importunities  of  thp  foldiers,  he 
confulted  the  affembly  of  the  chiefs  j  "  Moft  excellent 
prince,'*  faid  Dagaiaiphus,  **  if  you  confider  only  your 
family,  yo^  have  a  brother  j  if  you  love  the  republicj, 
look  round  for  the  moft  deferving  of  the  Romans.'' 
[^A.  D.  3154.  March,  :j8.]  The  en^pe^pr  remained  fi- 
Jent,  but  op  his  arrival  at  Ponftantinople  beftowed  the 
jitle  of  Auguftus  on  his  brother  Valens. 

The  moft  amiable  quality  of  Valens  was  his  fincerq 
^itachmept  to  his  benefador,  whofe  fijperipr  genius 
and  authority  he  readily  acknowledged,  [a?^-  364* 
June.]  Valentinian,  in  the  final  diviiion  of  the  §m- 
^ife,  affigned  to  his  brpther,  then  in  the  thirty-fixtU 
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y-ear'of  hfs  age,  the  praefefture  of  the  eaft,  with  the 
capital  of  Conftantinople ;  to  himfelf  he  referved  the 
prsefeftures  of  Illyricum,  Italy,  and  Gaul,  and  fixed 
his  refidence  at  Milan. 

A.  D,  365.  September.]  The  tranqtiilllty  of  the  eaft 
was  dillurbed  by  the  revolt  of  Procopius,  the  kinf» 
man  of  Julian.  A  rumour  prevailed  that  Julian  had 
invefted  Procopius  before  the  altar  x)f  the  Moon  at 
Carrhaj,  with  the  imperial  purple.  His  inftant  fub- 
miffion  difarmed  the  jealoufy  of  Jovian,  and  he  was 
permitted  to  retire  with  bi^  wife  and  family,  to  his  pa- 
trimony in  Cappadocia.  On  the  acceffion  of  Valenti- 
nian  and  Valens,  he  was  arrefted  in  the  name  of  the 
new  fovereigns ;  but  efcaping  from  the  vigilance  of  his 
guards  to, the  fea  coaft  of  theEuxine,  he  pafled  over 
to  the  country  of  the  Bofphorus.  In  a  moment  of 
defpair  he  quitted  his  fequeftrpd  retreat,  and  embarked 
in  a  merchant  veflel  foY  Conftantinople.  At  firft  he 
lurked  in  the  villages  of  Bithynia>  but  at  laft  confiding 
to  the  fidelity  of  two  friends,  he  obtained  intelligence 
of  the  ftate  of  public  aftairs, '  The  people  were  dif- 
contented  at  the  imprudent  difmiflal  of  the  praefeft 
Salluft  ;  the  charafter  of  Valensf  was  defpifed,  and  he 
himfelf  abfent  in  Syria.  Two  cohorts  of  Gauls  virerc 
perfuaded  to  liftento  thepropofals  of  the  cbnfpirators." 
They  were  drawn  up  near  the  baths  of  Anaftafia ; 
and  Procopius,  clothed  in  a  purple  veft,  appeared,  a^^ 
if  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  in  the  midft  of  Conftanti- 
nople. The  foldiers  received  him  with  fliouts  of  joy 
and  vows  of  fidelity ;  the  malecontents  flocked  to  his 
(tandard  ;  the  magiftrates  were  feized,  the  prifons  and 

U  4  ajfenaU 
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arfenals  broke  open  j  and  In  a  few  hours  Procopius  b«* 
came  mafter  of  the  imperial  city.  The  Qothic  princes 
contracted  aIlJan.ce  with,  an4  the  cities  of  Thrace  an4 
the  fortreflfes  of  the  Lower  Danube,  acknowledged  thf 
dominion  of,  th$  iifurper^  His  generals  fubdued  the 
lyealthy  provinces  of  Bithyuiaand  Afia ;  and  the  re- 
nowned legions  of  the  Jovians  and  HercuKans  eon 
braced  and  defended  the  caufe  of  Prpco[Mus.  Thi^ 
s^Uiance  of  Fauftina,  the  widow  of  the  eoiperor  Con? 
ftantius,  added  dignity  to  his  claims;  the  princef^ 
Conftantia,  fcarce  five  years  old,  was  0iew9^  to  th^ 
army,  and  the  foldiers  declared  they  would  (bed  the 
lad  drop  pf  their  blood  in  defence  of  the  royal  iafaqt^ 
-  Valentinis^n  was  involved  in  the  difficulties  of  a  G.er- 
man  war,  when  he  ^^as  alarmed  by  the  revolt  gf  the 
eaft,  and  the  rujnour  of  the  death  of  Valens;  but 
Yalens  was  alive,  and  at  Capfarea,  when  he  firft  receiv- 
ed intelligence  of  the  rebellion,  Defpairing  of  hi$ 
fortune,  he  propofed  to  negociate  with  the  ufurpei, 
and  abdicate  the  purple.  From  this  i^efign  he  wa^ 
diffuaded  by  his  minifteys.  The  minds  of  the  peoplq 
were  conciliated  by  again  appointing  Salliift  praefe£t  y 
the  veteran  generals  of  the  empire  were  perfuad^  to 
fupport  by  their  in^uence  and  abilities  the  brother  of 
Valentintanj.  and  the  foldiers  of  Procopius  as  readily 
fkferted  his  flandard  as  they  had  joined  it*  In  twQ 
engagements  at  Thyatira  and  ^acgfi^,  the  unfprtuiiit^ 
Jdnfman  of  Julian  was  betrayed  by  his  troops ;  [^a^  o. 
366,  JVJay  t8.]  and  after  wa^ndering  fomi?  tirii^  atpoog: 
tbe  woods,  he  fqfered  the  punifliment  of  ^of^i;$^sf^| 
fcbelUoi^. 
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The  ftetn  temper  of  Valentinian  generally  rendered 
him  infenfible  to  the  dictates  of  humanity ;  he  confi« 
dered  clemency  as  a  weaknefs,  and  feverity  as  a 
virtue.  The  timid  mind  of  ValenS  was  a&uated  by 
fufpicion  and  dread ;  he  puniihed  becaufe  he  feared  or 
diftrufted.  Rome  and  Antioch,  during  the  reign  of 
the  two  brothers,  were  equally  poMutefS  by  frequent 
executions  from  different  motives  ;■  but  when  rage  or 
terror  influenced  not  the  condu£l:  of  Valentinian  and 
Valens,  their  laws  were  juft,  their  government  temper 
rate,  and  their  regulations  humane.  By  the  former 
fourteen  (kilful  phyGcians  were  appointed  in  the  four-- 
teen  different  quarters  of  Rome/  with  confiderable  &U 
pends;  and  the  good  &ni&  of  an  illiterate  foldier 
founded  an  ufeful  inftittttion  *for  the  education  of 
youth,  and  the  fupport  of  declining' fcience.  ^ But  the 
mofl:  honourable  cireamftance  6f"hifi  charaAer  is  the 
impartiality  he  preferved  in  an  ag6  of  religious  con- 
tentioi^;  and  his  wife  and  moderatfg  adminiftratioa 
contributed  to  foften  the  manners  and  abate  the  prguii^ 
dices  of  religious  faftions.        ^     ;  v  / 

The  fubjeds  of  the  emperor  of  the  eaft  had  f eafoa 

iQ  lament  the  difltorent  fyfbem  ad:o]>ted  by  Valens }  that 

prince  reiigned  his  confcience  to  the  diredion  of  the 

Amns^  and  religioufly  perfecUted  the  orthodox  difci-i 

pies  of  the  catholic  church*    The  death  of  Athanafius 

leated  on  the  archiepilcopal  throne  of  Alexandria  the 

Arian  Lucij^s,  \ybQ  endeavoiired  to  purchafe  the  fa* 

your  of  the  rdgoing  party  by  the  fu&rings  of  their 

pimftiatt  brethreo*    The  monks  of  Egypt  excited  with 

fpore  jultice  the,  impeml  indignation^  and  Valens 

com- 
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commaoded  thofe  fubjefts  whom  he  conceived  to  have 
gratified  a  hzy  difpofition  under  the  pretence  of  reli- 
gion, to  be  dragged  from  their  folitude,  and  to  be 
compelled  to  difcharge  the  aSive  duties-;  but  it  is  pro- 
4>able  the  executions  which  ftained  the  monafteries, 
iand  were  direSed  by  Arian  priefts,  exceeded  the  in- 
tentions of  the  fovereign. 

The  wealih  and  avarice  of  the  clergy,  which  have 
cxercifed  the  judgment  of  modern  legiflators,  called 
forth  the  attention  of  Valentinian ;  by  feveral  regula- 
tions, he  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  ecclefiaftics  from 
abufing  the  confidence  of  k  timid  confcience,  or  de- 
frauding the  expedations  of  a  natural  heir.  The»di- 
r^or  was  no  longer  permitted  to  receive  any  gift  or 
legacy  from  his  fpiritual  daughter  ;  but  the  legiflator 
did  not  immediately  difcov^r,  that  the  induftry  check- 
cd  in  the  purfuit  of  private  emolument  would  be  ex- 
erted, under  the  names  of  piety  and  patriotifm,  in 
augmenting  the  wealth,  and  extending  the  pofleifion^ 
ef  ibe  churcli. 

.  The  reputation  of  the  military  (kill  and  experience 
of  Valentinian  had  promoted  his  accefGon  to  the  throne; 
the  ftate  of  public  events  juftified  the  motive,  and  the 
conduct  of  Valentinian  fandioned  the  choice  of  his 
lubjedts.  During  the  twelve  years  of  his  reign,  his 
firmnefs  and  vigilance  proteded  his  own  dominions, 
and  his  genius  infpired  the  feeble  councils  of  his  bro« 
tber.  The  method  of  annals  might  diftrafl:,  by  a  de- 
fultory  Barrative,  the  attention  of  the  reader  ;  a  fepa- 
zateview  of  the  five  great  theatres  of  war,  i.  Germany; 
f.  Bjitain ;  3,  Africa  ;  4*  the  Eafi:  ^  and  5.  the  Da* 

nubct 
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liUbe,  will  inaprers  a  more  diftind  image  of  the  miB- 
itary  ftate  of  the  empire  under  the  reigns  of  Valentiniaa 
and  Valens. 

.    I..  The  ambaffadors  of  the  Alemanni  had  been  of- 
fended by  the  behaviour  of  the  matter  of  the  offices, 
.who  had  diminifhed  the  ufual'  prefents  on  the  acceffion 
pf  an  fepiperor :    [a.  d,  365.]    They  communicated 
their  fenfe  of  the  affront  to  their  countrymen,  who  Va- 
.vagisd  the  provinces,  of  Oaul,  and  retired  with  their 
^)Ooty  before  they  could  be  intercepted.     []a»  d.  ^66* 
January.]     The  enfuing  year,  during  the  feverity  of  , 
\yiriter,  the  whole  military  force  of"  the  nation  broke 
jthrough  the  barrier   of   the   Rhine.     Two   Romaa 
counts  were  defeated  and  mortally  wounded,  and  the 
flandard  of  the  Batavians  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
conquerors.  :  The  Batavians  regained  their  ftandard, 
but  retneved  not  their  honour  in  the  eye^'  of  Valen- 
finian.      This   fevere  judge  ordered  the  Batavians, 
.whom  he  had  encircled  with  the  reft  of  the  imperial 
army,  to  be  degraded  from  their  rank,   ftripped  of 
their  arps,    and  fold  for  flaves  to  the  higheft  bidders. 
The  unhappy  viftims  of  his  refentment  implored  the 
indulgence  of  another  trial  againft  the  enemy;  Valen- 
linian  confented  with  affefted  relaflance :   The  com- 
mand,! after  being  declined  by  Dagalaiphus^^   was  ac- 
cepted by  Jovinus,  who  obtained  a  decifive  advantage 
over  the  fcattered  barbarians;   at  Scarponna,  in  the 
territory  of  Met?,  he  furprifed  a  large  divifion  of  the 
Alemanni  J  a.ftill  mpre  confiderable  army  of  the  bar- 
barians was  unexpeftedly  attacked  by  the  Roman  ge- 
|icr^l;i  as'they  weie  bathing  in  the  ftream,  or  repofing 

oti 
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cn  the  banks  of  the  Mofelle.  A  multitude  of  the 
braved  warriors  were  inftantly  pierced  by  the  fwords 
and  javelins  of  the  legionaries ;  and  the  jftigitires, 
efcaping  to  the  camp  near  Chalons>  prepared  to  en** 
counter  with  united  force  the  ttdorioos  lieutenant  of 
Valentinian.  The  bloody  confiiA  lafted  a  whole  fum- 
nier*s  day  ;  the  Alemanni  were  at  length  defeated 
with  the  daughter  of  ten  thoufand  men;  [  July.}  and 
the  vidlorious  general,  Jovinus,  received  from  bis  f(9- 
vereign  the  enfigns  of  the  confuKbip.  But  the  triumph 
of  the  Romans  was  difgraced  by  the  murder  of  tbe 
captive  king ;  and  the  fubfequent  aflaf&nation  of  the 
fon  of  Vandomair,  a  prince  of  a  delicate  confHtution 
but  daring  fpirit,  was  a  deliberate  violation  of  the  laws 
of  humanity  and  juftice. 

When  Valentinian  confidered  the  Alemandi  as 
humbled,  he  was  provoked  by  the  furprifal  df  Meta 
by  Rando,  a  bold  barbarian,  who,  after  plundering 
the  city,  retired  with  his  boory.  Th'eex^fperaited  eix^ 
peror  refolved  to  avenge  bimfelf  on  the  whole  nation ; 
Count  Sebaftian  was  ordered  to  invade  the  eouncry  cm 
the  fide  of  Rhsetia ;  and  the  emperor,  accDmpamexl 
by  his  fon  Gratian,  croSed  the  Rhifte  aft  the  head  of 
8  formidable  army;  The  Alemanni  fixed  their  eaiOip 
on  a  lofty  mountain;  Varenti'nian,  ';ks  be  explored  a 
feaet  pafs,  fcarce'efcaped  frdtflW  afifflbui^  ofth^ 
barbarians  by  Tpu\^ng  lilrhorfe  ^ym  T^ft&ipMd  f^ 
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tmidog  their  forces  on  the  fummity  urged  the  barba* 
riaos  down  the  northern  fide^  where  count  Sebaftiaa 
mtetcepted  their  retreat.  The.  emperor,  after  his  vic*> 
tory,  retired  to  Treves,  and  provided  for  the  future 
defence  of  the  frontier,  by  fortifying  with  labour  and 
art  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  from  its  fource  to  the 
ftreij^ts  of  the  ocean. 

.A.  0.  371*3  To  diflraft  the  future  attention  of  the 
Alemanni,  the  emperor  excited  againft  them  the  Bur- 
gundianst  who  inhabited  the  countries  on  either  fide 
the  £lbe«  An  army  of  fourfcbre  thpufand  men  ap- 
peared on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  claimed  the 
promifed  fubfidies  from  the  Roman  monarch.  They 
were  amufed  with  excufes  and  delays,  and  compelled, 
after  afruitlefs  expedtatioa,  to  retire.  Their  hereditary 
feuds  with  the  Alemanni  ftill  continued  ;  and  Valenti- 
aian  might  rather  wi(h  to  intimidate  the  latter  than  to^ 
deftroy  them. 

The  fea-coaft  of  Gaul  and  Britain  was  expofed  to 
the  depredations  of  the  Saxons,  who,,  from  the  prefent 
duchjof  Slefwig,  harrafied  and  afBiAed  the  maritime 
provin,ces«»  Severus,  the  matter  general  of  the  infant 
try^  was  called  by  tbecouat,  to  whom  it  had  been  a& 
figned,  to  the  defence  of  the  fca<oaft  or  Armoricaa 
limit,  f  T^e  Saxons  furrounded,  were  forced  to  re- 
Cnquifh  their  ipoil,  and  to  yield  a  tdcGt  number  of 
ibeir  youth  to  fcrve  in  the  imperial  army.  But  the 
iretreat  they  had  ftipulated  for,  wai  violated  by  the 
perfidy  of  the  Roman  general ;  the  undaunted  Saxons^ 
were  betrayed  into  an  ambufcade,  and  their  valour 
overwhelmed  by  the  aomber  of  their  c nemies« 

II.  The 
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II.  The  Roman  province  of  Britain  was  reduced 
to  a  ftate  of  civilization  and  fervitude ;  but  the  nX)ri 
thern  region,  called  "Caledonia,  was  inhabited  by  the 
two  tribes  of  Scots  and  Pids.  The  former  were  the 
men  of  the  hills>  the  latter  thofe  df  the  plain ;  the  in- 
curfions  of  both  had  long  increafed  the  calantiries 
which  the  Britifh  fubjeSs  of  the  empire  too  frequently 
experienced  from  the  rapacity  of  their  governors* 
[a.  d.  367—370.]]  The  commanders  of  the  province 
were  furprifed  and  cut  off  by  the  barbarians;  and^ 
after  a  ^ong  confultatioii,  Valentinian  intruded  the 
defence  of  Britain  to  the  abilities  of  the  brave  Theo- 
dofius*  .  He  croifed  the  channel  iii  a  favourable  mo« 
jnent  of  navigation,  and  at  the  head  of  the  veteran 
bands  of  the  Heruli  and  Batavians,  the  Jovians  and 
Viftors,  purfued  his  fuccefsful  march  from  Sandwich 
to  London,  [a»  d.  368 — 389.]  In  two  campaigns 
his  prudent  fpirit  and  confummate  art  refcued  every 
part  of  the  province  from  the  rapacious  enemy ;  the 
fplendor  of  the  cities  and  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifi' 
cations  were  reftored,  and  the  trembling  Caledonians 
were  confined  to  the  northern  angle  of  the  ifland; 
On  his  return,  Theodofius  was  appointed  mafter-ge- 
.neral  of  the  cavah-y ;  as  commander  on  the  upper  Da* 
nubehe  defeated  the  Alemanni;  and  was  afterwards' 
chofen  to  fupprefs  the  revolt  of  Africa.      '  ^ 

III.  'Africa  had' long  been  goveriied,  or^  rather  oji- 
prefle3>  by  cotint  ftonfiHTUs;  His  abilities  were  confi-" 
detable,  but  his  avarice  exfce^ded  his  capacity 3,  ahcllie  " 
fufferedthe  barbarians  with' irnpunity  to  ravage^ the  ^ 
province,  the  treafurfes  of  which  he'  diverted' to  his 
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o^ft  tife.  The  unhappy  provincials  in  vain  implored 
the  juftice  and  proteftion  of-the  emperor  j  the  guilty 
governor,  by  fplendid  prefents,  cultivated  the  friend- 
Ihip  of  his  minifters ;  and  Rbmanus  was  continued  in 
his  command  till  the  i\fricans5  provoked  by  his  cove*  ~ 
tournefs,  joined  the  rebellious  Aandard  of  Firmus,  tb€ 
Moor. 

A.  D.  372.]  Nabal,  the  father  of  Firmus,  was  ohe  of 
the  richeft  Moorifli  princes  who  acknowledged  the  fu- 
premacy  of  Rome;  his  wealthy  inheritance  was  difpated 
by  a  numerous  pofterky)  and  Zamma,  one  of  the  fons  of 
Nabal,  was  flain  in  a  domeftic  quarrel  by  his  brother  Fir- 
BUis.  Romanus  purfued  the  culprit  with  an  implacat^li- 
ty,  which  aflured  him  he  mufl  either  fubmit  to  the  exe- 
cutioner, or  appeal  to  his  fword  and  the  people.  He  was 
received  as  the  deliverer  of  his  country ;  the  authority  of 
Romanus  became  contemptible,  and  the  power  of  Fir- 
mus  waseftabltihed,  at  leaft,  throughout  Fez  and  Mau- 
ritania. (]a.  d.  37 i*']  But  on  the  appointment  of  The^ 
odofius,  the  timid  ufurper  funk  under  the  afcendant 
of  virtue  and  military  genius.  Though  Firmus  pof- 
feffed  arms  and  ireafures,  he  confided  ip  the  pradicepf 
his  native  arts  ;  but  the  viligance  of  Theodofius  was 
not  to  be  deceived  by  an  apparent  fubmiffion.  A  dark 
confpiracy  was  deledted,  and  the  accomplices  of  Fir- 
mus were  either  pyniflied  by  d^ ajh,  or  rendered  ob-  ^ 
jcfts  of  horror  by  the.  amputation  of  bpth  .their  hands. 
In  vain  did  Firings  hope  to  fec^re  Tbisj  retre^J.  ac^j^ft 
the .bpundlefs  plains. of  Getulia,.  ox  Xh^  nqn^rpus-vjiU 
lies  of  Mount  Atlas  j  Theodofiui  w^s  ^^ero^aed  il^,^ 
war  fhpuld..  ojily  end  v^^b  the  d^a^h  >  of  ..the  tyrantv 
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With  a  fclcft  band  of  three  thoufand  five^  hundred 
foldierd,  the  Roman  general  penetrated  into  the  heatt 
of  the  country  ;  the  barbarians  were  difconcerted  by 
the  boldnefs  and  prudence  of  his  conduft  j  and  the 
body  of  Firmus,  who,  hopelefs  cif  efcape,  had  ftrangled 
himfelf,  was  delivered  by  Igmazen,  king  of  the  Ifa- 
fienfes,  to  the  perfevering  general  of  Valentinian. 

Africa  had  been  16ft  by  the  vices  of  Romanus  j  it 
was  regained  by  the  virtues  of  Theodofius.  ([a.  b. 
376.]  Yet  Romanus  by  the  influence  of  a  favourite, 
efcaped  the  punifhment  due  to  his  crimes ;  and  the  re* 
ftorer  of  Africa  and  Britain,  after  the  death  of  Va- 
lentinian, was  ignominioufly  beheaded  at  Carthage,  na 
a  vague  fufpicion  thai;  his  fervices  were  fuperior  td  the 
rank  of  a  fubjeft* 

IV.  By  the  treaty  of  Jovian,  the  Rdmans  had  fo- 
lemnly  renounced  the  fovereignty  and  alliance  of  <  the 
kingdoms  of  Armenia  and  Iberia*  [a.  d.  365—378.] 
Sapor,  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  hoft,  entered  the  ter- 
ritories of  Armenia,  poffeiTed  himfelf  by  treachery  of  the 
perfon  of  Tiranus,  whofe  life  was  foon  terminated  by  de- 
fpair  or  afladiination,  and  reduced  the  kingdom  to  the 
ftate  of  a  Perfian  province*  After  expelling  Sauromaces, 
who  reigned  under  the  protedionof  the  Romans,  from 
Iberia,  he  placed  the  crown  of  that  country  on  the  heid 
of  his  vaffal  Afpacuras*  But  the  Perfian  monarch  was 
foon  convinced,  it  was  more  eafy  to  0ver«^n  than  to  re- 
tain a  country  naturally  hoftlle :  a  nmfterous  suid  a&ivt^ 
party  acknowledged  Para,  the  fion  of  Ti£anuB»  u  the 
lawful  fovereign  of  Armenia ;  and  the  Ibertana^  com- 
pelled Afpacuras  ta  divide  the  kingdom  wkh  bis  mat 

Sauro^ 


Sauroina(3eSk »  Vale^g,  yrkk  ilow  and  cavii^  rmsh 
fares,  i^ntared  to  fupport  the  Romaa  party  in  Armenia 
and  Iberia;  twelve  legions  marched  to  eftabli^  lim  , 
aotbority  of  Saurom^ices ;  a  powerful /akmy^  com* 
manded  by  count  Trajan,  encamped  on  th6  oonfinee 
of  Armenia*  Thefe  appearances  of  war  gate  way  to 
»  long  negociation.  Though  the  inyafion  of  the  Gotb< 
and  Huns  afterwards  expofed  the  provmces  of  Afia  tQ 
the  arms  of  Sapor,  the  declining  age  of  the  moaarch 
infpired  him  with  maxims  of  a[ioderation.  [a.  d.  383.] 
His  death,  after  a  reign  of  feventy  years,  delivered  tht 
Romans  from  their  ancient  enemy;.  And  the  domeftje 
troubles  which  enfued,  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
court  and  councils  of  Perfia. 

The  adventures  and  fate  of  Para  form  a  fingular 
^d  difgraceful  obje£l  in  the  reign  of  Valens :  by  the 
cimid  councils  of  that  monarch,  the  fon  of  Tiranus 
was  repeatedly  fupported  and  recalled.  >  But  Para  coo* 
fideredrhimfelf  as  the  independent  fovereign  of  Ar« 
menia,  and  efcaped  from  the  vigilance  of  the  Romans^ 
who  had  periiiaded  him  to  truft  to  their  profeffiiMlff 
and  who  endeavoured  to  detain  him  as  their  prifonef* 
After  bis, return  to  his  native  kingdom  he  fttU  conti- 
nued to^profefs  bimf^lf  the  ally  of  Rome,  but  Valens 
had  injured  hii^  Xti9  deeply  ever  to  forgive.  By  the 
c<>ni«Min4;4f  c&9^#m,peror,  count  Trajan  invited  the 
;ilttfii§llfgk>m^CI|ffi»|Q^.a  .die 

of  ti#'E«yMl9lpr0elaiinfid  j&:c6rnapted'awi  decUbing 
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Vi  Dufiiig  aii  ittttfrVal  6f  thirty  yeart ,  the  Ootbi 
J^zd  exfbiided  thetr  dbminiont.  Hermanric^  kmg  of 
Ibd  dftrpgoths^  had  pe^fuaded  the  independent  tribes 
to  adcAowledgeliitn  as  the  fovereign  of  the  tiothic 
taction  t  The  thiefe  of  the  Vifigoths  had  renotinced 
the  rbyat  title  to  aflbme  the  appellsltion  of  judges. 
Atnong  •  thefe^  Atbanaric,  Fritigern,  and  Aiavivua 
^ere  the  moft  iUuflrious.  The  ambitious  defigns  of 
Hermalil-ic  were  enlarged;  he  fubdutd  the  Venedt, 
who  filled  the  plains  of  modern  Poland.;  the  Heruli^ 
who  inhabited  the  marfliy  lands  near  the  lake  Mseotis ; 
the  JEftily  whofe  name  is  ftill  preferved  by  the  pro- 
vince of  ^fthonia ;  and  nine  other  coiifiderable  nations. 
The  Goths  had  embraced  the  party  of  Procopius ;  an 
army  was  detached  to  bis  affiftance,  but  before  it  could 
join  his  ftandard^  the  rebel  was  no  more*  The  gene- 
rals of  Valens  cut  off  the  fubfiftence,  and  intercepted 
the  retreat  of  the  barbarians^  who  were  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror »  and  were  dtf<* 
tributed  through  the  cities  of  Afia.  ^  The  ffHrit  of 
Hermanric  refented  the  calamities  of  his  countrymen ; 
he  demanded  with  menaces  the  releafe  of  the  captives : 
a  decent  refufal  was  at  firft  figniiiedy  but  the  manly 
exhortations  of  Valentinian  animated  his  brother  to 
vindicate  the  infuked  majefly  of  the  empire*.  ; 

A.  X).  367 — ^368-^-369.]  Hermanric  refigned  tM$ 
d^fenfive  war  to  the  conduct  of  the  brave  Atiianarie^; 
and  Valens  in  perfop  paffed  the  Danube  on  a  bridge  of 
boats*.  Two  campaigns  w^e  made  by  the  Romans 
with  .doubtful  and  indecUive  fu^at^efs  t  but  the  third 
year  was  attendee!  by  the  defeat  of  At banaric;  and  the 
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fiiit  df  ^e  Gofh^  wEd  rftnderod  ttott^Wutiy^  tht 
frecaildon  of  the  viftimous  geber^s^^'  who  bad  ^fo*^ 
ffiifed  a  large  reward  lot  the  htad  of  e^ry  Ooth« 
The  barbarians  fubmiHed  i  the  terms  of  peace  were 
jadjalted.by  Valens  aadAthanaric,  who. met  m  ihdr 
rerpe&ive  barges  in  the  middle  of  the  Danabe.  Tte 
freedom  of  trade  which  the  Goths  had  hitherto  e» 
joyed^  was  reftrided  to  two  cities  on  the  Danube  f 
and  theur  leaders^  Athanaric  excepted,  ,were  deprived 
for  their  raflmefs  of  their  penfions  and  fubfidies.  The 
Goths  remained  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity  about  fix 
years^  tilt  impelled  agwifl:  the  empire  by  the  hoft  oi 
Seytbians^  who  feemed  40  iflue  from  the  frozen  re|poxi 
of  the  jiorth. 

A.  D.  374.]  Valentinian  had  referved  for  his  im* 
mediate  care,  the  defence  of  the  Rhstian  and  Illyriaii 
provinces.  The  new-  fortifications  he  erected  fome* 
times  trefpafied  on  the  territories  of  the  bai^barians, 
and  excited  their  murmurs;  their  complaints  Vferc 
'treated  with  .contempt  by  Marcdlinus^  .the  worthlef$> 
(on  of  Maximin>  the  inhuman  prasfeft  of  Gzxih  The 
bloody  treachery  of  Marceliinus  was  exerdfed  in  the 
murder  of  Gabii|ius>  the  king  of  the  Quadi#  The 
.  Roman  aiFe&ed  to  liften  to  the  remonftrances  of  the 
German  monarch,  invited  him  to  an  entertainment* 
and  aiiaflinated  him  in  the  unfufpedtng  momem  of 
conviviality.  The  fate  of  Oabixiius  in  the  weft,  was  the 
.  ^me  as  that  of  Para  in  the  eaft ;  t^ut  the  hardy  Quadi 
refented  tl>e  death  of  their  fovereigA  £ar  differ^tly 
ffom-ibe  timid  Armenians..  The  veteran  legions  had 
beefi  4^awo  away  ta  fupprels  the. revolt  of  Firmus,  , 
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iiid  life  kiliiriin  invaded  Pannonia  b  tbelbaiibn  dP 
tBeharttft.  The  daughter  of  the  emperor  Cbnftan^ 
cfus,  tvtiiofe  name  had  been  «red  to  fiipport  the  cadft 
df  Prteopibs^  and  who  waa  now  thedeftined  wife  ^f 
ittie  Mt  cf  the  weftem  empirer  narrowly  ercaped  froik 
Ulrfr  pnrftfi^ .  and  with  dlfficnlcy  reached  Sirmiuio. 
Crei^S^imttm  poffibly  would  have  yielded  in  the  mo- 
ment'of  cdnftemafion,  h*d  not  the  courage  of  the 
eitT^ensrbeen  revived  by  thef^refence  of  Probus,  the 
Vrdstorian  pntfe6t.  Two  legions,  while  they  difputed 
tli^  vain  honours  of  precedency,  were  furprifed  and 
ilatrghftered  s  ^  apd  the  invafion  of  the  neighbouring 

vtribes  encfengered  the  province  of  Meefia,  which  was 
preferved  by  young  Theodofius,  duke  of  that  frontier, 

*i»}k>  dt%layed  a  courage  worthy  of  his  father,  and  of 

'  4us  fbeure  greatnefs* 

A.  »•  375.]t  Valentinian,  who  refided  atTrevei^ 
was  a(K&e4  witK^  calamities  of  Illyricum :   in  the 

.enfjding.  fpring  he tilarched  in  perfoh  with  a  confidenu 
Me  part  of  the  forces  of  Gaol ;  and  to  the  fuppiiaUt 

^mbafiddofs  of  the  Sarmatians,  returned  the  anfwer, 

/that  as  foon  as  he  reached  the  fceoe  of  a6Libn,  be 
Should  examine  and  pronounce.  But  forgetting  the 
pTovbciition,  he  remembered  only  the  injury ;  and  ad* 

'vancing  into  the  country  of  the  (^adi,  he  involved  it 
in  univeirfal  devaftationand  a  pronrifcuous  maflacre. 
Sodh  was  the  difcipline^  of  the  Romans,  and  the  coil* 
fternation  of  the  enemy,  that  Valentinian  repaflfed  the 

;Dahube  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man.    ^o  com* 

"plete  the  deftrudion  of  the  country,  he  fixed  his  qiiiar* 
ters  at  Bregetio,  near  the  Kangariah  city  oF  Pirf- 

"'•  burgh. 
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burgh.  VnAle  the  empetor  planned  iU  bperatiNI$^r 
future  war,  ihe  ambatfadorsof  thei^unfiy  hj-tkc  fff. 
prefeneation  of  £quitiii^»  ivere  introduced  iQt^ihe  ili»> 
periar  preTenM.  They  affirmed  th^  the  kSeiav^KlMIr 
Was  ffie  crinAe  of  feme  trr^Iar  robberl  $  Initrthe  an*. 
IWer  of  Vafeminian  feftthem  but  Iktie  to  hoipefrapt 
hit  clemeRcy.  He  reviled  fa  the  inoft  imemp^atft 
hngua^  thdr  bafenefi  and  infblence :  but  white  bk 
voice  and  geftures  expfelied  the  violence  of .  ftk  liirjr« 
a  blood-vefTel  btirft  in  his  body,  and  Valentinian  fell 
fpeechlefs  into  the  arms  of  his  attendants ;  [a.  o.  375* 
Nov.]  in  a  few  minutes  the  emperqr  of  the  weft  ex* 
pired  in  the  fifty-fourtli  year  of  his  age>  and  4uiviag 
nearly  completed  the  twelfth  year  6f  his  reign. 

Gratian,  who  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Valentinian  by 
his  firft  wife  Severa,  was  in  the  feventeenth  year  of 
his  age ;  he  had  married  the  daughter  of  Conftantius» 
and  had  already  received  from  his  father  the  title  of 
Auguftus.  But  Gratian,  when  Valentinian  expired, 
was  in  the  palace  of  Treves,  many  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  the  camp  of  Bregetio.  The  foldiertt 
who  occupied  that  camp,  were  influenced  by  Mello* 
baudes  and  Equitius,  who  commanded  the  lUyrian  and 
Italian  bands  ;  .and  an  infant  prince,  only  four  years 
old,  the  fon  of  valentinian  by  his  fecond  wife  Juftina, 
was  invefted,  by  military  acclamations,  with  the  titles 
of  fupreme  pbwer.  The  temperate  prudence  of  Gra« 
tian  induced  him  to  acquiefce  in  the  choice  of  the  army, 
and  to  diflemble  his  refentment  till  he  could  fecurely 
puhifli  the  authors  of  the  confpiracy.  He  advifed 
Juftina,  and  her  infant  fon  Valentinian,  to  fixiheir 
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refidence-iR^'B^an,  while  heafiumed  the  more  aiw: 
diioas  coftiitmnd^efj  the  conmtries  beyond  the  Alps  ;i 
btft  though'  he  behaTod  -wi(h  jmifdrm  tenderneb  to<^ 
wards  his  colle^^gue^  he  graZtuaUy  confounded  the  of-^ 
iice  of  a  fciardian  with  !the  authority  of  a  JpyeilsigOA 
The  Roitxan'>(Kror}d  wasgoTeniid  ia  the  joiat  .nai^.^ 
*f  ValenSr^Onaian>  and  Valeotinnii;  b^Mhi^ppiw^r 
AJF  Valcm  inas  otofmed-to  the^eaft,  nor  was  he A^br«(l 
to^iftteHet^iifi'tHeadfxiittiftra&OAof  t^^  . 


i 


tUAf* 


TRY  aOMAN  rafflRIKf  jxt 


CHAPTER   XYIII, 

JWAtoOBRS  or  THE  PASTORAI-  RATIONS— PllOGRfESS  OF  T!0t^ 
HtrtlS  ntOM  CHINA  TO  EWOPB— MJOHT  OF  THE  OOTHSi-** 
THBY  PASS  THE  DANUQE:^^  OTHIC  WAR--JDEF&AT  AMft 
PEATH  OF  VALENS^RATIAH  IKVSSIS  THBMOVOS  WITH 
THE  |:AST£RN  EMPIIUU-HIS  CHARAC  UK  AMD  WCG3UPm, 
J^E^pE  A^  S£Tr(.]^M|£NT  OF  TKE  QOTHS. 

From  the  reign  of  Valens  may  be  dated  the  Fall 
of  the  Roman  empire.  The  invafion  of  the  Huns 
impelled  the  Gothic  nation  on  the  provinces  of  the 
weft  2  the  original  priiiciple  of  motion  was  concealed 
in  the  remote  countries  of  the  north  ;  and  the  latent 
caufes  of  thefe  emigrations  may  be  iUaftrated^  by  coiit 
iidering  the  tribes  of  hunters  and  (hepherds,  who,  in 
every  age,  have  inhabited  the  immenfe  plains  of  Scyr 
thia  or  Tartary;  whofe  active  valour  has  over-turned 
the  thrones  of  Afia,  and  fpread  devaftation  through 
the  countries  of  Europe.  In  reviewing  a  nation  of 
ihepherds  and  warriors,  the  important  articles  of  their 
diet,  their  habitationst  and  their  ej^erdfes,  ate  worthy 
pbfervation. 

The  (hepherdsof  the  north,  too  indolent  to  culti- 
vate the  earth,  depend  for  their  fubiiftence  on  their 
numerous  flocks  and  herds:  Thefe  accompany  them 
in  their  march ;  and  the  luxuriant  vegetation  of  the 
e^afs  in  the  uncultivated  wafte»  affords  fufficient  paf- 

X  4  ture 
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ture  for  the  hardy  cattle.  The  fmgular  tafte  of  the 
favages  of  Scythia  for  horfe-fleOi  facilitates  their  mi* 
litary  operatioa$;  ta  their  rapid  incurfioiks,  the  cavalry 
is  always  followed  by  an  adequate  number  of  fpare 
horfes^  ^wbich  may'  be  uTed  to  redouble  the  fpeed>  or 
f^ti^y  the  hunger  of  thf  ^arharisiQa*  In  a  hafty  o^tfctii 
tb«y  pEQvi4et^n9{iMvfft  w(h  little  .balls  of  Irnvd  eufdj 
ndai^h.tbay^iiTalve  in*mter^  and  this  uniobftandal 
dlukHifWHtifffimtfor  rritay  days  the  life  and  eten  fyi^ 

The  houfes  of 'the 'iVrtirs  are  ftti^ll  cfval  tents, 
which  afford  a  promifcuous  habitation  for  both  fexes  j 
tb^.pal^s  o(,  t^e  ^ch^.  wl^iclv  9:otif}ft  of  woedtio  huts, 
v^y  Ipe. drawn  on  a  waggon  by  a  team  of  oigfii.  Ab 
fp9^  ^.  tli^  for^g^  of  a  certain  diftri^  is  confumed* 
t]i^  tribe  mairches  to  frej^  pgflur^ :  their  qhoice '  of- 
f^Ltions  is  rfgxilaied  by  t^e  fe^fofis;  and.tb^  a^ve^and 
reilj^fs  fptri^  of  the  Tartar -fsalculates  him  h^lbltu^Hy 
fpr  emigratiw^snd  copqueft. 

.T^e  ipsg[}agefnept  of  th^r  herds  is  devolved  do  thetr 
q^^lj^ji^es  while  t^ey  tboair^lves  employ  their  hours-in 
th^  am)jifepe^ts  of  the  chace^  In  every  age  they  have 
be^n  i;ei^br|i.t^civ^;{kil^ul  ridqrs^  and  their  pjajns  pro^ 
d^2^  iirofig  aed:ureful  breed  of  borfes;  they  ext^I 
in  ||ie  fp^i^ge^iiei^t  of  the  lance^  and  the  bow ;  and 
it  ^eafy  to  transfer  to  the  annoyance  of  a  human  ene^ 
iny,  th^f  p^tieng^  ^ni  ikill  which  have  long  been  ex« 
efcjfed  If)  |h^  d^ftru^ioa  of  wild  b^iafts, 

ThetVagfani  tribgs  or  hqrds:.of  Scythia  were  united 
by  varioi^fperinaileB^  taufes  under  a  fupreme  head, 
OR  whottv  (b^y.  b60:owQd  the  title,  of  Kb^n,  Jbx)\xg\ 

they 


VHb  ikiMAtf^^nwi^*.  -  3:13 

tSsy'acknowlcdged  herediitTy  fucceffion,  yet  as  it  wa^ 
the  duty  of  a  Tartar  ft)«f«igii  to  lead  hiifubjefts  to 
\^r,  the  claims  of  an  infant  were  often  dtfregarded,^ 
ahd  fome  martiil  ktnfmiin  was  entrufted  with  the  royal 
acilhority.     Two  dtftind  and  regtiJar  taxes  were  im-* 
piofed,  to  fapport  the  dignity  of  the  chief,  and  eaj^h^ 
amounted  to  the  tithe  both  of  their  property  and  of » 
their  fpoiK    In  defcribing  the  extent  6f  Scythia,  <he 
"vfhole  longtitttde  of  it,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Danbbe' 
to  the  fea  of  Japan,  is' about  one  hundred  aiSd"* fen  de-* 
grees,  or  more  than  five  thoufand  miles ;  and  in  lati'- 
tnde,  we  may  advance  from  the  fortieth  degree,  aBote 
die  thOlifand  Ihiles,  tiU  we  are  ftopped  by  the  ektSEh€ 
ctM.  of  Siberia.  ' 

The  Huns,  who  in  the  reign  of  Valens  threatened' 
the  Roman  empire,  bad,  in  a  more  early  period,  beeia 
fbrmSdable  to  that  of  Chma:  Their  original  feat  was, 
IH'obably,  a  traft  of  country  on  the  north  fide  of  the- 
great  wall.  The  valour  of  the  Huns  extended  their' 
narrow  limits ;  but  their  profperity  was  interrupted  by 
a  variety  of  revolutions ;  and  before  the  end  of  the 
firft  chriftian  aera,  the  power  of  their  Tanjous,  or 
princes,  which  had  entirely  extended  over  the  empire 
of  China,  was  utterly  deftroyed.  The  moft  pufilla-* 
nimous  5f  the  Huns  mingled  witl>  their  conquerort 
theSienpi,  a  tribe  of  Ori^Qtal  Tartars ;  fifty-dght  horda 
implored  the  prote£tion  of  China,  and  were  appointed 
to  guard  the  province  of  Chanfi,  and  the  territory  of 
Onous:  but  the  mo^re  warKke  tribes  of  the  Huns 
maintained  the  undaunted  fpirit  of  thdr  anceftors } 
and  in  two  great  divifions,  directed  their  marcSh  to* 

wardg 


^ 


vif&xis  tk^  Oxus  and  towards  the  Vb%3«  The  lif(l<^ 
t^re  eolonka,  afterwards  :caUed  the  Wj^t  Hum,  ef^ 
t^bUfl^f  d  tbemfelves  i^  jSiogdiana,  and  abandc^Md  theur 
paftoral  Itfi^  for  permanent  Jiabitations.;  thra*  vicinky 
to  Perfia  often  involved  them  in  wars  with  that  mo% 
naicby ;  and  ;oa  memoraUi^  viflory  pver:Firuz,4hey 
dUpiayed  their  valom  anjl  ntoderatids. 

^  Thefecood  dlvifioa  of  the  Huns.Qdvanced  towardi 
the  north-weft. ;  and  in  their.  kboriou&. march,  thdi^ 
nativ§„  fer^f nefs  was  augmented  foy.  their  intercour(e 
with  tlaie  lavage  tribes^  T^ei^  independefit  fpirit  reje^ed 
tbf^llireditarv  fucc^on  of /the  .Xanjous}  each  hor4 
V9fi£9y«r$^d  by  its.pecttU^r  Mur/a^  or  £ither,  and 
the  council  of  the  Murias  direfied  the  ineafures  of  the , 
wholp.  nation.  A.  dark^tes^al  elapfed,  after  the  Huns 
of  tlfe  yolg;i  were  1<^,  to  the  Chinefe,^  before  they 
Ihiowed  tt^^{elv«s«  to  f he  R(Q^]|ian$.  After  crbiSn^ . 
th^iVplgf^  to  the  wefi^ .  they  inyaded  th«  pbi&s  betveei^ 
tte  Vqlg^  -apd  the  Tsmais,  covered  with  the  tents  of  the 
AJtani,  a  raqe  of  barbaris^is  lefs  favage  and  deformed^' 
bi|t.  not  leis  ipartial  and  icfdependent  tba^  the  Htins^ 
%hc  b?ii^s  of  tfai?  Tsuiais  beheld  the  triumph  ol'thJtf 
J^MUt  owr  the  xoUe&ed  ^rce  of  the  Alani :  the  greats 
eQ^parrofthevanquiihed  incorporated  themrelves  witb^ 
the  yi&oxf^  i  and  the  Huns,  with  augmented  numberif 
HHd  confid«ZKe,  ptoce^d^  to  invjide  the  limits  ()f  the 
Ulorhic  empire*  »       " 

*  The  great  Ilermanrie  was  alarmed  by  thi^Jorthidable' 
boft^f^Hfikftowi^  enemies^  and  he  foon  difccveretf 
his  vafifel  tribes,  provoW  hy  op^reffiotiy  iJtere-moM. 
lDcli)g^4  t<>  fecpijd  th^ji  to  repdi  the  invaders.    The; 
* .  punifli* 


^ntfltttent  of  theioxioceiit  wife  of  one  of  the  ch|e&# 
vbo  had  delerted  the  fiandard  of  the  Gothic  t|raiirt 
was  aviMged  by.  the  brothers  of  the  onfortuaa^e  wo«* 
man.    The  aged  king  of  the  Goths,  after  laaguiftiog 
fpnife  tioie,  4kd  of  the  wound  they  bad  iaflid^^ 
^A.  p.  375*3  1*be  teigns  of  government^  on  his  deaths  . 
lirere  left  in  the  bands  of  Withimer,  who,  with  ibmf^ 
$tytbian  auxiliaHes,  was  defeated  and  flain  in  a  decifivc 
l^Ie  by  tbe  IJuns  and  Alani.  The  perfon  of  Wnhericy 
the  infant  king,  was  faved  by  the  diligeace  of  Alath^us 
Vid  Saphra^t,  two  warriors  of  approved  fidelity  i  thefe 
cpndi(£le4  the  rexnfiining  Qfh-ogotbs  toward  the  Nie(^ 
tert  a  rivei:  which  ^ow  i^parates  tbe  Turkifli^  s^ai 
RuflifHi  donsunioni,  and  on  the  banls^s  of  which  Arba« 
n^ie  had  fi:(ed  the  camp  df  the;  Vifigoth^*    Adetadt^ 
mem  of  cavalry  belongipg  to  the  |Iuns,  .pafled  the 
mer  at  a  ford  by  the  light  of  the  moon^  and  eiicoQi^ 
piled  and,  attacked  Athanaric^  vho  whb  difficukf 
Tietreate4  into  the  hilly  country*    A  jndicions  pla« 
(>f .  defenfive  war,  which  heiiad  formed,  was  difap% 
pointed  by  the  impatience  of  his  trembling  country* 
llien,  vfho  were  pi^fuaded  that  the  barrier  of  the 
Dam|be  alone  conld  fave  them  from  thebarbarians  of 
$py.thia«    Atbanai:ic>  ijd^o  had  formerly  fwom  momf 
tafet  hi&  foot  on  tb$  territqryjOf  the  empire  redred 
vrith  a  faithful  band  of  followers  into  the  mountainont 
country  of  Caucaland ;:  ^d  the  body  of  the  nation  of 
YiiigothS|  led  by  Frixigem  and  Alavtvuit  advanced  tp 
|be  banks  of  the  Daaubcj^  to  implore  th^  |iroteQao9 
«C  tb9€?apcror9f  thecaft.:  ,  -  .. 


.■  A.  ».  375.]    Vatens,  ^ftcr  terminating' tfce  Gothic^ 

war,  bad  fixed  his  refidence  at  Aiitiocli,  when  he 

was  informed  by  the  officers  who  guarded  the  Danube, 

tbat  the  north  was  agitated  by  a  furious  tempeft ;  thaf 

a  monflrous  race  of  favages,  called  'Huns,  had  folv 

ipcrted  the  power  of  the  Goths,  who,   with  paAetic 

lamentations,  implored  the  proteAion  of  the  Romatf 

jfotrcrnmcnt,  and  reqnefted  the  permiffioh  of  cnhivat- 

ing  the  wafte' lands  of  Thrace,  and  to  become  the 

obedient  fubjefts  and  feithful  proteftors  of  therepub* 

Kc.     The  mind  of  Valens,  no  longer  guided  by  the? 

wifdom  and  authority  of  his^br^ther, 'who  had  expired 

l6t;^ard$  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  was  alarmed* 

Shd  '{Perplexed.     The  difirefsfu}  fituation  of  the  Gothi?, 

which  required  a  peremptory  decifion,' precluded  de^ 

lay,  the  favourite  refburce  of  fecHe  niftids;  theihl- 

fiffi^  whom  he  confuhed,  applaudied  the  Ifberality  of 

;fcrturre,  which  had  conduftcd,  from  the  nioft  diftahi 

^couDtrics  of  the  globe,  an  army  of  ftrangers,  to  de- 

tferid^he  throne  of  Valens, '  The  prayer's  oF  the  Gothi 

>t(r,e  granted,  and  the  governors  of  the  Thkcian  dioi- 

.^qcfe  v^ere  ordered  to  make  necefiary  prepatacloQS  ftrf' 

ifeepafli^ge  and  fubfiftcnce of  a  great  people  , till  a  pro^ 

r  jpei:  tttritory  could  be  allotted  for  their' future  refi- 

.  di^hce*     But  two  conditions  were  annexed  to  the  ini* 

|«!riaMiberality ;   the  Goths,   before  they  pafled  thfe 

?  Wanabe,  were  to  deliver  their  arms,  and  their  6hildrei 

v^^re  to  be  difperfed  through,  and  educated  in,   the 

.. provinces* of  Afia.  '• 

f  .;  The  Goths,  during  the  interval  of  the  fa^godariojrf, 

.  ^ude  fevcf^al  attempts  to  pais  the  Danube ;  they 
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btd  Wn  at  conllahtty  tepul&d  by  the  vigilanf  <Mc&tt 
of  the  frontier.  The  imperial  mandate  was  at'  length 
teceivcd,  anfd  the  whole  mafs  of  the  Gothic  jieoplet 
bf  botli  fexte  and  (^  all  ages,  amounting  to  near  t 
million^  was  transported  with  labour  and  diflicuTty  over 
the  great  river*  The  children,  at  leaft  thofc  of  a  dif* 
tinguiihed  rankj  were  cohduded  without  delay  to  the 
leau  afiigned  for  their  relidience  and  education :  but 
the  ftipulation  moft  important,  was  (hamefuHy  eluded; 
the  barbarians,  who  confidered  their  arms  as  the  eil- 
figri  of  their  honour  and  the  pledges  of  their  fafety, 
confented  to  proftitute  their  wives  and  daughtersj  or  to 
furrender  their  wealth,  to  purchafe  the  connivance  df 
the  infpeaors*  The  Goths  were  permitted  to  enter  tHc 
boats  with  arms  J  and  When  coKeftcd  on  the  other 
fide  of*  the  river,  tHcir  ciamp,  which  fpread  over  tiie 
'plains  and  hills  bf  Maefia,  aflumed  a  threatening  a& 
][yeA.  Alatheus'  and  Saphrax,  the  leaders  of  the 
Oftrogoths,  with  their  infant  king,  foon  apfMsared  da 
^e  banks  of  the  Danube,  and  m  Vain  endeavoured  to 
Obtain  from  the  favour  of  Valens  the  fame  indulgeiitc 
Which  had  been  incautioufly  granted  to  the  Vifigocht* 
'  At  this  drifis^  when  an  unfettled  nation  of  batta- 
'ftens 'required  the  firmed  temper  and  the  mofr  det- 
t^bus  management,  the  military  government  of  Tbraee 
Was  exerciied  by  Lupicinus  and  Maximus^  two  aim 
^ifqiially  deftitute  of  capacity  and  inte^ity.  To  gtt« 
t}fy  their  own  avaH<iei  they  ftudiouOy  augmented  the 
^'#aiits  of  the  barbarians,  who,  when  their  property 
was  exhauRed^  were  compelled  to  purchafe  a  tempo* 
rary  fubfidehce,  even  by  th6  fale  of  their  fens  aad 

daugh* 
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daughters*    A  fpirk  of  difcomentfnrcntled  diroagtf^ 

d»e  caap  of  the  barbamns,  who  loadly  comp lamed  of 

the  hoftSe  co&duA  of  ibair  new  allies^    Tbe  damoun 

o£  ibemuldtiide  alarmed  the  ghHty  Luptciou  and 

Uaximusi  they  attempted  to  diiperfe  the  Gothc  through 

the  interior  provinces^  and  to  urge  the  compliance  of 

the  barbarians  by  the  terrctrs  of  a  military  ibrce.     la 

coHeding  an  army#  they  diiarmed  the  flnps  and  forti%> 

fications  which  defended  the  Danube.   .  The  vigila&t 

Alatheus  and  Saphrax  feized  the  opportunity ;  on  rafts 

and  fucb  ve&Is  as  could  be  tnftantly  procured,  they. 

tranfported  over  the  river  their  army  aod  their  king, 

and  pitched  their  independent  camp  oa  tbs  territotica^ 

c^  the  empke*  .      .     .. 

TbQiighrAIavivus  and  Fritigern  poflfeiled  at^rft  as^ 

f^al  authority  ever  the  ViGgoths,  yet.  the  fuperior 

.qualities  of  Fritigiem*  foon  aflumed  the  miliuu:y  com^: 

mand:  He  courted  the  friendihip,  and  tinited  xmder: 

thefap:)e  ftandard,  the  Oilrogotbs ;  and  proceeded  by 

.flow  marches  towards  MarcianppoHs,  the  capital  of 

Jofcer  Msfia^  about  feventy  miles  from  the  Danube^' 

Lupicinus  invited  to  an  entertainment  t])e  .fead^ra^ 

the  0aths  y .  their  martial  train  remained  under  .aims  at 

ihe  entrance  of  the  palace.   The  gates  of  the  diywens: 

^|tri^^  guarded,  and  the  barbarians  excluded  from  the' 

fH(4^-ofva.pWti^l  market.    The  dorifioo  of  the  townf* 

jqMn  ,li{QaiBi^d  th<irv  indignation  i  blows  fuccqeded,.and: 

*iwiQi^'  were  at  length  drawn.  Lupicinus  was  informed: 

\by>^rJ3ie{i^er,  that  many  pC  his  foldiers  wereilatar 

.,a»f}.hejifu^>.command  to  revenge  their. deashs,  by 

«j^j(ni^Qa(rf  of  the  guards  of  Fritigern  and  Alavivus^ 

..     ..  The 


Thie  chmorous  fliouts  and  dying  groans  apfm&d  Frw 
tigem  of  his  danger.  «'  A  tr}fl!iig  difpute/'  fald  die 
Gothic  leader,  <<  appears  to  have  arifimbcrmw -de 
**  two  nations ;  but  it  may  be  pr&duftive  of  the  mod 
*'  dangerous  conrequences^  unlefs  the  tumult  is  imme* 
^'  diately  pacified  by  the  affurance  of  out  lafety,  and 
*<  the  authority  of  our  prefencc."  At  ihefc  words^ 
Fritigern  and  his  companions  drew  their  fwords,  and 
forced  their  paiTage  through  the  ftreets  and  gates  of 
Marcfanopolis :  They  were  received  by  the  Gothic 
camp  with  loud  acclamations,  and  the  hoftJle  banners 
of  the  barbarians  were  inftantly  difplayed.  Lupicinos» 
at  the  head  of  fuch  a  military  f<M-ce  as- be  could  Mlily 
colled,  encountered  the  Goths  about  nine  males  from 
Marcfanopolis;  the  day  was  adverfe.  to  the  Romans, 
and  the  ineffe£lual  valour  of  the  foldiers  ierved  only 
to  procure  to  themfelves  an  honourable  death,  and  to 
ftott&  the  ignominious  tight  of  then*  guilty  leader. 
The  barbarians  inftantly  fpread  their  devaftatbns 
through  the  province  of  Thrace;  and  their  courfe  was 
marked  by  the  conflagration  of  villages^  and  the  maa- 
gled  bodies  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  report  of  the  Gothic  viAory  was  foon  dISilfed 
over  the  adjacent  country ;  and  the  mintfters  of  Videni 
were  anxious  to  remove  beyond  the  Hellefpont  a  nu* 
meroQS  body  of  Ooihs,  who  bad  been  received*  imiot 
the  fervice  of^  the  empire,  and  were  encaittpedJiinder 
the  walls  of  Hadrianople.  But  the  hoflile  threets  wtrii 
which  she  fifft  magiftrate  of  Hadrianople,  4St4ht  bead 
'of  an  armed  but  undtfcipiiiied  Altitude;  wgeii  iicfer 
:       :.  ^   .  ^de- 
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depafttffet  provoked  the  indignant  tiiarbarians ;  thef 
preftmly  ttifperfad,  and  defpoiled  of  their  armour  ti» 
mkivaiitke  populace.  On  the  arrival  of  Fritigeni> 
thejr  ranged  tbemfelves  und«r.^fafg  ^bandard,  and  fig* 
naliscid  their  ardodr  in  the  fiege  of  Hadriamople#  Bat 
Fritigern  foon  difcovered,  that  in  the  attack  of  f0rti«> 
fications^  the  effort!  of  coarage  alone  are  feldom  e&e« 
tmii  and  raifuig  the  fiege^  he  revenged  hisdifi^ 
poiflMienft  by  tl^  deftradioa  of  the  adjacent  country* 

A.  j>.  370*3  Valens^  on  the  inteUig^ice  of  ite 
rebeUian  of  the  Golhs,  declared  his  refohition  of 
mutehitig  agianft  them^  and  folicited  the  affiftanee  of 
Ills  ntfAieWy  ihe  emperor  of  the  weft«  Ridhoifiieri  the 
count  of  the  domeftias^  i^as  dilpatched  by  Gradam 
vntfa  the  Gallic  legions*  cojifiderably  reduced  by  d<- 
{erUoni  asd  joined»  kiTbraoe,  Trajan  axKlPn^turue^ 
nrho  weri  entr  ufted  with  the  conduct  of  the  Gothic  wai' 
during  the  abfenc^  of  Valaas.  The  geseral9>  in  coim- 
idlp  refoived  to  feek  and  encounter  the  barbarians, 
who  had  eifeamped  in  the  meadows  near  the  fouthem 
moiith.bf  .die  Danube.  Fntigern»  whofe  vigilant  eye 
beheld  the  imperial  forces  encreafing,  recaUed  to  his 
fiatHdard  hil  fcattered  detachments.  The  undaunted 
;€Ourl^ge^  ^f  the  G^ths  was  oppofed  by  the  iUll  and 
4i(cipiine  of  the  Romtos  i^  the  cohfli£|  was  fupporied, 
<wiih  altersttMte  fuecefs,  frdm  dawn<>f  day  to  a  late  boor 
iof  evoniog)  and  when  the  two.  armies  nttreated  to 
rthtir  fdpiedhre  catips^  neither  of  them  ebUU  cl^n  tike 
faottOHtt  ^r  the  effeas  of  a  dedfive  viaory.  Ibe  inft* 
*tkf  imiaber  of^the  Roouma  rendete4.|hem  left  aUeto 
-J  fiqpport 
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fiipport  the  real  lofs ;  but  the  Goths,  confounded  ac 
the  unexpected  refiftance,  remained  feveii  days  withfti' ' 
the  fortification  of  their  waggons. 

The  imperial  generals,  grown  prudent  from  expe* 
rtence,  adopted  the  more  rational  plan  of  confining 
3jfd  deftroying  the  barbarians  by  famine,  by  a  chain 
of  well-chofen  pofts.  The  defign  was  profecuted  with 
(kill  and  diligence  by  Saturninus,  the  mafter-general 
of  the  cavalry ;  but  the  fyftem  was  interrupted  by  the 
alarming  information  that  new  fwarms  of  hoftile  na- 
tions had  pafled  the  Danube.  The  fagacious  Fritigern 
had  cemented  an  alliance  with  Saphrax  and  Alatheus, 
the  leaders  of  the  Oftrogoths ;  he  had  obtained  the  aid 
of  the  Taifalas,  a  people  as  celebrated  for  their  miK- 
tary  virtues  as  difgraced  by  the  public  infamy  of  their 
unnatural  amours.  But  his  moft  powerful  auxiliaries 
were  drawn  from  his  former  enemies,  the  Huns  and 
the  Alani ;  feveral  bords  of  whom,  allured  by  the 
promifcs  of  Fritigern,  joined  the  Scythian  cavalry  ko 
the  Gothic  infantry,  and  by  their  union  rendef  ed  more 
formidable  the  hoft  of  the  barbarians. 

During  the  diftraftions  of  the  eaft,  the  emperor 
Gratian  in  the  weft  was  engaged  in  a  ferious  an4 
bloody  conteft  with  the  Alemanni.  [a.  d.  387,^  •  Tfie 
intelligence  that  Gratian  was  preparing  to  lead  his 
forces  to  the  ailiftance  of  Valen«,  'pointed  out  to  the 
reftlefs  Alemanni  the  moment  of  *  fuccefsful  inVafioA : 
,They  paffed  the  Rhine  on  the  ice  with' fdme'fmall  de- 
tacbmetitSy  and  the  military  ^power  eU'^ie  iraiiot!, 
Ito^unting  to  forty  thoufand  men,  rapidly  folioXved. 
The  legions  which  had  l^eeix  ordered  into  P<mnonia 

Vol.  L  Y  ,  were 
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were  immediaiely  recalled  |  and  the  jotithful  emperor 
took  the  field,  accompanied  by  the  experienced  Nani- 
enu^  and  Mellobaudes,  who  united  in  bis  perfon  the 
characters  of  count  of  the  domelllcs  and  king  of  the 
Franks.  In  the  plains  of  Alface,  the  well-pradifed 
evolutions  of  the  Romans  triumphed  over  the  valour 
of  the  Alemanniy  five  thoufand  only  of  whom,  after 
the  death  of  their  king,  efcaped  into  the  woods  and 
mountains*  The  emperor  purfued  his  vidory  into  the 
country  of  the  Alemanni:  the  barbarians  fued  for 
peace}  and  the  conduft  of  Grati^n,  whofe  courage, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  was  diftinguiihed  in  the  fore- 
mod  ranks,  infpired  his  fubjeds  with  the  hopes  of  a 
long  and  aui^icbus  reign. 

While  Gratian  enjoyed  the  applaufe  of  hts  people, 
the  emperor  Valens  was  received  at  Conflantinople 
with  murmurs  and  reproaches.  He  was  urged  by  the 
clamours  of  the  multitude,  to  march  againft  the  bar- 
barians, whom  be  had  incautioufly  admitted  into  his 
dominbns ;  and  the  infults  of  the  prefumptuous  citi- 
:2sens,  provoked  the  fatal  ralhnefs  of  Valens,  and  haflen- 
ed  the  downfal  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  mind  of  die 
emperor  was  elated  by  the  achievement^  of  his  lieute* 
nants;  the  valiant  Frigered  bad  intercepted  and  de« 
feated  the  Taifals,  whofe  king  was  flain  jn  battle.  Se- 
baftiao,  mailer-general  of  (he  infantry,  at  the  head  of 
a  fele£l  detachment,  had  furprifed  a  large  body  of  the 
Goths  in  their  camp,  and  the  immenTe  fpoil  he  reco- 
vered filled  the  city  of  Hadrianople  and  the  adjacent 
plain.  Jhefe  fplendid  exploits  excited  the  emulation 
of  Valens }  he  confidered  vi&ory  as  certain,  4ndhav« 

,    ing 


Idg/ftretigthened  his  airmy  by  a  num^rdiift  feitifatte» 
ugtent  of  veterans,  he  condufled  his  itiafch  from  Con- 
ftantinople  taHadi^ianopl^^  with  a  (kill  which  prevented 
the  hoftile  adivity  of  the  barbarians. 

Thccartpof  Valens  was  pitched  under  the  walls  of 
Hadrianople,  and  a  council  aflfembled  to  decide  the 
fate  of  the  emj^eror  and  the  empire.  .  The  obfequious 
doquenc6  of  Sebaftian  prevailed,  who  reprefented 
every  doubt  of  viSiory  as  unworthy  the  majefty  of  the 
Roman  lAonarch.  The  fecretarts  of  Fritigern  pre* 
dpitated  the  ruin  of  Valens;  he  declared,  he  wa$ 
willing  to  employ  16$  arms  in  the  defente  of  the  em- 
pire, if  he  could  fecure  for  his  countrymen  a  fettlenieht 
on  the  Wade  lands  of  Thrace:  but  as  he  doubted  the 
ready  confent  of  the  barbarians,  he  exprefled  his  with 
that  the  treaty  might  be  fupported  by  the  terrors  of 
an  imperial  army.  Count  Richomer,  who  returned 
from  the  weft  at  the  fame  time,  informed  the  emperpr 
of  the  eaft,  that  his  nephew,  Gratian,  having  tri« 
u^phed  over  the  Alemanni,  was  advancing,  by  hafty 
marches,  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  legions,  ^  tp 
infure  by  bis  junflion  the  fuccefs  of  the  Gothic  war<» 
But  Valens  was  afluated  by  a  fatal  pride  of  jealoufy : 
he  difdained  the  advice,  and  rejefled  the  ^d  of  hid' 
youthful  kihfman ;  and  fbothed  with  the  vain  dreath 
of  conqueft,  rulhed  headlong  on  death  and  deftruc« 
tibn.  .  . 

A.  D.  378,  Auguft  9th*]  On  the  ninth  of  Auguft^ 
the  emperor,  leaving  his  baggage  and  military  treafure 
und^r  a  ftrong  guard,  marched  from  Hadrianople' to^ 
attack  the  Goths,  who  'wer4  encamped  abottt  twelve 
'  *  Y  a  miles 
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miles  from  the  city.  By  fome  miftake,  the  right  Wing 
arrived  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  whiUt  the  left  was  at  a 
Gonfiderable.  diftance  ^  and  thie  foldiers  of  the  latter, 
in  endeavouring  to  quicken  their  pace,  were  thrown 
ijtito  unavoidable  confu(i(Mi^  While  Fritigern  anxiouily 
expedled  the  return  of  the  Gothic  cavalry,  which  had 
been  detached  to  forage  in, .the  adjacent  country,  he 
continued  to  prafiifehis  former  arts;  and  during  fome 
hours  of  fruitlefs  negociaJtjqn,  the  Romans  exhaufled 
by  hunger  and  thirft,  were  expofed  to,  the  rays  of  a 
burning  fun.  The  return  of  ythe  Gothic;,  fqtia^rons 
commanded  by  Alatheos  and  Saphtax  was  the  fignal 
fbr  battle;  the  iniperial  cavalry  fled  before  them;  the 
Soman  infantry,  abandoned  atid  furrounded  on  every 
fide,  was  broken  and  cut  .to  pieces.  The  emperor 
Valens,  wounded  and  deferted  by  his  guardq,  fought 
protection  among  the  Lance^rii  and  Mattiarii,  who  ftiU 
maintained  their  ground.  His  generals  Trajan  and 
Vi^or,  apprifed  of  his  danger,  flew  with  a  fmall  body 
of  troops  to  his  refcue  ;  but  on  piercing  to  the  fpot, 
they  found  only  broken,  arms  and  mangled  bodies, 
without  being  able  to  difcover  their,  prince  dead  or 
alive*^  Several  ^hiftorians  relate  that  Valens,  by  his  a£-^ 
tendants,  was  removed  from  the  field  of  battle  to  a 
neighbouring  cottage,  which,  while  they  endeavoured 
ta  drefs.  bis  wovind,  wgs  attempted  l)y  the  enemy,  who 
provoked  by  a  difcharge  of  arrows,  fet  fire  to  an  ad- 
jj3!'cent  pile  of  faggots,  and  with  thte  cottagsi^onfumed 
the  emperor  of  the  eaft.  A  bpy  who  Reaped  from  .a 
window,  albne  f»rvived  to  inform  the  barbarians  of 
the  ineftiiuable:  prize  they  had  Joft  by  their '  rafbnefs. 
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In  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Hadrianoplc,  befides'  the 
emperor,  two  maft^r-generals  of  the  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, two  great  officers  of  the  palace,  thirty-five 
tribunes,  and  two-thirds  of  the  Roman  army  periflied; 
and  the  remainder  was  only  faved  by  the  approach  of 
night,  and  the  calm  courage  which  Vlftor  and  Richo- 
'mer  difplayed  amidft  the  general  confternation. 

The  pride  of  the  Goths  was  elated  by  their  vi(5^ory, 
but  then-  avarice  was  difappointed  by  the  obftinate  re- 
•fiftailCe  df  Hadrianoyfle,  in  whi6h  the  greateft  part  of 
*the  imperial  wealth  had  been  fecured.  After  an  im-  > 
politic  maffacrc  of  three  hundred  deferters,  the  indig- 
nant barbarians  raifed  the  fiege,'  and  poured  from  the 
wallk  of  Hadrianople  to  the  faburbs  of  Conftantinople. 
While  they  gazed  with  admiration  on  the  fplendid  capi- 
tal of  the  eaft,  a  patty  of  Saracens  engaged  in  the 
fertice  of  the  Romans,  faflied  from  one  of  the  gates ; 
the  cavalry  of  Scythia  yielded  to  the  fwiftnefs  and  fpi- 
rit  of  the  "Arabian  horfes,  and  the  Goths  were  difmay- 
cd,  when  they  beheld  a  naked  Arab  apply  his  lips 
to  the  wound,  and  fuck  the  blood  of  a  Gothic  foldier 
whom  he  had  flain.  The  northern  barbarians  retired 
from  the  inacceffible  ramparts  of  Conftantinople,  and 
poffeffing  themfelyes  of  the  narrow  pafs  of  Succi  in  the 
defiles  of  Mount  Hsemus, .  they  fpread  themfelves  over 
a  fertile  country,  as  far  as  the  confines  of  Italy  and 
the  Hadriatic  fea. 

On  the  firft  reception  of  the  Goths  into  the  empire, 
their  fons  had  been  diftributed  through  the  cities  of 
the  eaH: ;  thefe  youths  had  betrayed  their  wifhes  to 
imitate  the  glorious  example  of  their  fathers.    Tha 
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.death. of  Valens  had  left  the eaft  witjiout  a  foverelgn ; 
and  Julius,  the  mafter-general  of  the  troops,  after  hjr 
had  received  difcretionary  powers  from  the  fenate^ 
concerted  with  the  principal  ofEcers  effedual  meafurcs 
for  extirpating  the  Gothic  youth  in  Afia*  [a.  o.  378.] 
/rhefe,  under  the  pretence  of  receiving  a  liberal  grant 
of  lands  and  money,  were  colleded  into  the  forum  of 
every  city :  the  ftreets  and  avepue^  were  lined  with 
Roman  troops;  a|  the  fame  hour,  thrpughoyt  the  ci« 
<tie8  of  the  eaft,  ihe  fons  of  the  Goths  were  the  vidim^ 
of  an  indificriminate  flaughter ;  and  the  perfidious, 
.but  perhaps  neceflary,  policy  of  Julius  delivered  the 
Romans  from  this  dangerous  and  domeftic  enemy. 

The  emperor  Gratian  was  far  advanced  on  his  inarch 
toward  the  plsuQs  of  Hadrianople,  when  he  was  inform* 
€d  by  yt(5lor  and  Richomer  of  the  fate  of  his  colleague^ 
and  the  deftruftion  of  two  thirds  of  the  Roman  army* 
The  modeft  youth  felt  hjmfelf  unequal  to  the  fupport 
of  a  finking  world ;  a  formidable  hoft  of  Germani 
threatened  to  overwhelm  the  provinces  of  Gaul;  th^ 
government  of  the  eaft  required  the  prefence  of  a  hero 
and  a  ftatefman ;  and  the  emperor  invefted  vnth  the 
purple  the  great  Theodofius^  then  an  exiles  and  whoib 
father^  the  redorer  of  Britain  and  Gaul,  had  fi^fiered 
only  three  years  before,  an  unjufl:  and  ignqminiout 
death  under  the  authority  of  Gratian  himfelf. 

Theodofms,  who  had  early  diftinguiihed  himfelf  ii^ 
ilVIaBfia  by  vanquiOiing  an  army  of  the  Sarmatians,  after 
the  melancholy  fate  of  his  father  had  retired  to  culti*- 
yate  hb  patrimony  between  Valladolid  and  Segovia j 
[a.  p*  3I9.  Jan.  19.]  fyom  th$nce  he  waf  called  to 
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receive  the  imperial  enfigns  at  Sirmium.  To  the  for- 
mer dominions  of  the  eaftern  empire  were  added,  with 
*the  conduftof  the  Gothic  war>  the  diocefes  of  Dacta 
and  Macedonia;  and  Theodofius,  with  the  general 
admiration  and  approbation  of  the  Roman  world,  in 
the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age,  was  honoured  with 
the  title  of  Auguftus,  and  afcended  the  throne  of  the 
eaft. 

The  Great  Theodofius,  for  by  that  honourable 
epithet  he  was  afterwards  diftinguifiied,  fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  TheiTalonicd,  the  capital  of  the  Maieedoniaa 
diocefe.  Inftead  of  attempting  to  encounter  in  any 
decifive  battle  the  numerous  hoft  of  the  victorious  bar* 
barians,  by  an  extenflve  and  well  concerted  plan  df 
operations  he  defeated  and  cut  off  the  feparate  4^ 
tachments.of  the  enemy ;  [a,  d.  379 — 382.]  the  for- 
tifkations  of  the  cities  were  ftrengtbeiied,  discipline 
ivas  again  revived ;  and  confidence  infenfibly  reftored 
to  the  Roman  legions.  The  deliverance  of  the  pro- 
vinces was  rather  the  work  of  prudence  than  of  valottr$ 
and  the  new  emperor  never  failed  to  feize  and  improve 
every  favourable  opportunity:  nor  could  a  long  and 
dangerous  difeafe  divert  his  attention  from  the  public 
fervice.  The  death  of  Fritigern  diffolved  the  union 
of  the  barbarians,  who  had  hitherto  fubmitted  to  the 
direction  of  his  fuperior  genius :  A  fpirit  of  difcord 
arofe  among  the  independent  tribes  and  nations ;  Mo* 
dar,  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood  of  the  Amali,  was 
allured  to  join  the  Roman  ftandard  ;  the  illuftrious  de- 
ferter  foon  obtained  the  rank  of  mafter*^eneral ;  H9 
iurprifed  an  army  of  his  countrymen  immerfed  in  wii^ej 

Y  4  and 
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and  after  a  cruel  daughter  of  the  barbarians,  returned 
with  four  thoufand  waggons  to  the  imperial  camp. 
Even  the  re*union  of  the  Goths  under  Athanaric,  who, 
driven  from  the  woods  Caucaland^  had  at  length  paff- 
cd  the  Danube,  contributed,  by  the  policy  of  Theb- 
dofiusj  to  eflablifh  the  peace  of  the  empire*  Age  had 
chilled  xhe  daring  fpirit  of  Athanaric,  and  he  liftened 
to  the  fair  propofal  of  an  honourable  treaty.  Thea- 
doiius  entertained  in  Conftantinople  his  new  ally  with 
the  magnificence  of  a  monarch.  The  barbarian  prinqs 
obferved  with  curious  attention  the  variety  of  objeds 
which  attraifted  his  notice.  ^^  I  now  behold,'^  ex* 
claimed  he,  "  what  1  never  could  believe,  the  glories 
^  of  this  ftupendous  capital  j  the  emperor  of  the  Ro- 
^^  mans  is  without  doubt  a  god  upon  earth,  and  the 
^^  prefumptuous  man  who  dares  to  lift  his  hand  againft 
^^*  him  is  guilty  of  his  own  blood.*'  The  iiHem- 
perance  .of  the  judge  of  the  Vifigoths  did  not  long 
allow,  hint  to  enjoy  the  fplendours  of  Conftantinople  ; 
but  th^  policy  of  TheodoHus  ereded  a  ftacely  monu- 
ment to  his  memory,  and  the  whole  army  of  Athanaric 
:^n]ifted  under  the  ftandard  of  the  Roman  empir^. 
The  fubmiilion  of  fo  large  a  body  alarmed  each  in- 
.dependent  chieftain,  who  haftened  to  conclude  a  fepa- 
Tate  treaty  ;  [a.  d.  382.  Oftober.]  and  the  final  capl- 
tulation  of  the  Goths  may  be  dated  ibur  years  and 
near  two  monLh3  after  the  death  of  the  emperor 
.Valens* 

The  reftlefs  fpirit  of  the  Oftrogoths,  under  Alatheuft 
and  Saphrax,  had  fought  new  fcenes  of  rapine  and 
^lory }  their  deltru^iv^  courfe  had  been  pointed  to- 
wards 
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wards  the  weft :  after  an  interval  of  four  years,  i^ 
which  they  had  concluded  and  violated  a  treaty  v^it^ 
the  emperor  Gratian,  they  returned'  with  accumulate^ 
force  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  [a.  d.  3S6.3  The 
artiBces  of  the  general  who  commanded  on  the  Thra^ 
ciau  frontier  precipitated  the  deftruflion  of  the  barba« 
rians;  by  the  dexterity  of  his  fpies,  he  allured  them 
to  attempt  the  paflage  of  the  Danube  in  a  dark  nigbt» 
in  hopes  of  furprifing  the  fleeping  army  of  the  Ro- 
mans :  but  when  they  had  nearly  reached  the  fouthem 
bank  of  the  river,  in  the  confidence  that. they  Ihould 
find  an  eafy  landing,  their  progrefs  was  unexpected}/ 
ilopped.by  a  triple  line  of  veiTels ;  and  a  fleet  of  galUes, 
urged  down  the  ftream  by  the  oars  and  tide,  funk  and 
difperfed  the  feeble  canoes  of  the  barbarians.  Ala- 
theus,  their  general,  periflied  with  his  braved  troops  ; 
and  though  xhe  lad  divifion  of  the  embarkation  might 
regain  the  oppofite  fhore,  yet  deftitute  of  counfel,  and 
incapable  of  adion,  they  foon  implored  the  clemency 
of  the  viftorious  enemy. 

The  Vifigoths  obtained  fettlements  in  Thrace;  th^ 
Oftrogoths  in  Phrygia  and  Lydia ;  and  the  barbarians 
procured  the  fol^  poflefSon  of  the  diftri&s  appointed 
for  their  refidence :  they  cheriihed  their  native  lan- 
guage and  manners,  rejeded  the  laws  and  jurifdi&ion 
of  the  magiftrates  of  Rome,  and  acknowledged  alone 
the  fovereignty  of  the  emperor.  An  army  of  forty 
thoufand  Goths,  maintained  for  the  fer vice  of  the  ea£- 
tern  empire,  aflumed  the  tide  of  Faderath  or  Allies, 
and  were  diftinguifhed  by  their  gold  collars,  liberal 
pay,  and  licentious  privileges.     Though  the  counte*- 

zu^ices. 
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fiances  of  the  barbarians  were  ftilt  hoftile,  yet  expa* 
tieiice  encouraged  the  hope  that  they  would  hereafter 
acquire  the  habits  of  induftry  and  obedience.  Thefe 
^xpedatlons  were  frequently  difappbinfed ;  during  the 
itivil  Mnx  againft  Maximus,  a  nutnber  of  Gothic  d6- 
fcrttrt  rietired  into  the  morafles  of  Macedonia,  wafted 
^be  kdjacent  country,  and  before  they  fubmitted,  com- 
pelled the  emperor  to  march  againft  them  in  peirfon  : 
^et  as  the  barbarians  were  not  incapable  of  gratitude, 
fcveral  leaders  devoted  themfelyes  to  the  fuppoft  of 
the  empire ;  and  the  nation  was  infenfibly  divided  into 
two  fadions.  The  Goths  who  considered  themfelves 
-the  friends  of  Rome,  were  direfted  by  Fravitta,  an 
liondur&'Ue  youth,  diftingui(bed  from  his  countrymen 
%  his  poike  manners  and  liberal  fentimmits|  the  fierce 
Priulf  aflferted  the  independence  of  a  more  numerous 
band  of  followers.  The  fatal  fecret  of  their  domeftic 
difpntes  was  betrayed,  through  intemperance,  at  the 
Imperial  table.  The  aftoniihed  emperor  diifembled 
his  refentment ;  but  Fravitta,  alarmed  at  the  infblence 
*piF  his  rival,  JPollowed  Priulf  from  the  palace,  and 
-^drawing  his  fword,  laid  him  dead  at  his  feet.  The 
xhampioh  t)f  Rome  was  protefted  from  the  fuperior 
liuinber  of  his  aiTaiiants  by  the  interpofition  of  the 
imperial  guards ;  but  thefe  fcenes  of  barbaric  rage 
difgraced  the  palace,  and  excited  the  jealoufy,  of  the 
iemperor  of  the  eaftt 
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t>EATH   OF    ORATIAN—RUIN    OP    ARIANKM^CIVIL    y»jf^% 

'  AGAINST  MAXlMUS.*wa>M0^8nUTtOK  OF  THEOBOSiUSJL 

j()£ATH  OF  VALEKtWiAN  Ur-^SPTIL  WAR  AOA^iST  BUGOL 

NIUSr-DEATW  OF  THE0»0gWf-4»fiS?1lUCTI0N  OF  FJIQ*. 

'NISM-  '....*     1       .  .     f 

TmE  early  fafli^irf  Crraliaa  was  equal  to  that  of 
jthe  mod  celebrated  priaoes  i  beforie  he  accompltflied 
•bis  twentieth  year,  Jbe  bad  endeared  himfelf  byhb 
amiable  difpofition,  affable  inaniier^»  his  valour  and 
dexterity  in  arms,  to  his  friends,. to  hii  fuhjeAs,  aiid 
to  his  foldierfi.  The  five  fucceeding  years  of  his  reign 
undermined  that  reputation  which,  had  been  eftabliih^d 
with  fo  much  care ;  attentive  obfervers  dificovered  hit' 
apparent  virtues  rather  to  fpring  from  a  royal  educai» 
tion,  than  to  be  the  fpontaneous  growth  o(  nature  k 
his  tractable  temper  allowed  him  to  receive  with  faci<- 
lity  the  impreffions  of  the  faithful  counfellors  of  hig 
father,  but  when  time  or  accident  had  removed  thefe^ 
he  became  equally  open  to  the  fuggeflions  of  lefs  able 
and  more  ambitious  minifters.  The  confcience  of  th^ 
credulous  fon  of  Valentinian  was  direded  by  faints 
and  bifliops,  who  confidered  the  negled  of  the  divine 
law  as  the  mod  capital  crime :  his  perfon  was  entrufted 
to  the  care  of  the  Alani ;  he  cultivated  the  efleem^ 
and  participated  the  amufements  of  thefe  barba[riaa 
guards ;  his  ikiii  and  boldnefst  which  might  be  ufeful 

to 
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to  a  foldier,  were  vainly  difplayed  in  the  cbacc ;  and 
he  infulted  the  public  prejudice  by  frequently  (hevring 
himfelf  to  his  army  aiul  people  with  the  bow, 
the  quiver,  and  fut  garments  of  a  Scythian  warrior. 
Such  a  fpedack  filled  tlje  legions  with  grief,  and  ia- 
.^gaation^  even  tbc.'Gcrmaiis  affeded  to  difdain  the 
faorrid  appeairance>oftlfae  ^latvages^Qf  the  north,  and 
regarded  ^h-  di%ttft  aind  ^tfediitem  the  unworthy 
partiality  of  the  emperor  of  the  weft. 

The  revolt  of  Maximus  in  Britain  foon  decided  the 
hie  ef  Gratian.  "  This  bold  candidate  for  imperial 
dignity  was  a  native  of  Spain;  the- countryman^  the 
iellow-foldier,  and  the.^  rival  of  ^Tfaeodofius,  whofe 
elevation  he 'had  ^regarded  with  eniiry  and  refentment. 
The  events  ^of  his  life  had  long  fixed  him  in  Britain, 
ahd  fome  doubtful  teftimoaies  have  given  him  in  mar- 
riage to  the 'daughter  of  a  lord  of  Caernarvonfliire ; 
but  whatever  authority,  civil  or  military,  Maximus 
might  have  pofiefled  in  Britain,  it  is  certain  he  was  not 
invefted  with  either  that  of  governor  or  general.  His 
difcontent  might  inclme  him  to  cenfure  the  conduct  of 
his  Ibvereign,  and  encourage  thetnurmurs  of  the  foU 
diers,  who  in  concert  with  the  provincials,  with  a  tu* 
inultuary  but  unanimous  voice,  proclaimed  him  em« 
peror.  If  we  give  credit  to  his  own  declaration,  he 
was  compelled  to  accept  the  imperial  purple}  but  the 
moment  he  had  violated  his  allegiance,  he  extend* 
ed  his  ambition  beyond  the  limits  of  Britain,  and 
wifely  refolved  to  prevent  the  defigns  of  Gratian.  ^  He 
invaded  Gaul  with  a  fleet  and  an  army,  wbieh  have 
long  been  remembered  as  the  emigration  of  a  confif 

derable 
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derable  part  of  the  Britifli  nation ;  and  the  armies  of 
Gaul,  inftead  of  oppofing  the  march  of  Maximum, 
received  him  with  joyful  acclamations*  The  (landard 
of  Gratiaii  was  abandoned  even  by  the  troops  more 
particularly  attached  to  the  fervice  of  the  palace,  and 
the  emperor  of  the  wdH  fled  towards  Lyons  with  a^ 
feeble  train  of  three  hundred  horfe.  He  might  ftiil 
have  reached  in  fafety  the  dominions  of  his  brother, 
if  he  had  not  been  amufed  and  deceived  by  the  perfi- 
dbus  proteftations  of  the  governor  of  the  Lyonnefe 
province,  [a.  d.  '383.  Aug.  25.]  The  arrival  of 
Andragathius,  the  general  of  the  cavalry  of  Maximus, 
put  an  end  to  his  fufpenfe:  andOratian  was  delivered 
to  the  aflaflin,  who  boldly  tisrminated  by  death  a  reign 
of  eight  years,  during  the  latter  part  of  which  the  fon 
of  Vaientiqian  had  forfeited  the  refpe6t  and  confidence 
of  the  Roman  world;  with  the  emperor  perilhed 
his  powerful  general  Mellobaudes,  the  king  of  the 
Franks. 

The  rapid  fucceflion  of  thefe  events  rendered  it  im- 
poflible  for  Theodofius  to  march  to  the  relief  of  his 
benefaQor.  His  grief  for  the  fate  of  Gratian  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  arrival  of  the  principal  chamberlain 
pf  Maximus.  The  ufurper,  by  his  ambafiador,  con- 
defcended  to  juftify  his  conduft,  and  protefted  that  the 
murder  of  Gratian  had  been  perpetrated  by  the  precis 
pitate  zeal  of  the  foldiers.  To  Theodofius  he  ofiBered 
in. a  firm  tone  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war,  aad 
concluded  with  a  declaration,  that  if  his  friendfliip  was 
rejedted,  he  was  prepared  to  difpute  in  a  field  of  battle 
the  empire  of  the  world. 

Though 
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Though  the  Toice  of  honour  and  gradtode  called 
sibttd  on  Theodofius  to  revenge  the  fate  of  Gratian^ 
it  whofd  liberality  be  was  indebted  for  tlie  imperial  di- 
adem; though  the  prisctplfcs  of  juftice,  and  the  att^ 
Sdai  fabric  of  government,  would  receive  a  fat^l  ffabck 
from  the  impunity  and  foccefsfid  ufitrpation'  of  Max- 
itnus ;  yet  thefe  confiderattons  were  overbalanced  hf  a 
(mfe  of  fuperior  duties*  Thd  aiTafiin  o£  Grktian  pof* 
fefied  the  mod  warlike  provinces  of  the  em[iire ;  the 
eaft  was  exhaufted  by  the  Gothic  >Rrar ;  the  barbarians 
of  .the  northmenaced  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Roman 
iiame;  and  an  innocent  people  would  be  involved  in 
the  punifliment  due  atone  to  the  crimes  of  the  rebeh 
Theodofius  accepted  the  alUance  of  the  tyrant;  but 
be  ftipulated  that  Maximus  fhould  content  himfelf  with 
the  countries  beyond  the  Alps»  and  that  the  brother 
df  Gratian  fhould  be  fecured  in  the  fovereignty  of  Italy^ 
Africa^  and  the  weftern  Illyricum. 

The  orthodox  bifliops  who  bewailed  the  death  of 
Gratian,  foon  difcovered  that  unfortunate  youth  had 
committed  the  fceptre  of  the  eaft  to  ii  prince  whofe 
fervent  zeal  was  fupported  by  a  more  vigorous  capa- 
city*   To  Theodofius  belongs  the  glory  of  fubduing 
the  Arian  herefy>  and  abaliflbing  the  worfliip  of  idols^^ 
in  the  Roman  world.     The  orthodox  faith  of  Theo- 
dofius was  confirmed  by  an  argument  adapted  to  the 
iheaneft  capacity  :  He  had  lately  beftowed  on  hi$  eldeft 
^n  Arcadius  the  title  of  Auguftus.    The  two  princes 
were  feated  on  a  throne  to  receive  the  homage  of  theirs 
fobje&d ;  Ami^iiochius,  bUhop  of  Icomum,  approach* 
ed  Theodofius  with  reverence,  buta'ccofted  hisfoti 

with 


,.TH5   ROMAN   EMPIRE.  ^  535 

^ilh  familiarity'*  The  indignant  monarch  gave  oj{;dera. 
that  the  rudic  prieft  (hould  be  inftantly  driven  from  hisr 
prefence;  but  while  the  guards  were  tbrufting  him  out, 
^e  dextrous  Polemic  exclaimed,  ^'  Such  is  the  trea^ 
•*  menty  Q  emperor !  which  the  king  of  hea\*en  haa^ 
*f  prepared  for  thofe  impious  mea  who  affe£t  to  worlhip 
^^  the  Father  but  refufe  to  acknowledge  the  equal  ma«. 
''  jefty  of  his  divine  Son.*'  Theodofius  immediate!/ 
embraced  the  bifhop  of  Iconium,  and  never  forgot, 
the  important  leifon. 

A.  D.  380.  Feb.  28.]  The  emperor  of  the  ealt,, 
during  the  Gothic  war,  had  received  the  facrament  of 
baptifm  from  the  orthodox  bifliop  of  Thefifalonica  f 
and  by  a  folenln  edift  had  proclaimed  his  own  faith, 
and  branded  all  who  diflented  from  it  with  the  name 
of  heretics^  [November  26.]  Mis  entrance  into  Con- 
ftantinople  after  a  fuccefsful  campaign,  at  the  head  of 
a  vidtorious  army,  confirmed  the  hopes  of  the  catholics. 
He  eje^ed  from  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  the  capi-* 
lal,  the  Arian  Damophilus,  and  elevated  in  his  place 
Gregory  Nazianzen,  the  undaunted  champion  of  the 
l^icene  creed.  The  different  churches  throughout  the 
cad  experienced  the  fame  fate ;  and  this  ecclefiaftical; 
revolution  was  conduced  with  fo  much  difcretion  and, 
vigour,  that  the  religion  of  the  emperor  was  eftabliih*^ 
ed  without  tumult  or  bioodihed.  But  Gregory  l^azi*, 
anzen  enjoyed  only  a  fliort  time  bis.  newly  acquii:ed, 
dignity ;  the  validity  of  his  ele£tion  was  difputed,,  and. 
the  humility  of  Gregory  prompted  him  to  a  ready  re-^ 
fignation.  [a.  d.  381:]  He  was  fucceeded  by  the 
fenator  Nedtarius^  recommended  by  his.  eafy  temper^^ 

and 
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and  who  was  obliged  to  delay  his  confecration  till  he 
bad  received  the  rites  of  baptifm. 
'  A  council  at  Conftantinople  completed  the  theolo* 
gical  fyftcm  of  Nice ;  and  the  edids  of  the  emperor 
TheodoHus  denounced  the  moft  fevere  penalties  againft 
the  minifters,  the  aflemblies,  and  perfons  of  the  here- 
tics. The  fedaries  were  gradually  difqualified  for  the 
poflfeOion  of  honourable  and  lucrative  employments ; 
yet  the  penal  edidts  of  Theodofius  were  feldom  en- 
forced ;  and  it  was  referved  for  his  colleague,  Maxi* 
mus,  to  ftied  the  blood  of  his  chriftian  fubjefts  on  ac- 
count of  their  religious  principles,  [a.  d.  385.}  Of 
the  Prifcillianifts,  whofe  rigid  notions,  by  abfolutely 
condemning  the  ufe  of  the  marriage-bed,  difturbed 
the  peace  of  families,  and  even  the  tranquillity  of  the 
provinces  of  Spain,  feven  were  tortured,  condemned, 
and  executed  by  the  fentence  of  the  Praetorian  prae- 
feft. 

Ambrofe,  defcended  from  a  noble  family  of  Romans, 
had  attained  in  the  regular  gradation  of  civil  honours, 
the  ftation  of  confular  of  Liguria,  a  province  which 
included  the  imperial  refidence  of  Milan.  At  the  age 
of  thirty-four,  before  he  had  received  the  facrament 
of  baptifm,  the  governor,  without  art  or  intrigue,  was 
ilnanimoufly  faluted  by  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
^ith  the  epifcopal  titles  and  the  relufhmt  magiftrate 
was  compelled  to  undertake  a  fpiricual  ofBce  ill-fuited 
to  the  occupations  of  his  forrtier  life ;  but  the  aftive 
force  of  his  genius  foon  qualified  him  for  ecclefiaftical 
jurrfdiftion,  and  he  condefcended  to  direft  the  confd- 
cnce  of  the  emperors,  and  the  adminiltration  of  the 

empire. 
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empire.  Gratian  loved  him  as  a  father ;  and  ,on  the 
death  pf  that  unfortunate  prince,  urhen  Juftina  trem- 
bled for  her  own  and  her  fon's  fafety,  Ambrofe  was 
twice  difpatched  to  the*  court  of  Treves,  and  by  his 
dexterity  and  eloquence  contributed  perhaps  to  check 
the  ambition  of  Maximus  and  proteft  the  peace  of 
Italy, 

,  But  it  was  the  misfortune  of  Juftina,  who  adorini- 
ftered  in  the  name  of  her  fon  Valentinian  t^e  affairs  of 
'  Italy,  to  be  attached  to  the  Arian  here(y.     She  pTo- 
pofed  to  the  bifliop  to  refign,  for  the  religious  fervice 
of  the  emperor,   a  fingle  church  either  in  the  city  or 
the  fuburbs  of  Milan.     Ambrofe,    confiding  in  the 
caufe  of  orthodoxy,  declared  his  refolution  to  die  ra- 
ther than  yield  to  the  impious  facrilege.     The  people 
of  Milan  approved  the  fentiments  of  their  archbifhop, 
and  openly  infulted  the  Arian  ecclefiaftics ;  even  the 
devotions  of  the  emperor  and  his  mother,  when  pub- 
licly performed,   required  the  fecurity  of  a  military 
guard.     The  laws  of  the  empire,  fome  of  which  were 
infcribed  with  the  naifte  of  Valentinian,  ftill  condemned 
the  Arian  herefy ;  but  the  mfluence  of  Juftina  procur- 
ed an  edidl  of  toleration  for  thefe  fedaries,  and  capital 
punifliment  was  denounced  againft  all  who  (hould  in-' 
fringe  the  imperial  ordinance.     The  jprobable  violation 
of  this  kw  by  the  inflexible  fpirit  of  Ambrofe  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  fentence  of  banifliment ;  but  the  intrepid 
archbifhop  refufed  to  comply,  and  his  refufal  was  fup- 
'  J3ortcd  by  the  zealous  people :  Thefe  guarded  the  fa- 
cred  perfon  of  Ambrofe,  the  gites  of  the  cathedral, 
V6L.  I.  Z  and 
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and  the  epifcopal  palace.  After  an  ineffeSual  block- 
ade by  the  reludant  imperial  troops,  and  a  fplendid 
difplay  of  miracles  by  the  pious  archbifliop,  Juftina 
and  her  Arian  court  were  t:ompell€d  to  give  way. 
The  fovereign  of  Italy  found  himfelf  unable  to  contend 
with  the  favourite  of  heaven;  but  in  the  advice  of 
TheodofiuSi  and  in  the  hoftiie  defigns  of  Maximui, 
we  mufl:  not  omit  that.thci  powers  of  the  earth  fe^afon- 
ably  interpofed  in  the  defence  of  Ambrofe* 

MaximuSi  who  had  employed  thie  wealth  extorted 
from  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  in  colledting  a  formi- 
.  dable  army  of  barbarians,  chiefly  from  Germany,  fe- 
cretly  meditated  the  deftruftion  of  a  youth  whofe 
government  was  abhorred  by  his  catholic  fubjedls^ 
That  he  might  occupy  without  refiftance  the  paffes  of 
the  Alps,  he  prefled  Domninus,  the .  ambaflador  of 
Valentinian,  to  accept  the  aid  of  a  confiderable  body 
of  troops,  for  the  fervice  of  a  Pannonian  wan  Not- 
withftanding  the  doubts  fuggefted  by  Ambrofe,  the 
offer  was  accepted  by  the  incautious  council  of  Milan. 
The  march  of  the  auxiliaries  was  guided  by  the  ara- 
baffador,  but  the  tyrant  followed  with  filent  footfteps 
in  the  rearj  and  the  appearance  of  his  cavalry  firft 
announced  his  hoftile  intentions  to  the  fovereign  of 
Italy.  Juftina  arid  her  fon  placed  their  only  hopes  in 
flight,  and  reached  Aquileia  in  fafety :  but  dreading 
the  event  of  a  fiege,  (he  refolved  to  implore  the  pro- 
teftion  of  Theodofius;  and  embarking  in  a  harbour 
of  Iftria  with  Valentinian,  Ihe  traverfed  the  extent  of 
the  Hadriatic  and  Ionian  feas>  and  at  length  Unded  at 

l^efia^ 


THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE. 


339 


Theflalonica.  The  fubjedls  of  Valentinian  readily  fub- 
niitted  tb  the  ufurper ;  and  the  only  refiftance  Maxi- 
nius  experienced  wa^  from  iEmona,  a  fmall  city  fitua- 
ted  on  the  verge  of;  Italy. 

Theodofius  fixed  the  refidence  of  his  royal'  guefts 
at  Theffalonica,  and  foon  yifited  that  city,  accompa- 
nied by  the  greateft  part.of  his  G0urt.and  fenate.     The 
majority' of  h?s  council  prbpofed  and  approved  the 
moft  decifive  meafures  againft  the  boundlefs  ambition 
of  Maximus;  and  their  reafons  were  feconded  by  the 
princefs  Galla,  whofe  charms  powerfully  pleadiid  the 
caufe  of  her  brother  Valentinian.     [a.  d.  387.]     The 
heart  of  Theodofius  was  foftened  by  the  tears  of  beau- 
ty ;  and  the  celebration  of  the  royal  nuptials  was  the 
affurance  of  war.     The  alliance  of  tlie  Perfian  king 
was  fecured  by  treaties ;  and  the  difpqfition  of  the  for- 
ces of  the  eaft  diftrafted  the  attention  of  Maximus, 
A  chofen  body  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Ar- 
bogaftes,  might  penetrate  through -the  Rhastian  pro- 
vinces into  the  centre  of  Gaul ;  a  powerful  fleet  in 
the  harbours  of  Greece  and  Epirus  menaced  Italy,  and 
endangered  the  fecurity  of  Romej    and  Theodofius 
himfelf,  at  the  head  of  a  bjave  and  difciplined  army, 
advanced  tb  encounter  the  tyrant,  who,  after  the  fiege 
of  iEmona,  had  fixed  his  camp  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Sifcia,   a  city  fortified  by  the  rapid  ftream  of.  the 
Save. 

The  fuperior  genius  of  the  emperor  of  the  eaft,  de- 
cide the  fate  of  Maximus  in  the  fpace  of  two  months. 
[a.  d.  388.  June,  Auguft.]  The  fteady  valour  of  the 
Gauls  and  Germane  was  confounded-  by  the  dexiraus 
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evolutions  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Goths,  the  Huns, 
and  the  Alani.  The  tyrant  hitnfelf  appeared  deftitute 
of  military  (kill  and  perfonal  courage  >  his  forces,  com^ 
manded  by  his  brother  Marcellinus,  were  defeated  in 
a  iharp  confli£i:  on  the  banks  of  the  Save ;  and  Tbeo- 
dofius  preiTed  forward  with  fuch  diligence  into  the 
plain  of  Italy,  that  Maximus  had  fcarce  time  to  ihuc 
againft  the  viStor  the  gates  of  Aquileia.  The  difaf- 
fedion  of  the  garrifon  haftened  the  downfall  of  the 
ufurper,  who,  difrobed  of  the  imperial  ornaments, 
was  condu£teci  to  the  camp  of  Theodofius,  and  was 
abandoned  by  the  emperor  to  the  ^  vengeance  of  the 
foldiers,  who  indantly  feparated  his  bead  from  his  body« 
His  fon  Victor,  whom  he  had  aflbciated  to  the  purple, 
died  by  the  order  of  'Arbogaftes.  Theodofius,  aftef 
refiding  during  the  winter  in  Milan,  made  his  tri- 
umphal entry  into  Rome  in  the  enfuing  fpring. 

In  the  fuccefs  of  the  civil  war,  the  clemency  of 
Theodofius  was  confpicuous.  The  Moorifh  guards  of 
the  tyrant  had  been  maffacred  in  the  moment  of  vic- 
tory J  a  few  obnoxious  criminals  fuffered  the  punifh- 
ment  of  the  laws :  but  the  humanity  of  the  emperor 
preferved,  and  his  liberality  fupported,  the  aged  mo- 
ther and  infant  daughters  of  Maximus.  The  tempe- 
rance and  cbaftity  of  Theodofius  are  equally  thefub- 
jedls  of  defer ved  panegyric  ;  he  enjoyed  the  pleafures 
of  the  table  with  moderation,  and  confined  his  amorous 
paffions  to  their  bwful  objed.  His  wifdom  and  his 
valour  rendered,  his  ^4mini{lration  refpedable  to  his 
fubjeds  and  his  enemies ;  and  even  amidfl:  the  duties 
of'  his  itnperial  flation,  he  found  fome  hours  for  the 
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inftruftivc  amufement  of  reading,  and  the  diligent  ftu* 
dy  of  hiftory.  Yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  wheii 
his  mind  was  not  engaged  in  fome  vigorons  ptirfilit,  he 
too  frequently  repofed  on  the  lap  of  indolence ;  and 
a  difpofition  hafty  and  choleric,  obfcured  his  generous 
pardon  to  the  citizens  of  Antioch  by  the  inhuman 
maflacre  of  the  people'of  Theffalonica. 

The  weight  of  the  public  impofitions  had  encreafed 
the  natural  impatience  of  the  citizens  6f  Antioch,  and 
their  fury  was  difcharged  on  the  images  of  the  imperial 
family.  The  tumult  was  fuppreffed  by  the  arrival  of 
a  body  of  archers,  and  the  puniihment  of  Antiodh 
was  referred  to  the  judgment  of  Theodofius.  [a.  d* 
387.3  After  a  painful  fnterval  of  twenty-four  days, 
the  general  Hellebicus,  and  Cadarius,  mafter  of  tht 
offices,  declared  the  will  of  the  emperor.  The  proud 
capital  of  Syria  was  (tripped  of  its  privileges  and  rere* 
nues,  and  degraded  to  the  denomination  of  a  village^ 
the  baths,  the  circus,  and  the  theatres  were  (hut,  and 
the  didribution  of  corn  was  aboli(hed ;  commi(fioner8 
*were  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  guilt  of  indifiduaU^ 
and  the  noblefl:  and  moft  wealthy  of  the  citizens  of 
Antioch  appeared  before  their  tribunal  in  chains.  But 
the  minifter$  of  the  emperor  obeyed  with  relodance 
his  ftern  injunflions  ;  their  compalSon  induced  tbeth 
once  more  to  confult  the  will  of  their  fovereigo-.  The 
refentment  of  Theodofius  h^d  already  fubiided^  and  a 
free  and  general  pardon  r^(h>red  Antioch  from  defpair 
to  her  former  fplendour  and  ancient  dignity. 

TheiTalonica,  the  metropdlis  of  the  lUyrian  provin* 
ceSy  vwa$  prote^ed  by  a  numerous  g^rifon,    A  beau- 

Z  3  ,      tiful 


34^  DECLINE    AND    FALL    OF 

tiful,  boy  belonging  to  Botheric,  th«  general  of  thofe 
jtroops,  ha4  excued  the  impure  defires  of  one  of  the 
cfiariDteexs  of  the  circus,  :The  brutal  lover  was  thrown 
into  prilbix  by  Botheric  ;  but  the  refentment  of  the  po- 
jpulacefpr  the  punifliment  of  their  favourite,  prpved 
fatal  tojhe  unfortunate, general.  Botheric  and  feyeral 
,of  bis  principal  officers-  were  inhuinanly  murdered; 
and  the  empercf ,  then^  at  Miiauj  >yas  furprifed  with 
theJntelligence,of  the  infyrredion  and  cruelty  of- the 
fKCople  pf  ..Theflalonica,  [a.  d.  390O  Inftead  of  a 
temperate  judicial  inxjuirj,  he  condemned  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  jcity  tq  a  proanfcuous  flaughter.  In  ihh 
^f xecufioji .  of  this  fanguinary  decree,  artifice  and  the 
jieady  fwords  of- the  barbarians  were  employeji%  The 
p^ople^o^  Theflalonica  wer^e  invited,  in  the  name  of 
Jt^eir  fqyereigi},:to  the  game^ of  thecircus :  the  ftreets 
adja^egt^were  lined  with  barbarian  foldiers  \,  .and  in 
gb^e^  .Uimrf>  without  difcrjmination  of,  (Grangers  or 
natives,  of:^ilt,or  ipinoGence>  fifteen  thoufand  viSiras 
werA  A^iriifiQed  to  the  manes  of  Botheric,  Ambrofe^^ 
who,  had  acquired  an  ^Icehdant  over  the  mind  of  The- 
/  -odofiuSi  hearti^qf  themaffajcre  of  Anti^cJL  with  horror 
and  ai^guiQi ,  h^  reprefent.ed  the  enormity  of  the  crime, 
ifnd  .ejjfj^d  fro^i  t^e  ej^iperor  the  humiliating  condi- 
lipp  of^a,p}iblic  peniiancg.  ,  After  a  delay  of  eight 
jmopthsj,.  Theodofius  wasreftored  to  the  commlinion 
of  ttit  ^]^}thfu]  i  and  the  edict,  which  interpofes  an  in- 
terval of  thirty  days  between  the  fentence  and  the  exe- 
^cation.may.bd  confider^d  as.  th^  fri^iits  of  his  repen- 
.tance,.  .  .^      .  ]      '     ;    A    ,.   "      '  ' ""' 
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Though  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  tyrant  of  Gaul 
had  given  Theodofms  the  poffeffion  of  the  Roman 
world,  the  generofity  of  that  prmce'  reftored  Valenti- 
nian  to  his  former  dominions  ;  and  adding  fo  them  the 
countries  beyond  the  Alps  recovfered  from-Maximus, 
he  withdrew  to  Conftantinople.  The  emprefs  Juftipa 
did  not  long  furvive  her  return  to  Italy;,  and  her  fon, 
while  his  fubjeds  contemplated  with  pleafure  his  dawn- 
ing virtues,  before  he  had  arccom^Iiflied  his  twentieth 
year,  fell  :a  viftim  to  domeftic  treafon.  Arbogaftes, 
by  birth  a  Frank,  had  joined  the  ftandard  and  contri- 
buted to  the  viftory  of  Theodofius :  his  fervices  were 
rewarded  by  the  appointmeftt  of  mafter-gerieral  of  the 
armies  of  Claul ;  but  this  important  command  infenfi- 
bly  funk ^alentinian  into  the*depiendent  condition  of  a 
captive.  'After  having  in  vain  employed  the  mediation 
of  Ambrofe,  the  impatient  emperor  delivered  to  his  ge-, 
neral  a  paper  which  difmiffed  him  from  ^11  his  employ- 
ments. '"-My  authority,"  replied  Arbogaffes,  "  does 
^^  not  depend  on  the  fmile  or  the  frown  of  a  monarch;'* 
and  he  contemptuoufly  threw  the  paper  on  the  ground. 
The  indignant  prince  was  with  difficulty  reftrained 
from  drawing  his  fword ;  [a.  d.  391 .]  and  a  few  days 
after  this  quarrel  Valentinian  was  found  ftrangled  in 
his  apartment.  The  crime  of  Arbogaftes  was  repre- 
fented  to  the  world,  as  the  voluntary  effeft  of  the 
young  emperor's  defpair :  his  body  was  conduftcd  to 
Milan;  his  funeral  oration  was  pronounced  by  Am- 
brofe; and  the  rhetorician  Eugenius,  who  had  at- 
tained the  rank  of  raafter  of  the  offices,  was  elevated, 
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by.  the  artful  and  judicious  ArbogafteSi  to  the  imperial 
throne. 

Ahhough  Theodo0u8  received  with  indignation  the 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  Valentinian,  and  the  per- 
fidy of  Arbogaftes,  he  difmifled  the  ambalTadors  of 
Eugenius  vfiih  fplendid  prefents  and  an  ambiguous  an« 
fwef.  Two  years  were  confumed  in  the  preparations 
for  civil  war.  The  ,pious  monarch  was  anxious  to  dif- 
cover  the  will  of  heaven  ;  and  the  hermit  John,  who 
inhabited  an  humble  cell  near  the  city  Lycopolis,  deli* 
vered  the  afTurance  of  a  bloody  and  infallible  vidory. 
The  predidion  was  fupported  by  the  induftry  of  the 
matter- generals  Stilicho  and  Tbomafius,  and  the  dif« 
ferent  bands  of  barbarians,  the  Iberians,  the  Arabs, 
and  the  Goths ;  among  the  latter  of  thefe  the  renown^ 
ed  Alaric,  firft  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war  in  the  fchool  of  Theodofius. 

Arbogaftes^  who  in  t^e  name  of  Eugenius  ruled  th^ 
weftern  empire,  attempted  not  to  defend  the  extent  of 
a  wide  and  vulnerable  frontier ;  he  fixed  his  ftation  on 
the  confines  of  Italy,  and  abandoned  even  tbepafles 
of  the  Alps  to  the  bold  invader.  Theodofius  beheld 
with  aftoniihment  the  camp  of  the  Gauls  and  Germans, 
which  occupied  the  country  extending  to  Aquileia  and 
the  banks  of  the  river  Frigidus.  The  emperor  of  the 
eaft,  undifmayed  by  numerous  obfiacle^,  attacked  the 
camp  of  his  rivals,  and  placed  in  the  front  of  the  af* 
fault  his  barbarian  allies,  with  perhaps  the  patriotic  wi(h 
that  the  day  might  prove  &tal  even  to  the  conquerors; 
but  though  ten  thoiiiand  of  thefe  auxiliaries,  with  Ba? 
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.  curb^.  the  geqeral  of  the  Iberians,  i^eriflied  on  the 
field,  the  forces  of  the  qfurper  maintained  their  fiipe* 
riprity.  Tlieodofius  under  the  fhelter  of  night  retired, 
repulfed  and  dtfcoufolate>  to  the  adjacent  hills ;  and 
the  vigilant  Arbog^ftes  detached  a  confidetable  feody  of 
troops  to  encompafs  thq  eaflern  army.  The  dawn  of 
day  revealed  to  Theodofius  bis  danger,  and  at  the  fame . 
inftant  difpelled  his  apprehenfions.  [a.  d.  394. 
Sept.  6^.]  A  friendly  meifage  from  the  leaders  of 
thofe  troops,  exprefied  their  inclination  to  defert  the 
caufe  of  the  tyrant.  With  this  frelh  reinforcement, 
TheodoOus  marcb^  to  furprife  the  can)p  of  his  adver- 
fary ;  and  a  violent  tempeft  which  fuddenly  arofe  from 
thie  eaft,  and  impelled  the  duft  in  the  faces  of  the  ene? 
my,  feconded  the  efforts  of  the;  pious  emperor.  The 
fuperftition  of  the  Gauls  magnified  the  terrors  of  the 
(lofm,  and  they  yielded  without  fhame  to  the  invifible 
powers  of  heaven.  Ijpbe  he^d  of  the  rhetorician  £u* 
genius  was  ieparated  from  bis  body,  as  he  proftrate4 
bimfelf  at  the  feet  pf  Theodofius;  and  Arbogafties, 
who  after  the  battle  had  wandered  feveral  days  among 
the  mountains,  by  a  voluntary  death  efcaped  the  tnoff 
tifying  infult  of  a  vt^orious  rivaL 

After  the  defeat  of  Eugenius,  th^  Roman  world  ac* 
knowledged  the  authority  of  Theodofiusj  but  the  in- 
creafing  fymptoms  of  a  dropfy  announced  the  fpeedy 
dt(^olutio^  of  tjie  emperor.  His  two .  fons,  Arcadius 
and  Honorius,  had  already  obtained  from  their  father 
the  title  of  Auguftus.  To  the  former  was  allotted  the 
throne  of  Conftantmople,  andsto  the  latter  the  fceptre 
pf  the  weft  J  [a.  d.  395.  Jan.  17.  j  he  arrived  but  juft 
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in  ^tJme  to  receive  ft  from  the  hands  of  Theodofiu^, 
who  expired  in  the  palace  of  Milan  in  the  fiftieth  yea? 
icrf  his  agc>  arid  ia  the  fixteentb  of  a  reign  invariaWy 
prbfperous. 

Two  memorable  occurrences  during  the  reigti  of 
Th^odofins  demand  our  attention.  i.  The  pro- 
greffire  effeminacy  of  the  Romans  mduced  the  fol- 
^trij  under  the  adminiftration  of  that  prince,  to  lay 
afidfe'  the  defenfive  armour  which  they  had  invsLtia-' 
bfy  worn  from  the  firft  foundation  ^  the  city ;  and 
by  cxpofing  their  naked  bodies  to  the  weapons  of 
the  barbarianis,  they  enfiired  defeat,  and  precipitated 
the  faH  of  the  empire,  a.  The  ruin  of  pagaaifm, 
which  perhaps  is  the-  only  example  of  *he  tout  extip- 
patlon  of'  any'  anoJenf  arid  popular  fupetftitlon.  After 
^  vi^ory  of  Theddbiiu^'oter  Ma'xiftus,  the  Roman 
fenkte,  influehcM  by  the  wifhes  of  the  conqueror,  had 
condemned  by  a  largfe' majority 'the  anctent  rites,  and 
de^ad'ed.the  majcUy  of- Jupitcri.  -The  edifts  df  the 
cmpctorproHibited  theufeof  facrifice,  confifcated  the 
io*fibt2{ted  prapett^y  and  extingoiflied  the  hopes  of 
HS  Pagan' fubjefts  by  the  final  defti<>lition  of  the  tem-r 
pies,  many  of  which  were  the  moft  fplendid  and  beau- 
fifiaK  mdhuments  of  Grecian  arthitefture.  Severe 
pghalties'profcribed  the  worfliip  of  any  inanimate 
id6l,  by  the'facrifice  of  a  guiklefs  viftim:  the  total 
abolition  of 'the  ancient  public  worihip  confirmed  the 
religious  revolution  ;  and  twenty-eight  yfears  after  the 
dearh  of  Theodofius,  the  veftiges  of  Paganifm  were 
no  bnger  vifible  to  the  eye  of  the  legiflaror, 
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ipHAPTER   XX. 

piyiSIQK  OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE  BETWEEN  THE  SONS  Qf 
*  THEODOSIUS— REIGN  OP  ARCADIUS  AND  HONORIUS— AI); 
MINKTliATIOjI  OF  Rl|FINUS  AND  STIHCHO--REVOLT  ANift 
DEFEAT  OF  GILDQ  IN  AFt^lCA.— REyQLT  QF  THE  GOTHS-r 
TWO  INVASIONS  OF  ITALY  BY  ALARIC  AND,  RADAGAISHS^ 
THEY.ARp  REPVJLSED  By  STIL^qUO— TliE  GERMANS  OVER- 
I^UN  GAUL— USURPATION  OF  CONSTANTINE  JN  THE  WEST 
—DISGRACE  AND  DEATH  OF  STILICHO. 

1  ^iE  prpfpenty ,  of  tbie  Ramarf  wpire  c^cpired 
with  the  life:  of  Theodofius;  but  the  memory  of  hi$ 
virtues  ftill  jcontinued  to  proted  the  ioexperienced 
youth  of  his  fons,  who  were  acknowledged  by  the 
unanimous  confent  of  mankind  as  the  emperors  of 
tlie  eaft  and  weft.  Arcadius,  who  was  then  about 
eighteen  years;  of  age,  had  been  educated  in  Coxxflan- 
tinople,  and  from  thence  rergned  over  the  provinces 
of  Thrace,  Afia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  from  the 
J^ower  Oanube  tp  the  confines  of  Perfia  and  -SthU 
opia.  [a-  P*  395*]  His  younger  brother  Honorius, 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  hi*  age,  inherited  Italy,  Africa^ 
Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain  The  provinces  of  Nori- 
cum,  Pannonia,  and  Dalmatia,  belonged  to  the  wef- 
tern  enipirej  but  the  diocefcs  of  Dacia  and  Macedonia 
we»e  alTigned  to  the  lovereign  of  the  eaft :  and  m  this 
final  divifion,  of  the  Roman  worlds  the  refpe^ive  ad-^ 
vantages  of  'territory,  riches,  and  military  ftrength 
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were  fairly  balanced.  Tlie  fubje^s  of  Rome  revc* 
renced  the  names  of  their  Sovereigns,  and  execrated 
alone  the  miniflers  who  abufed  the  authority  of  the 
throne. 

The  elevation  of  Rufinus,  whofe  charader  is  ftain-^ 
ed  by  the  imputation  of  every  crime,   tai'nifhed  the 
glory  of  Theodofius^    From  an  obfcure  corner  of 
Gaul,  this  minion  of  fortune  was  raifed  to  the  ftation 
of  mafter  of  the  ofEces;   his  diligence  and  capacity 
fccured  the  confidence  of  his  fovereign,   who  long 
remained  ignorant  of  the  pride,  the  malice,  and  the 
eovetoufnefs  of  his  difpofition.     Promotus,   the  maf- 
ter-general  of  the  infantry,   who  had  prote£i:ed  the 
Empire  from  the  invafion  of  the  Ollrogoths,  regarded 
with  indignation  the  pre-eminence  of  a  rival,  whofe 
profeflion  be  defpifed.     In  public  council  the  impati- 
ent foldier  chaftifed  the  indecent  infolence  of  the  fa- 
vourite witb  a  blow :  this  aft  of  violence  was,  punifhed 
by  the  diigrace  and  exile  of  Promotus,  who  was  or- 
dered to  repair  to  a  military  (latlon  on  the  'banks  of 
the  Banube;  where,  though  he  was  flain  in  a  iktrtnifli 
tvith  the  barbarians,  his  death  was  univerfally  afcribed 
to  the  artifices  of  Rufinu?.     But  the  power  of  the 
fevourite  was  precarious,  as  long  as  Tatian  and  his  fon 
Proculus  poffefled  the  important  offices  of  prsefecl  of 
tfie  eaft,  and  of  prasfefl:  of  Conftantinople  :  they  were 
arcufed  of  rapine  and  corruption ;  and  in  the  fpecial 
commiflio'n  conftftuted  by  the  eiriperof,  Rufinus  wa$ 
appointed  prefident,  with  the  fole  right  of  pronoun- 
cing judgment.     The  father  was  thrown  into  a  dun* 
geonj  the  fon' confulted  his  fafety  by  flight;  but  the 
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unhappy  Proculus  \yas  recalled,  by  aflurances  of 
friendfliip  .from  the  prefident,  and  by  a  letter  from 
the  credulous  Tatian.  He  was  inftantly  feized,  coii- 
demned,  and  beheaded  in  the  fuburbs  of  Condantw 
nople;  and  the  miferable  father,  after  being  cOm^ 
pelled  to  behold  the  executipn  of  his  Ton,  was  per- 
mitted  to  confume  the  remnant  of  his  life  in  poverty 
and  exile. 

The  abfencc,  and  foon  afterwards  the  death,  of  The- 
odoHUs,  eftablifhed  the  authority  of  Rufinus,  who  had 
fucceeded  to  the  praefeflure  of  the  eafl,  over  the  per- 
fon  and  dominions  of  Arcadius.  He  engroifed  the 
public  wealth  by  every  art  of  partial  and  general  ex- 
tortion ;  but  he  neglected  to  conciliate  the  hearts  of 
the  foldiers  and  people  by  a  prudent  diftribution  of 
his  ill-gotten  riches,  and  his  extreme  parfimony  ex>- 
pofed  him  to  the  effefts  of  reproach  and  envy*  Lu- 
cian,  the  fon  of  the  prasfed  Florentius,  who  in  the 
reign  of  Conftantius  oppofed  Julian  and  oppreflfed 
Gaul,  had  employed  a  part  of  his  inheritance  to  pur- 
chafe  from  Rufinus  the  office  of  count  of  the  eafl:. 
But  his  virtuous  adminidration  difgraced  the  maximg 
of  his  patron;  he  had  refufed  to  commit  an  a£l:  of  in- 
juftice  which  would  have  tended  to  the  profit  of  the 
emperor's  uncle :  Arcadius  was  perfuaded  to  delegate 
the  punifhment  of  difobedience  to  the  aftive  malice  of 
the  prasfeft  of  the  eaft  ;  with  inceffant  fpeed  Rufinus 
performed  a  journey  of  eight  hundred  miles  from 
Conflantinople  to  Antioch  ;  and  the  count  of  the  eafl: 
was  dragged  before  hJs  tribunal.  Though  Liician 
was  not  even  impeached  by  the  voice  of  ari^aclciifer, 
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yet  he  was  condemned  by  hfs  inexorable  perfecutor  to 
be  chaftin^d  on  the  neck  with  leather  thongs,  armed 
with  lead  :  and  when  he  fainted  under  the  violence  of 
the  pain,  was  removed  into  a  clofe  litter,  to  conceal  his 
liying  agonies  from  the  eyes  of  the  indignant  city. 
Rufinus,  after  perpetrating  this  inhuman  ad,  return- 
ed with  fimilar  rapidity  to  Conftantinople,  in  hopes 
of  immediately  accomplifhing  the  nuptials  of  his 
daughter,  whom  he  intended  to  beftow  in  marriage 
on  his  royal  pupil  the  emperor  of  the  eaft. 

But.  while  the  praefedk  fatiated  his  revenge  at  An- 
tioch,  a  confpiracy  of  the  eunuchs,  direded  by 
EutropiuSj'  the  great  chamberlain,  undermiaed  his  in- 
fluence in  the  palace.  Arcadius  was  not  inclined  to 
love  the  daughter  of  Rufinus,  and  the  youthful  prince 
eagerly  liftened  to  the  defcription,  and  gazed  with 
ardour  on  the  piSure,  of-Eudoxia,  the  daughter  of 
Bauto,  a  general  of  the  Franks  in  the  fervice  of  Rome, 
and  who  was  educated,  fince  the  death  of  her  father, 
in  the  family  of  the  fons  of'^Promotus.  The  emperor 
concealed  with  care,  his  amorous  defigns  from  the 
knowledge  of  his  minifter,  who  announced  to  the 
people  of  Conftantinople  the  fortune  of  his  daughter, 
and  the  approaching  ceremony  of  the  royal  nuptials: 
^A.  JD,  395,  April  27.3  but  the  folemn  proceffion 
flopped  when  it  reached  the  houfe  of  the  fons  of 
Proraotus;  the  principal  eunuch  entered  the  manfion, 
inverted  Eudoxia  with  the  imperial  robes,  and  con- 
duced her  to  the  palace  and  the  b&d  of  Arcadius. 
The  fecrecy  and  fuccefs  of  this  confpiracy  fixed  an  in- 
delib^  ridicule  on  the^  cbarader  of  the  mimfter,  who 
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beheld  with  indignation  and  fear,  in  the  place  of  his 
daijght^r,  a  foreign  maid,  educated  in  the  houfe  of 
bis  implacable  enemies,  raifed  to  the  auguft  rank  of 
emprefs  of  the  eaft.  His  treafares  dill  afforded  the, 
^iiedual  means  of  defending  his  dignity,  and  perhaps 
opprefling  hi^  adverfaries;  but  while  he  oppofed  with 
equal  arms  the  artful  meafures  of  the  eunuch  Eutro-, 
pius,  he  was  aftoniflied  by  the  approach  of  a  more 
formidable  rivala  of  Siilicho  the  mafter-general  of  the 
empire  of  the  weft* 

The  father  of  Stilicho  was  an  officer  of  barbajlan 
cavalry,  and  his  fituation  countenances  the  affertiok 
that  the  hero  who  fo  long  fupported  the  declining 
empire  of  Rome  fprung  from  the  favage  race  of  the 
Vandala.  The  flrength  and  ftature  of  Stilicho  admi- 
rably fitted  him  for  the  profeffion  of  arms,  and  his 
prudence. and  Valour  diftinguifhed  him  ifi  every  degree 
of  military  promotion;  the  judgment  of  TheodoCus  had 
feleSed  him  to  ratify  a  folemn  treaty  with  the  monarch 
of  Perfia,  and  the  merit  of  the  atubaffador  was  rewarded 
on  his  return  with  the  hand  of  the  beauteous  and  ac- 
compliftied  Serena,  the  niece  of  Theodofius  and  ih^ 
daughter  of  his  brother  Honorius.  The  aflurance 
that  the  hufhand  of  Serena  would,  be. faithful  to  the 
throne,  engaged  the  emperor  to  exalt  the  fortunes  of 
Stilicho,  who  revenged  the  dqath  of  Promptus,  his 
rival  and  his  friend,  by  the  flapghter,  of  many  t^bu- 
fands  of  the  Baftarnae.  Tlie  virtu.es  ot  Stilicho  had 
^curred  the  hatred  of  Rufinus/  but  the,.giii^ral  was 
proteded  from  domeftic  foes  by.^the  influence,  of  Se- 
rena. In  the  civil  vif^v  he  accompanied^i  and  fiiared 
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the  glory  of  Theodofius;  and  the  dying  monarch, 
with  his  laft  breath,  recommended  to  Stilicho,  the 
care  of  his  fons  and  of  the  republic.  The  maf- 
ter-general  •  claimed  the  guardianfhip  of  the  two 
empires,  during  the  minority  of  Arcadius  and  Ho- 
norius.  In  the  depth  of  winter  he  pafled  the  Alps, 
reviewed  the  ftate  of  the  garrifons,  rcprefled  the 
cnterprifcs  of  the  Germans,  and  returned  with 
incredible  fpeed  to  Milan.  The  perfon  and  court 
of  Honorius  readily  acknowledged  the  afcendant  of 
4BtiIicho,  and  his  authority  was  difputed  alone  by  th(? 
independence  of  Gildo  the  Moor,  in  Africa,  and  the 
minifter  of  Conilantinople,  who  afleried  his  equal 
reign  over  the  empire  of  the  eaft. 

The  timid  foul  of  Rufinus  was  alarmed,  when  Sti- 
licho  prepared  to  lead  back  into  the  eaft,  the  troops  of 
that  empire  which  had  been  employed  in  the  civil  war 
againft  Eugenius,  At  Theflalonica,  an  imperial  meC 
fage  from  the  Byzantine  court  declared  that  the  nearer 
approach  of  the  hufband  of  Serena  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  aft  of  hoftility*  The  prompt  obedience 
of  the  general  of  the  weft  profefled  his  loyalty ;  but 
Sulicho  devolved  bis  revenge  on  Gainas,  the  Goth, 
on  whofe  fidelity  he  relied,  and  to  whofe  command  he 
left  the  troops  of  the  eaft.  As  foon  as  thefe  had  re- 
folvcd  the  death  of  the  ambuious  praefeft,  they  con- 
defcended  to  flatter  "his  pride,  arid  the  important  fe- 
cret  was  prefer ved  by  thoufands  during  the  long  march 
from  Theflalonica  to  the  gates  of  Conftandnople. 
They  halted  in  the  fields  of  Mars,  about  a  mile  from 
jhe  capital  of  t|ie  eaft';  and  the  emperor  wit*h  his  mi- 
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piftcr  advanced  according  to  cuftom  to  falute  the  army, 
which  Rufinus  was  tempted  to  believe  would  place  the 
diadem  on  his  head«  As  he  paf&d  along  the  ranks 
with  ftudled  courtefy,  the  wings  infenfibly  wheeled 
from  the  right  and  .left,  and  inclofed  the  devoted 
vidim.  [a.  d.  395.  Nov.v  27th.3  The  fignal  of 
death  was  given  by  Gainas,  and  a  daring  foldier 
plunged  his  fword  in  the  breaft  of  the  guilty  Rufinus, 
who  expired  at  the  feet  of  the  affrighted  emperon 
His  mangled  body  was  abandoned,  to  the  brutal 
fury  of  the  populace,  but  his  wife  and  daughter 
were  prote6led  by  a  religious  fan£Uiary,  and  were 
pern[iitted  afterwards  to  fpend  their  lives  in  the  peace-* 
ful  retirement  of  Jerufalem* 

But  though  Stilicho  gratified  his  revenge  by  the 
murder  of  his  rival,  his  ambition  was  difappointed ; 
the  emperor  Arcadius  preferred  the  obfequious  arts 
of  the  eunuch  Eutrbpius  to  the  flern  genius  of 
a  foreign  warrior*  The  charms  of  Eudoxia,  and 
the  fword  of  Gainas,  who  betraying  the  caufe  of 
bis  benefaftor  accepted  the  ftation  of  mafter-general 
of  the  eaft, .  till  they  were  divided  by  jealoufy, 
fupported  the  authority  of  Eutropius ;  and  Stilicho 
beheld  the  fame  troops  which  had  aiTafiinated  his 
rival,  engaged  to  affert  the  independence  of  the 
throne  of  Gonftantinople.  The  fenate  of  that  ca- 
pital declared  the  hufband  of  Serena  an  enemy  of 
the  republic,  and  confifcated  his  poffeinons  through- 
out the  provinces  of  the  eafl:;  and  at  a  moment 
when  union  was  mod  neceffary,  the  fubjefts  of 
Arcadius  and  Honorius  were  inftruded  by  their  re- 
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fpeftive  mafters  to  view  each  other  in  a  hoftile  light* 
The  diftinftion  of  two  governments,  which  foon  pro- 
duced thefeparation  of  two  nations,  will  juftify  the  de- 
fign  of  fufpending  the  Byzantine  hiftory,  to  profecute 
the  difgraceful,  but  memorable,  reign  of  Honorius. 

The  prudent  Stilicho,  inftead  of  perfifting  to  force 
the  inclinations  of  "Arcadius,  abandoned  him  to  his 
unworthy  favourites,  and  prepared  to  affert  the  ma- 
jefty  of  the  weftern  empire  by  the  punifhment  of 
Gildo  the  Moor,  This  ufurp^r  was  the  brother  of  the 
late  tyrant  Firmus,  and  had  been  rewarded  for  his 
apparent  fidelity  with  the  dignity  of  a  military  count, 
and  theimmenfe  patrimony  of  his  brother.  ^By  Theo- 
dofius  he  was  invefted  with  the  command  of  Africa ; 
and  during  twelve  years  that  the  unhappy  provinces 
groaned  under  his  authority,  he  had  gradually  ufurp« 
ed  the  adminiftration  of  judice  and  of  the  finances, 
without  account,  and  without  controul.  In  the  civil 
war  between  Tbeodofius  and  Eugenius,  the  count 
of  Africa  maintained  a  fufpicious  neutrality :  but 
the  defigns  of  Stilicho  engaged  the  rebel  to  addrefs 
his  homage  to  the  feeble  Arcadius;  and  the  hope 
of  adding  the  numerous  cities  of  Africa 'to  the  em- 
pire of  the  eaft  induced  the  minifters  of  Conftanti- 
nople  to  urge  their  ineflFeftual  claim. 

When  Stilicho  had  given  a  decifive  anfwer  to  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Byzantine  court,  he  fummoned 
the  tyrant  of  Africa  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
Roman  fenate.  The  unanimous  fufFrage  of  that  af- 
fembly  declared  him  an  enemy  of  the  republic'; 
but  as  the  fubfiftence  of  Rome  depended  upon  the 
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harvefts  of  Africa,  the  prasfeS  Syihmachus  admo- 
niflied  the  minifter  of  his  apprfehelifions  that  the 
Moor  by  prphibiting  the  exportation  of  corn^  might 
interrupt  the  tranquillity  of  the  capital.  The  pru* 
dence  of  StIHcho,  by  collefting  a  large  fupply  of 
grain  from  the  provinces  of  Gaul,  maintained  in 
plenty  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  during  the  whole 
term  of  the  African  war. 

The  ufurper  of  Africa  had  purfued,  with  impla* 
cable  rage,  the  life  of  his  younger  brother  Maf- 
cezel,  who  opprefled  by  fuperior  power  took  refuge 
in  the  court  of  Milan,  where  he  foon  received  the 
intelligence  that  his  two  innocent  children  had  been 
murdered  by  their  inhuman  uncle.  The  vigilant  Sti- 
licho  entrufted  the  impatient  Mafcezel  vyith  the  oppor- 
tunity of  revenge,  and  the  firfl:  attempt  in  this  arduous 
enterprife.  A  chofen  body  of  Gallic  troops  from  > 
the  JovLAN,  the  Herculian,  and  the  Augustan 
legions,  in  number  about  five  thoufand,  embarked 
from  the  port  of  Pifa,  and  landed  after  a  fuccefs- 
ful  t6yage  on  the  coafl  of  Africa. 

The  tyrant  of  that  province  had  collefted  an  ar- 
my of  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  boafted  that  his  , 
numerous  cavalry  would  trample  under  foot  the 
troops  of  his  adverfary.  But  Mafcezel  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  manners  of  his  countrymen  to 
dread  their  naked  and  diforderly  hoft.  [a.  d.  398  3 
He  fixed  his  camp  of  five  thoufand  veterans  in  the 
face  of  the  numerous  enemy,  and  after  a  delay  of 
three  days  gave  the  fignal  for  engagement.  As  he 
advanced  himfelf  in  front  with  offers  of  pardon,   he 
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.encountered  the  foremoft  ftandard  bearer  of  the  Afri- 
cans; and  on  his  refufal  tp  yield,  ftruck  him  on  the 
arm  with  his  fword.  The  arm  and  ftandard  funk  un- 
der the  blow ;  the  imaginary  aft  of  fubmrffion  was 
repeated  by  all  the  ftandards  of  the  line,  and  Mafcezel 
obtained  almoft  a  bloodlefs  viftory.  Gildo,  who  had 
efcapcd  from  the  field  of  battle  to  the  fea-flio're,  endea- 
voured  in  a  fmall  veffel  to  reach  fome  harbour  of  the 
eaftern  empire,  but  was  driven  back  by  the  winds  into 
Tabraca,  a  port  between  the  two  Hippos.  The  inha- 
bitants feized  and  confined'  the  tyrant,  who,  by  a  vo- 
luntary death,  avoided  '''the  tortures  he  had  reafon  to 
expefl;  from  bis  incenfed  and  vidoriou?  brother.  The 
punifliment  of  the  guilty  province  was  referred  by  the 
apparent  moderation  of  Stilicho  to  the  fenate  and  peo- 
ple of  itbme ;  and  the  number  of  the  accomplices 
of  Gildo  was  multiplied  by  the  int^reftof  the  imperial 
minifters.  But  the  jiftor  did  not  long  furvive  to  en- 
joy his  triumph  ;  the  court  of  Milan  had  received  him 
at  his  return  with  affeded  applaufe,  but  fecfet  jea- 
loufy  ^  as  Mafcezel  was  paffing  over  a  bridge,  in  com- 
pany with  Stilicho,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horfe  into 
the  river ;  the  humane  hafte  of  the  attendants  was  re- 
prefled  by  a  malicious  fmlle  from  the  mafter- general 
of  the  weft,  .and  the  unfortunate  f6n  of  Nabal  pcrilhed 
in  the  ft  ream » 

The  joy  of  the  court  of  Milan  for  the  recovery  of 
Af;rica,  was  fucceeded  by  the  marriage  of  Honorius 
with  his  coufin  Maria,  the  daughter  of  Stilicho  ;  [a.  ix 
398.]  but  as  Hoiiiorius  w«il  only  in  his  fourteenth 
year»  the  perfusions  of  Serena  deferred  the  eonfunv 
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mation  of  the  royal  nuptials ;  and  either  from  the 
coldnefs  or  debility  of  the  emperor,  Maria  died  a 
virgin,  after  (he  had  beeii  ten  years  a  wife.  The  fub- 
jefts  who  ftudied  the  charader  of  their  fovereign,  dif- 
covered  that  Honorious  was  without  talents  or  paflions  j 
the  fon  of  Theodofius,  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
feeding  his  poultry,  was  content  to  flumber  througl^ 
life ;  and  during  and  eventful  reign  of  twenty-eight 
years,  it  is  fcarce  neceiTary  to  mention  the  name  of 
the  emperor  Honorius.  But  the  valour  and  abilities 
of  the  mafter-general,  compenfated  a  Jong  time  for 
the  incapacity  and  indolence  of  the  monarch,  and  re- 
pelled the  invafion  of  the  barbarians,  who  appeared  in 
arms  in  lefs  than  a  twelvemonth  from  the  death  of 
Theodofius. 

The  Goths,  invited  probably  by  the  treachery  of 
Rufinus,  had  fpread  their  devaftations  from  the  woody 
fhores  of  Dalmatia  to  the  walls  of  Conftantinoplc,  and 
their  meafufes  were  direfted  by  the  bold  and  artful 
genius  of  the  renowned  Alaric.  That  celebrated 
leader,  defcended  from  the  royal  race  of  the  Balti  had 
folicited  the  command  of  the  Roman  armies,  and  the 
imperial  court  compelled  him  to  demonftrate^the  folly 
of  their  refufal.  The  fortifications  of  Conftantinoplc 
fecured  indeed  the  perfon  of  the  emperor,  and  might 
defy  the  impotent  valour  of  the  barbarians :  but  Alaric 
difdained  to  trample  any  longer  on  the  proftrate  coun- 
tries of  Thrace  and  Dacia  ;  he  traverfed  the  plains  of 
Macedonia  and  Theflaly  ;  preffed  without  refiftance 
through  the  Pafs  of  Thermopylae,  rendered  immbrtal 
by  the  devoted  lives  of  Leonidas  and  his  Spartans; 
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and  deluged  the  fields  of  Phocts  and  Baeotia  Vfith  bis 
innumerable  hoft  of  barbarians.  Thebes  was  prefervcd 
by  the  hafte  of  Alaric  to  occupy  the  city  of  Athens  : 
The  '\theni4ns  were  readily  perfuaded,  with  a  part  of 
their  wealth,  to  ranfoni  their  buildipgs  and  inhabitants. 
The  treaty  was  obferved  ^^ith  mutual  fidelity;  the 
Gothic  chief  was  admitted  within  the  walls,  accepted  a 
banquet  provided  by  the  magiftrate,  and  affefted  to 
fhew  he  was  liot  ignorant  of  the  manners  of  civilifed 
nations :  but  the  whole  territory  of  Attica  was  blafted 
by  his  baleful  prefence*  The  didance  from  Megara 
to  Corinth  is  but  thirty  miles  ;  the  Goths  penetrated 
through  the  gloomy  woods  of  Citheron,  and  overfpread 
the  extent  of  the  Peloponnefus.  Corihth,  Sparta,  and 
Argos  tamely  fubmitted  to  their  arms ;  and  the  mod 
fortunate  of  the  inhabitants  were  faved  by  death  from 
beholding  the  flavery  of  their  families  and  the  confla- 
gration of  their  cities. 

The  lad  hope  of  the  people  was  placed  in  the  ge^. 
neral  of  the  weft ;  and  Stilicho  advanced  to  chaftife 
the  invaders  of  Greece.  A  numerous  fleet  was  equip- 
ped in  the  ports  of  Italy ;  and  the  troops, , after  navi- 
gating the  Ionian  fea,  difembarked  near  the  ruins  of 
Corinth,  [a.  d.  397.]]  The  mountainous  country  of 
Arcadia  was  the  theatre  of  a  long  and  doubtful  con- 
teft  between  the  two  generals ;  but  the  fk;ill  of  the 
Roman  prevailed.  The  Goths  were  gradually  com- 
pelled to  retreat  to  the  lofty  mountain  of  Pholoe ;  the 
camp  of  the  barbarians  was  befieged  ;  the  ftream  of 
the  river  was  diverted  into  another  channel;  and 
while  the  troops  of  Alaric  laboured  under  the  incef- 
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fimt  preflfare  of  hunger  and  thirft,  a  ftrong  line  of  cir- 
cumvallation  was  drawn,  to  prevent  their  efcape.  Sti- 
licho,  confident  of  viftory,  had  retired  to  enjoy  the 
theatrical  games  of  the  Greeks,  when  he  was  afl:oni(hed 
with  the  inteUigence  that  the  Goths  were  already  in  full 
poiTeffion  of  the  important  province  of  Epirus.  Ala- 
ric  had  watched  the  opportunity,  when  his  enemies^ 
deferting  their  (tandards,  had  fpread  themfelves  over 
the  adjacent  country.  He  pierced  the  intrench ments 
which  furrbunded  his  camp,  performed  a  dangerous 
march  of  thirty  miles  as  far  as^  the  gulph  of  Corinth, 
and  tranfported  his  troops,  his  captives,  and  his  fpoil, 
over  an  arm  of  the  fea  at  lead  half  a  mile  in  breadth. 
This  delay  allowed  i\laric  fufficient  time  to  conclude  a 
treaty  with  the  minifters  of  Conftantinople  ;  and  Sti- 
Hcho  retiring  from  the  dominions  of  Arcadius,  refpeft- 
cd  in, the  honourable  charader  of  the  fervant  of  thc^ 
emperor  of  the  eaft,  the  fatal  enemy  of  Rome. 

The.  treaty  of  Aiaric  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of 
mafter-general  of  Illyricum ;  and  the  Gothic  conqueror 
was  received  as  a  lawful  magiftrate  in  the  cities  he  had  fo 
lately  befieged.  His  ftrft  orders  were  to  provide  his  troops 
with  offenfive  and  defenfive  arms  from  the  magazines 
of  Margus,  Ratiaria,  Naiflus,  and  Theflalonica ;  and 
the  unhappy  provincials  were  compelled  to  forge  the  in- 
ftrunrents  of  their  owndeftr^ufliion.  The  exploits  of  Aia- 
ric had  fecured  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  his 
followers  ;  and  the  ma/ler- general  of  Illyricunfi,  with 
.  the  confent  of  the  barbarian  chiefs,  was  folenihly  pro- 
claimed king  of  the  Vifigoths.  Seated  on  the  verge 
pf  both  empires,  he  was  tempted  by  thewe^th  and 
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beauty  of  Italy  to  afpireto  the  cdnqueft  df  Reme^afid 
to  enrich  his  army  with  the  accumulated  fpoils  of  the 
ancient  miftrefs  of  the  wotld. 
.   The  firft  invafion  of  Italy  by  the  arms  of  Alarie,  is 
obfcured  by  the  fcarcity  of  fa£ls  and  the  uncertainty  of 
dates ;  unlefs  his  operations  were  flow  and  cautious^ 
the  interval  of  time  fuggefts  a  fufpicion,  that  the  Go- 
thic king,  retiring  towards  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 
reinforced  his  army  with  frefli  fwarms  of  hoftile  bar* 
barians^  before  he  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Italy* 
The  impending  danger  was  concealed  by   the  arts  of 
flattery  from  Honorius,  till  Alaric  approached  the  pa- 
lace  of  Milan  ;  and  the  emperor  was  deterred  from  the 
difgraceful  meafure  of  fecuring  his  perfon  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Gaul,  by  the  courage  and  authority  of  Sti- 
licho  alone,  who  promifed,  if  the  court  of  Milan  would 
maintain  their  ground  during  his  abfence,  he  would 
foon  return  with  an  army  equal  to  the  encounter  of 
the  Gothic  king.     The  general  of  the  weft  ha/lily  af- 
•cended  the  Alps  in  the  midft  of  winter,  and  fummon- 
ed  to  the  defence  of  Italy  the  moft  remote  troojps  of 
the  weft  J  the  fortreffes  of  the  Rhine  were  abandoned ; 
even  the  legion  which  had  been  ftationed  to  guard  the 
wall  of  Britain  was  haftily  recalled  ;  and  a  numerous 
body  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Alani  was  perfuaded  to  en- 
gage in  the  fervice  of  the  emperor,  who  anxioufly  ex-- 
pefted  the  return  of  his  general. 

During  the  abfence  of  Stilicho,  the  Goths  had  ad- 
vanced without  refiftance,  and  without  impediment, 
towards  Milan ;  and  as  Alaric  approached  the  fuburba 
pf  that  city,  he  enjoyed  the  proud  fatisfedion  of  feeing 

tbQ 


THE   &OMAK  BMPiaS*  361 

the  emperor  of  the  Romans  fly  before  him.  Hbabriu^ 
who  endeavoured  to  fecure  his  perfon  ia  the  city  of 
Arles>  had  fcarce  paiTed  the  Po  before  he  was  over* 
taken  by  a  detachment  of. Gothic  cavalry,  and  was 
compelled  to  feek  Ihelter  within  the  fortification  of 
Aftai  a  town  of  Liguria,  fituate  oil  the  banks  of  the 
^T^narus.  The  fiege  was  inftantly  formed,  and  incef- 
fantly  preffed  by  the  king  of  the  Goths,  who  had  al- 
ready propofed  the  indignity  of  a  capitulation,  when 
the  fears  of  Honorius  were  difpelled  by  the  prefence  of 
the  hero  whom  he  had  fo  long  expefted.  ^  At  the  head 
of  a  feled  vanguard  Stilicho  fwam  the  Addua,  pa0e4 
the  Po,  and  cut  his  way  in  a  fuccefsful  afUon  througll 
the  Gothic  camp,  under  the  walls  of  Afta.  The  bar* 
barians  were  gradually  inverted  by  the  troops  of  the 
weft,  which  iffuedfrom  the  paflesof  the  Alps:  acoua* 
cil  of  the  long-haired  chiefs  of  the  Gothic  nation  re- 
commended a  feafonable  retreat ;  but  the  intrepid 
Alaric  declared,  he  was  refolved  to  find  in  Italy  either  a 
kingdom  or  a  grave. 

The  camp  of  the  Goth?,  which  Alaric  had  pitched 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pollentia,  was  furprifed  by 
the  vigilance  of  Stilicho,  while  the  chriftian  Goths 
were  devoutly  employed  in  celebrating  the  feftival  of 
Eafter.'{]A.  d.  403,  March  29.]  The  undaunted  ge- 
nius of  their  leader  gave  them  in  a  few  moments  an 
order,  and  a,  field  of  battle.  The  death  of  the  chief 
of  the  Alani,  whofe  valour  approved  his  fufpe^ied  loy- 
alty, was  followed  by  the  flight  of  the  fquadrons  he 
commanded ;  and  the  defeat  of  the  wing  of  cavalry 
might  have  determined  the  victory  of  Alaric,  if  Stili-, 

cho 


3^2  J>£CL1NE   AKD  FALL   OF 

cho  had  not  led  to  the  charge  the  Roman  and  barba* 
rian  infantry.  The  {kill  of  the  genei:al  and  the  valour 
of  the  foldiersi  furmounted  every  obftacle ;  the  camp 
of  the  Goths  was  forced,  and  the  fcene  of.  rapine  and 
'flaughter  made  fome  amends  for  the  calamities  which 
they  had  inflicted  oti  the  fubjefts  of  the  empire ;  feve- 
ral  thoufands  of  captives,  among  whom  was  the  wifeo& 
Alaric,  were  compelled  to  implore  the  clemency  of  the 
infulting  foe  ;  and  the  triumph  of  Stilicho  over  the 
Goths  was  compared  to  that  of  Marius  over  the 
.Gimbri. 

Alaric,  after  the  total  defeat  of  his  infantry,  efcaped 
from  the  field  of  battle  with  the  greatefl:  part  of  his 
cavalry  entire  and  unbroken.  Rufhing  through  the 
pafles  of  the  Apennine,  he  fpread  defolation  over  the 
face  of  Tufcany,  and  pre0ed  towards  the  gates  of 
Rome.  The  capital  was  faved  by  the  diligence  of  Sti« 
licho,  but  he  refpe&ed  the  defpair  of  his  enemy  and 
propofed  to  purchafe  the  abfence  of  the  barbarians. 
The  fpirit  of  Alaric  would  have  rejeded  a  treaty,  but 
the  king  fubmitted  to  the  voice  of  his  people,  and,  after 
ratifying  the  conditions  of  peace,  he  repafled  the  Po 
with.the  remains  of  the  flouriihing  army  which  he  had 
led  into  Italy  ;  a  confiderable  part  of  the  Roman 
forces  ftill  continued  to  attend  his  motions,  and  Sti- 
licho, by  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  fome  of  the 
barbarian  chiefs,  was  apprifed  of  the  defigns  of  Alaric. 
.The  Gothic  king  had  refolved  in  his  retreat  to  occupy 
the  city  of  Verona,  which  commands  the  principal  paf- 
fage  of  the  Rhaetian  Alps ;  and  after  marching 
through  the  territories  of  the  German  tribes,  to  invade 
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the  provinces  of  Gaul  on  the  fide  of  the  Rhine.  Ig^- 
norant  that  his  intentions  were  betrayed^  he  advanced 
towards  the  paiTage  of  the  mountains,  already  pofleflf- 
ed  by  the  imperial  troops ;  when  he  found  himfelf 
attacked  on  every  fide,  and  the  lofsof  the  Goths  near 
Verona  equalled  tfiat  they  fuftained  in  the  defeat  of 
Pollentia :  Aftiric  was  faved  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  his 
horfe^  and  the  raihnefs  of  the  Alani,  whofe  impatience 
difappointed  the  well- concerted  meafures  of  the  Roman 
general.  The  Gothic  king  fecured  the  remains  of  his 
army  among  the  adjacent  rocks,  and  prepared  to  main- 
tain a  fiege  againft  a  fuperior  enemy  ;  but  the  modera^ 
tion  of  Stilicho  permitted  him  to  retire,  and  the  retreat 
of  the  barbarians  was  confidered  as  the  deliverance  cff 
Italy. 

As  foon  as  the  provinces  were  delivered  from  the  in- 
vafion  of  Alaric,  Honorius  celebrated  in  the'  imperial 
city  the  aufpicious  aera  of  the  Gothic  viftory,  and  of 
his  fixth  confulfhip.  On  this  occafidn  the  inhuman 
combats  of  gladiators  polluted,  for  the  lafl:  time;,  the 
amphitheatre  of  Rome  ;  and  the  laws  of  Honorius^ex- 
terminated  a  cuftom  which  had  fo  long  refifted  the 
voice  of  humanity  and  religion.  But  amidil  triumph- 
ant acclamations,  the  emperor  of  the  weft  was  not  in- 
fenfible  to  his  recent  danger,  and  the  defencelefs  fitua-r 
tion  of  the  palace  of  Milan ;  he  fixed  on  Ravenna, 
as  a  forrrefs  where  he  might  fecurely  remain  while  the 
country  was  covered  by  the  hofts  of  barbarians. 

Ravenna,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Hadriatic,  about  ten 
miles  from  the  moft  fouthern  of  the  mouths  of  the'Po, 
had  early  attracted  the  notice  of  Auguftus,  who  pre- 
pared. 
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pated,  about  three  miles  from  the  old  town,  a  capacious 
harbour  for  the  reception  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Ihips  of  war.  Lofty  walls  and  profound  ditches  fur- 
rounded  the  city  :  and  through  the  midft  of  it,  a  deep 
and  broad  canal  poured  the  waters  of  the  Po.  The 
adjacent  country  for  many  miles  was  an  impaflable 
morafs  j  and  the  caufeway  which  connefied  Ravenna 
with  the  continent,  might  be  eafily  guarded  or  deftroy- 
ed  on  the  approach  of  an  hoftile  army.  The  air  was 
pure,  and  the  regular  tides  of  the  Hadriatrc,  which 
fwcpt  the  canals,  floated  every  day  the  veflels  of  the' 
adjacent  country  into  the  heart  of  Ravenna,  f  a.  d. 
404.]  This  advantageous  fituation  was  fortified  by  art 
and  labour  ;  and  the  emperor  Honorius,  anxious  for 
his  p^rfonal  fafety,  retired  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his 
age  to  this  place  of 'refuge.  His  example  was  followed 
by  his  feeble  fucceffors ;  and'  till  the  middle  of  the 
eighth  century,  Ravenna  was  confidered  as  the  feat  of 
government,  and  the  capital  of  Italy. 

The  fears  of  Honorius  were  not  without  founda- 
tion.  The  Huns,  preffed  by  the  arms  of  the  viftoriou* 
barbarians  of  the  more  northern  regions,  were  impel- 
led againft  the  Suevi,  the  Vandals,  the  Burgundians  ;^ 
and  thefe>  abandoning  their  woods  to  the  fugitives  of 
Sarmatia,  marcfhed  under  the  command  of  Radagaifus 
almoft  to  the  gates  of  Rome.  The.Alani  added  their 
aftive  cavalry  to  the  heavy  infantry  of  the  Germans, 
and  the  Gothic  adventurers  crowded  eagerly  to  the 
ftandard  of  Radagaifus.  An  army  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  fighting  men  might  be  increafed  by  the  wo- 
men,  children  and  Oaves  to  the  amount  of  four  hun- 
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dred  thourand  perfons  ;  and  this  multitude  poured  like 
a  deluge  along  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Danube,  [a.  d. 
406.]     The  fafety  of  Rome  was  entrufted  to  the  fword 
of  Stilicho,  who  onc€  more  recalled  the  troops  from 
the  provinces,  and  by  alluring  defcrters,  and  enfran- 
chifing  flaves,  collefted  with  difficulty  from  the  fubjefts 
of  a  great  empire,  an  army  ef  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
fand  men  y  thefe  were  reinforced  by  a  large  body  of 
barbarians,  animated  by  intersft  or  refentment  to  op- 
pofe  the  ambition  of  Radagaifus.     The  king  of  the 
confederate  Germans  had  already  formed  the  fiege  of 
Florence ;  the  city  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity, 
^  and  the  fainting  courage  of  the  citizens  was  fupported 
only  by  the  authority  of  St.  Ambrofe,  who  promifed 
them  a  fpeedy  deliverance.     On  a  fudden  they  beheld 
from  the  walls  the  banners  of  Stilicho,  who  advanced 
with  his  united  force  toithe  relief  of  the  city,  and  fooa 
marked  that  fpot  for  the  grave  of  the  barbarian  hoft. 
The  enemy  was  furrounded  by  ftrong  lines  of  cir- 
cumvallation,  and  the  imprifoned  multitude  of  horfes 
and  men  were  gradually  deftroyed  by  famine,  rather 
than  by  the  fword.     The  monarch  of  fo  many  warlike 
nations,  after  the  lofs  of  his  braveft  warriors,  was  forced 
to  confide  in  the  mercy  of  Stilicho ;  the  death  of  the 
royal  captive,  who  was  ignominioufly  beheaded^  dif- 
graced  the  triumph  of  Rome;  the  remains   of  the 
fami&ed  Germans  were  fold  as  flaves,  and  Stilicho  de* 
ferved  a  fecond  time  the  glorious  title  of  the  deliverer 
of  Italy. 

With  Radagaifus  periihed  more  than  one* third  of 
the  various  multitude  of  Sueves  and  Vsmdals,  of  Alani 
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and   Burgundians,  ivho  adhered  to  the  ftatidard  of 
their    general.     After  his   defeat,  two  parts   of  the 
German  hoft,  which  mufl:  have  exceeded  the  nuniber 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  men,  ftill  remained  in  armf « 
Stilicho,  who  confidered  the  fafety  of  Rome  and  Italy 
as  the  great  objefl:  of  bis  care,  facilitated  their  retreat ; 
and  the  invafion  of  Geul,  which  had  been  planned  by 
Alaric,  was  executed  by  the  remains  of  the  army  of 
Radagaifus,     Yetin  the  march  of  the  Germans  along 
the  Rhine  the  Alemanni  preferved  a/  ftate  of  inadive 
neutrality  j  and  the  Franks,  who  were  attached  to  the 
adminiftration  of  Stilicho,  diftingurftied  their  zeal  in 
the  defence  of  the  empire :  they  encountered  the  Van* 
dais,  who  had  feparated  themfelves  from  the  ftandard 
of  their  allien,  with  courage  and  fuccefs  ;  and  the  whole 
Vandal  people  muft  have  been  je^jttirpated,  if  the  fqua- 
drons  of  the  Alani  had  not  advanced  to  their  relief, 
and    trampelled  down    the   infantry   of  the  Franks', 
which  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  unequal  con- 
teft. 

The  viftorious  confederates  purfued  their  march ; 
[a  d.  406.]  and  on  the  lafl:  day  of  the  year,  when  the 
Rhine  was  probably  frozen,  paffed  over  into  the  de* 
fenfelefs  provinces  of  Gaul.  This  paffage  of  the  bar- 
barians, who  never  afterwards  retreated,  may  be  con- 
fidered as  the  Fall  of  the  Rotnan  Empire  in  the  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Alps.  The  provinces,  late  the  fcene 
of  peace  and  plenty,  were  in  a  moment  defolated  :  The 
cities  of  Mentz,  Worms,  Strafburgh,  Spires,  Rheims, 
Tournay,  Arras,  Amiens,  experienced  the  cruelty  and 
rapacity  of  the  Germans  j  and  in  lefs  than  two  years 
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the  troops  of  the  favages  of  the  Baltic  advanced,  mih^ 
out  a  combat,  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenaeaninounti^ins. 
The  walls  and  ftations  of  the  province  of  Britain 
had  been  ftripped  of  the  Roman  troops  for  the  Gothic 
war :  [a,  d.  407.]  The  caprice  and  fpirit  of  revolt  ill 
the  foldiers  had  fucceffivelf  elevated  and  deftroyed'in 
Marcus  and  Gratian  two  tranfient  emperors  and  un- 
fortunate victims  to  their  violence  ;  Their  impetuou$ 
levity  feated  on  the  throne  a. common  foldier  of  the 
name  of  Conftantine*  The  danger  of  leaving  his  in- 
adtive  troops  in  thofe  camps  which  had  been  twice 
polluted  by  fedition  and  blood,  induced  the  new  em« 
peror  to  attempt  the  reduflion  of  the  weftern  pro- 
vinces.. He  landed  at  Boulogne^ with  an  inconfiderable 
force,  was  readily  acknowledged  by  the  cities  of  Gaul, 
and  after  fome  fucceffes  againft  the  detached  parties  of 
^  the  Germans, negociated  a  treaty  with,  and  perfuadedby 
his  liberality,  feveral  tribes  of  the  barbarians  to  under- 
take the  defence  of  the  Rhine.  -  But  when  Conftantine 
advanced  into  the  provinces^  of  the  fouth,  he  was  en- 
countered and  defeated  by  the  imperial  forces,  com* 
manded  by  Sarus  the  Goth.  The  vanquiflied  empe- 
ror retired  within  the  walls  of  Vienna ;  and  the  vifto- 
rious  army,  after  an  ineffedlual  fiege,  was  ^  obliged,  ii^ 
a  precipitate  retreat,  to  purchafe  a  irce  paffage  from 
the  outlaws  of  the  Alps ;  thofe  natural  barriers, 
ftrengthened  by  art,  feparated  the  dominions  of  Hono- 
rius  and  Conftantine.  The  fubmiffion  of  Spain  efta- 
blifhed  the  throne  of  the  latter  ;  and  the  oppofition 
which  was  made  to  his  authority  in  that  country  pro- 
ceeded not  fo  much  from  the  fpirh  of  the  people,  as 
7t  from 
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from  the  zeal  of  the  family  of  Theodofius.  Four  bro* 
thers  had  obtained  by  the  favour  of  their  kinfman,  the 
deceafed  emperor,  ample  poffeffions  in  Lufitania  ;  thefe 
irmed  at  their  own  expence  a  confiderable  body  of 
ilaves  and  dependents,  and  occupied  the  ftrong  paffes 
of  the  mountains.  The  fovereign  of  Gaul  and  Bri- 
tain was  perplexed  by  this  infurrcdion ;  and  fuch  was 
the  weaknefs  of  the  empire,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
negociate  with  the  barbarians.  Nine  bands,  compofed 
of  the  Scots,  the  Moors,  and  Marcomanni,*on  v^hom 
was  beftowed  the  title  of  Honorians,  and  eonfifting 
only  of  five  thoufand  men,  terminated  this  civil  war, 
which  had  threatened  the  power  and  fafety  of  Con- 
ftant:ine. 

Though  Alaric  ipuft  have  fufFered  confiderable  lofs 
in  his  retreat  from  the  confines  of  Italy,  yet  adverfity 
had  exercifed  and  difplayed  the  genius  of  the  Gothic 
monarch;  the  fame  of  his  valour  had  invited  to  his 
ftandard  the  bravefl  of  the  barbarian  warriors ;  and 
Stilicho  condefcended  to  negociate  a  treaty  with  Alaric, 
who,  renouncing  the  fervice  of  the  emperor  of  the 
caft,  was  declared  by  the  court  of  Ravenna  mafter^ge- 
neral  of  the  praefedlureof  Illyricum,  as  it  was  claimed, 
according  to  the  ancient  limits,  by  the  minifter  of 
Honorius.  The  irruption  of  Radagalfus,  during 
which  Alaric  maintained  a  fufpicious  neutrality,  fuf* 
pended  the  ambitious  defign  implied  in  the  articles  of 
the  treaty.  Aftfer  the  defeat  of  the  Vandals,  Stilicho 
refumed  his  pretenfions  to  the  provinces  of  the  eaft, 
and  declared  his  impatience  to  lead  the  united  armies 
of  the  Goths  and  Romans  to  the  walls  of  Conftantino** 
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p\c.  It  IS  probable  the  policy  of  the  matter-general  of 
the  weft  extended  no  further,  than  to  employ  at  a 
diftsmce  from  Italy  the  forces  of  Aiaric  j  but  this  de- 
fign  cojuld  not  elude  the  penetration  of  the  Gothic 
monarch,,  who  after  fome  languid  operations  in  TheC* 
faly  and  Epirus,  tranfmittcd  from  his  camp  near  iEmo- 
na  to  the  emperor  of  the  weft  a  long-  account  of 
promifes,  of  expenceSj  and  of  demands.  Though  he 
called  for  immediate  fatisfaflion,  yet  he  profeiTed  hita^ 
felf  the  friend  of  Stilicho,  and  the  foldier  of  Hono- 
rius4  he  offered  his  perfon  and  troops  to  march 
againft  the  ufurper  of  Gaul,  and  Iblicited  fome  vacant 
province  of  the  weftern  empire,  as  a  permanent  retreat 
for  the  Gothic  nation. 

The  neceffity  of  finding  fome  artificial  fupport  for  a 
,  weak  government,  had  infenfibly  revived  the  authority 
of  the  Roman  fenate.  The  minifter  of  Honorius  pro- 
pofed  to  that  aflembly  the  demands  of  Aiaric,  and 
fubmitted  to  their  confideration  the  choice  of  peace  and 
war.  Though  the  fenators  at  firft  declared  by  tumul- 
tuary exclamations  that  it  was  difgraceful  to  purchafe 
a  precarious  truce  from  a  barbarian  king,  yet  the  au- 
thority of  Stilicho  extorted,  at  length,  a  reluftant  af- 
fent.  Pour  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  were  grante^^ 
under  the  name  of  a  fubfidy,  to  conciliate  the  friend- 
(hip  of  the  Gothic  king ;  Lampadius  alone  perfifted 
in  bis  diiTent,  and  exclaimed,  ^^  This  is  not  a  treaty  of 
•*  peace,  but  of  fervitude;*'  he  efcaped  the  danger  of 
his  oppofition  by  retiring  to  the  faaftuary  of  a  Chrift- 
ian  church. 
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But  (he  reijgn  of  Stllicho  now  drew  near  hs'end, 

and  the  minifter  might  perceive'the  fymptoms  of  ap- 

proaching  difgrace.     His  partialiiy  fdr  the  barbarhins 

exafperated  the  foldiers  wh6  ftilt  afRfmed  the  name  of 

"Roman  legions;  the  people  imputed  to  the mtftaken 

policy  of  the  minifter,  the  misfortunesr  which  were  the 

natural  confequences  of  their  own  degeneracy ;  the 

mind  of  the  emperor  was  alienated  from  the  mafter-ge- 

neral ;  and  the  ungrateful  Olympius,  who  had  been 

promoted  by  Stilicho  to  the  moft  honourable  offices 

of  the  palace,  revealed  to  Honorius  that  he  was  with- 

''but  weight  or  authority  in  his  bWn  government*;  he 

"infinuated  that  Stilicho  might  place  the  diadem  on  the 

head  of  his  fon.Euchefius ;  the  dhiperor  was  inftigated 

;^by  his  new  favourite  to  aflame  the  tone  of  independent 

dignity  ;  he  declared  his  pleafure  to  return  from  Rome 

'to  the  inacceffible  fortrefs  of  HaVenna.    On  the  xntelli- 

gente  of  the  death  of  his  brother  Arcadius,  he  propof- 

*ed  to  vifit  Cdnftantinople,  arid  regulate,  as  aguanJian, 

"the  provinces  6f  the  infant  Theodofius.     Though  he 

^as  diverted  from  this  Wild  defign,  he  remained  fixed 

in  his  refolution  to  vifit  the  camp  at  Pavia,  compofed 

of  Roman  troops,  the  Enemies  of  Stilicho,  and  his 

"barbarian  auxiliaries. 

In  the  paflage  of  the  emperor  through  Bologna  a 
^mutiny  of  the  guards  was  excited  and  appeafed  by  the 
jiolicy  of  Stilicho ;  and  Honorius  proceeding  to  the 
camp  at  Pavia  embraced  his  minifter,  whom  he'  now 
Confidered  as  a  tyrant,  for  the  laft  time.  The  empe- 
ror  was  received  by  the  troops  aflembled  for  the  GalUc 

war 
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war  with  loud  acclamations ;  oa  the  ficmirtih  day»  aftet 
he  had  proaounc^d  a  ftudied  mi&ary  oraition^  the 
friends  of  SiiKcbo,  the  mofl:  illnftrioas  officers  of  tha 
empire^  were  mafiacred  by  the  foldiers^  whom  the -arts 
of  Olympius  had  prepared  for  the  bloody  confpiii^yi 
When  the  ifitelligence  of  this  fatal  tumult  readied  the 
camp  at3oIogna»  the  mind  of  Sttlicho  was  filled. tt^lch 
juft  apprehenfiotts  ^  he  fummoned  a  council  of  the,conf^ 
derate  leaders,  and  the  impetuous  voice  of  the  aifwibljr 
called  aloud  for  arms,  and  for  revenge :  But  StiUcho 
viewed  with  horror  the  fatal  c(»ifequences  of  arming  a 
crowd  of  barbarians  againft  the  foldiers  of  Rome  and 
Italy.  The  confederates,  impatient  of  delay,  retired 
with  fear  and  indignation*  At  the  hour  of  midnight, 
Sarus,  a  Gothic  warrior  renowned  for  his  ftrength,  in-* 
vaded  the  camp  of  his  beneiadtor,  and  penetrated  to 
the  tent  of  the  general,  who,  fleeplefs  and  meditating 
on  his  dangerous  fituation,  efcaped  with  difEculty  from 
the  fword  of  the  Gotb.  After  admonifliing  the  cities 
of  Italy  to  fhut  their  gates  againft  the  barbarians,  he 
threw  himfelf  into  Ravenna,  then  in  the  abfolute  pof- 
feffion  of  his  enemies.  The  artifices  of  Olympiua 
drew  the  fuppiiant  from  the  chridian  altar  he  had  em- 
braced;  and  count  Heraclian,  as  ibon  as  the  minifter 
had  pafled  the  holy  threihold,  produced  the  warrant 
for  execution,  [a.  o.  408.  Aug.  23.]  Stilicho,  after 
reprefling  the  ineSe£tual  zeal  of  his  followers,  who 
would  have  attempted  a  refcue,  fubmitted  his  neck  to 
the  fword  with  manly  refignation.  His  friends  and  re- 
lations were  involved  in  his  fate ;  the  flight  of  his  fon 
£ucherius  was  intercepted,  and  the  unhappy  youth  was 
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ibon  after  flain ;  his  daughter  Thermantia^  who  had 
fucceeded  her  fitter  Maria  in  the  imperial  bed,  and  who 
like  Maria  ftill  remained  a  virgin,  was  immediately  di- 
vorced. Among  his  dependents,  Claudian,  whofe 
genius  ranked  him  with  the  poets  of  ancient  Rome, 
and  whole  lines  have  immortalifed  the  martial  deeds  of 
Stilichoj  and  the  confequent  ingratitude  of  Honorius, 
concealed  himfelf  during  the  tumult  of  the  revolution; 
and  in  a  fuppliant  epiftle>  confultihg  the  didates  of 
prudence  rather  than  of  honour,  propitiated  his  ene- 
mies, and  efcaped  the  danger  which  menaced  him. 
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u^vasion  of  italy  by  alaric— manners  of  the  roman 
people^rome  thrice  besieged,  and  at  length  pil- 
laged  by  the  goths— death .  of  alaric— the  goths 
evacuate  italy  — fall  of  constantine  — gaul  and 
6pain  occupied  by  barbarians-^independence  of  bri- 
tain! 

Although  the  foreign  auxiliaries  who  had  been 
attached  to  the  perfon  of  Stilicho,  lamented  his  death, 
yet  the  defire  of  revenge  was  checked  by  an  apprehen- 
lion  for  their  wives  and  children,  who  were  detained  as 
hoftages  in  the  strong  cities  of  Italy.  The  abfurd  cru- 
elty of  the  minifters  of  Honorius  involved  in  one  pro- 
mifcuous  (laughter,  which  was  executed  at  a  certain 
fignal  throughout  Italy,  thefe  pledges  for  the  fidelity  of 
the  martial  barbarians*  The  republic  lofi:  the  affift« 
ance,  and  deferved  the  enmity  of  thirty  thoufand  of  her 
braveH;  foldiers ;  the  injured  barbarians  caft  a  look  of 
hope  and  indignation  towards  the  camp  of  Ahnc,  and 
fwore  to  avenge,  by  implacable  hoflility,  the  bafe  vio* 
lation  of  the  laws  of  hofpitality. 

Alaric,  from  his  camp  on  the  confines  of  Italy,  at- 
tentively watched  the  revolutions  of  the  palace.  The 
imperial  minifters  had  delayed  the  payment  of  the  four 
thoufand  pounds  of  gold  granted  by  the  Roman  fcr 
nate ;  the  king  of  the  Goths  demanded  a  fair  and  rea« 

B  b  3  fonable 


374  ZmCLIKE   AM1>  fAth  Of 

fonable  fatUfa£lion,  and  his  moderate  language  was 
confidered  as  an  evidence  of  his  weaknefs.  While  the 
ininifters  of  Ravenna  maintained  a  fuUen  filence,  Alaric 
by  bold  and  rapid  marches  paiTed  the  Alps  and  the  Po, 
pillaged  the  cities  of  Aqaileia  and  Cremona,  increafed 
his  army  by  the  acceilion  of  the  difcontented  aux- 
iliaries, and  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  morafs  which 
protefted  the  refidence  of  the  emperor  of  the  weft» 
Inftead  of  attempting  the  hopelefs  fiege  of  Ravenna, 
the  Goths  proceeded  to  Rimini,  and  purfuing  the 
courfe  of  the  Flaminian  way,  defcended  into  the  rich 
plains  of  Umbria ;  thence  advancing  with  unabated 
vigour,  they  pitched  their  camp  under  the  lofty  walls 
of  Rome. 

During  the  period  of  fix  hundred  and  nineteen 
years^  the  feat  of  empire  had  never  been  violaiied  by 
the  prefence  of  a  foreign  enemy.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
ancient  capital^  when  befieged  by  Alaric,  might  amount 
to  twelve  hundred  thoufand  perfons  -,  but  the  nobles 
were  funk  in  luxury  and  eflfeminacyi  and  the  popu- 
lace^  vik  and  wretched,  had  been  continually  recruited 
by  the  manumiilion  of  flaves,  or  the  influx  of  Aran- 
gers.  The  riches  of  the  former  and  the  indolence  of 
the  latter,  promifed  a  wealthy  and  a  ready  conqueft  to 
the  bold  invader  ;  and  the  Gothic  king;,  encompaffing 
the  walls^  with  his  ho((,.  guarded  the  navigation  of  the 
Tyber,  and  intercepted  the  provifions  from,  the  adja- 
cpnt  country,  [a.  d.  408.]  The  Romans,  inftead  of 
meeting  the  enemy  in  arms,  direfted  their  rage  againft 
Serena,  the  widow  of  Stilicho,  whom  they  accufed  of 
9  treafonable  correfpondeQc?  with  the  invader,  and» 

without 
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without  evidence,  coijdetrHied  to  death  j^  but  this  aft 
ofiQJudice  cQjuld  not  alleviate  the  diftrefs  of  the  inha« 
bitants^  who  were  fpon  doomed,  to  experience,  all  the 
calamities  of'  famine,  Food  the  mofl  repugnant  to 
fenfe  or  imagination  was  eagerly  purchafed  at  an  in- 
credible price  ;  and  a  dark  fufpicion  was  entertained, 
that  fome  defperate  wretches  fed  on  the  bodies  of  their 
fellow  creatures  whom  they  had  fecretly  murdered. 

The  laft  refource  of  the  Romans  was  in  the  modera- 
tion of  Alaric ;  the  fenate  in  this  emergency  prefumed 
to  negociate  with  the  enemy.  The  important  com- 
miflion  was  delegated  to  Bafilius,  alienator  of  Spanifli, 
extraftipn,  and  to  John  the  firfl:  tribune  of  the  notaries, 
whofe  former  intimacy  with  the  Gothic  king  peculiarly 
qualified  him  for  the  office.  The  ambafladors  at  firfl: 
aiTumed  a  lofty  language^  and  declared,  if  an  honour- 
able capitulation  was  refufed,  an  innumerable  people, 
animated  by  defpair,  were  prepared  to  give  battle  to  the 
befiegers.  **  The  thicker  the  hay,  the  eafier  it  is  mow- 
*'  ed,"  was  the  concife  reply  and  the  ruftic  metaphor 
of  Alaric ;  and  he  condefcended  to  fix  the  price  of  his 
retreat  from  Rome  at  all  the  gold  and  filver  in  the 
city,  all  the  rich  moveables,  and  alt  the  flaves  who 
could  prove  their  title  to  the  name  of  Barbarians  ! 
"  If  fuch,**  faid  the  minifters  of  the  fenate,  "  O  king, 
^\  are  your  demands,  what  do  you  intend  to  leave  us  ?" 
^^ Your  Lives,'*  replied  the  haughty  conqueror. 
But  the  demands  of  Alaric  gradually  relaxed,  and  h? 
confented  .to  raife  the  fiege  on  the  immediate  payment 
of  five  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  of  thirty  thoufand 
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pounds  of  fil very  of  ^ur  thoufand  robes  of  filk,  of  three 
thoufand  pieces  of  fine  fcarlet  cloth,  and  of  three  thou* 
fand  pounds  weight  of  pepper^  The  city  with  diffi- 
culty fatisfied  the  rapacious  demands  of  the  Gothic 
monarch,  whofe  army,  enriched  by  the  contributions 
of  the  capital,  and  reinforced  by 'the  acceffion  of  forty 
thoufand  barbarian  Haves  who  had  broken  the  chains 
of  fervitude,  flowly  advanced  into  the  fruitful  country 
of  Tufcany  ;  J^a.  d.  409.3  where  Alaric  was  joined  by  a 
chofenband  of  Goths  and  Huns,  who,  conduced  from 
the  Danube  to  the  Tyber  by  Adolphus  the  brother  of 
his  wife,  had  cut  their  way  with  fom^  difficulty  and  lofs 
through  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  imperial  troops. 
In  the  midft  of  this  apparent  profpcrlty,  the  king  of 
the  Goths  repeatedly  declared  that  it  was  his  defire 
to  be  coniidered  as  the  friend  of  the  Romans.  Three 
fenators,  as  ambaffadors,  were  difpatched  to 'the  court 
of  Ravenna  with  his  propofals ;  the  barbarian  ftill  afpir* 
ed  to  the  rank  of  mafter-general  of  the  weft,  and  ihew« 
ed  a  difpofition  to  content  himfelf  with  Noricum,  a 
province  perpetually  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  the 
Germans }  bqt  the  obilinacy  of  Olymptus  difappointed 
the  hopes  of  peace  ; .  the  Roman  ambafladors  were  dif«- 
miffed  under  the  conduft  of  a  military  efcort :  Sij? 
thoufand  Palmatiaiis  were  ordered  to  march  from  Ra- 
venna to  Rome,  through  a  country  occupied  by  my- 
riads of  the  barbarians :  thefe  brave  legionaries  fell  a 
facrifice  to  minifterial  folly ;  and  their  general^  Valens, 
with  a  hundred  Toldiers  only  efcaped  from  the  field  of 
l)attle:  Yet  Alaricj»  difdaining  this  impotent  attempt, 
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renewed  his  negociations ;  and  th«  fecond  cmbaffyof 
the  Roman  fenate  was  guarded  from  the  danger^}  of 
the  road  by  a  detachment  of  Gothic  foldiers. 

The  power  of  Olympius  was  undermined  by  the  In- 
trigues of  the  palace,  and  the  governtnent  of  Hoi^o- 
rius  was  transferred  by  the  favourite  eunuchs  to  Jovius, 
the  Prsetorian  prsefe6l :  A  treaty  which  that  minifter, 
perhaps  from  criminal  motives,  negociated  with  Alaric 
in  a  perfonal  interview  under  the  walls  of  Rimini,  was 
defeated  by  the  arts  of  the  courtiers ;  the  emperor  was 
perfuaded,  during  the  abfence  of  the  praefeftj  to  fub- 
fcribe  a  letter,  in  which  he  refufed  to  proftitute  the  mi- 
litary honours  of  Rome  to  the  proud  demands^ of  a 
barbarian :  This  letter  was  imprudently  communicated 
to  Alaric,  who,  fenfible  of  the  infult,  broke  oflF  the 
conference.  Jovius  returning  to  Ravenna,  adopted 
prudently  the  fafliionable  opinions  of  the  court  j  and 
induced,  by  his  advice  and  example,  the  officers  of  the 
*ftate  and  the  army  to  fwear  by  the  bead  of  the  emperor, 
that  they  would  purfue  with  implacable  war  the  enemy 
of  the  republic. 

Rome  was  a  fecond  time  doomed  to  expiate  the  folly 
of  the  minifters  of  Honorius,  who  obftinately  rejefted 
all  offers  of  peace.  £a.  d.  409.]  Alaric,  advanc-  ^ 
ing  againil  the  city,  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  the  port  of 
Oftia,  where  the  corn  of  Africa  was  depofited  in  fpa- 
cious  granaries  for  the  ufe  of  the  capital ;  and  he  dc* 
dared,  if  the  city  hefitated  to  furrender,  he  would  in« 
flantly  deftroy  the  magazines,  on  which  the  life  erf*  the 
Roman  people  depended.  The  terror  of  famine  fub» 
4ued  thQ  pride  of  the  fenate  ;  they  obeyed  the  Gothic 
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tonqueror^  who  comm^ded  tbcm  .  to  elevate  a  new 
emperor  to  the  throne  of  Honorius,  and  to  beftow^ 
the  imperial  purple  on  Attalus  the  praafeft  of  the  city. 
The  grateful  monarch  gratified  his  beoefador  with 
the  title  of  mafter-general  of  the  weft,  and  Adolphus 
was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  count  of  the  domeftics. 

Thefirft  days  of  the  reign  of  Attalus  were  fair  and 
profperous.  An  officer  of  confidence  was  detached 
with  f6me  troops  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  Africa  ; 
the  cities  of  Italy,  Bologna  excepted,  fubmitted  to  his 
fway ;  and  Honorius,  alarmed  at  the  approach  of 
Alaric  to  the  gates  of  Rayenna,  difpatched  Jovius  and 
Yalens,  his  Prsetorian  prsefed  and  mafter-general,  to 
acknowledge  the  eleftion  of  his  competitor,  and  with 
propofals  to  divide  the  provinces  of  Italy  and  the  weft 
between  the  two  emperors.  Thefe  propofals  were-  re- 
je£led,  and  the  ambaifadors,  Jovius  and  Valens,  defert- 
ing  the  caufe  of  their  finking  fbvereign,  devoted  their 
allegiance  to  the  fervice  of  his  more  fuccefsful  rivaU 
But  at  the  moment  that  Honorius,  aftonifhed  at  fuch 
examples  of  domeftic  treafon,  prepared  tp  abdicate  his 
dominions,  a  feafonable  reinforcement  of  four  thoufand 
veterans  landed  unexpededly  in  the  port  of  Ravenna* 
The  favourable  intelligence  from  Africa  revived  the 
hopes  of  the  fon  of  Tbeodofius  :  The  troops  which  At* 
talus  had  fent  into  that  province  were  defeated  by  the 
a^ive  zeal  of  Heraciian,  who,  by  vigilantly  preventing 
the  exportation  of  corn  and  oil,  introduced  tumult 
^d  difcontent  within  the  walls  of  Rome.  The  failure 
of  the  African  expedition  dioiiniihed  the  reputjM.ion  of 
AttaluSj  and  his  imprudence  in  oppofing  the  defign  of 
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Ahric  compleated  his  difgrace.  ta  a  large  plain  near 
Rimini,  and  in  the  prefence  of  a  multitude  of  Romam 
and  barbarians,  the  wretched  emperor  was  defpoiled  of 
.the  diademi  and  purple;  and  tbefe  eniigns  of  royalty 
were  fent  by  Alaric  to  Honorius>  as  the  pledge  of  peace 
and  iriendihip.  The  degraded  Attains,  enamoured  of 
life,  condefcended  to  follow  the  camp  of  a  capricious 
barbarian. 

But  when  Alaric  had  advanced  within  three  miles  of 
Ravenna,  his  indignation  was  kindled  by  the  report 
that  Sarus,  the  perfonal  enemy  of  Adolphus,  and  the 
hereditary  foe  of  the  houfe  of  Balti,  had  been  received 
into  the  palace.  The  intrepid  barbarian,  fallying  from 
.  the  gat^s  of  Ravenna,  cut  in  pieces  a  confiderahle  body 
of  the  Goths ;  and  the  miniilers  of  Honorius,  elated 
by  this  advantage,  pronounced  that  Alaric  was  for 
ever  excluded  from  the  alliance  of  the  emperor* 
Rome  was  again  the  vidim  of  the  folly  of  the.  court  of 
Ravenna ;  the  king  of  the  Goths,  eager  for  revenge, 
appeared  in  arms  under  the  walls  of  the  capital :  The 
Salarian  gate  was  opened  by  fecret  confpiracy  ; .  at  the 
hour  of  midnight  the  inhabitants  were  awakened  by 
the  found  of  the  Gothic  trumpet^  and  the  imperial  city 
was  abandoned  to  the  avarice  and  licentious  fury  of 
the  tribes  of  Germany  and  Scythia.  [[a.  d«  410,  An- 
guft  24,]  Some  houfes,  which  were  fired  by  the 
Goths  in  their  march  through  the  Salarian  gate,  com* 
•municated  their  flames  t€>  the  adjacent  buildings ;  ma* 
ny  private  and  public  works  of  magnificence  were  de» 
llroy^d,  and  the  palace  of  Sallufl:  was  reduced  by  the 
conflagration  to  a  ftately  ruin.    . 

But 
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But  whatever  numbers  might  perilh  by  the  unre* 
lenting  fword  of  the  barbarians,  it  is  not  eafy  to  com«> 
pute  the  multitude,  who,  from  an  honourable  ftation 
and  affluent  fortune,  were  fuddenly  reduced  to  the  mi« 
ferable  condition  of  captives  and  exiles.  The  barba- 
rians fixed  the  redemption  of  their  indigent  prifoners 
at  a  low  price :  The  captives  who  were  fold  in  the 
market  would  have  regained  their  freedom,  which  it 
was  impoilible  for  a  citizen  to  alienate ;  but  as  the 
Goths,  if  they  could  not  fell,  might  be  prompted  to 
murder  their  prifoners,  a  wife  regulation  condemned 
them  to  ferve  five  years  as  the  price  of  their  redemp- 
tion. Many  of  the  fenatorian  families,  who  poflefled 
eftates  in  Africa,  retired  into  that  province ;  but  the 
rapacity  of  count  Heraclian  was  found  nearly  ^  in* 
tolerable  as  the  cruelty  of  the  Gothic  conqueror. 

After  Aiaric  bad  glutted  his  army  with  the  fpoils  of 
Rome,  on  the  fixth  day  he  evacuated  the  city,  and  ad- 
vanced along  the  Apennines  into  the  fouthern  provinces 
of  Italy,  [a.  D.  410.  Aug.  29.]  Capua  and  Nola  were 
deftroyed  by  his  rage ;  and  with  an  ardour  which  could 
not  be  quelled  by  adveriity,  nor  fatiated  by  fuccefs,  he 
bad  fcarce  reached  the  extreme  land  of  Italy,  when  his 
defir^s  were  attratled  by  the  fruitful  profped  of  Sicily, 
and  he  thence  extended  his  hopes  to  Africa.  The 
firft  divifion  of  the  Goths  had  hardly  embarked  for 
Siciljr,  when  their  courage  was  daunted,  and  their  tranf- 
ports  fcattered  by  a  fudden  tempeft  ;  [a.  d.  4,10]  and 
the  whole  defign  was  defeated  by  the  premature  death 
of  Aiaric,  which  fixed,  after  a  fhort  illnefs,  the  fatal 
term  pf  his  conc^^uefts.     The  ferocious  charafter  of  the 
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barbarians  was  difplayed  in  the  funeral  of  the  hero  i 
by  the  labour  of  a  captive  multitude  they  diverted  the 
courfe  of  the  Bufentinus,  a  fmall  river  that  wafhes  the 
walls  of  Confentia ;  the  royal  fepulchre,  adorned  with 
the  fpoils  and  trophies  of  Rome,  was  conftruded  ia 
the  vacant  bed  ;  and  the  fecret  fpot  was  concealed  by 
the  inhuman  maflacre  of  the  prifoners  who  had  been 
employed  in  th6  work ! 

The  brave  Adolphus^  brother^n^law  of  the  deceafed 
monarchy  was  unanimoufly  elected  to  fucceed  to  his 
throne,  [a.  b.  41 2.]  His  pacific  view  extended  to  r^« 
ftore^ rather  than  to  Aibvert  the  Roman  empire;  and  the 
miniftersof  HonoriuSywho  were  now  releafed  from  their 
extravagant  oath^  readily  accepted  the  fervices  of  the 
Goths,  againft  the  tyrants  and  barbarians  who  infefled 
the  provinces  beyond  the  Alps.  Adolphus,  afiuming  the 
character  of  a  Roman  general,  marched  to  the  fouthern 
provinces  of  Gaul ;  his  troops,  foon  obtained  pofTeffion 
of  the  cities  otNarbonne,  Thouloufe,  andBourdeaux; 
and,  though  repulfed  from  the  walls  of  Marfeilles 
l3y  count  Boniface,  they  foon  extended  their  quarters^ 
from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Qcean ;  the  violence 
of  the  Goths  was  palliated  by  the  fpecious  pretence 
that  the  cities  they  attacked  were  in  a  (late  of  rebellion 
againft  the  government  of  Honorius. 

The  attachment  of  Adolphus  to  the  caufe  of  the  re- 
public, was  fecured  by  the  afcendant  which  a  Roman 
princefs  bad  attained  over  the  heart  of  the  barbarian 
king.  Pracidia,  the  daughter  of  the  great  Theodofius, 
and  of  Galla,  his  fecond  wife,  was  about  twenty  yeaTs 
of  age,  and  refided  in  Rome  when  the  city  was  firft  ih« 

vefted 
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?efted  by  the  arms  of  Alaric*  The  barbarians  detamtA 
the  lifter  of  HonoriuSj  but  lier  treatment  was  decent 
and  refpeftful;  her  youth,  degant  manner,  and  inCi^ 
noating  difpofition  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  mind 
of  Adolphus :  The  tainifters  of  Honorius  rejeded  the 
proffered  allbnce  of  the  Gothic  king  with  difdain,  but 
Placidia  herfelf  yielded, .  without  reluftance,  to  the  de- 
iires  of  a  young  and  valiant  prince.  The  marriage  of 
Adolphus  and  the  daughter  of  Theodofius  was  con« 
fummated  before  the  Golbs  left  Italy,  but  was  cele- 
brated at  Narbonne;  [a..  0.414.]  and  Attains,  fo 
long  the  fport  of  fortune,  was  appointed  ro  lead  the 
chorus  of  the  hymen^eal  fong.  The  provincials  rejoic- 
ed in  an  alliance  which  tempered  by  the  mild  ipfluence 
of  love  thie  fierce  fpirit  of  their  Gothic  lord. 

A  feries  of  prudent  regulations  fcarce  in  feven  years 
reftored  thejplendoar  of  Rome  and  the  tranquillity  of 
Italy ;  [a.  d.  417.]  and  in  this  interval,  the  peace  of 
the  province  had  been  difturbed  by  the  hodile  arma- 
ments of  Heraclian,  count  of  Africa,  who,  after  bip* 
porting  the  caufe  of  Honorius  with  adive  loyalty,  was 
tempted,  in  the  year  of  his  confulfliip,  to  aflume  the 
title  of  emperor.  The  fleet  with  which  he  caft  anchor 
at  the  mouth  of  she  Tiber,  amounted  to  the  incredible 
number  of  three  thoufand  two  hundred  •  veiTels ;  yet 
with  this  formidable  force,  the  ufurper  made  but  a 
feeble  impreffion  on  the  provinces  of  his  rivaL  [a*  q. 
413.]  Heraclian  was  encouacered  and  routed  on  the 
road  to  Rome,  by  one  6f  the  imperial  captaans ;  and 
deferting  his  fortune  and  his  friends,  ignominiouily  fied 
*  with  a  fingle  (hip.    When  he  landed  at  Caf  thage,  he 

found 
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found  the  whole  province  had  rdinqtiiflied  his  caufe^ 
and  returned  toits  allegiance.  The  unworthy  candi* 
d^te  for  fovereign  power  was  belieaded  m  the  ancient 
tdmple  of  Memory,  and  the  remains  of  his  private 
fortune  were  granted  to  the  brave  Conftantius>  who 
had  defended  the  throne  which  he  afterwards  fliared 
with  his  feeble  fovereign,- 

The  ufurpation  of '  Conftantine,  who  received  the 
purple  from  the  legions  6f  Britain,  had  proved  fuccefs* 
ful,  and  he  extorted  from  the  court  of  Ravenna  the 
ratification  of  his  rebellious  claims,  [a.  d,  409.  4^3  3 
He  had  engaged  to  deliver  Italy  from  the  Goths  ;  btft 
after  advancing  to  the  river  Po,  he  returned  to  cele- 
brate at  Aries,  a  vain  and  oftentatious  triumph.  His 
profperity  was  interrupted  by  the  revolt  of  count  Ge- 
rontius,  who  had  been  left  to  command  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Spain.  This  general,  after  placing  the  dia- 
dem on  the  head  of  his  friend  Maximus,  who  fixed  his 
refidence  at  Tarragona,  advanced  with  rapidity  through 
the  Pyrenees,  to  furprife  Conftantine  and  his  fon  Con- 
ftans,  who  was  already  affociated  to  the  purple.  The 
royal  youth  was  made  prifoner  at  Vienna,  and  inffant- 
lyputto  death;  the  father  efcaped  to  Aries.  The 
liege  of  that  city  was  immediatly  formed,  but  the  pro- 
grefs  of  it  was  interrupted  by  ttie  approach  of  an 
Italian  army,  commanded  by  Conftantius,  and  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  authority  of  the  lawful  emperor  Hono- 
rius.  Gerontius,  abandoned  by  his  troops,  efcaped  to 
the  confines  of  Spain ;  his  houfe,  in  the  night,  was 
farrounded  by  a  body  of  his  perfidious  foldiers,  and 
the  gallant  rebel,  after  a  bloody  defence,  in  which  he 
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was  affift^d  by  lu&  wifis^aod  a  friead  of  the  nadon  of  tht 
Alam,  and  havings  at  the  requeft  of  the  two  laft,  cut 
off  their  heads  to  pref^ve  them  from  the  Infults  of 
the  enemy 5  ended  his  own  life  by .  fheathing  a  daggef 
in  his  heart.  The  unprotefted  Maximua  was  preferv- 
ed  from  death  by  contempt ;  and  after  being,  elevated 
a  fecond  time  to  the  throne,  by  the  caprice  of  the  bar-* 
barians  who  ravaged  Spain,  was  refigned  to  the  juftice 
i)f  Honorius,  and  publickly  e:s^ecuted. 

The  general  Conftantius,  who  had  raifed  by  his  ap- 
proach the  fiege  of  Aries,  was  by  birth  a  Roman  ;  and 
the  ftrength  and  majefty  xonfpicuous  in  his  perfon 
marjked  him^  in  the  pc^ular  opinion,  as  worthy  of  the 
throng  he  afterwards  afcended.  In  his  manners  he 
was  cheerful  and  en^ging }  but  when  the  trumpet 
fummoned  him  to  arms,  his  animated  eyes  itruck  ter- 
ror into  his  foes,  and  infpired  his  foldiers  with  the  af-^ 
furance  of  vifltory.  The  emperor,  Conftantine,  after 
enjoying  an  anxious  refpite,  was  again  befieged  in  his 
capital  by  this  formidable  adverfary ;  but  this  interval 
had  allowed  him  to  negociate  with  the  Franks  and 
Alemanni*  At  the  head  of  an  army  of  thefe  barba- 
rians, his  amba0ador,  Edobic,  foon  returned  to  raife 
the  fiege  of  Aries.  The  army  of  Edobic  was  defeated 
by  the  valour  of  Conftantius  and  the  ikill  of  Ulphilas, 
his  lieutenant  i  Edobic  was  aflfaflinated  by  a  faithlefs 
friend,  to  whofe  houfe  he  had  efcaped.  The  magna- 
nimity of  Conflantius  bellowed  juft  praifes  on  the 
merit  of  Ulphilas,  but  he  (lernly  commanded  the  af« 
faflin  of  Edobic  to  depart  from  a  camp  which  he  con* 
fidered  as  polluted  by  his  prefence.    Conftantine,  who 
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from  the  waUs  of  Aries  had  beheld  the  riun  o(  his  laft 
hopes,  was  tempted  to  place  fqme  confidence  in  fo  ge- 
nei'ous  a  co^tqueror ;  he  ^xaded  a  folemR  promife  of 
perfonal  fecurity^  and  opened  the  gates  of  the  city/ 
But  the  integrity  of  Gonftantins  was  fuperfeded  by  the 
dodtrines  of  policy;  [a.  d.  411.]}  the  abdicated moi 
narchand  his  fon  Julian  were  fent  under  a  ftrong  guatd 
towards  Italy,  but  were  intercepted  on  the  road  by  the 
minifters  of  death4  u 

A  rapid  fucceilion  of  ufutpers  continued  to  arrfe^ 
[]a.  0.411.  416.]  Before  Conftantine  refigned  the 
purple,  in  the  fourth  month  of  the  fiege'  qf  Aries,  in- 
telligence was  received  that  Jovinus^  at  theanftigatioa 
of  Goar,  king  of  the  Alani,  and  of  Guntiarius^  king  of 
the  Burgundians,  had  aflumed  the  diadem  at  Mentz^ 
and  was  advancing  with  a  formidable  hoft  of  barbae 
irians  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  td  thofe  of  the 
Rhone.  It  appears,  Conftantius  refigned  without  a 
druggie  the  poiTeffion  of  Gaul }  and  that  the  Goths^ 
who  eftabliflied  their  quarters  in  that  province  two 
years  after  the  fiege  of  Rome,  compelled  the  degraded 
Attains  to  negociate  an  alliance  which  they  formed 
with  the  ufurper  Jovinus.  We  are  foon  after  furprifed 
'to  find  the  purple  beflx>wed  on  Sebaftian,  the  brother 
<bf  Jovinus ;  who,  with  Attalus,  is  reproached  byjovir 
4XU8  with  imprudently  accepting  the  fervices  of  Sarus^ 
the  perfdnal  foe  of  Adolphus,  and  who  had  retired  in 
di%uft  froin  the  caufe  of  the  emperor  Honorius.  A- 
jdolphus^  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufaod-Goths,  advanced 
do  encounter  the  hereditary  enemy  of  the  houfe  of 
JBalti;  he  attacked  Sarus  at  an  unguarded  moment 
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trfcen  he  wa^  ttAf  tUMmpBXiiGi  by^ighiMEi  otv^featf 
of  his  tafiant  follpwers,  add  ttihi  baiid  of  tm^oes  v» 
oppteflbd  afid  dH^^atchtd  by  futtouiK&hg  ttMiies.  The 
^tfa  tyf  Sarm  fiflblired  the  aHiasce  which  Ajtolphm 
had  mamtaitied  vith^tht  ururpers  x>f  O^ul :  he  lifteoed 
to  the  perfuationiiof  his  wife  Fbcidia ;  and  as  a  pledge 
t>F  peace,  difpatched  to  the  emperor  Honorius  the 
headi  of  the  brothers  Jovinus  o^d  Sebaftiati  $  whofe 
falU  abandoned  by  fiicir  barbarian  allies,  was  attended 
w^h  the  rtiin  of  tbefingle  but  noble  city  of  Valentia. 
AttaloS)  who  had  beeft  ib  often  degraded  and  reftored^ 
^ms  permitted  by  the  Gothic  king  to  embark  in  <me  of 
the  ports  of  Spain  in  fearch  oFaTeciare  retreat;  but 
he  Wis  iMercepted  at  fea,  conducted  to  the  feet  of 
HonmiuS)6xpofed  to  the  gastng  Aiuitimde,  and,  after 
the  wfnputaiioti  of  two  of  his  fingers,  baaiflied  to,  and 
fupptied  with  the  debent  neceflaties  of  life  in,  the  UtmA 
of  Lipari 

Spain,  abont  fen  months  before  the  fack  of  Rome 
by  the  Goths,  was  invaded  by  the  jokit  arms  of  Ae  So- 
levi,  the  Vandak,and  the  Alani,  who  poured  with  hm- 
£i!ible  violence  from  the  frontiers  of  Gaul  to  the  fea 
t)S  AfiHca.  {a.  o.'  409*3  Bat  Adoiphus^  when  he 
had  reftored  Gaul  to  the  obediaioe  of  his  brother  Ho- 
nortus  by  die  deaths  of  Jovinus  and  Sebaftiaa^  was 
readily  perfuaded  to  tiirn  his  arms  againft  the  harba- 
Yians  of  Spain  [a.  d.  4 14*3  He  pafled  the  Pyt^enMs^ 
land  ferprifed,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  the  dkf  ^ 
Hutrelofta :  But  the  courfe  of  the  vidortes  of  the  Ck^ 
^ic  king  was  interrnpted  by  domeftic  treafon.  He 
had  imprudently  received  into  his  ferviee  one  of  the 
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Folldwers  of  Ss^us,  whofe  fecrfet  ddire  of  revtttgliig  the 
death  of  his  beloved  p^trbn  was  ftimtilated  by  thi  far* 
cafms  of  his  infolent  mtifter.  Adolphus  was  aflaffinat- 
cd  in  the  palace  of  Barceldna ;  [a.  d.  415.  Auguft.] 
and  by  a  tumulttiou^  faction,  SIiig«r{^,  the  brother  ^f 
Sarus  himfelJT^  was  feated  on  tbft  Oothie  throne.  Xhe 
firft  ad  of  the  6ew  reign  wai(  the  mtiriler  of  the  Cik 
children  of  Ad^fphus  by  a  former  marriage  j  aiad 
the  datighter  of  Theodotius  waft  compelled  to  march 
above  twelve  miles  0^  fodt  bt^fore  the  horfe  of  a  bar- 
barian, the  affiffin  of  bcfr  hu^and* 

But  Placidijt  toon  ct^^ned  the  pteafute  of  revenge, 
and  the  tyrant  was  laifafG^ated  <m  tha  feventh  day 
t)f  his  nforpation«  The  free  dioice  of  the  Gothic 
ftattob  beftowed  the  foeptre  on  Waliia,  whofe  firft 
motions  indicated  a  hoftile  difpofition  towards  the 
republic*  [a.  d.  415*  418.]  He  murchM  from  Bar* 
i^Iona  to  the  flioTes  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and,  con- 
templating the  toaft  of  Africa,  refumed  the  defign^ 
^  con^ueft,  whidi  had  bee&  interrupted  by  the  death 
^f  Alatie.  The  winds  and  waves  again  difappointdL 
the  Goths,  and  the  minds  of  a  fUperlHtious  people 
were  ittiprefled  by  the  repeated  difaRers  of  ftorma 
and  th^Wreeks*  In  th&  dil^c^iion  Waifia  f^idily 
accepted  the  treaty  proffered  by  the  ambafiadore 
of  Honorius ;  he  reftored  Placidia  foi*  fix  hundred 
thOttfand  meafiires  of  wheat,  and  engaged  to  draw 
his  iV^rd  in  the  f^rvice  of  the  empire.  A  bioody  war 
Was  inftantiy  excited  among  the  barbarians  of  Spain, 
^nd  the  fuperior  atchievments  of  Wallia  diffufed  hia 
t^enown  throughout  the  empire^     He  extetminated 
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the  Slllngl;  he  flew  in  battle  the  king  of  the.  Alan^, 
the  remains  of  whofe  army  fought  refuge  under  the 
ftandard  of  the  Vandals ;  ,the  Vandals  themfelves,  anjl 
the  Suevi  yielded  to  the  efforts  .of  the  invincijb^p 
Goths^  The  promifcuous  multitude  of  the  barbarians, 
were  driven  into  the  mountains  of  Gallicia ;  and  Wal- 
lia,  faithful  to  his  engagements,  reftored  his  Spaniih 
conquefts  to  the  obedience  of.  Honorius. 

The  viftorious  Goths,after  repafling  the  Pyrenees, 
,  were  e(|tab}i(hed,  according  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  in 
the  poffeflion  of  the  fecond  Aqnitain,  a  majitime  prQ- 
vince  between  the  .Garonne  and  the  Loire,  under,  the 
jurifdi(^i0n  of  Boin'deaux.  [a.,d^  4J90  That  ipQ- 
-tropolis  was  regularly  built,  and  advantageoufly  (itu- 
dted  for  trade  ;  the  inhabitants  were  diftinguifhed  >y 
their  wealth,  their  learning,  and  th^ir  ppliflied  man- 
ners 5  the  adjacent  country  is  blefljbd  with  a  fruitfiil 
.foil  and  a  temperate  climate;  and  .the  Gpths,  after 
t^eir  maiTttaltmls,  enjoyed  the  rich  vineyards  of  ^quir 
4ain.  The  limits  of  their  domain  were  gradually  en- 
larged, and  the  fucceffors  of  Alaric  fixed  their  royal 
refidenceatThouloufe.  :  .. 

About  the  fam^  time,  the  Burgundians  and  the 
^Franks  obtained  a  permanent  fettlement  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Gaul.'  To  th^  Burgundians  were  ceded  the 
lands  of  the  Upper  Germany ;  and  by:  degrees  they 
occupied  the  two  provinces  w^ich.ftill.retajn>  with  the 
•titles  of  Duchy  and  of  County,  the  national  appel- 
ktio»  of  Burgundy.  The  Franks  were  tempted  to 
imitate  the  condudl  of  the  invaders  of  the  empire, 
whom  they  had  fo  long  bravely  refiftedi  and  their 

inde- 
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independent  powers,  multiplying  along  the  banks  of 
the  Meufe  and  the  Scheld,  infenfibly  filled  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Second,  or  lower,  Germaiiy.  But  the 
ruin  of  the  opulent  provinces  of  Gaul  may  be  daced 
from  the  eft^blifliment  of  thefe  barbarians,  whofe  alli- 
ance was  dangerous  and  oppreffive,  and  to  whofe 
rapacious  demands  the  furviving  provincials  were  com- 
pelled  to  relinquifli  with  a  figh  the  inheritance  of  their 
fathers.  Yet  the  title  of  Honorious,  and  his-  fuc- 
ceffors,  was  ftill  refpefted  throughout  thefe  provinces ; 
and  the  kings,  who  exercifed  a  fupreme  anthoriiy  over 
their  fubjeds,  continued  to  folicit  the  more  honoar« 
able  rank  of  mafter-generals  of  the  imperial  armies*' 

A,  D,  409.]  The  regular  forces  bf  Britain  had' been 
gradually  withdrawn  from  that  ifland  for  the  prote&ion 
of  Italy,  and  the  province  was  abandoned  without  de- 
fence to  the  Saxon  pirates,  and  the  favages'of  Ireland 
and  Caledonia.  The  Britons  a'flembling  in  arnls,  repelled 
the  invaders }  and  the  Armorican  provinces  (a  natne 
which  comprehended  the  maritime  countries  bf  Gaul 
between  the  Seine  and  the  Loire)  imitated  the  exam- 
ple of  the  neighbouring  iiland.  The  independence  of 
Britain  and  Armorica  was  foon  confirmed  by  Hono- 
rius  himfelf,  who  in  his  letters  committed  to  the  new 
ftates  the  care  of  their  own  fafety.  After  the  ufurpers  of 
Gaul  had  fallen,  the  maritime  provinces  were  reftored 
to  the  empire  ;  but  their  obedience  was  precarious  and 
imperfed :  and  Armorica.  though  it  could  not  main- 
tain the  form  of  a  republic,  was  agitated  by  frequent 
revolts.  Britain  was  irrecoverably  loftj  the  empe- 
rors   acquiefced    in  the  independence  of  a  remote 
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prodiice,  wd  thecbioiaof  allegiaace  and  protcdioi^ 
mat  (ucciMd<9d  by  tli«  mutual  offices  of  naMonal 
fricndflvp.  [a.  d.  409*  449*J  Duriog  a  p^ripd  of 
ft^tj  jmrs,  till  th9  defcent  of  the  S^oos^  Britain 
vm  ruM  by  tb$  authoiity  of  the  clergy,  th^  aobles, 
and  the  munii^pal  towns* 

Tb^  revok  of  Britain  and  Armorica  introduced  aik 
appearance  of  Uberty  into  the  obedient  provinces  of 
GwU  The  emperor  Honorius  by  a  foltmn  edl6l 
CQ9v^ned  an  aanwal  aflembly  of  the^v^^t  frovince^^  ^ 
mame  peiculiai'ly  appropriated  to  A^juitain  aad  the  an- 

gov^wieQt,  was  appoiiited  fox  the  pJlace  of  the  afiem- 
bly,  >^tiich  continued  from  the  fUtc^h  of  Auguft  to 
th<  jiUfteenthr  of  Sq>t<rmber  of  every  yei^r*  It  confifttd 
of  th<^  Pnaistqprian  pr^e^  of  Qaul  i,  {^en  proyinck^ 
governors ;  of  the  magii);rate69  and  the  biihops  of 
about  fixty  cities*  and  an  indefinitf^  number  of  (be  nio(( 
boqous^bje  land-hplders^  They  were  impqwered  tq 
lMerpr«t  the  law9  of  the  forereig^  repr^ent  the 
gprievances^'  of  tbe.  fubjedt  to  moderate  tlve  weight  of 
lais^s^  a94  ^  delihier^te  09  whatever  nught  tend  IQ 
the  proipeiity  of  the  feven  provinces^  IG^ut  th^  tardjf 
af^licaticm  of  a  rfuedy,  which  might  foriqerly  hav^ 
j^Foduc^  the  moft  important  eSe^,  was  incapable  of 
teftoting  vigour  to  an  exhat;^ed  country ;  and  the 
emperor  HGtBoriu$,  expreffed  his  furprife»  that  he  wa$ 
deduced  to  compel  by  penalties  the  relu^Unt  proYin^tt 
to  receive  tb|6  pxo&re^privilcigef. 
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CB^PTSU  XXII. 

ARCADIi^S  EMPEROR  OF  THE  EAST-.AI)MINlSTiUTIOM  ANO 
•;  DISGRACE  OF  UUTROPIUS— REVOX-T  OF  GAINUS— THEQDO- 
{5IUS  IL  EMPEROR  OF  THE  EAST— HIS  SISTER  PUJLCHERIA— 
HIS  WIFE  EUDOCIA— TW  PERSIAN  WAR  AND  DIVISION  OF 
ARMENIA-^DEATH  OF  HONORIUS-^VALENTINIAN  Iff.  EM- 
MROR  OF  THE  WEST— ADMINKTRATiON  OF  HfS  MOTHER 
PLACIDIA— JBTiyS  A!$D  60$IIFAqE.--Cf»IQfCXEST  09  AOaCA 
ITTHEVANDAU,     , 

IHE  empire  of  the  eaft  was  finally  fftablttied  l»7 
the  dhfificm  c^  tile  Rmnami  world  between  the  foas  of 
Theodofius ;  the  fovcreisa  of  that  eiiq;>be  aflumed  llie 
vam  tide  of  enptior  of  the  Romans,  md  (be  heridi- 
tary  appellattons  of  G^sar  and  Auavrrua;  tlie 
form  of  govemment  was  a  fimple  mmiarGhy ;  and  the 
name  of  the  Roman  Rxpubi.ic>  n^iieh  had  fb  long 
preferred  the  memc^  of  freedom^  was  cMisiied  to  the 
lAtin  provinces. 

It  has  been  already  ohCerved  that,  aft^er  the  bSL  of 
I^ufintis>  £utropiii8|  one  of  the  prtncipsi  enuKhByobp 
tained  an  afeetidant  over  the  feeble  Arcadiui^  and  was 
the  firft  of  his  artMcial  fez  who  dared  to  aAimc  the 
cIuiraAer  of  a  Roman  magiftrate  and  genecaL  The 
pretjudiecs  c^  the  Romans  beheld  with  in^gnadoa  an 
eunuch  and  a  fiave  poUqte  the  confuifhip^  though  they 
b»d  long  fuhmicted  without  an  effort  to  his  extortion 
C  c  4  and 
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and  rapacity :  Abundantius,  who  had  early  mtroduced 
the  ungrateful  favourite  into  the  palace,  was  i  among 
the  firfl:  who  felt  the  effeds  of  his  power ;  his  fortunes 
were  confifcated,  and  himfelf  banifhed  to  Pityus,  on 
the  Euxine,  the  laft  frontier  of  the  Roman  world. 
The  deftruflion  of  Timatius,  the  mafter-general  of  the 
armies  of  Theodofius,  was  a  more  arduous  enterprife  j 
that  officer,  whofe  ikill  and  valour  had  obtained  a  4^-^ 
pifive  vidory  qvejr  the  Goths  of  Theflaly,  had  promot- 
ed an  infamous  dependant  of  the  name  of  Bargus  to 
the  command  of  a  cohort ;  and  Bargus  was  inftigated 
to  acciife  his  patron  of  a  treafonable  correfpondence  ; 
the  influence  of  Eutropius  procured  his  condemnation ; 
his  immenfe  riches  became  the  property  of  the  worth- 
)efs  eunuchs ;  and,  Timatius  was  doomed  to  perpetual 
exUe^at Gbfis>  a  folitary  fpot  amklft  the  fandy  defert of 
Lyhia*  The.ungrjSLteful  Bargus  was  fooii  after  circum- 
vented by  th^e  more  powerful  vilbny  of  the  ininifter 
himfelf,  who  had  fenfe  enough  to  punifli  the  inftrument 
pf  hi»  crimes*  To  fecure  his  own  perfon  he  contrived 
a  law.  which  ektended  the  penalties  of  treafon  to  tbofe 
F.bo  <^&fpi^  againft  the  favourites  or  minifters  of  the 
emperor ;  even  thoughts  and  aSlions  were  declared,  by 
the  Cune  edi£t,  equally  culpable ;  and  the  fons  of  the 
^  guilty  were  adjudged  incapable  of  inheriting  either  on 
the  father's  or  the  mother's  fide,  or  of  receiving  any  gift 
or  legacy  from  the  teftament  either  of  kinfmen  of 
ftrangers. 

:  Although  thefe  fanguinary  laws  might  terrify  a 
fpiritlefs  people,  they  were  not  capable  of  reflrainiiig 
the  bold  enterprifp  of  Tribigild  th^  Oflrogoth.    The 
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tolony  of  that  warlike  people,  whicH  had  been  pfaftit- 
ed  by  Theodofius  in  one  of  the  moft  fertile  diftrifts  of 
Phrygia,  impatiently  compared  the  flow  returns  of  huf- 
bandry  with  the  fuccefsfiil  fpoils  of  war :  [a,  d.  399.] 
Their  leader  refented  his  own  ungracious  reception 
in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople.  The  inhabitants  be- 
tween th^  rapid  Marfyas  and  the  winding  Maeander 
were  aftoniflied  by  the  found  of  war,  and  the  trembling 
provincials  fled  for  refuge  to  the  fliores  of  the  Hellefc 
pont.  The  obftinacy  of  Tribigild,  who  refufed  all 
terms  of  accommodation,  itompelled  Eutrop!us'!<>fum« 
,  mon  a  council  of  war.  The  defence  of  Thrace  was 
entrufted  to  the  fword  of  Gainas,  the  Goth  j  ismd  the 
command  of  the  Afiatic  isirmy  to  an  officer  of  the  nanie 
of  Leo :  two  generals,  who  diflferentlys  but  effedually 
promoted  the  caufe  of  the  rebels.  Leo,  from  the  bulk 
of  his  body  and  the  dullnefs  of  his  mind,  was  furnam<^ 
ed  the  Ajax  of  the  eaft*  The  raflmefs  of  the  Ofl:ro- 
gqths  had  drawn  them  into  a  difadvantageous  ftation 
between  the  rivers  Melas  and  Eurymedon,  where  they 
were  prefled  by  the  peafants  of  PamphiHa;  but  the 
arrival  of  the  imperial  army  faved  them  from  deftruc* 
tion,  and  the  negh'gence  of  Leo  expofed  his  camp  to 
a  fatal  furprife  from  the  vigilance  and  daring  courage 
of  Tribigild.  The  difcontent  -of  Gainas  was  excited 
by  the  power  of  the  unworthy  Eutropius  j  infliead  of 
oppoiihg,  he  flcillfully  adapted  his  motions  to  the 
wiflies  of  the  Oftrogoths,  and  declared  to  the  imperial 
pourt  his  own  inability  to  profecute  the  wan  He  ex- 
torted the  permiflion  of  ne^ociating  with  his  adverfary, 

mi 
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Mdi  ihe  perem|to»y  demaad  of  the  bead  of  ^uti^fifms 

The  iMiiacet  of  Tttlngtld  weie  komiML  by  tfiy 
leart  of  the  empi«rs  Eifedoxhi,  who  conplataed  of  aa 
afirotit  offered  to  her  chMren  by  the  audacious  B»nifr 
ter;  [a.  0.  399*}  Arcadius  was  foon  induced  to  fign 
Ae'cwdemnaiioa  of  Eeiropius^  whofe  iimnediate 
detth  was  ^iTtrted  by  the  faafkuary  of  the  churcbt  and 
the  eloquence  of  Smat  John  Chryfoftom.  The  de^ 
ctepid  euauch  wa$  exiled  (x>  Cypt us,  but  he  had  feoice 
touched  the  ihores;  of  that  Ulaad  before  he  W2»  haftfly 
leeaUedf  and  4he  coaful  Aurelian  pronounced  the  fi* 
mA  featence,  which  vw  eicecuted  in  the  fobarbs  of 
Chakedon. 

During  this  domeltic  revolutioii,  Gainus  had  open- 
ly revolted  from  his  allegtaDce,  and  united  ins  forcce 
wtb  Tribigildy  over  whom  bit  fqpetior  genius  madia- 
ta^edthe  afcendant.  The  conSederate  araues  advaa? 
eed  imm  Thyaii ra  in  Lydia,  to  the  ffreighit  of  the  Het* 
hfynx  albd  the  BoTphorus.  Arcadim  waa  coi^>dled 
lotntft  hit.  perftm  and  authority  to  the  faith  of  the  baiw 
biiriaBt^  Md  a  chureh  near  ChaicedMa  was  chofen  for 
^.  pbce  of  i&terview*  AareUeda  and  Sataimintts^  two 
loia^ers  of  confular  raokt  wereexpo^  »>  the  terrora 
of  kamediate  execittiQii,  at  tbedMiaad  of  dbe  haughty 
CSalaat^  whocondefeended  to  grant  them  a  preomoua 
f^te^  The  Gotbt  were  traafpoctcd  from  Afia  inta 
£urop^  and  their  vidoriout  ehief»  who  accepted  tho 
tiUe  of  mafter-geaerali  fiUed  ConftaminoplQ  ^h  hie 
dependants.    The  indifcretion  of  Qaioa»  d^tanded 

foi 
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for  his  Arian  feftaries  the  pofleflioa  of  a  peculiar 
church;  and  the  prideof  the  catholics  was  oflfendoi 
fay  the  public  toleration  of  herefy  ;  the  fears  of  tb^ 
opulent  were  more  naturally  exoited  by  the  ardour 
with  wh^ch  the  barbarians  gazed  oa  tbe  rich  ihops  of 
the  jewellers  and  bankers :  Every  quarter  of  Goji^ 
ftaminople  was  filled  with  tumult  and  diforder  j  the 
guards  and  the  inhabitaats  of  the  city  rofe  in  arina» 
During  the  abfence  of  Gainas,,  bis  troops  wese  furpril^ 
ed  and  oppreiTed }  fevea  tbouland  of  the  barbariam 
perift^ed  ia  the  bloody  maflaere;  and  Gainaa  was 
aftoniihed  with  the  intelligeace  that  the  flower  of  hit 
array  had  been  deftroyed»  that  be  himfelf  was  dci^ 
clared  a  public  encmf,  and  that  bis  countryman,^  Fra« 
vitta,  a  loyal  confederate^  had  aflunaed  the  managemeot 
of  the  war  by  fea  and  land.  The  rebel,  after  ferar^l 
vain  attempts  on  the  cities  of  Thrace,  was  preffed  bjf 
the  irrififtiblei  attacks  of  faiaine  to  endeavour  the  pa& 
fage  of  tbe  Hellefpont ;  but  Ms  intripid  barbariann 
*  who  bad  entrufted  themfelves  on  rafts  to  the  waves^ 
were  intercepted  by  the  vigilance  of  Fravitta :  and  the 
]R.oman  gallies,  bearing  down  in  compafk  order,  qo« 
vered  the  Helldpont  with  the  fragments  of  the  Gothic 
(hipwreck.  After  the  I0&  of  fo  many  thoufands  of 
his  brayelt  foldiers,  Gainaswas  compelled  to  relinquifh 
the  hopes  of  conqueit>  and  determined  to  refume  the 
independence  of  a  lavage  life  ;^  at  the  head  of  an  ac<* 
tive  body  of  cavalry ,^  be  rapidly  marched  towards  the 
Panube,  an4  foon  was  ddlvered  from  the  purfuit  of 
Fravitta:  ^\xt  he  met  zxki  encountered  a  more  forml* 
dable  enemy ;  TJldin>  king  of  the  Huns,  oppofed  with 
fjiperior  fprces  the  progreis  of  Gainas,  who  was  flaiii 

with 
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With  his  defperate  followers  in  attempting  to  cut  his 
Way  through  the  hoftile  ranks,  [a.  d.  401.  Janu- 
ary 3d.]  '  ' 

Arcadi^s,  delivered  from  the  terrors  of  revolt,  refign- 
fed  himfeif  to  the  abfolute  dominion  of  his  wife  the  fair 
Eudoxia  J  but  the  fame  of  that  emprefs  is  fullied^by 
the  perfecution  of  St.  John  Chryfoftom,  whofe  merit 
had  promoted  him  to  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  The  imprudent  bilhop  from  the  pulpit 
had  arraigned  thofe  female  vices  which  have  been  at- 
tributed to  the  doubtful  charafter  of  Eudoxia.  Chry- 
foftom  was  banifhed,  but  recalled  in  two  days  by  the 
tumultuous  rage  of  his  faithful  people,  and  the  feafon- 
able  interpofition  of  an  earthquake ;  the  emprefs  her- 
felf  acknowledged  that  the  public  fafety  could  only  be 
purchafed  by  the  reftoration  of  the  archbifliop :  but 
his  return  was  attended  by  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
language  which  had  excited  the  former  refentment  of 
the  court,  and  more  effeftual  meafures  were  concerted 
for  his  final  difgrace  and  ruin.  A  body  of  barbarian 
troops  was  introduced  into  the  city,  to  fupprefs  the 
emotions  of  the  people  j  the  former  fentence  againft 
the  archbifliop  was  confirmed,  and  Arfacius  occupied 
the  archiepifcopal  throne.  Chryfoftom  was  exiled  to 
the  remote  town  of  Cucpfus,  among  the  ridges  of 
mount  Taurus ;  and  after  three  years  was  ordered  to 
be  removed  by  his  implacable  perfecutors  to  the  ex- 
treme defert  of  Pityus :  but  he  funk  under  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey  or  the  cruelty  of,  his  guards;  and  the 
fucceeding  generation  acknowledged  his  innocence  and 
merit.  Thirty  years  after  his  death,  his  remains  were 
tranfported  to  Conftantinople  j  and  the  emperor  Theo- 

dofius 
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dofius  falling  proftrate  on  the  coffin.  Implored;  in  the 
name  of  his  guilty  parents,  Arcadius  and  Eudoxia, 
the  forgivenefs  of  the  injured  faint. 

The  emperor  of  the  eaft  was  more  affliSed  by  th<; 
lofs  of  Eudosaa,  -  who  was  deftroyed  by  the  confe- 
queaces  of  a  mifcarriage  in  the  bldom  of  youth,  than 
by  the  revolt  of  his  fubjefls,  the  incurfions  of  the  bar- 
barians, and  the  deftruftive  eflFefts  of  earthquakes,  con- 
flagrations and  famine,  which  marked  his  reign  with 
inceflant  calamity.  Three  years  afterwards,  Arcadius, 
in  the  thirty-firft  year  of  bis  age,  and  in  the  fourteenth 
of,  his  reign,  expired  at  the  palace  of  Conftantinople;^ 
leaving  behind,  him  an  only  fon  np  more  than  feven 
years  old,  and  three  daughters,  Pulcheria,  Arcadia,  and 
Marina,     [a.  d.  408.  May  i.] 

The  hiftorianProcopius  afferts,  that  Arcadius  be- 
queathed the  proteftion  of  his  fon  to  Jefdegerd,  the 
Perfian  monarch  ;  and  that  the  ancient  rival  of  impe- 
rial power  difcharged  his  truft  with  fidelity ;  but  the 
filence  of  contemporary  writers  on  fo  Angular  an 
event,  annihilates  our  confidence  in  the  vain  tradition ; 
and  the  governpaent  of  the  eaftern  empire  was  affurped 
and  retained  for  feven  years  by  the  praefeft  Anthemius, 
who  fupported  by  his  prudent  firmnefs  the  reputation 
of  an  infi^int  reign.,  Uldin,  who  was  encamped  with 
a  hoft  of  barbarians  in  Thrace,  and  who  rejeded  all 
terms  of  accommodation,  was  compelled  to  repafs  the 
Danube;  Conftjuitinople  was  protefted  by  new  and  more 
jsxtenfive  walls  ;  and  a  plan  was  conceived  of  eftabliih- 
ingafleet  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  veffels  on  the  Danube, 
which  would  have  fecured  the  command  of  that  river. 

9  Pul. 
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INilch^a^  live  lifter  of  Theodofiw^  only  twd  years 
tMet  tban  hknfelf^  bad)  at  the  Kge  of  fifteen,  received 
the  title  of  Auguftn^  and  with  feme  doubtful  inten^Is^ 
continued  to  govern  the  eaftern  empire  near  forty  years, 
either  in  the  name  of  her  brother^  in  her  own,  or  in 
that  of  her  ttominal  htt(band  Marctan»    [a.  d*  414.] 
lilts  fingvilar  woman  early  |>rofe^  a  life  of  celibacy, 
ttid   communicated  the  fame  rdfolutbn  to  her  fi£> 
ters,  Arcadia  and  Marina ;  but  the  devotion  of  Pul- 
cheria  never  diverted  her  attention  from  temporal 
affairs,  and  flie  alone,  of  die  defcendents  of  the  great 
Theodolius,  appears  to  have  inherited  any  (hare  of  htt 
Ipirit  and  abilities.    Some  praife  muft  be  afcrlbed  to 
the  adminiftration  of  Pulcheria,  that  though  Ma  the  laft  ^ 
years  of  the  life  of  the  younger  Theodofius  the  pro- 
vinces of  Europe  were  aflllifted  by  the  arms  of  Attila, 
yet  the  emperor  was  never  reduced  to  the  difgraceful 
neceflity  of  encountering  a  rebellious  fubjed. 

The  judgnrent  of  Putcheria  provided,  in  his  twenti^ 
eth  year,  a  wife  for  Theodofius^  in  the  celebrated  AAe^ 
nais,  the  daughter  of  the  Athenian  philofopher  Leon« 
tins  \  who,  after  the  death  of  her  &ther,  was  compelled 
by  the  jealoufy  or  avarice  of  her  brothers,  to  feA 
juftice  or  favour  from  Pulcheria.  The  merit  of  Athenais 
recommended  her  to  the  attention  of  the  A^xgujia  ;  the 
obfcure  fuppliant  was  eafily  prevailed  on  to  renounce 
the  errors  of  Paganifm,  and  (he  received  at  het  bap* 
tifm  the  chriftian  naime  of  Eudocia.  I^iough  Aear 
twenty-eight  years  old,  her  beauty  inflamed  the  heart 
of  the  emperor,  and  fiie  was  conduced  to  the  bed  of 
Theodofias;  [a.  d«44i>]  but  the  cautious  E^ilcheria 
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mdilield  the  tide  of  Angufta,  liU  tfat  mspr^  iHid 
apptt>Ted  her  fruitiy svefe  by  liie  birth  of  ^  dMghtet:^ 
who,  fifteaa  yean  afiertRrards»  was  marmd  to  cht  em^ 
perorof  the  weft. 

Eudoda,  amidft  her  new  greameis,  ptomoted  to  tKe 
rank  of  oonfiils  and  prsefeds  cbofe  brothers  who  had 
to  much  reafon  to  dread  faerrefeQtmmt ;  nor  w«t  Ifee 
negligent  m  the  luxury  of  a  palace  of  thofe  ftucfion 
acquifitions  whicl)  iirft  conduced  lo  her  elevation* 
Her  writings,  which  were  applauded  by  a  fenrile  age^ 
have  not  been  difdained  by  impartial  cntidfin  ;  but  her 
glories  were  terminai!ied  by  an  ungratefol  coonpedcton 
for  power  with  her  patrooefs  Palcheria :  and  the  em* 
prefS)  perceivmg  tbe  afie£Uon  of  Tfaeodofius  irrecriev'* 
ably  loft,  requefted  the  permiffioii  of  retiring  to  Jem* 
falem.  Evm  in  this  .foUtude  the  viiadidiTe  fpirk  of 
Pukheria  purlbed  her ;  Satumidus^  count  of  the  doi 
ntieftics,  was  direded  to  punifli  with  death  .two  of 
her  moft  favoured  fervants :  Eudocia  inftaatly  re« 
venged  them  by  the  aflaffinaticm  of  the  count :  and 
the  feverity  of  Theodofius  %noniiaiottfly  (bipped  the 
emprefs  of  the  honours  of  her  rank.  The  remaindet 
of  tbe  life  of  Eudocta,  sd>out  fifteen  years^  was  ipent  in 
exile  alttd  devotion  ;  £a«  o.  400.3  and  ihe  expired  at 
jerufolem,  intbefixy**feventfa  year  of  her  age^  proteft«> 
mg  with  her  USl  breathy  that  (he  had  never  been  guilty 
of  mfidelity,  the  ianputatioa  of  which  feems  firft  to 
hate  aUeaated  from  her  the  affe^ons  of  Theodo&us% 

Ak  D«  42  a«]    The  tramiuiUity  of  the  emperor  of 

tbeeaft,  whofe  gende  mind  was  tocapab|e  of  ambitioQ 

ornnown^  was  &arcely  interrupted  by  tbe  alarm  of  a 
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fian  war,  originating  in  the  indifcree^  z6al  of  ai  bi(b(5{>^ 
who  afpired  to  the  crown  of  martyrdom  by  deftroying^ 
in  the  laft  year  of  the  reign  of  Jezdegerd,  one  of  the 
fire-temples  of  Sufa.  The  perfecutioo  againft  the 
Chri(lian$9  adopted  by  the  Perfian  inonarch  in  revenue 
of  the  infult,  was  imitated  by  his  fon  Vararanes,  of 
Bahramj  who  foon  afterwards  afcended  the  throne* 
Some  fugitives,  who  had  efcaped  to  the  Roman  frontier,^ 
were  demanded  and  refufed ;  and  the  refufal,  aggra- 
vated by  commercial  difputes,  foon  kindled  a  war  be« 
tween  the  rival  monarchies ;  the  operations,  however^ 
of  two  fucceflive  campaigns  were  not  produdive  of  any 
memorable  events.  A  truce  of  ont  hundred  years 
was  folemnly  ratified,  and  was  aftually  matatained  for 
near  fourfcore,  though  the  continuance  of  it  was 
threatened  by  the  fubfequent  revolutions  of  Armenia. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century,  Armenia  was 
divided  by  the  progrefs  of  war  and  fadion.  {]a..d. 
431.  440.]  Chofroes,  the  Perfian  vaflal,  reignefl  over 
the  eaftern  and  moft  extenfive  portion  of  the  country ; 
%  the  weftern  province  acknowledged  Arfaces^'  and  the 
fupremacy  of  the  Roman  emperor.  On  the  death  of 
Arfaces,  the  Romans  fupprefled  the  regal  government, 
and  impofed  on  their  allies  the  coQditibn  of  fubjeds } 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  nobles,  lamenting  the  lofs 
of  their  king,  negociated  their  peace  with  Perfia }  and 
returning  to  the  palace  of  Artaxata,  acknowledged 
Chofroes  for  their  fovereign.  About  thiily  years  after- 
wards, Artafires,  nephew  and  fucceflbr  cf  Chofroes, 
provoked  the  enmity  of  his  nobles,  who  folicited 
.unanimoufly  a  Perfian  governor  inftead  of  ait  unwo9« 
;  *      ;  thy 


tliy  king/  Bahi^m  liftened  to  their  requeft:  By  hfg 
fentence  the  defcendants  of  Ar faces  were  degraded 
from  the  rc^l  dignity  ;  and  the  dominions  of  the  unn 
fortunate  Artifires^  under  the  appellation  of  Perfar*. 
menta,  were  reduced  into  the  form  of  a  province.  The 
jealoufy  of  the  Romans  was  excited  by  this  nfurpation^ 
but  the  rifing  difputes  were  terminated  by  an  arnicas 
ble  though  unequal  partition  of  the  ancient  kingdom 
of  Armenia* 

.  During  thefe  occurrences  In  the  eaft,  Phcidia^ 
daughter  of  the  great  Theodofius  and  the  widow  of  the 
brave  Adolphus,  had  been  united  to  Conftantius,  who 
had  vindicated  the  authority  of  Honorius  from  the 
ufurpation  of  Conftantine  and  the  revolt  of  Gerontius* 
The  gallant  general  was  affociated  by  his  foverei^n  to 
the  empire  of  the  weft  ;  and  his  death,  in  the  feventh 
month  (^  his  reign,  inftead  of  diminifhing  Teemed  to 
increafe  th6  power  of  Piacidia,  by  the  influence  &• 
obtained  over  the  mind  of  her  brother  Honorius.  On 
a  fudden  their  fufpicious  regard  was  converted  into  ir« 
teconcileable  hatred ;  and  foon  after  the  marriage  of 
Theodoiius,  Placidia  and  her  children  fled  to  Confl:an* 
tinople.  They  were  received  'with  kindnefs  by  thc( 
emperor  of  the  eaft  ;  and  within  a  few  months  fron^ 
the  arrival  of  Placidia,  the  death  of  Honorius  was  an^ 
nounced,  who  expired  in  cpnfequence  of  a  dropfy^ 
after  a  reign  of  twenty-eight  years.   ' 

While  the  minifters  of  the  eaft  deliberated,  the  va« 
cant  throne  of  the  weft  was  lifurped  by  a  ftranger. 
The  name  of  the  rebel  was  John,  who  filled  the  office 
of  prinpipal  fecretary :  Elated  by  the  fubmiffion  of 
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Inly  andihebopeof  andUancc  xvttfe  theHu»»  bedff- 
patched  an  cmbafly  ta  Gonftaatinopk ;  but  wfeen  he 
uadcrftood  his  agents  were  refufed  audience,  be  prfr 
pared  to  fupport  his  claims  by  aims.    Theodofius  eii- 
trufted  the  condu A  of  the  kalian  expedition,  to  Arda<- 
burius  and  his  fon  Afpsu-,  who  had  already  fignaliisBed 
their  valour  againft  the  Perfians.    Ardabisriua  em- 
barked with  the  infantry,  and  Afpar,  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry,  conducted  Placidia  and  her  fon  Valentiniw 
along  the  fea'-coaiS  of  the  Hadriatic  i  and'  by  his  ai^Ve 
diligence  fnrprifed  the  city  of  Aquileta :  Ye$,  amidll 
hts^  triumph,  he  was  confounded  with  the  intelligfnce 
that  the  imperial  fleet  wasdifperfed  by  a  ftorm,  and  his 
liiKther,  wt%  two  gallies,  taken  and  carried  into  the  port 
of  Ravenna.    But  this  incident  facilitated  the  conqueft 
of  Italy ;  Ardaburius  employed   the  liberty,  allowed 
him  by  John  to  revive  in  private  a  fenfe  of  loyalty 
among  the  troops ;  when  the  confpiracy  was  ripe  be 
prefled  the  approach  of  his  fon,  who  advanced  through 
the  morafles  of  the  Po  by  a  fecret  road.    The  gat^ 
of  Ravenna  were  thrown,  open,  and  the  tyrant  was 
delivered  to  the  power  of  the  conquerors:  his  r^hc 
band  was  cut  oflF ;  and  after  he  bad  been  expofed, 
wounted  on  an  afs^  to  the  puUic  deriHon,  John  waa 
beheaded  in  the  circus  of  Aquileia. 
.  Though  Theodofius,  by  the  right  of  confanguinity 
and  conqueft,  might  have  reigned  the  fole  emperor  of 
the  Rx>mans,  he  contented  himielf  with  the  empire  of 
the  eaft,  amd  feated  his   coufin  Valenttnian  on  the 
throne  of  the  weft ;  but  the  weftern  Illyricum  waa 
detached  from  the  dominions  of  the.  latter>.  aiid  added. 

to 


tb  thofe  of  the  former,  and  VafentmM  Waibeirothwi: 
to  Eudoxia  the  daughter  of  Thebdofius  aaid  Athenais  5^ 
5to  digagemerit  which  Was  feklifully  acc(MnpUflied  a^ 
foottaS^the  lover  ^df  Ae  bride  attained  the  aye  of 
ptibefty.  Theodbfios  and  Valefttiniagft  continued  ta 
fefpeift^  their  public  and  dom^ftic  alliance  j  but  the 
unity  of  the  Roman  governm«rt  was  finally  dHTohredy 
and  by  a  pofitive  declaration  all  future  laws  were 
findited  to  the  dominions  of  their  peculiar  au^tHon 

A.  d;  425.]  When  Valentinian  received  the  title 
of  Auguftus,  he  was  rio  more  than  fix  years  of  age^ 
ind  hi«  minority  was  enmi{tekl  to  the  care  of  his  mo-» 
ther,  jealous  of  her  power  yet  iricapabte  of  estefting  it  f 
and  die  charafter  of  the  uiiworthy  emperor  couilte-« 
nances  a  fufpicion  that  Placidia  ftudioufly  corrupted 
his  youth  by  a  diffolute  education.  The  armies  of  thtf 
weft  were  commanded  by  two  generals,  jStius  and 
Boniface,  whofe  union  might  have  fupported- a' finking 
empire,  but  whofe  difcord  wa*  the  immediate  caufe  oS 
the  lofs  of  Africa.  The  former  had  fupported  tlie 
rebellion  of  John  witb  an  atmy  of  fixty  -thoufand 
Ifuns;  and  on  the  death  of  theufuiper,  though  he  con* 
eluded  an  advantageous  treaty  with  Valentinian,  he  con* 
fihued  afecret  correfpondence  with  his  barbarian  allies : 
The  latter  had  maintained  with  unflia&en  conftancy 
the  caufeof  loyalty,  and  contributed  by  the  troops^and 
treiftKres  of  Africa^toextinguifli  therebdlion.  The  e& 
perienceof  theifpaft  conduft  (hould  havedecided  thefc. 
vour  of  th^  emprds  Placidia ;  but  Boniface  was  abfent, 
and--^tiu8befieged  the  palace  of  Ravenna- with  aflidu- 
ous  flattery:  He-deceivcd.fi5s-niiftrtffs  and-  his  abfent 

D  d  2  rival 


404    V  BJICLINE   AND  BALL  OF 

rival  by  a'  fobtle  ftratagem ;  he  perfuaded  Placidia  to 
recal  Bonifiaice ;  he  fecretly  advifed  Boniface  to  difo^ 
bey  the  imperial  fummons,  which  he  reprefented  as 
a  fentence  of  death  ;  and  whea  the  credulous  count 
armed  Africa  in  his  defence,  ^tius  applauded  to  the 
emprefs  his  own  fagacity  in  forefeeing  the  difobe- 
dience  and  rebellion  he  himfelf  at  firft  fuggefted.  The 
unpoflibility  of  withftanding  the  forces  of  the  weft, 
commanded  by  a  rival  of  military  reputation,  induced 
Boniface  to  call  to  his  fupport,  and  contraft  an  alliance 
with  Gonderic,  the  king  of  the  Vandals. 

The  Vandals  and  the  Suevi,  after  they  were  driven 
into  the  mountains  of  Gallicia,  maintained  a  (late  of 
mutual  hoftility^  in  which  the  former  prevailed  ;  thefe, 
quitting  their  narrow  limits,  foon  after  vanquiihed, 
near  Tarragona,  a  numerous  army  of  Romans  and 
Goths  commanded  by  the  mafter-general  Caftlnus. 
Seville  and  Cartbagena  became  the  prey  of  the  con- 
querors ;  and  the  veflels  which  they  found  in  the  har- 
bour of  Cartbagena  tranfported  them  to  Majorca  and 
Minorca,    [a.  p.  428.]    The  experience  of  naviga- 
tion  encouraged  the  Vandals  to  accept  the  invitation  of 
count  Boniface :  The  death  of  Gonderic  accelerated 
the  enterprife  i  his  baftard-brother,  Genferic,  a  name 
equally  formidable  in  the  Roman  annals  with  thofe  of 
Alaric  and  Attila,  fucceeded  to  his  power.    The  Van* 
dal  king  is  defcribed  to  have  been  of  middling  ftature, 
and  lame  of  one  leg ;  flow  and  cautious  in  his  fpeech> 
ftem  and  unrelenting  in  his  anger ;  ambitious  without 
bounds,  and  without  fcruples ;  equally  ready  to  avail 
himfelf  of  his  allies,  and  capable  of  fcattering  difcord, 
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by  fiis  arts,  among  his  enemies.  In  the  momWt  that 
he  prepared  to  depart,  he  heard  that  Hermanric,  king 
of  the  Suevi,  had  prefumed  to  ravage  the  Spanifli  ter- 
ritories which  he  had  refolved  to  abandon «  Impatient 
of  the  infult,  he  purfued  the  retreat  qf  the  Suevias  far 
as  Merida,  precipitated  the  king  and  his  army  into  the 
rhfCT  Anas,  and  then  returned  to  the  fea-fhore  to  em- 
bark his  viftorious  troops. 

The  veffels  which  tranfported  the  Vandals  over  the 
modern  ftreights  of  Gibrahar  were .  furniflied  by  the 
provincials  of  Spain  and  the  count  of  Africa ;  {^a.  !>• 
4^9.3  the  army  of  Genferic  was  augmented  by  the 
Alani,  bver  whom  he  ruled  with  equal  authority,  and 
increafed  by  a  number  of  the  braved  of  the  adventur- 
ers of  the  Gothic  nation,  yet  the  amount  of  thefe 
was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  ideas  we  are  apt  to 
entertain  of  the  fwarms  of  barbarians  that  feemed  to 
iflue  from  the  north :  the  promifcuous  multitude, 
even  by  the  addition  of  old  men,  of  children  and  flave^, 
could  fcarce  be  fwelled  to  fourfcore  thoufand  perfons  ; 
but  the  difcontents  of  Africa  fortified  the  Vandal 
power  with  the  acceflion  of  numerous  allies :  the 
Moors,  regardlefs  of  confequeoces,  embraced  the 
alliance  of  the  enemies  of  Rome ;  and  the  perfe- 
ciition  of  the  religious  f(i£):arles,  called  Donatifts,  by 
the  intolerant  zeal  of  the  catholic  church,  facilitated 
the  enterprife  of  Genferic,  who,  though  a  chri{lia«ij 
was  an  enemy  to  the  orthodox  communion^ 

The  court  of  Ravenna  was  aftomlhed  with  the  in* 
telligence  that  a  virtuous  hero  had  invited  the  barba- 
dians to  deftroy  the  province  entrufted  to  his  com- 
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mand.  The  friends  of  Boniface,  in  the  ab&noe  of 
iEtius,  folicited  a  cohference  with  the  count  of  Africa  $ 
in  the  firft  interview,  at  Carthage,  the  frs^ud  of  ^tiu^ 
was  inftantly  deteded,  and  his  oppofite  letters  liirere 
produced  and  compared*  Hapidia  and  Boniface  la<? 
mented  their  mutual  error,  and  the  count  had  fufficient 
magnanimity  to  confide  in  the  forgivenefs  of  his  fq- 
vereign.  [a.  p.  430.3  Biit  he  foon  difcovered  it 
was  no  longer  in  his  power  to  remedy  the  diforders  he 
had  introduced  :  Carthage,  and  the  Roman  garrlfon;, 
returned  with  their  general  to  the  allegiance  of  Valen- 
tiniiin ;  but  the  reft  of  Africa  was  diftrafted  with  war 
and  faSion,  and  the  king  of  the  Vandals  fternly  refufed 
all  terms  of  accommodation.  The  band  of  veterans,- 
with  the  provincial  levies  which  marched  under  the 
ftandard  of  Boniface,  were  defeated  by  the  barbarians  i 
the  open  country  was  infuUed  and  deftroyed  ^  an^ 
Carthage,  Cirta,  and  Hippo  Regius,  were  the  only 
cities  that  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the  count  qf 
Africa. 

Boniface  beheld  with  diflrefs  the  ruin  he  had  occa- 
fioned,  and  which  he  was  no  longer  able  to  avert  j 
after  the  lofs  of  the  battle  hf  retired  into  Hippo  RegiuS;! 
a  maritime  city  about  twq  hi^ndred  niiles  «(eftward  of 
Carthage,  where  he  fuftained  a  (lege  of  mai^y  months. 
Buring  the  commencement  of  it,  his  anxious  laboufs 
vere  alleviated  by  the  edifying  cojiiyerfation  of  l^s 
friend  St.  Auguftin,  who  has  deferyedly  been  confider- 
cd  as  the  piUar  of  the  catholic  church  j  but  that 
j^iihop  was  reieafed  by  death,  in  the  third  month  of 
tKf  fiege,  and  itt  the  fi^ve^ty-fixtl^  year  of  his  agCj^ 
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irom  the  a£);ual   and  impenditig  calamilbs '  of  ^hk 
country. 

The  fiege  of  Hippo  was  protrafted  by  tht  IkflB  of 
Boniface^  and  the  ignorance  of  the  Vandlils,  abbvft 
fourteen,  months ;  and  Placidia,  alarmed  at  :the  dan« 
■ger  of  Africa,  implored  the  afliftance  of  her  eaftem 
ally.  Afpar  failed  from  Ckniftantinople  with  a  power- 
ful armament  to  reinforce  the  Italian  fleet  and  a:rmy  5 
the  force  of  the,  two  empires  was  united  under 
Boniface,  and  the  lofs  of  a  fecond  battle  decided  the 
fate  of  the  province,  [a.  d.  43I.3  Boniface  em* 
barked  at  Hippo,  and  the  Vacant  places  of  bis  foldaers^ 
moft  of  whom  were  flain,  were  occupied  by  the  citi- 
zens with  their  families  and  effeds.  Placidia  received 
thp  vanquiihed  general  with  generous  condolence,  and 
raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  patrician,  and  mafter-geiieral 
of  the  armies  of  the  weft.  But  the  haughty  foul  of 
JEtius  was  inflamed  by  the  promotion  of  iiis  rival,  zhd 
the  dete&ion  of  his  own  frauds  j  he  haftily  returned 
from  Gaul  to  Italy,  with  a  band  of  barbarian  followers ; 
the  weaknefs  of  the  government  fuffered  the  two  gene- 
rals to  decide  their  private  difference  in  a  bloody  battle  ; 
Boniface  was  fuccefsful,  but  he  received  in  the  aftion 
a  mortal  wound  from  the  fpear  of  his  rival,  of  which 
he  expired  in  a  few  days ;  [a.  d.  432.]  and  with  fuch 
charitable  fentiments  towards  his  adverfary,  as  to  ad- 
vife  his  wife,  a  rich  heirefs  of  Spain,  to  take  ^dus 
for  a  fecond  hulband.  But  the  refentment  of  Placi- 
dia proclaimed  that  general  a  rebel,  and  after  an  inefiec- 
tual  reiiftance,  he  was  compelled  to  retire  into  Pano- 
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nia  to  the  tents  of  the  Huns,  among  whom,  as  a  hoftage, 
he  had  fpent  the  years  of  his  youtl^. 

The  retreat  of  Boniface  did  not  complete  the  ful>> 
je^ion  of  Africa;  Carthage  ftill  held  out  againft  the 
Vandal  king,  and  Genferic  concluded  a  treaty  by 
\(rhich  the  three  Mauritanias  acknowledged  the  autho- 
rity of  the  emperor  of  the  weft.  The  domeftic  enemies 
of  Genferic  compelled  him  to  this  moderation ;  his 
throne  was  furrounded  by  foes  who  afferted  the  claims 
of  his  nephews,  the  fons  of  Oonderic,  and  derided 
the  bafe  birth  of  their  uncle :  tbofe  nephews  with 
their  mother,  the  widow  of  the  deceafed  king,  were 
facrificcd  to  the  fafety  of  the  Vandal  tyrant ;  and  as 
he  had  fubfcribed  a  folemn  treaty  with  Valentinian  in 
hopes  of  deriving  fome  advantage  from  the  violation 
of  it,  under  the  proteftations  of  friendfliip  he  at  length 
furprifed  Carthage,  eight  years  after  the  defeat  of 
Boniface,  and  five  hundred  and  eighty^five  y^rs  after 
the  deftruftion  of  the  city  by  the  younger  Scipiot 
[a.  p.  439.] 
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CHAPTER    XXIII. 

CHARACTER  AND  CONfiUESTS  OF  ATTILA,  KING  OF  THK 
HUNS— DEATH  OF  THEODOSIUS  THE  YOUNGER—ELEVA- 
TION OF  MARCIAN  TO  THE  EMPIRE  OF  THE  EAST— IN- 
VASION  OF  GAUL  BY  ATTILA— REPULSED  BY  iETIUS— 
ATTILA  INVADES  AND  EVACUATES  ITALY— THE  DEATHS 
pF  ATTILA,  JETIUS,  AND  VALENTINIAN  THE  THIRD* 

X  HE  Huns,  who  had  been  induced  by  the   iriflu* 
ence  of  j3Etius  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  John  the  ufurp- 
cr,  encamped  within  the  limits  of  modern  Hungary, 
and  acknowledged  the  authority  of  Roas,  or  Rugilas. 
The  retreat  of  the  barbarians  was  purchafed  by  the 
ceilion  of  Pannonia;  and  the  arms  of  Rugilas  were  di- 
refted  againft  the  provinces  of  the  eaft,  when  his  death 
fufpended  a  treaty  which  Tbeodofius  had  condefcended 
to  negotiate  with  him,     Attila  and  Bleda,  the  twofons 
of  Mundzuk,  and  the  nephews  of  Rugilas,  fucceeded 
to  the  throne,  and  confented  to  a  perfonal  interview 
with  the  minifters  of  Conftantinople.     In  a  fpacious 
plain  near  the  city  Margus,  in  the  Upper  Maefia,  they 
di6iated  the  infulting  conditions  of  peace;  the  annual 
contribution  was  raifed  from  three  hundred  and  fifty  to 
feven  hundred  pounds  of  gold  ;  a  plentiful  niarket  on 
the  banks  of  the  Danube  was  ilipulated  ;  eight  pieces  of 
gold  were  paid  for  every  Roman  captive  who  had  efcap- 
c4  from  his  barbarian  mafter ;  all  fugitives  who  had 
,  '         '  take^ 
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taken  reAige  m  the  prorinces  of  the  eaft  were  deliver- 
ed up ;  aiid  Theodofius  folemnly  renounced  all  treaties 
and  engagements  with  the  enemies  of  the  Huns.  At 
the  expense  of  wealth  and  reputation  the  emperor  of 
the  eaft  purchafed  a  precarious  refpite,  while  Attila  re- 
duced the  rebellious  or  independent  nations  of  Scythia 
SM^d  Germany. . 

The  features  of  the  barbarian  conqueror  bore  the 
ftamp  of  his  favage  origin,  and  exhibited  the  genuine 
deformity  of  a  modern  CalmOck ;  a  large  head,  a 
fwarthy  complexion,  fniall  eyes,  a  flat  nofe,  broad 
iboulders,  and  a  jQiort  fquare  body,  of  nervous  ftrength 
though  of  a  difproportioned  form.  He  delighted  in 
war,  but  his  head  contributed  more  than  his  hand  to 
the  conqueft  of  the  north.  A  peafant  had  difcovered 
among  the  grafs  an  ancient  fword,  which  he  prefented 
to  Attila,  who  accepted  it  with  pious  gratitude,  and 
calling  it  the  Sword  of  Mars ^  aflerted  his  claim,  as  the 
lawful  poflefTor  of  it,  to  the  dominion  of  the  earth. 
His  brother  Bleda,  who  reigned  over  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  Huns,  firft  experienced  the  vigour  with 
which  Attila  wielded  this  weapon,  and  was  compelled 
to  refign  his  fcepter  and  life  to  the  mader  of  the  fword 
of  Mars,  who  united  under  his  fway  the  two  mighty 
kingdoms  of  Germany  and  Scythia. 

The  beft  remaining  evidence  of  the  vidories  of  the 
Scythian  monarch  is  the  extent  of  his  empire,  which 
ftretched  towards  the  north  as  far  as  the  Danube,  and 
reached  on  the  eaft  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Volga. 
Of  the  nations  who  acknowledged  his  fovereignty,  the 
Gepidae  and  the  Oftrogoths  were  the  inoft'diftinguilh* 
7t  edi 
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ed  i  and  their  modarchs,  Ar^^nc  and  Walimir,  fiiafed 
the  couufeU  a&d  friendfbip  of  the  foil  of  Mundzuk: 
but  the  crowd  of  inferior  kings  who  ferwd  under  his 
ftandard^  were  ranged  in  the  order  of  guards  and  do- 
meftics ;  ajad  v/ben  Attila  colledled  his  military  force, 
he  was  able  to  bring  into  the  6eld  an  army  of  five  or 
feven  hundred  thou&nd  barbarians. 

In  the  reign  of  Arcadius,  a  band  of  adventurous 
Huns  had  advanced  along  the  ftores  of  the  Cafphin 
Sea,  paflfed  th^  Tigris,  the  Euphrates,  and  the  Hdys, 
ravaged  Cilicia,  and  even  alarmed  the  citizens  of  An«- 
tioch.  The  memory  of  this  invaHon  was  ftitl  recent  in 
the  minds  of  the  Orientalids ;  a  fubfequent  incurfion 
into  Perfia  had  been  attended  with  the  repulfe  of  the 
barbarians;  and  the  minift-ers  of  Conftantinople  flit-, 
tered  themfelves  that  the  flrength  of  the  Scytfaiaa 
iflonarch  would  be  employed  in  a  doubtful  contefl: 
with  the  princes  of  the  hoijfe  of  Saflan*  But  they  were 
fooh  awakened  from  thefe  fallacious  dreams ;  an  en- 
.  terprife  had  been  concerted  between  the  courts  of  Ra- 
venna and  Conftantinople  for  the  recovery  of  Africa, 
and  the  ports  of  Sicily  were  already  filled  with  the 
military  and  naval  forces  of  Theodofius.  The  fubtle 
Genferic,  to  prevent  their  defign,  excited  the  king  of 
the  Huns  to  invade  the  eallern  empire.  Attila  a)* 
iedged,  that  the  bifliop  of  Margus  had  entered  his  ter- 
ritories to  (leal  a  fecret  treafure,  and  fternly  demands 
fd  the  guilty  prelate  and  his  fpoil.  [a.  o«  441*]  The 
f efufal  of  the  Byzantine  court  was  the  fignal  of  war ; 
Viminiacum  and  the  adjacent  towns  of  Maefia  Were 
4eftroyed  by  t^e  barbarians  i  and  the  biihop  of  Margus, 

to 
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to  fecute  his  pardon,  treated  with  the  enemy^   and 
opened  to  them  the  gates*  of  his  epifcopal  city:  the 
line  of  fortrefles  which  covered  the  Illyrian  frontier 
was  fwept  away  by  the  inundation  of  the  Huns,  who 
deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword  the  cities  of  Sirmium, 
Marcianopolis,    NaifTus,   and   Sardica*      The   whole 
breadth  of  Europe,  above  five  hundred  miles,  from 
the  Enxine  to  the  Hadriatic,  was  defolated  by  myriads 
of  barbarians.'  The  troops  which  were  deftined  for 
the  African  expedition  were  haftily  recalled,  and  the 
Perfian  frontier  was  drained  of  its  garrifons ;  but  the 
inexperience  of  the  generals,  and  the  difobedience  of 
the  foldiers,  proved  equally  fatal ;  and  the  armies  of 
the  eaflern  empire  were  vanqui(hed  in  three  fucceffive 
engagements:  the  two  former,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Utus  and  tinder  the  walls  of  Marcianopolis,  were 
fought  in  the  plains  between  the  Danube  and  Mount 
Hasmus  ;  the  Cherfonefus  of  Thrace  was  the  fcene  of 
the  third,  and  irreparable  defeat.      The   ravages  of 
Atttla  extended  to  the  fuburbs  of  Conftantinople;  and 
though  Theodofius  and  his  court  were  protected  by  (he 
walls  of  the  capital,  yet  thofe  walls  had  been  (haken 
by  a  recent  earthquake;  the  damage  was  indeed  im- 
mediately repaired,  but  the  fuperftition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants fuggefted  the  dread,  that  heaven  had  delivered 
the  imperial  city^to  the  (hepherds  of  Scythia.    ; 

.  The  timid  policy  of  the  weftern  Romans  had  aban- 
dx^ned  the  eaftern  empire  to  the  Huns  ;  and  Theodo- 
fius was  reduced  to  folicit  the  clemency  of  Attila, 
who  imperioufly  didated  thefe  humiliating  conditions 
of  peace ;    [a.  d.  446;]     1.  A  territory  was  refigned 
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along  the  fouthern  banks  of  the  Danube  from  Sitigi. 
dunum  as  far  as  Novsby  in  the  diocefe  of  Thrace;  zxkd 
which  in  breadth  comprehended  the  ruined  city  of 
JIaiffus.'  2.  The  tribute  was  augniented  from  Teven 
hundred  pounds  of  gold  to  the  annual  fum  of  two 
thoufand  one  hundred ;  and  fix  thoufand  pounds  of 
gold  were  granted  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  war* 
3.  The  emperor  of  the  eaft  confented  to  reftore  all  the 
barbarians  who  had  deferted  the^  ftaadard  of  the  king 
of  the  Huns ;  every  Roman  captive  who  had  prefumed 
'  to  efcape  from  the  barbarians,  was  compelled  to  pur-* 
chafe  his  freedom  at  the  price  of  twelve  pieces  of  gold  ; 
and  Theodofius  publickly  confeflfed,  that  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  proted  the  fuppliants  who  had  embraced 
his  throne,  or  even  his  own  fugitive  fubjefts,  frOmth^ 
irrefiftible  power  of  the  Scythian  monarch. 

The  conceffions  of  Theodofius  were  rendered  more 
difgraceful  by  the  firmnefs  of  a  fingle  obfcure  town* 
Azimus,  a  fmall  city  of  Thrace,  was  diftinguilhed  by 
the  martial  fpirit  of  its  youth,  who,  inftead  of  tamely 
expefliing  the  approach,  had  attacked  in  fiiccefsful 
failles  the  troops  of  the  Huns,  and  recruited  their  do- 
meftic  force  with  the  accefSon  of  the  deferters..  After 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  Attila  ftill  menaced  the 
empire  with  ,war,  unlefs  the  Azimuntines  were . 
compelled  to  comply  with  the  conditions  their  fo* 
vereign  had  accepted.  The  reply  of  Theodofius^ 
confeffed  that  he  no  longer  poffeffed  any  authority 
over  men  who  had  fo  bravely  afferted  their  own  in«  • 
dependence;  and  the  monarch  of  Scythia  conde^ 
fceiided  to  negociate  an  equal  exchange  v^th  the 

citizens 
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ciiiseas  of  Aziihus^  l%e  Huns  lirere  ob1^[ed  to  fraar 
that  they  did  not  detain  any  prifoners  belonging  to  the 
city,  before  they  could  recover  two  of  Aeir  country* 
men^  whom  the.A^imuntines  referved  as  pledges  fijr 
their  loft  companions ;  and  Atttia,  oh  his  fide,  was 
fatisfied  with  the  folemn  afieveration  that  the  reft  o€ 
the  captives  bad  been  put  to  the  fword,  knd  that  the 
ddferters  had  been  immediately  difmifled^ 

Whilft  the  fpirit  of  Azimus  fecured  her  tranquillity 
and  eftabliflied  her  glory,  the  tamenefs  of  the  Byzan- 
tine  court  invited  a  repetition  of  injuries.  Succeffive 
embaflies  were  difpatched  by  Attila  to  prefs  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laft  treaty,  and  to  demand  the  fugitives  ftill 
proteded"  by  the  empire;  and  the  favourhes  of  the 
king  of  the  Huns,  as  ambafladors,  were  enriched  aC 
the  expence  of  his  enemies.  For  thefe  oppreffive  em- 
baflies, Attila  claimed  a  fuitable  return ;  he  weighed 
with  fuffudous  pride  the  ftation  of  the  imperial  envoys^ 
and  promifed  that  he  would  advance  as  iar  as  Sardica 
10  receive  any  minifters  who  had  been  invefted  with 
the  conftilar  dignity.  The  council  of  Theodofiud 
daded  this  propofal  by  reprefenting  the  ruined  xxmdU 
tion  of  Sardica;  [a.  d.  448.3  and  Maximin,  a  refped* 
ibk  courtier,,  who  in  the  Periian  treaty  had  ai&fted 
ArdaburiuSf  accepted  with  reludance  the  dangerous 
commiiTion  of  reconciling  the  angry  fpirit  of  the,  kaag 
of  the  Huns.  Prifcus  the  hiilorian  accompanied  him  ; 
but  thegutlty  fecret  of  the  embaffy  was  only  entrufted 
to  ^nJpUulS  the  interpreter.  At  the  fame  time  the  am^ 
baflbdors' of  Attila^  Oreftes,  and  Edecon^:  returned  t6 
lift  x0y^  oamp^i  thdi  names  ace  rendened  illuffirioos 
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by  iht  fortufie  of  their  children ;  tke  (on  of  Oreftei 
became  the  hit  emperor  of  the  weft }  the  fon  of  Edecoa 
the  firft  barbarian  king  of  Italy. 

The  ambaflfador  of  the  emperor  of  the  eaft,  wkll 
his  attendants,   after  paffing  the  hills  of  Servta^  d9- 
fcended  into  the  flat  and  niarfhy  grounds  which  are 
terminated  by  the  Danube :  Over  this  river  they  were 
tranfported  in  canoes ;  but  before  they  could  obtain  a 
decifive  anfwer  from  Attila,  they  were  compelled  to 
undertake  a  remote  journey  towards  the  north,  that 
the  Scythian  monarch  might  enjoy  the  fsttisfa^on  of 
receiving  in  the  fame  camp  the  ambafiadors  of  the 
eaftern  and  weftern  empires;  and  Maximin  flowly 
proceeded  towards  the  capital  of  an  empire,  which^  did 
not  contain^:  in  the  fpace  of  feveral  miles,  a  fmgle  city. 
This  capital  appears  to  have  been  feated-  between  the 
Danube,  the  Teyis,  and  the  Carpathian  hills ;  and 
though  originally  no  more  than  an  accidental  camp, 
by  the  long  and  frequent  refidence  of  Attila  h  had 
fwelled  into  a  huge  village.     Some  baths,  conftruded 
by  a  Roman  archited  for  Onegefms,  the  favourite  of 
Attila^  were  the  only  edifices  of  (lone.     The  habita^ 
tlons  of  the  meaneft  coi^tfifted  of  ftraw,  of  mud,  or  of 
eanvas ;  the  houfes  of  the  more  illudrious  EPims  were 
built  of  wood,  and  the  fituation  of  each  became  more 
honourable  as  ic  approached  the  manfion-  of  the  fove* 
reign,  which  in  fize  and  ftrength  furpafled  all  other 
hoafesin  bis  dominions-;  but  though  the  refidence  of 
the  Scydiian  monarch  was  fuperior  to  thofe  of  h!f 
iubjeds,  yet  he  relinquifhed  to  his  people-  the  vanity 
of  difplaying  the  riches  attained  by  their  vidoriet,  and 
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aflumed  the  fupegjpr  pride  of  adhering  to  the  fiinp^ 
city  of  his  Scythian  anceftors.  The  drcfs  of  Attila^ 
his  arms,  and  the  furniture  of  his  horfe  were  plain,  and 
of  a  fingle  colour;  his  table  was  ferved  in  wooden 
cops,  and  platters,  fle(b  was  his  onhy  food,  and  the 
conqueror  of  the  north  never  tafted  the  luxury  of 
bread*  Even  in  the  midft  of  the  intemperate  mirth  of 
his  nobles,  Attila  maintained  a  ftedfaft  and  indexible 
gravity,  which  was  never  relaxed,  except  on  the  en- 
trance of  Irnac,  the  youngeft  of  his  fons,  for  whom  he 
betrayed  a  partial  affedion,  juftified  by  the  affurance 
of  hh  prophets,  that  Irnae  would  be  the  future  fup- 
port  of  his  family  and  empire. 

When  Attila  firft  gave  audience  to  the  Roman  am- 
bafiadors,  his  tent  was  encompafled  with-  a  formidable 
guard }  his  (tern  countenance  and  impatient  tone  afto- 
nifhed  the  firmnefs  of  Maximin  ;  but  the  guilty  Vigi- 
lius  had  more  reafon  to  tremble,  fince.  he  diftinftly 
underftood  the  menace,  that  if  Attila- did  not  refpeft 
the  law  of  nations,  he  would  nail  the  deceitful  inter-* 
preter  to  the  crofs.  The  anger  of  the  king  of  the 
Huns,  however,  gradually  fubfided  ;  on  the  third  day 
the  ambaHadors  were  difmiifed;  the  freedom  of  feveral 
captives  was  granted ;  and  Maximin  returning  to  Con^i 
flantinople,  flattered  himfelf,  that  by  his  laborious 
jpurney  he  had  contributed  to  confirm  the  peace  and 
alliance  of  the  two  nations. 

But  the  Romaln  ambaifador  was  ignorant  of  the 
defign  which  was  concealed  under  the  hiaik  of  public 
faith.  In  a  fecret  interview  with  the  eunuch  Chryia« 
phius,  who  governed  the  emperor  and  empire,  the 

death 


THE    ROMAN   EMPIRE.  4lf 

death  of  Attila  was  prbpofed  to,  and  undertaken  by 
Edecon,  The  perfidious  confpiracy  was  negocfated 
by  Vigilius,  approved  by  Theodofiiis,  and  revealed  on 
his  return  by  Edecon  to  Attila,  If  we  review  the 
embafly  of  Maximin,  we  mufl:  acknowledge  the  mo-f 
deration  of  the  barbarian,  who  refpefted  the  laws  of 
hofpitality,  and  difmiffed  with  life  the  guilty  interpre- 
ter ;  but  the  raflinefs  of  Vigilius  extites  our  furprife, 
who,  confcious  of  his  guilt  and  danger,  accompanied 
by  his  fon,  returned  to  the  royal  camp  with  a  weighty 
purfe  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  Edecon,  and'to  cor- 
rupt the  fidelity  of  the  guards.  The  guilty  interpreter 
was  fefzed,  and  ranfomed  his  life  by  two  hundred 
pounds  of  gold. 

But  the  indignation  of  Attila  was  pointed  againft 
the  authors  of  the  confpiracy.  His  ambaffadors, 
Eflaw  and  Oreftes,  returned  to  Conftantinopfe,  and 
entered  the  palace  with  the  fatal  purfe  depending  from 
the  neck  of  the  latter.  Chryfaphius,  who  ftood  near 
the  throne,  was  afked,  whether  he  recognized  the  evi- 
dence of  his  guilt ;  and  Eflaw  gravely  addreffed  the 
emperor  of  the  eaft  in  the  following  words.  "  Theo- 
V  dofius  is  the  fon  of  an  illuftrious  and  refpeflable 
**  parent  j  Attila  likewife  is  defcended  from  a  noble 
^*' race  J  and"^^  has  fupported  by  his  actions  the 
*^*  dignity  which  he.  inherited  from  his  father  Mund- 
^*zukr  But  Tlieodofius  has  forfeited. his  paternal 
<•"  honours,  and,  by  confenting  to  pay  tribute,  hab' 
«^  degfade'd^himfelf  to  the  condition  of  a  flave.  It  is 
«''  therefore  juft,  that  he  fliould  reverepce  the  man 
*^  whom  fortune  and  merit  have  placed  above  him,  in- * 
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"  ftead  of  attempting,  like  a  wicked  flave,  clandef- 
**  tinely  to  confpire  againft  his  mafter/*  The  fon  of 
Arcadius  heard  with  aftonifliment  the  fevere  language 
pf  truth  :  A  folemn  embaffy  was  haftily  fent  to  depre- 
cate the  wrath  of  Attil^ ;  and  his  anger  was  infenfibly 
mollified  by  the  eloquence  and  liberality  of  the  ambat 
fadors*  He  condefcended  to  pardon  the  emperor, 
the  eunuch,  and  the  interpreter  ;  he  releafed  a. 
.  ijumber  of  captives,  abandoned  the  deferters  to  their 
fate,  and  refigned  a  large  territory  to  the  fouth  of  the 
Danube,  which  he  had  already  exhaufted  of  its  wealth, 
and  inhabitants.  But  this  treaty  was  purchafed  at  an. 
expence  which  might  have  fupported  a  vigorous  war  y 
and  the  fubjefts  of  Theodofius  were  oppreffed  with 
taxes,  to  ranfoni  the  life  of  a  worthlefs  favourite. 

[a.  d.  450.  July  28.]  The  death  of  the  emperor 
of  the  eaft,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  in. the  fiftieth 
year  of  his  age  and  the  forty-third  of  his  reign,  foon 
followed  this  humiliating  negociadon,  and  Pulcheria 
afcended  the  vacant,  throne  of  her  brother.  The 
punifliment  of  the  obnoxious  -Chryfaphius  was  the  firft 
aft  of  her  reign  ;  but  as  the  emprefs  was  fenfible  of  the 
difadvantage  her  fex  was  expofed  to,  fhe  accepted  as 
her  nominal  hufband,  and  inverted  with  the  imperial 
purple,  Marcian,  a  fenator,  about  fixty  years  of  age* 
[a.  d.  450.  Auguft  5.]  The  new  emperor  was  born 
in  Thrace,  and  his  youth  had  been  feverely  exercifed 
in  poverty  and  misfortune:  he  had  followed  Ardabu- 
rius'and  Afpar  to  the  Perfian  and  African  wars  j  by. 
their  influence  he  obtained  the  rank,  of  tribune  and 
fenator;  and  his  own  example  gave  weight  to  the, 

laws 


THE    HOMAN   fiMWUfi/  4*9 

laws  y^hiih  he  promulgated  for  the  reformation  of 
manners. 

To  ithe  imperious  demands  of  Attih,  Marcian,  re- 
plied with  temperate  courage.  He  fignified  to  the 
barbarians,'  that  they  muft  no  longer  infult  the  majefty 
of  Rome  by  the  mention  of  a  tribute ;  atid  that  if  they 
prefumed  to  violate  the  public  peace,  they  fliould  feel 
that  he  poffeffedv  troops  and  arms,  and  refolution  to 
repel  their  attacks.  The  Scythian  monarch  threatened 
to  chafti'fe  the  raih  fucceffor  of  Theodofius ;  and  while 
ipankind  awaited  his  decifion  in  awful  fufpence,  he 
faluted  the  two  foveteigns  of  the  eaftern  and  weftern 
empires  with  this  haughty  declaration,  "  Attila,  my 
•'  ioi-d,  and  thy  lord,  commands  thee  to  provide  a 
**  palace  for  his  immediate  reception**'  But  the  bar- 
barian affefting  to  defpife  the  Romans  of  the  eaft, 
turned  his  arms  towards  the  weft ;  and  the  particular 
motives  of  Attila  in  this  enterprife  can  only  be  explain- 
ed by  the  ftate  of  that  empire  under  the  reign  of  Va- 
lentinian. 

iEtius,  after  the  death  of  Boniface,  had  retired  to 
the  tents  of  the  Huns,  and  his  connexion  with  Attilst 
during  his  exile  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  mutual 
gifts,  frequent  embaffies,  and  the  education  of  Car- 
pilio,  the  fon  of  iEtius^  in  the  camp  of  the  Scythian 
monarch.  At  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  barbarians^ 
JBtius  extorted  his  pardon  from  the  feeble  Placidia  ; 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  patrician,  thrice  in« 
vefted  with  the  confulfhip,  and  affumed,  with  the  title 
of  mafter  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  the  whole  mili- 
tary power  of  the  ftate. .    While  Valentinian  was  per- 
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mitted  to  enjoy  the  peace  and  luxury  of  Icaly^  the  pa^ 
trician  fupported  near  twenty  years  the  ruins.of  the 
weftera  empire.-  A  feafonable  treaty  concluded  with 
Qenferic  proteded  Italy  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Vandals;  the  independent  Britons  implored  and  ac*< 
knowledged  his  falutary  ard ;  the  imperial  authority 
v^as  reftored  in  Gaul  and  Spain ;  and  the  Franks  and 
3uevi,  vanquifhed  in  the  field>  became  the  confederates 
of  the  republic. 

A  numerous  army  of  the  Huns  and  the  Alani,  at- 
tached to  the  perfen  of  ^tius^  was  employed  in  Gaul; 
in  the  fouthern  provinces  of  that  country  the  kingdom 
of  the  Vifigoths  had  gradually  acquired  ftrength  ;  and 
the  ambition  of  the  barbarians  engaged  the  vigilance 
of  the  mafter-general.  The  Gothic  fcepter,  on  the 
death  of  Wallia,  had  devolved  on  Theodoric,  the  fon 
of  the  great  Alaric.  Impatient  of  his  narrow  limits, 
the  king  of  the  Goths  afpired  to  the  pofiefijon  of  Axles  ; 
but  the  city  was  faved  by  the  activity  of  ^ttus,  and 
Theodoric  was  perfuaded,  by  a  liberal  fubfidy  to  divert 
|iis  arms  to  the  progrefs  of  a  Spanifli  war.  Yet  the 
Goths  only  ws^ted  an  opportunity,  to  execute  their  am« 
bilious  views  J  Narbonne  w^s  fuddenly  befieged;  the 
Belgic  provinces  were  invaded  by  the  Burgundians ; 
and  the  public  fafety  was  menaced  on  every  fide  by 
numerous  enemies.  The  indefatigable  valour  of  j£tius 
and  his  Scythian  cavalry  oppofeAa  fuccefsful  refiftance ; 
twenty  thoufand  Burgundians  were  ilain,  and  the  re- 
mains of  the  nation  accepted  a  dependent  feat  in  the 
uaountains  of  Savoy  :  Count  Litorius,  with  a  detach-- 
lueut  of  cavalry,  cut  his  way  through  the  befiegers, 

aiid 
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and  relieved  the  diftrefs  of  Narbonne  ;  the  (iege  wa« 
immediately  raifed ;  and  the  decifive  viflory :  over  the 
Goths  which   followed,  is   a!feribed  to  the  perfonal 
valour  of  -ffitius  hlmfelf. '    But  in  the  abfence  of  the 
patrician,  who  was  haftily  fummoned  to  Italy,  count 
Litoriiis  unfortunately  fucceeded  to  the  command  j 
the  predi£lon  of  the  Augurs  that  he  ihould  enter  the 
Gothic  capital  in  triumph,  infpired  Litorius  with  fatal 
confidence;  he  advanced  to  the  gates  of  the  city,  was 
defeated  by  his  own  unlkilful  raflmefs,  and  was  adually 
led  through  the  ftreets  of  Thouloufe,  not,in  his  own, 
but  in  a  hoflile  triumph.     This  lofs  in  a  country  long 
fince  exhaufted,  could  not  eafily  be  repaired  ;  the  vit- 
torious  Goths  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhone;, 
and  their  progrefs  was  only  checked  by  the  prefencc 
of  iEtius.     But  when  both  armies  exp^6led  the  fignal 
for  engagement,  the  generals,  con(cious  of  each  other's 
force,  prudently  embraced  a  fmcere  and  permanent 
reconciliation.    Theodoric  was  the  parent  of  fix  valiant 
fons,  and  two  daughters  who  were   married  to  the 
eldeft  fons  of  the  kings  of  the  Suevi  and, the  Vandals  ; 
but  thefe  alliances  were  pregnant  with  guilt  and  dif- 
jcord;  the  queen  of  the  Suevi  lamented  a  hufband 
cruelly  murdered  by  her  brother  ;  and  the  princefs  of. 
the  Vandals  was  the  vlflim  of  her  father-in-law  Gen- 
ieric:  On  a  fufpicion  of  confpiring  againft  his  life,  the 
inhuman  tyrant  of  Africa,  after  amputating  her  nofe 
and  ears,  returned  to  the  court  of  Thouloufe  the 
daughter  of  Theodoric     The  feelings  of  a  monarch 
and  a  father  called  aloud  for  revenge ;  the  policy  of 
^tius  proffered  the  arms  and  wealth  of  Italy  ;  and^the 

E  e  3  cruelty 
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cruelty  of  Gcnferic  might  have  proved  fatal  to  himfeH^ 
had  not  his  fplendid  gifts  and  preding  felicitations  in- 
flamed  the  ambition  of  Attila  to  undertake  the  invafioa 
of  Gaul. 

The  monarchy  of  the  Franks  was  ftill  confined  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  thefe 
warlike  barbarians  had  eftablilbed  the  right  of  heredi- 
tary fucceffion  to  the  throne  in  the  noble  family  of 
the  Merovingians ;  their,  long  hair  was  the  enfigii  of 
their  birth  and  dignity  :  Clodion,  the  firft  of  thefe 
princes  mentioned  in  authentic  hiftory,  held  his  refi- 
dence  at  Difpargum,  a  village  between  Lovaih  and 
Bruflels.  By  the  report  of  his  fpies,  the  king  of  the 
Franks  was  informed  of  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  the 
fecond  Belgic ;  he  penetrated  through  the  Carbona- 
fian  foreft,  occupied  the  cities  of  Tournay  and  Gam- 
bray,  and  extended  his  conquefts  as  far  as  the  river 
Somme.  Though  he  fuffered  fome  difgracc  frona  the 
martial  activity  of  iEtius,  who  paffing  the  Somme  a,t 
the  head  of  a  detachment  of  light  cavalry  furprifed  the 
Franks  while  they  celebrated  in  the  plains  of  Artoi« 
the  marriage  of  one  of  their  princes,  yet  Clodion  foon 
regained  his  (Irength  and  reputation,  and  maintained 
pofTeflion  of  his  Gallic  kingdom  from  the  Rhine*  to 
the  Somme.  After  his  death  (he  ambition  of  his  fons 
expofed  that  kingdom  to  difcord ;  Meroveus  the 
younger  folicited,  and  obtained,  the  proteftion  of 
-Rome,  while  his  elder  brother  contrafted  an  alliance 
with  Attila,  who  embraced  with  pleafure  the  oppor- 
tunity which  facilitated  the  paffage  of  the  Rhine,  and 
juftified  the  invafion  of  Gaul. 

,      .  To 
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To  his  alliance,  with  the  Franks  and  Vandals,  the 
king  of  the  Huns  added  a  new  claim  in  the  charafler 
of  the  lover  of  Honoria.  The  fitter  of  Valentinian 
had  been  raifed,  by  the  title  of  Augujiay  above  the 
hopes  of  the  moft  prefumptuous  fubjeft;  but  the 
amorous  princefs  difcjained  the  greatnefs  which  ex- 
cluded her  from  the  comforts  of  love,  and  threw  herfelf 
into  the  arms  of  her  chamberlain  Eugenius  ;  her  preg- 
nancy  betrayed  her  guilt,  and  the  imprudence  of  her 
mother  Placidia  pubiiftied  it  to  the  worWrby  difmifling 
her  daughter  to  a  remote  exile  at  Conftantinople-  The 
unhappy  Honoria,  impatient  of  a  long  celibacy  in  the 
irkfome  fociety  of  the  fitters  of  Theodofius,"  embraced 
a  ftrange  and  defperate  refolution.  The  formidable- 
name  of  Attila  was  familiar  to  her  ;  and  the  daughter 
of  Placidia,  facrificing  every  duty  to  revenge,  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  favage  monarch  a  ring,  and  conjured  him 
to  claim  her  as  his  lawful  fpoufe.  Ambition  and 
avarice  fupplied  the  place  of  love ;  and  Attila,  before 
he  invaded  Gaul,  made  a  formal  demand  of  the  prin- 
cefs Honoria,  with  an  equal  (hare  of  the  imperial  pa- 
trimony. A  firm  but  temperate  refufal  was  commu- 
nicated to  his  ambafladors  ;  and  Honoria,  after  her 
.connedion  with  the  king  of  the  Huns  was  difcovered, 
was  fent  to  Italy ;  the  ceremony  of  her  marriage  was 
performed  with  a  nominal  hufi^and,  and  the  fitter  of 
Valentinian  was  immured  in  a  perpetual  prifon. 

The  kings  and  nations  of  Germany  and  Scythia 
obeyed  the  fummons,  and  crowded  to  the  ftandard  of 
Attila;  from  the  royal  village,  in  the  plains  of  Hun- 
gary, he  moved  to  the  conflux  of  the  Rhine  and 
E  e  4  Necker, 
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iNecker,  whiere  he  was  joined  by  the  elder  fon  of  GIo 
dipn  and   the  Franks   who  adhered  to'  him.      The 
Hcrcynian  foreft   fupplied  materials  for  a  bridge  of 
boats,  and  the  hoftile  myriads  were  poured  into  the 
Belgic  provinces.     The  inhabitants  of  Metz  were  in- 
volved in  a  promifcuous  maflacre,  and  the  building^ 
were  cprtfumed  by,  the  flames.      After  croffing  the 
Seine,  Attila  advajnced  into  the  heart  of  Gaul ;  and, 
on  the  invitation  of  Sangiban,  the  perfidious  king  of 
the  Alani,  who  had  promifed  to  revolt  from  the  fervice 
of  the  efnpire,    fixed  his  camp   under  the  walls  of 
Orleans ;  the  ramparts  of  that  city  were  already  fhaken 
by  the  battering  rams,  when  the  impatient  fquadrons . 
of  JEtius  and  Theodoric  were,  beheld  in  deep  array^ 
preffing  forwards  to  the  relief  of  it. 

The  facility  with  which  Attila  had  penetrated  into 
the  heart  of  Gaul  may  be  afcribed  to  his  infidious  po- 
licy ;  his  public  declarations  were  fkilfully  mitigated 
by  private  aflurances ;  and  the  meafures  and  councils  of 
l^iius,  fince  the  death  of  Flacidia,  had  been  embar- 
raffed  by  a  domeftic  faftion.     The  patrician  had  fcarce 
pafied  the  Alps  with  an  inconfiderable  force^  when  he 
was  confounded  with   the  intelligence  that  the  Vifi- 
goths,  inftead  of  haftening  to  join  the  ftandard  of  the 
republic,  were  determined  to  expedl  the  invader  with- 
in their  own  territories.     From  this  refolution  they 
were  diverted  by  the  eloquence  of  the  fenator  Avitus, 
who  reprefented   the  injuries  their  anceftors  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Huns,  and  their  intereft  in  oppofing 
the  general  defolation  menaced  by  the  Scythian  fa- 
yages,     Theodoric  declared  he  was  ready  to  expofe 
af  his 
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hh  iifc  and  kingdom  for  th€  common  fafety  of  Gaul  |  *^^ 
the  Vifigoths  aflembled  under  their  aged  king,  whd 
commanded  in  perfon,  with  his  two  eldeft-fons,  Torrif- 
mond  and  Theodoric^  his  numerous  and  valiant  peo- 
ple ;  to  thefe  were  added,  by  the  diligence  of  ^tius^ 
the  Lagti,  the  Armoricans,  the  Saxonis,  the  Burgun- 
dians,  the  Alani,  and  the  Franks  who  followed  Mero- 
veus  as  their  lawful  prince. 

On  the  approach  of  this  various  army  the  king  of  the 
Hiins  recalled  his  troops  from  the  pillage  of  Orleans^ 
which  they  had  already  entered  ;  and  repafling  the 
Seine,  expected  the  enemy  in  the  plains  of  Chalons : 
But  in  this  retreat  the  vanguard  of  the  Romans  and 
their  allies  we/e  frequently  engaged  with  the  hoftile 
fquadrons  \  in  an  encounter  between  the  Franks  and 
Gepidae  fifteen  thoufand  of  the  barbarians  are  report- 
ed to  have  fallen.  Amidft  the  fpacious  Catalauniaa 
fields,  which  fpread  themfelves  round  Chalons,  an 
height  that  commanded  the  camp  of  Atiila  was  dilii 
puted  by  the  two  generals ;  the  aflive  valour  of  Tor- 
rifmond  firft  occupied  the  fummit,  and  the  Goths  pour- 
ed with  refiftlefs  force  on  the  Huns,  who. laboured  to 
afcend  the  oppofite  fide ;  the  anxiety  of  Attila  for  the 
lofs  of  this  important  port,  prompted  him  to  confult 
the  reports  of  his  priefts  and  harufpices,  who  revealed, 
in  myfterious  language,  his  own  defeat,  with  the  death 
of  his  principal  adverfary.  By  accepting  the  alterna* 
tive,  the  barbarian  acknowledged  the  fuperior  merit  of 
jSEtius  ;  but  the  unufual  defpondency  of  the  Huns  in- 
duced  their  monarch  to  animate  them-  with  a  military 
pration  j  he  reprefented  to  them  their  part  glory,  their 
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aftual  danger,  and  their  future  hopes ;  he  defcribed  the 
Vifigoths  as  the  only  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  and  de- 
clared that  the  Huns  might  fecurely  trample  on  the  de- 
generate Romans :  to  thefe  motives  was  added  the 
doftrine  of  predeftination  ;  and  the  Scythian  monarch 
afferted  that  the  warriors  protefted  by  heaven  were 
invulnerable  amidft  the  darts  of  their  enemies  ;  *'  I  my- 
*'  felf,"  continued  Attila,  '*  will  throw  the  firft  javelin, 
^*  and  the  wretch  who  refufes  to  imitate  the  example 
^*  of  his  fovereign,  is  devoted  to  inevitable  death/- 
'^The  fpirit  of  the  barbarians  was  rekindled  by  the  voice 
of  their  leader,  who  immediately  formed  his  order  of 
battle.  In  perfon,  at  the  head  of  his  Huns,  he  occu- 
pied the  centre  line  ;  the  right  wing  was  commanded 
by  Ardaric,  king  of  Gepidae ;  the  three  valiant-brcv 
thers  who  reigned  over  the  Oftrogoths  were  ported  on 
the  left,  to  oppofethe  kindred  tribes  of  the  Vifigoths. 
The  difpofition  of  jStius  was  regulated  from  different 
;  motives ;  Sangeban,  the  faithlefs  king  of  the '  Alani, 
was  placed  in  the  centre,  where  his  motions  could  be 
watched  ;  the  patrician  himfelf  commanded  on  the  left, 
and  Theodoric  on  the  right ;  while  Torrifmond  con- 
tinued to  occupy  the  height  which  ftretched  on  the 
flank  of  the  Scythian  army. 

In  the  battle  of  Ghaloiis  perifhed  one  hundred  and 
fixty-two  thoufand,  or  according  to  another  account, 
three  hundre'd  thoufand  perfons ;  the  event  of  it  was 
decided,  not  by  fkilful  military  evolutions,  but  the  blind 
valour  of  undifciplined  barbarians.'  The  doubtful 
centre  of  the  allies  was  difordered  l)y. the  flight  of  the 
Alani,  and  pierced  by  the  defperate  fury  of  the  Hunsj^ 
6t  who. 
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who  wheeling  to  the  left,  direfted  their  whole  force 
againft  the  Vifigoths.  The  death  df  Theodoric,  who 
as  he  rode  along  the  ranks  received  a  mortal  ftroke 
from  a  javelin,  ferved  to  explain  the  ambiguous  pro- 
phecy of  the  harufpices ;  and  while  Attila  exulted  in 
the  profpeft  of  viflory,  the  remainder  of  the  prediilioa 
was  verified  by  Torrifmond,  who  with  his  fquadrons 
defcending  like  a  torrent  from  the  hills,  burft  through 
the  hoftile  ranks  of  the  Huns.  Attila,  after  expofing 
his^  perfon  with  daring  valour,  was  compelled  to  retreat ; 
and  his  difmounted  followers  fortified  them/clves  wif h- 
in  the  circle  of  their  waggons  ;  the  rich  furniture  of 
the  cavalry  was  collected  into  a  funeral  pile ;  and  the 
magnanimous  barbarian  refolved,  if  his  entrenchments 
ihould  be  forced,  to  rufli  headlong  into  the  flames. 

But  his  enemies  paffed  the  night  in  equal  diforder; 
the  inconfiderate  courage  of  Torrjfmond  engaged  him 
among  the  Scythian  waggons,  and  nearly  proved  fatal 
to  him  ;  JEtius,  on  the  left,  feparated  from  his  allies, 
was  ignorant  of  their  fate  till  the  dawn  of  day,  when 
he  obferved  with  fecret  fatisfaftion  that  the  principal 
lofs  had  fallen  on  the  barbarians.  The  body  of  The- 
odoric was  difcovered  among  the  flain,  and  his  funeral 
rites  were  celebrated  with  pielancholy  magnificence; 
his  fon  Torrifmond  with  his  fceptre,  accepted  the  ob- 
ligation of  revenge ;  but  the  Goths  were  repeatedly 
repulfed  by  the  arrows  and  refolution  of  Attila,  The 
dilatory  meafure  of  reducing  the  enemy  by  famine  was 
difappointed  by  the  impatience  of  the  Vifigoths ;  and 
j(he  policy  of  iEtiiJis,  who  dreaded  led  the  prMe  of 
<he  Gpths  njight  become,  dangerous  after  the  cxtfrpa- 

tion 
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lion  of  the  Huns,  influettced  Theodoric  to  return  ahd 
occupy  the  throne  aixl  treafures  of  Tbouloufe.  At? 
tila,  after  the  departure  of  the  Goths  and  the  feparation 
of  the  allied  army,  remained  fbme  days  within  the  cir* 
cle  of  his  waggons,  and  his  retreat  beyond  the  Rhine 
confeifed  the  laft  vidory  atchieved  in  the  name  of  the 
weftern  empire. 

But  the  defeat  of  Attila  had  neitber  impaired  his 
fpirit  nor  forces ;  in  the  enfuing  fpring  he  again  dc^ 
pianded  Honoria,  and  her  patrimonial  treafures.  [^a.  bu 
452.]  His  demand  was  again  refufed  ;  the  indignant 
hero  took  the  field,,  paffed  the  Alps,  and  invefted  the 
walls  of  Aquileia :  but  the  ftrengih  of  that  city  em* 
ployed,  for  three  months,  the  arms  of  the  Scythian 
monarch  without  efFefl:  ;  the  clamours  of  his  troops 
compelled  him  to  iflue  orders  for  their  retreat ;  but 
when  the  fignal  was  already  given,  as  he  rode  pen^ 
five.around  the  walls,  he  obferved  a  ftork  preparing  to 
leave  her  ned  ;  the  fagacious  (latefman  exclaimed,  that 
fuch  a  domeilic  bird  would  never  leave  her  habitation^ 
unlefs  thofe  towers  were  devoted  to  ruin.  The  fioge 
was  refumed  with  frefh  vigour  ;  a  breach  was  made  in 
the  part  of  the  walls  whence  the  ftork  took  her  flight ; 
the  Huns  mounted  to  the  aflault,  and  fcarce  a  veftige 
was  left  to  difcover  where  Aquileia  once  flood.  A!- 
tinum,  Concordia,  and  Padua,  experienced  the  fame 
fate  ;  Milan  and  Pavia  fubmitted ;  but  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Venetian  cities  found  a  fafe  refuge  in  the  neigh* 
bouring  iflands;  and  Attila,  whofe  ferocious  pride 
boafted  that  the  grafs  never  grew  where  his  horfe  trod, 
undefiguedly  laid  the  foundations  of  a  republic,  which 

re- 
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revived  in  Europe -^  the  art  and  fpirit  of  commercial 
iiidoftry. 

The  effeminate  Itafians  trembled  at  the  approach  df 
Attila ;  the  Goths  Who  had  defended  Gaul  refufed  to 
march  to  the  relief  of  Italy  j  jEtius,  alone  incapable 
of  fear,  at  the  head  of  his  domeftic  troops  harraffed 
the  march  of  the  king  of*  the  Huns;  but  Valeniinian 
baftily  retired  from  Ravenna  to  Rome,  and  by  quitting 
an  inacceflible  fortrefs  for  an  open  capital,  betrayed 
his  intention  of  abandoning  Italy  to  provide  for  the  . 
fccurity  of  his  own  perfon.  The  emperor  of  the  weft 
was  preferved  from  this  difgrace,  by  deprecating  the 
V^rath  of  the  Scythian  monarch.  This  important 
commiffion  war  entrufted  to  Avienus,  who  hdd  the 
flrft  rank  in  the  Roman  fenate ;  to  Trigetius,  the 
Prastorian  prasfeft  of  Italy ;  and  to  Leo,  the  bifhop  of 
BLome,  The  deliverance  of  Italy  was  purchafed  by 
the  immenfe  dowry  of  the  princefs  Honoria ;  th^  pro- 
grefs  of  difeafe  among  the  army  of  the  barbarians 
might  facUitate  the  treaty ;  and  the  mind  of  Attila, 
fuperior  to  real  danger,  was  affaulted  by  fuperftirious 
terrors :  he  was  reminded  by  his  friends  and  enemies, 
that  Alaric  had  not  long  furvived  the  conqueft  of  the 
eternal  city ;  and  the  conqueror  of  the  north  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  yielded  to  the  menacing  apparitions  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

When  the  Scythian  monarch  retired,  he  threatened 
to  return  more  dreadful,  if  the  princefs  Honoria  was 
not  delivered  to  his  ambaffadors  within  the  term  ftipu- 
lated  in  the  treaty ;  but  his  refpeft  for  the  fitter  of 
Yalentinian   did  not  prevent  the   amorous  barbarian 

from 
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from  adding  a  beautiful  maid,  whofe  name  was  Idlico^ 
to  the  long  lift  of  his  wives.  The  marriage  was  cde-» 
brated  at  his  palace  beyond  the  Dan\ibe  \  the  king  i*e- 
tJred  from  the  banquet  to  the  nuptial  bed  :  hfe  attends 
ants,  on  entering  the  royal  apartmeot,  theenfuing  day, 
difcovered  the  bride  lamenting  her  own  danger,  as  well 
as  the  death  of  the  king  ;  [a.  d.  453-]  an  artery  had 
burft  during  the  night,  and  as  Attila  lay  in  a  fupinc 
poflure  he  was  fuffocated  by  a  torrent  of  blood.  His 
funeral  was  celebrated  with  favage  pomp ;  his  re- 
mains were  enclofed  in  three  cofSns,  of  gold,  of  filver  j 
and  of  iron  ;  the  fpoils  of  nations  were  thrown  into 
the  grave ;  and  the  captives  who  had  opened  the 
ground  were  inhumanly  maflac red. 

The  death  of  the  Scythian  monarch  was  attended 
by  the  deftrudlion  of  his  empire  ;  his  fons  difpufed  the 
command  of  the  nations  of  Germany  and  Scythia  j 
Ardaric,'the  warlike  king  of  the  Gepidae,  reprefented 
the  difgrace  of  this  fervile  partition,  and  with  the  three 
valiant  brothers  who  commanded  the  Oftrogotbs,  en- 
couraged his  allies  to  aifert  their  freedom.  Ellac,  the 
cldeft  fon  of  Attila,  loft  his  life  in  the  battle  of  Ne- 
tad  ;  his  brother  Dengifich,  with  a  formidable  army 
of  Huns,  maintained  his  ground  on  the  banks  of  the- 
Danube  above  fifteen  years ;  the  vidlor,  Ardaric,  oc- 
cupied the  late  palace  of  Attila,  with  the  country  of 
Dacia^  from  the  Carpathian  hills  to  the  £uxine ;  the 
Pannonian  conquefls  were  pofleffed  by  the  Qftrogoths  i 
atid  Dengifich,  eucompafled  on  every  fide  by  the  flaves 
of  his  father,  was  urged  againft  the  eaftern  empire  ; 
he  fell  in  battle,  and  his  head  was  exhibited  a  grateful 

fpec- 
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^ftacie  to  the  people  of  CcJnftaritiilople.  Irnac, 
whom  Attila  had  fondly  believed  was  deftined  to  per- 
petuate the  glories  of  his  race,  retired  with  his  fubje£t 
h6rds  into  the  heart  of  theXeffer  Scythia,  who  were 
foon  overwhelmed  by  a  torrent  of  new  barbarians* 

The  patrician  -^tias  did  not  long  furvive  the  Scy*  ^ 
thian  monarch,  [a.o.  454.]  The  mind  of  Valen- 
tinian,  though  infenfible  to  glory,  was  eafily  impreft 
with  diftruft  and  Jealoufy  ;  his  new  favourite,  the  eu- 
nuch Heraclius,  readily  perfuaded  him  to  undermine, 
in  the  life  of  his  general,  tlie  fupport  of  his  throne*  _ 
Gaudentius,  the  fon  of  JEtius,  was  contrafled  to  Eu- 
dpxia,  the  cmperor^s  daughter;  the  indifcreet  beha- 
viour of  the  patrician  offended  the  fovereign,  and 
while  he  urged  with  intemperate  violence  the  propofed 
marriage,  Valentinian  drawing  his  fword,  the  firft 
fword  he  had  ever  drawn,  plunged  it  in  the  bofom 
of  -^tius }  his  example  was  followed  by  the  fervile 
eunuchs  ;  and  the  general  who  had  faved  the  empire^ 
^  I^erced  by  innumerable  woundsi  fell  in  the  prefence^ 
of  his  royal  mafter.  The  unfufpefting  friends  of  the 
"patrician  were  fummoned  to  the  palace  and  feparately 
murdered,  and  the  contempt  long  entertained  for  Va- 
lentinian was  converted  into  abhorrence. 

The  feeble  difpofition  of  the  emperor  of  the  weft 
would  poffibly  haveexpofed  him  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
firft  bold  ufurper,  but  his  vices  precipitated  his  ruin, 
and  he  became  the  immediate  viftim  to  the  revenge  of 
a  nOble  and  injured  fubjeft.  [a.  d.  455.J  The  wife 
of  Petronius  Maximus,  a  wealthy  fenator  of  the  Ani- 
cian  family,  excited  the  impure  defires  of  the  tyrant ; 

her 
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her  re(i(lance  inflamed  his  paf&ons,  and  he  refolded  to 
gratify  t^em  by  ftratagem  or  force.  Maximus  had 
delivered  to  Valentinian  his  ring,  as  a  pledge  for  a  con- 
lidcrable  fum  loft  at  play;  the  emperor  fent  itbya 
trully  meffenger  to  his  wife,  with  an  order,  in  her  huf- 
band's  name,  that  flie  fhould  attend  the  emp^-efs  £u- 
doxia*  The  unfufpe£ting  fair  one  entered  the  imperial 
palace,  and  Valentinian  violated  without  temorfe  the 
laws  of  hofpilality ;  her  tears,  on'her  return,  betrayed 
the  guilty  fecret  to  Maximus ;  her  reproaches  inflamed 
bis  defire  for  revenge.  Two  barbarians,  who  were  at- 
tached to  the  memory  of  ^tius,  were  admitted  among 
the  guards  of  the  tyrant,and  prefented  themfelves  as  jjtit. 
ready  minifters  of  vengeance  j  they  ruflied  upon  Va- 
lentinian in  the  field  of  Mars,  and  without  refiftance 
from  his  numerous  train  difpatched,  with  their  daggers, 
the  emperor  and  the  eunuch  Heraclius.  Such  was  the 
merited  fate  of  the  laft  Roman  prince  of  the  family  of 
Theodofius ;  during  a  long  reign  of  thirty  years,  the 
fubjefts  of  Valentinian  had  reafon  to  defpife  and  dread 
a  fovereign  whofe  weaknefs  of  difpofition  was  not  even 
alleviated  by  the  innocence  of  his  intentions.     . 


CHAP- 
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SACK  OF  ROME  BY  GENSERIC,  KINO  OF  TrfE  VANDALS-* 
SUCCESSION  OF  THE  LAST  EMPERORS  OF  THE  WEST,  MA- 
XIMUS,  AVITUS,  MAJORIAN,  SEVERUS,  ANTHEMIUS,  OLY* 
BRIUS,  GLYCERIUS,  NEPOS,  AUGUSTULUS— EXTINCTION  OF 
THE  WESTERN  EMPIRE— REIGN  OF  ODOACER,  THE  FIRST 
BARBARIAN  KING  OF  ITALY— CONVERSION  OF  THE  BA16  ^ 
BARIANS. 

On  the  aflaffination  of  Valentinian,  [[a.  d.  455, 
March  ly.J  Petronius  Maximus  was  unanimoufly  fa* 
luted  emperor  by  the  fenate ;  his  (hort  reign  of  three 
months  was  embittered  by  remorfe  and  guilt,  and  when 
he  accepted  the  purple  he  relinquiflied  for  ever  tha^ 
happinefs  which  had  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  his  pri- 
vate life.  Policy  fanSioned  the  marriage  of  his  fon  Pal- 
ladius  with  the  eldefl  daughter  of  the  late  emperor ;  and 
on  the  feafonable  death  of  his  own  wife,  his  blind  ini-* 
pulfe  for  revenge  compelled  the .  emprefs  Eudoxia  to 
fubniit  to  the  embraces  of  an  ufurper,  whom  (he  con. 
fidered  as  the  affaffin  of  her  deceafed  huiband  :  Thefe 
fufpicions  were  foon  juftified  by  the  indifcreet  confeffion 
of  Maximus ;  and  the  exafperated  Eudoxia,  hopelefs 
of  affiftance  from  the  eaft,  fecrctly  implored  the  aid  of 
the  king  of  the  Vandals.  Genferic,  during  the  inva- 
jfion  of  the  Roman  empire  by  the  Huns,  had  feduloufly 
employed  the  interval  in  creating  a  na(val  po^er ;  the 
Vol.  L  F  f  woods 
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w(>ods  of  mount  Adas -afforded  an  inexhauftible  nur« 
fery  for  timber,  and  his  new  fubjefls  of  Africa  were 
flcilledin  the  arts  of  fhip-buiiding  and  navigation:  he 
embraced  the  fair  opportunity  of  difguifmg  his  rapa- 
cious defigns  under  the  fpecious  names  of  juftice  and 
Companion ;  he  equipped  a  numerous  fleet  of  Moors 
and  Vandals,  and  after  a  Tuccefsful  navigation  caft  an- 
chor at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber. 

The  abilities  of  Maximus,  which  had  rendered  him 
» refpeflable  in  private  life,  were  not  equal  to  the  ad- 
'  miniftration  of  a  (inking  empire  ;  though  informed  of 
the  preparations,  he  expected  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
iXay  with  fupine  indifference  ;  and  when  the  Vandals 
difembarked,  he  refolved  on,  and  recommended  to  the 
fenators,  the  difgraceful  meafure  of  a  precipitate  retreat. 
But  no  fooner  did  Maximus  appear  in  the  ftreets,  than 
he  was  affaulted  by  a  fhower  of  ftones }  [a.  d.  455. 
June  12,]  the  fword  of  a  Roman  or  Burgundian  fol- 
dier  avenged  the  wrongs  of  Eudoxia,  and  terminated 
the  mifery  of  a  feeble  and  tranfient  reign. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  death  of  Maximus,  Gen- 
feric  advanced  to  the  gates  of  the  defenceleis  capital } 
the  interceffion  and  eloquence  of  Leo  the  bifhop  ob- 
tained an  ineffectual  promife  from  the  barbarian,  to 
fpare  the  unrefifting  multitude,  to  proted  the  buildings 
from  fire,  and  to  exempt  the  captives  from  torture. 
[a.  d.  455*  June  15.3  Rome  and  its  inhabitants  were 
delivered  to  the  Hcentioufnefs  of  the  Moors  and  Van- 
dals ;  the  pillage  lafted  fotirteen  days  and  mghts ;  and 
whatever  yet  renuiined  of  public  or  of  private  wealth 

,   was 
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^as  diligently  tranrportcd  to  the  veffels  of  Genfcric. 
Eudoxia,  who  advanced  to  meet  her  new  ally,  foon 
bad  reafon  to  lament  the  imprudence  of  her  condu£t ; 
the  unfortunate  emprefs,  with  her  two  daughters,  were 
compelled  to  follow  the  Vandal  conqueror^  who  im- 
mediately hoifting  fail  returned  triumphant  to  Gar<* 
thage. 

Avitus,  whofe  eloquence  on  the  invafion  of  Attlla 
had  roufed  to  arms  the  Vifigoths,  was  entrufted  by 
Maximus  with  the  general  command  of  the  forces  of 
Gaul ;  while  he  vifited  as  an'  ambalTador  the  court  of 
Theodoric,  the  king  of  thfe  Goths,  h6  was  aftoniflied  by 
the  intelligence  that  the  emperor  Maximus  was  flaidt 
and  that  Rome  was  pillaged  by  the  Vandals.  Thd 
Vifigoths  loved  the  perfon  of  Avitus,  and  rdfpefted 
his  virtues  ;  nor  were  they  infenfible  to  the  honour  of 
filling  the  vacant  throne..  The  annual  aflembly  of  the 
feven  provinces,  which '  was  held  at  Aries,  naturally 
inclined  to  the  moft  illuftrious  of  their  countrymen  ; 
Avitus  accepted  the  impe]:ial  purple  from  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  Gaul ;  [a.  d,  455.  Auguft  15.3  theconfent 
of  Marciah,  the  emperor  of  the  eaft,  was  eafily  ob^ 
tained;  and  Rome  and  Italy  were  long  habituated 
publicly  to  fubmit,  though  they  might  privately  mur« 
mur4 

Theodoric,  the  friend  and  patron  of  Avitds^  had 
acquired  the  Gothic  fceptre  by  the  murder  of  his  elder 
brother  Torrifmond,  who  had  difplayed  his  valour  in 
the  memorable  battle  of  Chalons ;  the  exploits  of 
Theodoric  .foon  oHi^vtnced  the  world  he  had  not 
X  Ff  2  dege- 
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degenerated  from  his  warlike  anceftors*    The  Su- 

evi,  after  the  departure  of  the  Vandals^  had  afpired 

to  the  conqueft  of  Spain;  the  ambaflador  of  Avi* 

tu8  offered  them    advantageous   terms    of   alliance 

and  peace ;   and  Theodoric  enforced  the  offers  by 

a  declaration,    that  unlefs  his    brother-iii-Iaw,    the 

king  of  the  Suevi  retired,   he  fhould  be  forced  to 

^m  in  the  caufe  of  Rome,  ^^  Tell  him, "  replied 

the  haughty  Rechiarius,  '^  that  I  defpife  his  friend- 

^  fliip  and  his  arms ;   but  that    I    fhall  foon  try, 

*•  whether  he  will  dare  to  exped  my  arrival  under 

**  the  walls  of  Thouloufe."     [a.  d.   456;]    The 

indignant  Theodoric,    after  ftipulating  with  Avitus 

the    absolute   pofTeifion  of   his    Spantffi   conquefts^ 

paff^d  the   Pyrenees  to  meet  the  bold  challenger. 

The  nation  of  the  Suevi  was  vanquifhed,  and  almoft 

fxterminsUed,  on  the  banks  of  the  Urbicus,  about 

twelve  miles  from  Aftorga.    Braga,  their  metropolis, 

fiibmitted  to  this  vidor;    and  Recbiarius,  who  had 

efcaped  to  z'  fea  port,  was  delivered  to,  and  put  to 

death  by,  the  king  of  the  Goths.    But  while  the 

Gothic  moMTch  conquered  in  the  name  of  Avitus, 

the  reign  of  Avitus  had  expired ;  and  the  honour 

and  inttfeft  of   Theodoric  were  wounded  by  the 

difgrace  of  a  friend  whom  he  had  promoted  to  the 

du-one  of  the  weft« 

.  The  emperor  Avitus,  at  the  folicitations  of  bis 
fttbje&s,  had  fixed  his  refidence  at  Rome;  but  the 
iJMUite  beheld  with  difguft  the  ftranger  of  Gaul 
^dorniBd  with  the  imperial  purple.     The  murmurs 

of 
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of  that  impotent  aflembly  would  have  died  away 
without  tSt&9  had  they  not  been  fupported  by  thb 
power  of  count  Ricimer,  by  hi$  mother's  fide  the 
grandfon  of  Wallia,  and  on  his  father's  defcended, 
from  the  nation  of  the  Soevi.  Entrufted  with  the 
defence  of  Italy,  his  important  fervices.  rendered 
him  more  formidable;  and  on  his  return  froto  de^ 
ftroying,  on  the  coaft  of  Corfica^  a  confiderable 
fleet  of  the  Vandals,  he  fignified  to  Avitu^  that  his 
feeble  reign  was  at  an  end.  [a.  d.  456.  Qj&t  16.] 
The. monarch  descending  from  the  throne,  hoped  to 
find  fecurity  at  lead  in  the  facred  cbara£ter  dS  i^ifliop 
of  Placentia ;  but  even  in  this  holy  ftation  the  ha^ 
tred  of  the  feaate  purfued  him,  and  he  was  at  laft 
facrificed  at  Auvergae  to  their  implacable.  Iiefent- 
ment«  , 

During  the  vacancy  that  fucdbeded  theabcficaidbfi 
of  Avitus,  Ricimer  governed  Italy  with  the  title  of 
patrician,  and  refigned  to  Majorian,  the  companion 
of  the  glory  of  JStins,  the  cohfpicuous.  fiiation  of 
mafter-general  of  the  cavalry  and  in£uitry«  The 
merit  of  Majorian  induced  the  barbarian  to  comply 
with  the  unanimous  wi(h  of  the  Romans;  and  after 
an  interval  of  four  months  the  mafter-geno'al,  who 
had  difplayed  his  ikill  and  valour  ia  a  vidory 
over  the  Alemanni,  was  elevated  to  the  impoial 
dignity,  tiis  letter  to  the  fenate,  on  his  eledion, 
difplayed  fentin^ents  which  Trajan  would  not  have 
difclaimed }  and  the  virtues  of  Majorian  derived  ad- 
ditionai  luftre  from  the  ignoble  condu£t  of  his  im- 
mediate predeceflbrs. 

Ff3  The 
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The  laws  of  the  new  emperor  tended  to  relieve 
the  fortunes  of  the  oppreflfed  provincials^  to  preferve 
the  public  edifices  of  the  mutilated  capital,  and  to 
guard  the  purity  of  the  marriage-bed.  His  military 
preparations  principally  pointed  towards  the  recovery 
of  Africa :  A  fleet  of  the  Vandals  and  M6ors  had 
landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liris;  but  the  barba- 
rians  were  furprifed  by  the  imperial  troops,  and  chaf- 
.^d  with  flaughter  to  their  (hips.  For  the  invafion 
of  Afrliia,  the  fame  and  liberality  of  Majorian  at- 
traded  the  favage  tribes  of  the  remote  north ;  many 
thoufands  of  the  Gepidds,  the  Oftrogoths,  the  Suevi, 
and  the  Alani  afTembled  In  the  plains'  of  Liguria. 
In  the  nudft  of  a  fevere  winter, ^they  wer&<H>ndud:e(l 
over  the  Alps  by  the  emperor  in  perfon,  who,  led 
the  way  in  complete  armour,  and  afterwards  van- 
quiflied  and  admitted  to  his  alliance  the  valiai^t  king 
of  the  Goths. 

But  the  neceillty  of  eftablifhing  a  maritime  power 
did  not  efcape  the  obfervation  of  Majorian^  the 
woods  of  the  Apeftnine  were  felled  j  the  manuBic- 
tures  and  arfenals  of  Ravenna  and  Mifenum  were 
reftored ;  and  the  imperial  navy,  of  three  hundred 
gallies,  was  collected  in  the  capacious  harbour  of 
Carthagena*  The  hiftorian  Procopius  affirms  the  em*? 
peror,  anxipus  to  ekplore  the  (late  of  the  Vandals, 
yifited  Carthage  in  difguife,  and  in  the  charader  of 
his  own  ambaflador  was  entertained  and  difmifled 
by  Genferic*  The  artifices  of  Genferic  feemed  at 
length  exhaufted  ;  the  Vandal  tyrant  fued  in  vain  for 
peace;  and  his  defperate  meafufe  of  reducing  Mau- 
ritania 
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ritania  to  a  defcrt,  proves  how  mtich  he  apprehended 
the  impending  invafion:  But  the  fears  of  Genferic 
were  diffipated,  and  the  hopes, of  Majorian  blaft- 
cd,  by  the  treachery  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  latter. 
Guided  by  their  intelligence,  the  African  ufurper  fur- 
prifed  the  unguarded  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Carthagena ; 
arid  the  preparations  of  three  years  were  deftroyed 
in  a  fingle  day.  The  Vandal  even  after  this  difafter, 
renewed  his  folicitations  for  peace;  and  Majorian 
confented  to  it,  in  the  full  affurance  of  frefli  pro- 
vocations before  he  could  reftore  bis  nayy :  But  an 
impetuous  fedition,  privately  fomented  by  count  Ri- 
cimer,.  who  envied  the  fame  and  virtues  of  the  em- 
peror,  prevented  the  defigns  of  Majorian;  he  was 
compelled  to  refign  the  fceptre;  [a.  d.  461.  Au- 
guft  7.]  five  days  after  his  refignation,  it  was  re- 
ported that  he  died  of  a  diflfentery;  and  with  his  life 
terminated  the  hopes  of  Italy  and  Rome.   ^ 

Ricimer,  that  he  might  not  in  future  be  offended 
by  fuperior  merit,  raifed  from  an  obfcure  fituatioa  / 
to  the  throne  Libius  Severus;  but  his  dominions 
were  bounded  by  the  Alps,  and  this  phantom  of 
an  emperor  was  difdained  by  Marcellinus  and  iEgi- 
4ius;  the  firfl:  of  whom,  with  a  band  of  £uthful 
followers^  occupied  Pannonia ;  and  the  lad  maintain- 
ed his  independent  fovereignty  beyond  the  Alps. 
When  the  Frahks  were  difgufted  by  the  follies  of 
Childeric,  they  proclaimed  iEgidius  their  king ;  but 
this  prudent  general  refigned  the  title  as  foon  as 
they  repented  of  the  injury  they  had  oflfered  to 
the  Meravingian  race.  The  authority  of  ^gidi- 
Ff4  us 
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US  ended x>iily  vkb  bb  lift;  but  hi«  deaih  was  net 
ixritbout  fufpicioBs.  of  poifon,  and  thefe  fii^uckais 
vrem  aiithori&d  by  this  arts  and  charafker  of  Ri* 
cimer. 

Tbe  reign. and  iife  of  Severas^  t^rhich  laminated 
as  foon  as  tfiey  were  inconvenient  to  Riaimer,  were 
protracted  by  that*  barbarian  for  fix  year«.  Daring 
thi$  period  tbe  kingdom  of  Italy  was  a^^d  by 
tbe  incdTant  depredations  of  the  Vandals ;  they  re* 
peatedlyvifited  the  €0$a(ls  of  Spain,  Ligutia>  Tufcany^ 
Campania,  Lucanta^  Epirus,  Greece,  aiul  Sicily; 
theyfubd^ed  they  ifland  of  Sardinia,  and  their  arms 
fprea4  defolation  from  the  columns  of  Hercules  to 
the  mouth  of  tbe  Mile.  The  war  which  Oenferic 
profecuted  was  juftified  by  a  fpecious  pretence;  Eu* 
dofia*  the  elder  daughter  of  Eudojua,  ^hom  lie  led 
away  captive^  became  the  reludant  wife  pf  Hunnerica 
his  eldeft  Ipn  ;  and  the  father  aflerted  a  legal  claim 
to  a  proportion  of  the  imperial  patrimony.  The 
pmperor  of  the  eail  purchafed  by  a  valuable  com^ 
penfation  a  necefiary  peace;  [a.  p.  4^2.]  fudoxia^ 
fnd  her  younger  daughter  Placidia  wre  reftored,. 
and  tb^  fury  of  the  Vandals  was  confined  to  the 
weftern  ^mpiret  Riciraer,  eipbarraiTed  with  thp  dif- 
ficulties of  his  fituation,  in  vaip^  long  folicited  the 
^ffiftance  of  Conftantinople ;  and  as  the  price  of  al* 
liance^  was  at  lad  compelled  tq  accept  a  maft^ 
from  the  choice  of  the  emperor  of  the  eafl. 

Marciai),  who  had  received  the  hand  of  Pulcheria, 
after  the  death  of  that  princefs  continued  ta  admi* 
nift^r  th^  affairs  pf  tbe  eafl;  with  vijgilance  and  fuccef;. 

ft  Hi« 
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Hb're&rfid'to  draw  his  f word  tn  defence  of  the  weft, 
is  afcribed  to  a  promife  that  he  made  when  a  cap- 
tive in  the  power  of  Ge&feric.  On  his  death  the 
patrician  Afpar  migiit  have  afcended  the  throne  if 
he  would  have  fubfcrtbed  the  Nicene  creed :  His  io*- 
fluence  raifed  to  it  Leo  of  Thrace,  a  military  tribane, 
and  the  principal  Aewzrd  of  fats  houfehold.  The 
temperate  firmnefs  of  Leo  refitted  t}ie  pppreifion  of  his 
benefaSor;  and  Afpar  was  aftoniihed  to  find  that 
his  infiuence  could  no  longer  af^int  a  prasfeft  of 
Conftantinople.  He  prefumed  to  reproach  his  (bve*^ 
reign  with  a  breach  of  promife ;  **  It  is  not  proper,** 
faid  he,  fhaking  infolently  the  purple,  ^<  that  the  man 
'^  who  is  invefted  with  this  garment  fliould  be  guilty 
^*  of  lying,**  *'  Nor  is  it  proper/*  replied  Leo,  *'  that 
^^  a  prince  ihoiild  be  compelled  to  refign  his  own 
*f  judgment  and  the  public  intereft:  to  the  will  of  a 
^Vfubjea.'*  Any  reconciliation  between  the  monarch 
and  his  fiibjed  could  no  longer  be  fincere ;  An  army 
of  Ifaarians  gradually  introduced  into  Rome,  under- 
mined the  power  of  Afpar;  Leo,  liftening  to  the 
complaints  of  the  Italians,  reiiblv^d  to  extirpate  the 
tyranny  of  the  Vandals;  and  declared  his  alliance 
With  his  colleague,  Anthemius,  whom  he  invefted 
with  the  purple  of  the  weft* 

Anthemius,  the  grandfon  of  the  praefed):  who  had 
protected  with  fo  much  ability  the  infant  reign  of 
Theodofius,  was  raifed  above  the  condition  of  a 
common  fubjed  by  his  marriage  with  this  daughter 
of  the  emperor  Marcian ;  though  he  might  naturally 
h^ve  expe^ed  to  haye  fucceeded  to  the  thrpne  of 

his 
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his  father-in-law,  yet  he  fupported  his  difappointr 
snent  ivtth  patience,  and  his  moderation  was  rewarded 
with  the  empire  of  the  weft.  £a.  d.  467.I  The 
nuptials  of  his  daughter  with  the  patrician  Ricimer 
promifed  to  fecure  the  fidelity  of  that  formidable 
barbarian;  [a.  p.  46s.]  the  campaign  againft  the 
Vandals  was  opened  by  a  fuccefsful  enterprife  of  the 
pra&fe£l  Heraclius,  who  fubdued  the  province  of 
Tripoli,  and  prepared  to  join  the  imperial  army  un- 
der the  walls.of  Carthage«  Marcellinus  was  reconciled 
to  the  two  emperors ;  he  acknowledged  the  authority 
of  Anthemiu)5,  and  expelled  the  Vandals  from  the 
ifland  of  Sardinia ;  and  the  languid  operations  of 
tlje  weft  added  fome  weight  to  the  immenfe  pre- 
parations of  the  eaft.  The  fleet  that  failed  from 
Conftantinople  to  Carthage  confifted  of  eleven  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  fhips,  and  the  number  of  foldiers 
and  mariners  exceeded  one  hundred  thoufand  men; 
BafiHfcus,  the  brother  of  the  emprefs  of  the  eaft, 
was  entrufted  with  the  important  command;  and 
t)y  his  guilt,  or  incapacity,  deftroyed  the  glory  he 
t}ad  acquired  by  his  exploits  againft  the  Scythians. 

The  troops  after  a  profperous  navigation  were  land- 
ed  at  Cape  Bona,  about  forty  miles  from  Carthage ; 
the  imperial  general  was  fupported  by  the  army  of 
Heraclius  and  the  ileet  of  Marcellinus,  and  the  Van- 
dals were^  repeatedly  vanquiflied*  Had  Bafilifcus 
boldly  advanced,  Carthage  muft  have  furrendered : 
Genferic  endeavoured  to  avert  the  danger  by  his 
wonted  artifices  ;  he  ol>tained,  and  perhaps  purchafed, 
a  truce  of  five  da;^s.    During  this  fhort  interval  the 
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Wind  became  favourable  to  the  Vaiidal  ufurpcr ;  he 
ihanned  the  largeft  of  his  Ihips  with  the  bravcft  of 
his  Moors  and  Vandals,  who  towed  after  them  fe- 
deral barks  filled  with  combuftible  materials:  Thcfe 
were  impelled  in  the  night  againd  the  unguarded 
fleet  of  the  Romans^  who  were  awakened  by  the 
fenfe  of  their  inftant  danger;  atld  while  they  la* 
boured  to  efcape  the  fire-fliips,  they  were  Stflaulted. 
by  the  gallies  of  the  Vandals  •  Bafilifctis,  whofe 
ftation  had  been  remote  from  the  attack,  baftrly  fled* 
in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  And  retfnrned 
to  Conftantinople  with  the  lofs  of  more  than  half 
his  'fleet  and  army;  the  interceffion  of  his  ;fifl:er,. 
the  emprefs  Verina,  procured  his  pardon.  HeracUus 
with  difficulty  eflfefted  his  retreat  through,  the  dc- 
fert;  Marcellinus  retired  to  Sicily,  were  he  wa3  fooh 
after  aflaffinated,  perhaps  at  the  tnftigation  of  Rici-* 
mer,  by  one  of  his  own  captains ;  and  the  ooafts  of 
Italy,  Greece,  and  Aiia  were  again  expofed  to.  th& 
avarice  and  revenge  of  Gcnferic.  »    . 

The  death  of  Majorian  had  diflfolved  the  alliance 
between  Theodoric  and  the  republic.  The  king  of 
the  Vifigoths  obtained  immediate  poffeffion  of  the 
territory  of  Narbonne;  [a.  d*  462 — ^472-}  by  the 
felfifli  policy  of  Rtcimer  he  was  encouraged  to  in- 
vade the  provinces  which  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendent authority  of  ^Sgidius :  The  barbarians  were 
defeated  near  Orleans,  and  during  the  life  of  the 
count  the  progrefs  of  the  Vifigoths  was  checked; 
but  their  ambition  was  foon  rekindled ;  and.  in  the 
fpgnof  Euricy  who  afl^ifinatod  bis  brother  Theo- 
doric, 
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doric,  they  paffed  the  Pyrenees,  fubdued  the  dties 
of  Saragofla  and  Pampeluna.  carried  their  arms  mto 
the  heart  of  Lufitania^  and  permitted  the  Suevi  to 
hold  the  kingdom  of  Galicia>  under  the  Gothic  mo* 
narchy  of  Spain*  Jn  Gaul  they  were  not  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  throughout  the  country  that  extends 
firdm  the  Pyrenees  to  the  Rhone  and  the  Loire, 
Berry  and  Auvergne  were  the  only  diocefes  which 
whhftood  the  viftorious  arms  of  Euric,  The  public 
confidence  was  loft ;  the  refources  of  the  ftate  were 
exhaufted ;  and  the  Gauls  difcovered  that  the  em- 
peror who  reigned  in  Italy  was  incapable  of  pro- 
telling  his  fufcjeds  beyond  the  Alps. 

The  public  calamitie3  were  increafed  by  the  dif- 
eord  between  Anthemius  and  Ricimer  ;  [a,  d.  47  r.] 
diat  powerful  barbarian^  impatient  of  a  fuperior, 
retired  from  Rome>  fixed  his  reddence  at  Milan^ 
and  threatened  the  dtvidied  kingdom  of  Itafy  with 
the  horrors  of  civil  war.  At  the  entreaties  of  tb^ 
nobles  of  Liguria,  he  condefcended  to  negociate: 
and  £piphanias>  the  bifliop  of  Pavia^  was  charged 
with  the  commiflion*  The  firft  expreflions  of  Ajq« 
themius  were  thofe  of  grief  and  indignation ;  after 
recapitulating  the  £3ivottrs  beftow^d  on  Ricimer,  and 
the  marriage  of  his  ^daughter  to  the  haughty  bar- 
barian, he  continued,  ^'  Shall  I  now  accept  his  per- 
^  fidious  firiendfliip  ?  Can  I  hope  that  he  will  re-^ 
**  fpeft  the  engagements  of  a  treaty,  who  has  already 
•*  violated  the  duties  of  a  fon?"  But  the  anger  of 
the  emperor  jevaporated  in  thefe  paiGonate  exdama* 
lions,  and  Epiphanius  returned  with  the  flattering 

hope 
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hope  that  he  had  reftored  the  peace  of  Italy,  The 
crafty  Ricimer  only  fufpended  his  defigns  againfl: 
Anthemius,  whofe  throne  he  prepared  fecretly  to 
fubvert :  He  augmented  bis  barbarian  troops  with 
reinforcements  of  Burgundians  and  Suevij  he  diC 
claimed  the  alliance .  of  the  emperor  of  the  eaft ; 
and  advancing  from  Milan  to  the  banks  of  the  Anio,^ 
he  there  expefted  the  arrival  of  the  fenator  Oly- 
brius,^^  whom  he  was  refolved  to  inveft  with  the 
imperial  purple. 

Olybrius,  who  was  defcended  from  the  Anician 
family,  might  efteem  bimfelf-  the  lawful  heir  of  the. 
weftern  empire ;  he  had  married  Placidia,  the  young- 
er daughter  of  Valentinian,  after  (he  was  redored 
by  Genferic  ;  and  the  Vandal,  who  fupported  the 
preteniious  of  his  Roman  ally,  had  afligned  the  pre- 
ference of  the  fenate  and  people  to  a  ftranger,  as 
one  of  his  motives  for  war.  When  Ricimer  medi- 
tated the  ruin  of  Anthemius,  he  tempted  Olybrius 
with  the  offer  of  a  diadem ;  and  the  huiband  of 
Placidia  yielding  to  the  importunities  of  his  wife  and 
friends,  raihly,  with  the  fecret  connivance  of  the  em- 
peror of  the  eaft,  preferred  the  precarious  purple 
to  the  fecure  retreat  he  enjoyed  at  Conllantinople. 
He  landed  at  the  port  of  Ravenna,  and  was  re* 
ceived  in  the  camp  of  Ricimer  as  the  fovereign  of 
the  weftern  world,  [a.  d.  472.  March  23.]  The 
patrician  had  already  extended  his  pofts  from  the 
Anio  to  the  Milvian  bridge,  and  poffeffed  the  two 
quarters  of  Rome  which  are  feparated  by  the  Tybcr 
from  the  oppofite  part  of  the  city ;  but  the  remainder 

of 
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of  Rome,  with  the  majority  of  the  people  and  fenate^ 
adhered  to  the  caufe  of  Anthemlus,  who,  with  the 
fupport  of  a  Gothic  army,  was  enabled  to  prolong  his 
own  reign  and  the  public  diftrefs  by  a  refinance  of 
three  months.  At  length  the  vi£torious  troops  of 
Ricimer  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  city ;  Rome, 
was  again  ezpofed  to  the  deftruftive  eflPefls  of  military 
rage }  and  Anthemius,  dragged  from  his  concealrdent^ 
was  maflacred  by  the  command  of  his  fon4n-Iaw,  who 
added  another  imperial  vidim  to  thofe  whom  he  had 
already  facrified.  Forty  days  afterwards  Italy  was  de« 
livered  by  a  painful  difeafe  from  the  tyranny  of  Rici« 
mer,  [a.  d.  472.  Auguft  20,]  who  bequeathed  the 
command  of  his  army  to  his  nephew  Gundobald,  a 
prince  of  the  Burgundians ;  and  Olybrius  himfelf^ 
whofe  death  does  not  bear  any  marks  of  violence,  fur-> 
vived  fcarce  feven  months  his  elevation  to  the  throne 
of  the  weft.     [a.  d.  472.  Oft.  22.] 

Leo,  who  ft  ill  ruled  the  empire  of  the  eafl:,  was 
perfuaded  to  promote  to  the  vacant  throne  of  the  weft 
Julius  Nepos,  who,  as  nephew  of  Marcellinus,  rui^d 
Dalmatia,  and  had  married  one  of  the  nieces  of  the 
emprefs  Varina»  The  interval  confumed  by  the  inde' 
cifion  of  the  Byzantine  court,  allowed  Gundobaldjo 
inveft  with  the  purple  Glycerins,  an  obfcure  foldier  5 
But  the  Burgundian  prince,  recalled  beyond  the  Alps 
by  the  purfuit  of  domeftic  ambition,  permitted  Gly^ 
cerius  to  exchange  the  Roman  fceptre  for  the  biihopric 
of  Salona;  and  Nepos  was  acknowledged  by  the  fe- 
nate,  by  the  Italians,  and  the  provincials  of  Gaul/ 
The  aufptcious  hopes  formed  of  his  reign  were  in  lefs 

■\6  than 
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than  a  year  cjiffipatcd  by  the  celfion  of  Awergne  to 
the  Vifigoths  ;.  and  the  repofe  of  the  Italian  emperor 
was  interrupted  by  a  furious  fedition  of  the  barbarian 
confederates,  who,  under  the  command  of  Oreftes, 
advanced  from  Rome  to  Ravenna.  Nepos,  indead  of 
confiding  in  theftrength  of  that  fortrefs,  embarked  in 
his  fhips,  and  efcaped  to  his  principality  of  Dalmatia, 
where,  after  a  doubtful  rdgn  of  five  years,  he  was  af- 
faflinated  at  Salona  by  th&  ungrateful  Glycerius,  who, 
as  the  reward  of  his  crime,  was  tranflated  to  the  arch- 
bi(hopric  of  Milan.  / 

The  nations  who  had  aflferted  their  independence 
after  the  death  of  Attila,  were  eftabliflied  in  the  coun*^ 
tries  to  the  north  of  the  Danube,  or  in  the  provinces 
between  that  river  and  the  Alps;  and  the  braveft  of 
their  youths  had  enlifted  in  the  army  of  the  confede* 
rates,  who  formed  the  defence  and  terror  of  Italy. 
Among  thefe  was  Oreftes,  who  has  already  been  men- 
tioned in  thb  hiftory  as  the  ambaflador  of  Attila ;  and 
who  deriving  his  defcent  from  an.illuftrious  family  ia 
Pannonia,  when  that  province  was  ceded  to  the  Scy- 
thian monarch,  embraced  the  fervice  of  his  lawful  fo« 
vereign ;  but  on  the  death  of  the  conqueror  he  refufed 
to  obey  the  Ollrogoths,  who  had  ufurped  the  domi- 
nion of  Pannonia,  and  preferred  the  patronage  of  the 
Italian  princes.     By  the  fucceflbrs  of  Valentinian  he 
was  rapidly  advanced  in  the  military  profeOion,  and 
by  Nepos  himfelf  was  elevated  to  the  dignities  of  pa- 
trician and  mafter-general  of  the  troops :  Thefe,  when 
Oreftes  himfelf  declined  th^  purple,  readily  confented 
to  acknowledge  his  fon  Auguftulus  as  emperor  of  the 

weft  J 
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x^efl ;  and  the  power  of  the  patrician  feemed  confirmed 
by  the  royal  fituation  of  his  fon  and  the  abdication  of 
Nepos*  But  Oreftes  foon  difcovered,  that  the  preca- 
rious fovereign  of  Italy  was  only  permitted  to  chufe, 
whether  he  would  be  the  flave  or  viflim  of  his  barba- 
rian mercenaries :  Thefe  demanded  that  a  third  part 
of  the  lands  of  Italy  (hould  be  divided  among  them, 
and  Oreftes  determined  to  encounter  the  rage  of  an 
armed  multitude  rather  than  fubfcribe  the  ruin  of  an 
innocent  people.  He  retired  to  Pavia,  but  the  forti- 
fications of  that  city  were  ftormed  by  the  foldiers,  led 
on  by  Odoacer  a  bold  barbarian,  and  the  rage  of  the 
Confederates  was  only  appeafed  by  the  execution  of 
Oreftes. 

Odoacer,  who  had  commanded  in  the  late  revolu- 
rion,  was  the  fon  of  Edecon,  the  memorable  colleague 
of  Oreftes  in  thecmbafly  from  Attila  to  Theodofius. 
Edecon  had  liftened  to  a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of 
his  fovereign,  but  his  apparent  guilt  was  expiated  by 
his  merit,  and  his  name  is  honourably  mentioned  as 
the  leader  bi  the  Scyrri  in  the  unequal  conteft  of  the 
Huns  with  the  Oftrogoths  ;  Edecon,  who  did  not  fur- 
vive  this  defeat,  left  two  fons,  Onulf  and  Odoacer ; 
OnuIF  retired  to  Conftantinople,  where  he  fuUied  the 
fame  he  had  acquired  in  arms  by  the  aflaftination  of  a  , 
generous  benefador:  Odoacer  led  a  wandering  life 
among  the  barbarians  of  Noricum  till  he  was  encou- 
raged by  a  favourable  predidion  to  proceed  to  Italy. 
*!*  Purfue  your  defign/'  faid'Severinus,  the  faint,  whofe 
approbation  he  folicited,  <*  you  will  fopn  caft  away 
^  this^  coarfe  garment  of  (kins ;  and  your  wealth  will 
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**  he  adequate  to  tEe'  l&erality  of  your  rolled/*  The 
fdccefs  of  the  barbarian  ratified  the  prophecy  ;  be  was 
admitted^  and  foon  obtained  an  hdnourable  rank 
among  the  guards  of  tbe  weftern  empire  ;  his  manners 
were  gradually. poU(hcd>  his  military  fkill  unproved ; 
and  on  the  death  of  Oreftes  the  confederates  faluted  him 
with  the  title  of  king  ;  but  he  prudently  abftained 
through  his  whole  reign  from  the  ufe  of  the  purple 
and  diadem,  though  he  difdained  to  conceal  his  au« 
thority  under  the  ufelefs  office  of  a  nominal  empetpr. . 
The  feeble  Aoguflulus  was  directed  to  Signify  his  re* 
fignatbn  to  the  fenate  \  and  that  aflembly,  m  a  letter 
to  Zeno  the  emperor  of  the  eaft,  difclaimed  the  nece& 
fity  of  continuing  thb  imperial  fuccefSon  in  Italy,  fince 
the  majefty  of  the  monarch  of  Conftantinople  was  fuf« 
ficient  to  proted  the  ead:  and  the  weft ;  they  added, 
**  Tbe  republic  might  fefcly  confide  in  the  dvil  and 
*•  military  virtue^  of  Odoacer  ;'  and  they  humbly  re« 
^*  queft  that  the  emperor  would  inveft  bim  with  thir 
^^  title  of  patrician  and  the  adminiftration  of  tbe  diocefe 
♦*  of  Italy/*  The  prudent  Zeno,  after  fomc  hefitation^ 
complied ;  he  gratefully  accepted  the  imperial  enfigns^ 
and  entertained  a  friendly  correfpondeoee  with  tbe 
pafrkian  Odoacer,  whofe  generous  clemdicy  (pared 
the  life  of  Auguftulus,  and,  with  a  fpkndid  incomtf 
afiigned  him  the  villa  or  caftle  of  Lucuiins,  in  Cam^ 
pania,  for  the  place  of  his  retiremem# 

Odoacer 9  the  firft  barbarian  who  reigned  in  Italy, 
was  not  unworthy  of  the  high  ftation  to  which  his  va* 
lour  and  fortune  had  exalted  him.  In  compliance 
with  the  preju4ices  c^  hi^  fubjefls,  after  an  interval  of 
^   Y&u.  I,  G  g  fevcn 
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feven  years,  he  re(iored  the  confulfliip  of  the  weft ;  and 
though  he  declined  the  ambiguous  honour  hunfelf,  he 
fucceffively  filled  the  curule  chair  with  eleven  of  the 
moft  ilhiftrbus  fenators.  The  civil  adnainiftration  of 
Italy  was  ftill  exercifed  by  the  Praetorian  praefeQ: ;  the 
revenues  were  colledted  by  the  Roman  magiftrates  5 
and  the  filence  of  the  catholics  attefts  the  toleration 
they  enjoyed  under  the  authority  of  an  Arian  mo- 
narch. Befides  protefting  the  frontiers  of  Italy,  Odo- . 
acer  pafTed  the  Hadriatic  to  puniih  the  aftaflins  of  the 
emperor  Nepos,  and  ta  acquire  the  province  of  Dalma- 
raatia ;  he  traverfed  the  Alps  to  refcue  the  remains 
of  Noricum  from  Fava,  the  king  of  the  Rugians, 
whom  he  vanquiihed  and  led  away  in'  triumph  to 
Rome ;  but  his  prudence  and  martial  deeds  could  no| 
r£;ftore  plenty  and  population,  to  the  exhaufted  king- 
dom. His  licentious  troops  claimed,  as  the  price  of 
his  elevation,  one-third  of  the  landed  property  of  Italy ; 
and  the  confequence  of  a  compliance  with  their  de- 
mands was  the  mifery  and  defolation  of  the  remainder. 
The  tributary  harvefts  of  Africa  and  Egypt  were  with- 
drawn in  the  divifion  of  the  -empire,  and  the  number 
of  inhabitants  was  continuailly  diminifhed  .whh  the 
means  of  iiibfiftence ;  pqpe:  Gelafius,  a  fubje£l  of 
Odoacer,  affirms  that  in^JEaiilia,  Tufcany,  and  the 
adjacent  provinces,  the  human  fpecies  was  almolt  ex- 
tirpated ;  and  famine  and  peftilence  gleaned  the  mifer- 
able  refufe  that  had  efcaped  th^  edge  of  the  fword : 
Yet  amidft.  the  general  diilrefs.  Odoacer  maintained 
with  reputation  his  fituation  for  fourteen  years,  till  he 
was  compelled  to  yield  to  the  fupeiior  genius  of  Theo- 
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doMci  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  a-hcro  and  ftatefmart  ' 
who  equally  excelled  in  the  arts  of  war  and  civil  go^ 
vernment. 

l)uring  the  progreflive  hiftbry  of  civil  and  military " 
affairs,  two  events,  important  in  themfelves  and  con* 
neded  with  the  decline  and  fall  of  th?  Roman  empire, 
have  been  unavoidably  poftponed;  i.  The  iriftitation 
of  the  monadic  life ;  and,  2.  The  converfion  of  the 
notthern  barbarians*  Egypt,  ever  fruitful  in  fuperfti- 
tion,  was  the  favourite  foil  of  thfe  gloomy  Afcetics^ 
who  affumed  the  various  names  of  monks^  of  h^mits, 
and  of  anachorets*  Antony,  an  illiterate  youth  of  the' 
lower  parts  of  Thebais,  fir  ft  executed  his  monaftic  pe* 
nance  with  original  fanaticifm  ;  he  boldly  advanced 
into  the  defert,  and  fixed  his  refidence  on  Mount 
Cobzim  near  the  Red  Sea,  His  auftere  life  attracted 
the  applaufe  of  the  multitude  j  he  acquired  the  friend-^ 
fliip  of  A  thanafius,  and  declined  the  invitation  of  the 
great  Conftantine.  A  numerous  progeny  was  foon 
formed  by  his  example  and  his  leflbns  ;  they  multiplied 
with  rapid  increafe  on  the  fands  of  Libya  and  the  rocks 
of  Thebais ;  to  the  fouth  of  Alexandria,  the  tRountain 
and  adjacent  defert  of  Nitria  were  peopled  by  five  thou- 
fand  anachorets;  the'ftately  city  of  Oxyrinchus  ex-^' 
ulted  in  thirty  thoufand  perfons  of  the  monaftic  profef- 
flon ;  and  Egypt  boafted  that  the  number  of  hef 
monks  equalled  the  remainder  of  her  inhabitants.  The 
contagious  example  of  Egypt  extended  to  I'aleftine^ 
to  Pontus,  and  to  Gaul  5  and  the  names  of  Hilarion, 
of  Bafil,  and  of  Martin  of  Tours,  were  revered,  and 
their  enthufiafm  adopted  throughout  the  difiereiiit  pro* 
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vmces ;  even  the  barbarians  of  Ireland  were  vifited^ 
apd  the  dreary  and  ungenial  Hebrides  were  peopled 
by  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  the  Afcetics. 

Thefe  unhappy  exiles  from  focial  life  were  long  dif* 
tlnguifhed  by  a  ftrid  adherence  to  the  rules  of  their 
order,  or  a  prompt  obedience  to  the  capricious  com- 
mands  of  their  abbot  or  fuperior :  Their  drefs  was 
coarfe  and  Gmple ;  they  wrapped  their  head  in  a  co^l» 
to  efcape  the  fight  of  profane  obje^s ;  their  legs  and 
feet  were  naked,  except  in  the  exti:eme  of  winter ;  and 
their  fteps  were  fupported  by  a  long  ftaflf;  their  cells 
were  originally  long  and  narrow  huts,  and  they  flept 
on  the  ground  on  a  hard  mat  or  a  rough  blanket. 
Their  rigid  fafts  and  abftemious  diet  were  confidered 
as  the  beft  preferyatives  againft  the  impure  defires  of 
the  flefli ;  twelve  ounces  of  bread  or  bifcuit  were  divid- 
ed into  two  frugal  repafts  of  the  afternoon  and  the 
evening ;  and  it  was  edeemed  a  merit,  and  almoft  a 
duty,  to  abftain  from  the  boiled  vegetables  provided 
for  the  ufe  of  the  refeftory.  They  derived  their 
fcanty  fupport  from  their  manual  labour ;  and  the 
garden  and  the,  fields,  which  they  had  refcued  from 
the  foreft  or  the  morafs,  were  diligently  cultivated  by 
their  bands. 

Such  were  the  lives  of  the  primitive  monks ;  but 
their  difcipline  was  foon  corrupted  b}(  profperity,  and 
they  gradually  aiTumed  the  pride  of  wealth,  and  at  laft 
indulged  the  luxury  of  expence.  The  novice  was 
tenipted  to  bellow  his  fortune  on  the  fbdety  in  which 
he  intended  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life ;  a  perni- 
cious indulgence  c^f  the  laws  peroutted  him  to  receive, 

for 
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for  their  ufe,  any  future  legacy  or  inheritance ;  the 
eftates  of  the  popular  monafteries  gradually  ipread 
over  the  adjacent  country  ;  and  Zolicnus  obferves,  in 
the  firft  centuryof  their  inftitution,  that  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  the  <;hri(lian  monks  had  reduced  a  great 
part  of  mankind  to  a  (late  of  beggary.  Though  no- 
ble or  wealthy  profelytes  might  jgratify  the  pride  or 
fupply  the  fenfual  demands  of  the  monaftery,  yet  the 
empire  had  more  reafon  to  regret  the  plebeiaii  vmU 
titude  who  fled  from  ufeful  occupatioiis  to  the  iiidolent 
rccefles  of  the  cloyfter ;  the  laborious  peafant,  « inge- 
nious mechanic;  might  there  find  a  fecure  refugfe  fr6m 
imperial  opprellion  ;  and  the  pufillanimous  youth,  too 
frequently,  preferred  the  penance  of  a  monaftic  td  the 
dangers  of  a  military  life  :  Rome  beheld  wich  aftonlfll^ 
ment  and  indignation  whole  legions,  which  might  have 
proteded  her  provinces  from  the  barbarians,  buried  in 
religious  fanduaries,  or  concealed  in  the  folitude  of  the 
deferts.         ,  » 

'  11.  The  barbarians  who  fubverted  the  empire  of 
Rome,  foon  embraced  and  contributed  to  eftabliih  the 
chriftian  retigion.  The  Goths  were  firft  converted  by 
the  pious  labours  of  Ulphilas,  who  tranflated  the  fcrip* 
tures  for  the  ufe  of  his  countrymen  into  their  native 
language.  The  Vifigoths  followed  the  example  of 
their  brethren  ;•  and  the  crofs  was  foon  adored  by 
the  Burgundians  in  Gaul,  the  Suevi  in  Spain,  the 
Vandals  in  Africa,  the  Oftrogoth^  in  Pannonta,  by  the 
various  bands  of  mercenaries  that  raifed  Odoacer  to 
the  throne  of  Italy,  and  by  almoft  all  the  barbarians 
yffho  eftablitbed  their  kingdoms  on  the  ruins  of  th^ 
G  g  3  weft- 
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weft ern  empire.  The  holy  communion,  which  united 
,  them  with  their  chriftian  brethren  in  fpiritual  friend- 
fhip,  might  have  infenfibly  contributed  to  havefecured 
them  in  the  fervice  or  the  alliance  of  the  Romans ; 
but  the  profpeft  of  this  advantage  was  obfcured  by 
the  baneful  growth  of  Arianifm ;  and  Ulphilas,  the 
apoftle  of  the  Goths,  profefled  that  the  fon  was  not 
equal  or  confubftantial  with  the  father :  Thefe  tenets 
were,  embraced  by  the  Ollrogoths,  the  Burgundians, 
the  Suevi,  and  the  Vandals.  This  difference  of  re«> 
ligion  wa^  a  perpetual  fource  of  jealoufy  and  hatred, 
and  the  reproach  of  barbarian  was  embittered  by  the 
epithet  »Qf  heretic;  yet  the  catholics  of  Gaul,  Spaint 
and  Italy  enjoyed  under  their  Arisen  monarchs  a  free 
e^cerdfe  of  their  religion,  which  was  denied  by  the 
formidable  Genferi?  to  his  perfecuted  fubjefts  of  Afri- 
ca.  The  example  of  the  Vandal  monarch,  with  the 
fingle  -exception  of  Hildaric,  was  invariably  and  inhu*. 
manly  followed  by  his  Arian  fucceflbrs  ;  and  the  feda<f 
ries  of  Atbanafius,  throughout  Africa,  were  tormented 
with  unrelenting  fury,  till  the  Vandal  kingdopi  was 
fubverted  by  the  arms  of  Bellifarius.  The  Arianifm 
of  the  Qftrogoths  was  only  extinguifhed  with  their 
power ;  the  barbarians  of  Gaul  fubmitted  to  the  or- 
thodox dominion  of  the  Franks  j  but  Spain  was  reftor- 
cd  to  the  catholic  church  by  the  voluntary  converfion 
of  the  Vifigoths ;  and  this  revolution  was  haftened  by 
the  example  of  a  royal  martyr,  whom  reafon  may  pro« 
bably  ftyle  an  ^ungrateful  rebel. 
^^  A.  D. jj?f^5S<J  Leovigild,  the  Gothic  monarch 
of.  Spin,  was  beloved  by  his  fubje^as.  and  feared  by 
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his  enemies;  his  eldeft  fon  Hermenegild,  who  was  in- 
vefted  by  his  father  with  the  principality  of  Bastica, 
had  married  Ingundis,  the  beauteous  daughter  of  Si- 
gebert,  king  of  Auftrafia.  Ingundis,  who  had  beeh 
educated  in  the  orthodox  faith,  was  perfecuted,  and^t 
laft  murdered  for  her  religious  conftancy  by  the  Arian 
implacability  of  Goifvintha,  the  Gothic  queen ;  the 
cruel  treatment  of  Ingundis  feparated  HermenegHd 
from  the  tenets  of  Arius,  and  the  heir  of  the  Gothic 
monarchy'  was  initiated  by  the  archbifliop  of  Seville  in 
the  Nicene  faith.  The  ra(h  youth,  inflamed  by  zeal  or 
ambition,  was  tempted  to  violate  the  duties  of  a  fon 
and  a  fubjefl: ;  he  invited  the  orthodox^  Suevi  ind 
Franks  to  the  deftruftion  of  his  native  land :  but  the 
hopes  of  the  catholics  were  cruflied  by  the  diligence 
of  Leovigild  ;  and  the  flames  of  rebellion  were  finally 
cxtinguifhed  by  the  death  of  Hermenegild.  Th6  in- 
flexible conftancy  with  which  that  unfortunate  prince 
rejefted  the  Arian  communion,  as  the  price  of  his 
fafety,  may  excufe  the  honours  which  have  been  paid 
to  the  memory  of  Saint  Hermenegild,  and  contribute 
to  tarnifli  the  glories  of  the  reign  of  Leovigild. 

On  the  death  of  that  monarch  his  fceptre  defcended 
to  his  fon  Recared,  the  .firft  catholic  king  of  Spain, 
and  who  had  early  embraced  the  faith  of  his  brother, 
which  he  fupported  with  more  prudence :  He  pretend- 
ed that  his  father,  in  his  dying  moments,  had  abjured 
the  errors  of  Arianifm ;  and  by  his  power  and  arti* 
fices  the  whole  body  of  the  Vifiggths  and  Suevi  were 
driven  or  allured  into  the  pale  of  the  catholic  commu- 
nion.    The  fuccefs  of  the  royal  profelyte  was  rewarded 

G  g  4  by 


45$  DXCUKS   AND   WALL   OF 

by  pope  Gregory,  furnamed  the  Greats  with  the  hairs 
of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  with  a  crofs  whiph  inclofed  a 
fmall  piece  of  the  ti:ue  wood,  aqd  a  key  that  contained 
fome  particles  of  iron  which  had  been  fcraped  from 
the  chains  of  St.  Peter. 

The  perfecution  of  the  Jews  foon  followed  the  con-? 
ver(|on  of  the  Chriftian  kings  ;  that  exiled  nation  had 
foiinded  fome  fynagogues  in  Gaul ;  but  Spain,  (ince 
the  time  of  Hadrian,  •  was  filled  with  their  numerous 
colonies :  Their  wealth  might  poffibly  invite  the  pious 
avarice  of  their  mafters  ;  and  Sifcbut,  a  Gothic  king, 
who, reigned  in  the  beginning  of  the  ferenth  century, 
compelled,  by  the  menaces  of  confifcation  and  torture, 
ninety  thoufand  Jews  to  receive  the  facrament ;  the  rc- 
ludant  profelytes  were  not  permitted  to  abandoo  their 
,native  country,  but  were  conftrained  externally  to 
profefs  a  religion  which  they  defpifed.  The  nation, 
ftill  the  fecret  enemies  of  chriftianity,  multiplied  in  fer- 
yitude  and  diftrefs ;  and  the  intrigues  of  the  Jew^ 
promoted  the  rapid  fuccpfs  of  the  Arabian  con* 
querprs. 


CHAF- 
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CHAPTER    XXV, 

REVOLUTION  OF  GAXJL— REIGN  AND  CONVERSION  OF  CLOVIS 
—ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  FRENCH  MONARCHY  IN  GAUL 
—LAWS  OF  THE  BARBARIANS-^STATJ^  OF  THE  ROMANS-^ 
THE  VISIGOTHS  OF  8PAIN— CONQUEST  OF  BRITAIN  BY  THE 

SAXONS. 

OdOACER  endeavoured  to  eflablifli  his  kingdom 
in  Italy  by  alliances  with  the  moft  powerful  of  the 
barbarians.  He  refigned  to  Euric,  the  kingx)f  the 
Vifigoths,  all  the  Roman  conquefls  beyond  the  Alps, 
as  far  as  the  Rhine  and  ocean;  and  under  the 
reign  of  Euric,  the  Gothic  nation  might  afpire  to 
the  monarchy  of  Spain  and  Gaul.  Aries  and  Mar- 
feilles  furrendered  to  his  arms;  and  the  freedom 
of  Auvergne  was  opprefled  by  his  greatnefs.  The 
moft  diftant  and  favage  nations  refpefted  his  power 
and  courted  his  friendfhip;  and  his  palace  at  Bour- 
deaux  was  crowded  by  the  ambaffadors  of  the  Heruli, 
the  Saxons,  the  Burgundians,  and  the  Franks*  But 
the  growing  dominion  of  the  Vifigoths  was  checked 
by  the  premature  death  of  Euric,  and  his  fon  Alaric 
was  an  helplefs  infant  when  his  a^dverfary  Clovis 
was  an  anibitlous  and  valiant  prince. 

Childeric,  the  father  of  Clovis,  had  been  hofpitably 
entertained  during  his  exile  by  the  king  and  queen  of 
the  Thtiringiains ;  Bafina,  for  fuch  was  the  expreifive 
name  of  the  latter,  efcaped,  on  the  reftoration  of 
Chjlderici  from  her  hufband's  to  her  lover's  armsj 
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declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  flie  knew  a  man 
wifer,  (Ironger,  or  more  beautiful  than  Childeric,  that 
man  fhould  have  the  preference.     The  offspring  of  this 
voluntary  union  was  Clovis,  who,  6n  the  death  of  his 
father,  inherited,  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  a  limited  king- 
dom, confined  to  the  ifland  df  the  Batavians,  with  the 
diocefes  of  Tournay  and  Arras,  whofe  warriors  could 
not  exceed  in  number  five  thoufand.     Th6  kindred 
tribes  of  the  Franks,  who  had  feated  themfelves  along 
the  Belgic  riversj  the  Scheld,  the  Meufe,  the  Mofellc, 
and  the  Rhine,  were  governed  by  their  independent 
princes  of  the  Merovingian  race ;  but  though  they 
obeyed  in  peace  the  hereditary  jurifdlftion   of  their 
chiefs,  yet  tl^y  were  free  to  follow  the  (tandard  of  a 
viftorious  general ;  and  the  fuperior  merit  of  Clovis 
foon  attracted  the  allegiance  of  the  national  confede- 
racy.    The  ftriclnefs  of  his  military  difcipline  reftrain- 
ed  the  licentious  fpirit  of  the  barbarians,  and  the  equity 
with  which  he  diftributed  the  fpoils  of  viflory  enfured 
their  efteem  and  obedience. 

The  firft  exploit  of  Clovis  was  the  defeat  of  Syagrius, 
,tbe  fon  of  ^gidius,  who  inherited  from  his  father  the 
city  and  diocefe  of  Soiffons,  and  ruled  over  Rheims, 
Troyes,  Beauvais,  and  Amiens.  Syagrius  had  been 
educated  in  the  liberal  ftudies  of  rhetoric  and  jurifpru- 
dence,  and  policy  engaged  him  in  the  familiar  ufe  of 
the  German  idiom.  The  independent  barbarians  re- 
forted  to  the  tribunal  of  a  ftranger  who  explained  to 
them,  in  their  native  tongue,  the  dictates  of  reafon  and 
equity :  but  the  peaceful  occupations  of  Syagrius  were 
interrupted  by  the  hoftile  defiance  of  Clovis,  who  chal- 
lenged his  rival  to  appoint  a  day  and  field  of  battle. 

£a..  D. 
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[a.  D.486.]  The  fon  of  JEgidius  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge, but  the  Gallic  youth  who  inarched  under  his 
ftandard  were  incapable  of  contending  with  the  na- 
tional valour  of  the  Franks ;  and  Syagrhis,  after  an 
unfuccefsful  battle,  efcaped  to  the  diftant  court  of 
Thouloufe,  The  feeble  Alaric  was  unequal  to  th« 
proteflion  of  the  unfortunate  fugitive  ;  Syagrius  was 
furrendered  to  the  menacels  of  Clovis,,and  expired  by 
the  hands  of  the  executioner;  the  Belgic  cities 
fubmitted  to  the  king  of  the  Franks,  who,  in  th^ 
tenth  year  of  his  reign,  enlarged  his  dominions  to- 
wards the  eaft  by  the  conqqeft  pf  the  diocefe  of 
Tongres, 

The  Alemanni  had  fubdued  the  northern  parts  of 
Helvetia;  and,^  from  the  fource  of  the  Rhine  to  its 
conflux  with  the  Mein  and  Mofelle,  they  commanded 
on  either  fide  of  the  river.  In  Gaul,  they  had  fpread 
themfelves  over  the  provinces  of  Alface  and  Lorraine ; 
and  their  invafion  of  the  kingdom  of  Cologne  fum- 
moned  to  the  fupport  of  his  allies  the  daring  fon  of 
Childpric.  In  the  plains  of  Tolbiac,  about  twenty-four 
miles  from  Cologne,  he  encountered,  and  after  an  ob- 
ftinate  confliift  vanquifhecj,  the  invaders  of  GauK  [a.  d, 
496.]  The  king  of  the  Alenwinni  was  flain  in  the 
field ;  and  his  trembling  fubjecls  were  purfued  into  the 
heart  of  their  forefts  by  the  indefatigable  vidor.  The 
great  Theodoric,  who  then  reigned  over  Italy^  and  who 
had  married  Albofleda,  .the  fifter  of  Clpvis,  congra- 
tulated his  brother  on  his  vidory,  but  mildly  inter* 
ceded  for  the  unfortunate  fugitives.  The  Gallic  terri- 
tories y^hkh  had  been  poflefled  by  the  Alemanni, 
became  the  pri^e  of  the  conqueror,  whofe  fovereignty 

that 
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that  haughty  people  was  compelled  to  acknowledge ; 
And  to  whofe  indulgence  they  owed  the  permiffion  of 
enjoying  their  peculiar  manners  and  inftitutions  under 
the  government  of  ofKcial,  and  at  length  hereditary 
dukes.  After  the  conqtieft  of  the  wcftern  provinces, 
the  Franks  alone  maintained  their  ancient  habitations 
beyond  the  Rhine ;  they  gradually  fubdued  and  civilif- 
ed  the  countries  as  far  as  the  Elbe  and  the  mountains 
of  Bohemia  ;  and  the  peace  of  Europe  was  fecured  by 
the  obedience  of  Germany. 

Till  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  Clovis'had  con- 
tinued to  worfhip  the  gods  of  his  anceftors ;  his  con- 
vcrfion  was  probably  facilitated  by  his  marriage  with 
Clotilda,  a  niece  of  the  king  oif  Burgundy,  who  was 
educated  in  the  catholic  faith,  [a.  o.  496.3  In  the 
battle  of  Tolbiac,  Clovis  had  invoked  the  god  of  Clo- 
tilda and  the  chriftians,  and  his  vidory  difpofedhim  to 
bear  the  arguments  of  Remigius,  the  eloquent  bifhop 
of  Rheims.  The  king  of  the  Franks  declared  himfelf 
fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  catholic  faith ;  he  was 
immediately  baptized  i  his  example  was  readily  fol- 
lowed by  his  devout  or  loyal  fqbjefts  ;  and  the  zeal  of 
the  clergy  was  interefted  to  extend  the  dominion  of 
th^  elded,  or  rather  the  only  fon  of  the  church. 

Although  the  foundations  of  the  Armarican  republic 
had  been  repeatedly  overthrown,  yet  ihe  people  guard- 
ed with  fir mnefs  their  domeftic  freedon^,  a^fferted  with 
dignity  the  Roman  name,  aiid  refilled  the  attacks  of 
Clovis,  who  endeavoured  to  exteft.d  his  conquefts  from, 
the  Seine  to  the  Loire.  This  fuccefsful  pppofition  in- 
troduced an  honourable  union ;  [a^  d.  497.3  the 
Franks  efteemed  the  valour  of  the  Armoricans,  and  the 

'     Ar. 
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Armoticans  were  reconciled  to  the  religion  of  the 
Franks*  ,  The  fcaitered  bands  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
which  dill  retained  the  title  of  Roman  foldiers,  accepted 
without  (hame  the  capitulation  propofed  by  the  catholic 
hero,  and  their  acceffion  increafed  the  ftrength  and  fpirit 
of  the  Franks ;  but  the  northern  provinces  of  Gaul 
were  flow  and  gradual  acquifitionsj  and  feemed  to  have 
been  obtained  as^  much  by  the  poHcy  as  by  the  valour 
of  Clovis. 

The  kingdom  of  the  Burgundians,  which  extended 
from  the  foreft  of  Vofges  to  the  Alps  and  the  fea  of 
Marfeilles,  was  governed  by  Gundobald,  who,  to  efta-  ' 
blifli  his  throne,  had  facrificed  two  brothers,  one  of 
whom  was  the  father  of  Clotilda  ;  Godegefij,  i  third 
brother,   he   ftill  permitted  to  poffefs  the  dependent 
principr«Hty  of  Geneva.     The   converfion   of  Clovis 
had  excited  the  hopes  of  the  orthodox  clergy  of  Bur- 
gundy;  and  their  Arian  monarch,  defirous  to  recon- 
cile their  differences,   convened  an  affembly  ^of  his 
bifliops  at  Lyons*     In  the  midft  of  their  difputes  aa 
abrupt  queftion  from  the  king  revealed  his  apprehen- 
fions.     "  If  you  truly  profefs  the  christian  religion,*' 
laid  he,  "  why   do  you   not   reltrain  the  king  of  the 
**  Franks?    He  has   declared  war  againft   me,  and 
"  forms  alliances  with  my  enemies  for  my  deftruftion : 
'*  A  fanguinary  and  covetous  mind  is  not  the  fymp« 
**  torn  of  a  fincere  converfion ;  let  him  (hew  his  faitfc 
,  •*  by  his  works.'*    He  was  anfwered  by   AvituSj  the 
bifliop  of  Vienna :  "  We  are  ignorant  of  the  motives 
«*  and  intentions  of  the  king  of  the  Franks  j  but  we 
"'are  taught  by  fcripture,  that  the  kingdoms  which 

•«  abaa- 
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•^  abandon  the  divine  law  are  frequently  fubverte^i 
**  and  that  enemies  will  arife  on  every  fide  againft 
"  thofe  who  have  made  God  their  enemy :  Return 
*^  with  thy  people  to  the  law  of  fciod,  and  he  will 
"  give  peace  and  fecurity  to  thy  dominions.*'  Gun- 
dobald  rejefled  the  conditions,  and  difmifTed  the  aflem- 
bly,  Jkfter  complaining  that  Clovis  had  privately  tempt- 
ed the  allegiance  of  his  brother. 

The  fidelity  of  Godegefil  was  already  corrupted ; 
he  joined  the  ftandard  of  his  brother  to  defert  hini  in 
the  day  of  battle  ;  [a.  d.  5od.]  and  Gundobald,  faint* 
ly  fupported  by  the  difaffefted  Gauls,  yielded  to  the 
arms  of  Clovis,  and  fled  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Langres  to  Avignon,  at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  the  fcene  of  flaughten  The 
king  of  the  Franks,  difcouraged  by  a  long  fiege,  re- 
turned to  his  own  dominions,  after  impofing  a  tribute 
on  the  king  of  Burgundy,  and  compelling  him  to  re- 
ward his  brother's  treachery ;  but  the  triumph  of 
Clovis  was  clouded  by  the  intelligence  that  Gundobald 
had  furprifed  and  maflacred  Godegefil,  who  was  left 
with  five  thoufand  Franks  at  Vienna.  The  fon  of 
Childeric  diflembled  his  refentment,  however  great; 
he  was  no  longer  pofleffed  of  thofe  advantages  which 
cnfured  fuccefs  in  the  former  war.  Gundobald  had 
purchafed  by  his  misfortunes  the  aflFedlions  of  his  peo- 
ple }  the  clergy  were  flattered  by  the  hopes  of  his 
convferfion ;  and  Clovis,  releafed  from  the  tribute,  ac- 
cepted the  military  fervice  of  the  king  of  Burgundy, 
who,  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life,  fufpendcd  by  his 
poli(7  the  impending  ruin  of  his  kingdom* 

Sigif. 
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Sigifmond,  who  fucceeded  his  father  Gundobald, 
ftained  the  profeffion  of  the  catholic  faith  with  the 
blood  of  an  innocent  fon ;  and  his  guilt  was  punifhed 
by  the  cruelty  of  the  fons  of  Clevis,  who,  inflamed  by 
ambition  and  the  intrfeaties  of  their  mother  Clotilda, 
defirous  of  avenging  her  father's  wrongs  on  the  family 
of  the  affafGn,  invaded  Burgundy,  [a.  d.  532.]  Si- 
gifmond  was  vanquiflied  in  a  decifive  battle,  and  after 
a  (hort  concealment  was  betrayed  by.  his  fubjefls,  who 
were  defirous  of  cultivating  the  favour  of  their  new 
matters.  The  captive  monarch  with  his  two  fons 
were  buried  alive  in  a  well,  an4  the  Burgundians  were 
permitted  to  enjoy  their  national  laws  under  the  obli- 
gation of  tribute  and  military  fervice. 

The  Goths  had  beheld  with  terror  and  jealoufy  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  the  arras  of  Clovis  ;  the  fame  of  the 
youthful  Alaric  was  oppreffed  by  his  mature  compe- 
titor ;  the  two  monarchs,  after  a  perfonal  interview  in. 
an  ifland  of  the  Loire,  near  Amboife,  parted  with  pro- 
fef&ons  of.  mutual  friendHiip,  But  their  apparent  re- 
gard concealed  hoftile  defigns  ;  and  Clovis,  In  an 
affembly  of  his  princes  and  warriors  at  Paris,  declared 
his  concern  to  behold  the  faireft  provinces  of  Gaulftill 
pbfTefled  by  Arians ;  and  invited  his  followers  to  van- 
qaifh  and  divide  the  tjsrritory  of  the  heretics.  The 
Franks  applauded  the  pious  principles  of  their  leader; 
(he  declarations  of  Clovis  were  confirmed  by  the.  ex* 
hortatHons  of  Clotilda;  and  his  military  operations 
were  feconded  by  the  wiflies  and  the  formidable 
confpiracy  of  the  catholics.  Alaric,  to  refill  thefc  fo- 
reign and  domeftic  enemies^  collected  his  forces;  and 

his 
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his  numerous  army  of  A^flgoths  was  reiafor^ced  hf 

bands  of  the  mod  valiant  flaves,  while  Theodoric,  king 
<^  Italy,  who  aflfe^ed  to  mediate  between  the  com- 
petitors>  but  whofe  penetration  dreaded  the  growing 
power  of  Clovis,  prepared  to  fupport  the  national  and 
religious  caufeof  the  Goths. 

The  youthful  warriors  of  the  Vifigoths  difdained  to 
retreat  before  the  army  of  the  Franks,  who  had  ad- 
vanced into  the  neighbourhood  of  Poitiers ;  the  more 
fedate  chieftains  advifed  their  king  to  expert,  in  the 
fouthern  provinces  of  Gaul,  the  veteran  troops  of  the 
Oftrogoths,  whom  Theodoric  had  difpatched  to  his 
affiftance.  Alaric  was  perplexed  by  the  various  coun- 
cils :  The  decifive  moments  were  wafted  in  idle  delibera- 
tion; the  Goths  haftily  abandoned  an  advantageous  poft, 
and  expofed  their  retreat  by  their  flow  and  diforderly 
motion.  '  About  ten  miles  from  Poitiers,  Clovis  over- 
took and  attacked  the  Gothic  army,  confufed  and  irre- 
folute ;  [^A.  D.  507.]  the  two  kings  encountered  each 
other  in  (ingle  combat,  and  Alaric  fell  by  the  hand  of 
his  rival.  The  brave  youths  who  had  clamouroufly 
demanded  the  battle,  fcorned  to  furvive  theirTovereign  j 
and  the  bloody  vidory  of  Clovis  was  attefted  by  a 
mountain  of  the  flain :  The  conqueft  of  Aquitain  fbl* 
lowed  the  decifive  battle  of  Poitiers  ;  the  civil  diflea- 
tions  of  the  Goths  facilitated  the  operations  of  the  victor, 
who  befieged  and  overthrew  the  walls  of  Angouleme, 
and  eftabliflied  his  wihter  quarters  at  Bourdeaux,  which 
had  fubmitted  without  refiftance.  []a.  o.  508.3  The 
Vifigoths  were  preferved  from  total  extirpation  by  the 
powerful  protedion  of  Theodoric ;  the  king  of  the  Of* 

trogoths 
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trogoths  openly  efpoufed  the  caufc  of  a  .vanquifli^id 
people,  and  fuccefsftiUy  fefifted  the  ambition'df  ClpvU. 
•The  Frtinks  were  cbmpelledl'to  faifc  the  fiege  of 
'Aries  with  cbnfidefable  Jofs ;'  andyby  a  fiibfeiiueh't. 
treaty,  the  Vifigbths  were  permitted^ to  retain  the  pdf- 
feffioii  of  Septimania,  a  narrow  traft  of  leacoall  frofti 
the  Rhoiie  to  the  Pyrenees  ;  btit  Aquitairi,  firoifi  thbfe 
mountains  to  the  Loire,  was  nidiffolut>lyumfed'to^t 
kingdom  of  France.*  '    ''*  ' .  *  -' ' 

After  the  faccefs  of  the  Gothic  waf,  Clovis'ifccepteft 
the  honours  of  the  confulfhip :  fA.  d.  5Ic5.]  Thfe'Ko- 
mans  revered  in  the  perfon  of  their  m&fter  that  ail tiqufe 
title  which  the  emperors  condefcended  to  affume;  and 
the  fucceffors  of  Theodofius,  by  foKclting  the  friind- 
ihip  of  the  vi£lorious*barbarian,  ratified  the  ufilrpiHoi 
of  Gaul.  *rhis  important  conceflioh  was  more'feiJ* 
mally  declared  twenty-five  years  after  the  deatlf  <tf 
Ciovis,  by  a  treaty  between  hts  fons  arid  the^  eA^ 
peror  Jutlmiah,  who  confirmed  to  the  Franks  Maf^ 
feiHes  and  Aries,  whieh  had  been  yielded  to  tfiem  by 
the  Oftrogoths,  and  acknowledged  the  foterdgnty  of 
the  Merovingian  princes  over  the  countries  beyond 
the  Alps.  When  the  eonquefts  and  inheritance  of 
thefe  prihcesf  were  united  by  the  laft  furvivor  of  the 
fons  of  Ciovis,  his  kingdom,  though  unequal  in  wealth 
and  power,  exten'died  hx  beyond  the  limits  of  modern 
France. 

The  Salic  law  was  originally  compofed  by  four  ve- 
nerable chieftains  of  the  moft  powerful  tribe  of  the 
9rahks  ;  this  law  was  afterwards  amended  by  Ciovis, 
•  Vol.  !•  H  h  and 
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and  finally  promolgated  by  Dagobcrt.    The  elaborate 

fyftem  of  jurifprudence, .  which  has  immortalifed  the 

name  of  Juftinian,  was  perfeded  ac  the  fame  tkne  that 

the  barbarians  of  Germany  firft  framed  their  artlefs 

inftittttions }  and  though  the  advantages  of  die  former 

^re  apparent  to  the  eye  of  reafon,  yet  the  laws  of  the 

barbarians  were  adapted  to  their  defires  and  capacities* 

/The  Merovingians  permitted  each  people^  and  each 

family,  to  enjoy  their  domeftic  inftitutions ;  nw  were 

jthe  Romans  excluded  from  this  legal  toleration ;  and, 

in  aU  caufes  where  the  parties  were  of  different  nations, 

.the  plsuntiff  was  obliged  to  follow  the  tribunal  of  the 

{defendant. 

The  ferocious  fpirit  of  the  Fraiiks^  prompt  to  avenge 
their  private  injuries  by  arms,  induced  them  to  fix  a 
pecuniary  fine,  as  the  price  of  blood.  The  fum  was 
proportioned  to  the  rank  of  the  vi£tim ;  the  Antruf* 
iianSj  who  reprefented  the  firft  order  of  Franks,  were 
appreciated  at  fix  hundred  pieces  of  gold ;  the  noble 
provincials  at  three  hundred  ;  a  meaner  Frank  at  two 
hundred }  but  a  common  Roman  might  be  murdered 
for  one  hundred  or  even  fifty  pieces  of  gold.  The  of- 
fice of  judge  was  devolved  on  fome  illiterate  chieftain 
feldom  qualified  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  ficoa.- 
tion ;  and  the  party  accufed  might  juftify  bis  innocence 
by  fummoning  to  his  tribunal  4  number  of  witnefles, 
who  folemnly  declared  their  aflurance  that  he  was  not 
gi^lty.  The  legal  number  of  compurgators  was  mul- 
tiplied according  to  the  Clime;  an  affaflin  might  be 
abfolved  by  feventy*twQ  voices ;  but  when  the  chaftiy 

of 
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of  a  queen  of  France  was  furpeded,  threehundred  gal- 
lant nobles  fwrore  that  the  in&nt  prince  had  been  a£ta- 
ally  begotten  by  her  deceafed  hufband. 

The  trial  by  fingle  combat  obtained  fuperlor  credit 
and  authority ;  this  fangiiinary  laW  was  introduced 
into  Gaul  by  the  Burgtuidians,  and  Gundobald  con- 
defcended  to  juftify  it  againfl:  the  obje£Uons  of  the 
bii^op  Avitus.  ^^  Is  it  not  true/'  faid  the  king  of  Bur- 
gundy>  ^^  that  the  event  of  national  wars  and  private 
^*  combats^  is  directed  by  God;  and  that  his  provi- 
*'  dence  awards  the  victory  to  the  jufter  caufe  ?**  By 
fuch  prevailing  arguments  the  abfurd  and  cruel  prac* 
tice  of  judicial  duels  was  propagated  in  all  the  mo* 
narchies  in  Europe,  from  Sicily  to  the  Baltic  s  and  at 
the  end  of  ten  centuries  the  reign  of  legal  violence, 
notwithftanding  the  cenfures  of  faints  and  popes,  was 
not  totally  extingyiihed. 

The  Vifxgoths  and  Burgundiahs,  Who  fubverted  the 
Roman  empire  in  Gaul,  ufurped  for  their  ufe  the  pro- 
portion of  two*thirds  of  the  fubje£l  lands ;  but  this  dif* 
tribution  may  be  reafonably  confined  to  the  peculiar 
diftrifts  of  the  province  where  the  vidors  were  peace* 
ably  planted.  In  thefe  diftridjks  each  barbarian  Was 
connefted  by  the  ties  of  hofpitality  with  fome  Roman 
provincial  j  and  to  this  unwelcome  gueft,  the  propri- 
etor was  compelled  to  abandon  two*thirds  of  his  patri- 
mony :  But  it  is  probable  the  German,  a  fhepherd,  and 
a  hunter,  contented  himfelf  with  the  fpacious  range  of 
v^ood  and  pafture,  and  refigned  the  more  profitable 
portion  of  the  foil  to  the  labour  of  the  hufbandman. 
Even  the  wealth  of  the  Merovingian  princes  confifted, 
Hha  like 


468  DSClmi   A\9T>   FALL  OF 

like  that  of  their  jdibjeds,  in^nextenfiTe^loniaiA  ;  one 
hundred  and  fixty  palaces  or  farms  fcattered  through 
the  different  provinces  of  their  kingdom,  fupplied  the 
hofpitable  plenty  of  Clovis  and  hb  fucceSbt^ ;  and 
enabled  them  to  reward  the  fidelity  of  their  brave 
companions,  according  torank  or  favour,  with  a  bene- 
fice^  the  primitive  name  and  moft  fimpte  form  of 
feudal  pofleilions.  The  feeble  prerogative  of  the  fove- 
reign  long  derived  fome«fupport  from  the  influence 
of  big  liberality,  fince  be  cduld  refume  his  gifts  at 
pleafure;  but  this  precarious^^  t&nure  was  gradually 
aboliflied  by  the  independent  and.  rapacious  nobles, 
who  eftablifhed  the  perpetual  property  and  heredi- 
tary fucceflion  of  their  benefices.  -Befides  thefe  royal 
eftates,  a  large  proportion  wa«  ailigned,  in  the  di* 
vifton  of  Gaul,  of  allodial  and  Salic  lands,  the  lat- 
ter  of  which  were  equally  Ihared  among  the  male 
defcendants  of  the  Franks. . 

On  the  decay  of  the  Merovingian  line  a  new  order 
of  tyrants  arofe  in  the  provinces,  who  under  the  appel- 
lation of feniors,  or  lords,  opprelTed  the  fubjefts  of  their 
peculiar  tetritory.  The  chace  was  the  facred  privilege 
of  thefe  nobles  and  their  domeftic  fervants ;  and  the 
train  of  the  barbarian  lord  was  fwelled  by  the  nume- 
rous captives  of  his  arms,  who  were  condemned  to  the 
fervlce  of  their  viftorious  mafter :  The  number  of 
thefe  hereditary  bondfmen  were  continually  increafcd 
by  frefti  fupplies  j  and  the  fubjeds  of  the  Merovingian 
king$  were  allowed  to  alienate  their  perfonal  freedom* 
The  poor  and  the  feeble  crowded,  in  times  of  public 
diforder,  to  implore  the  protection  of  fome  powerful 
6  r  chief. 
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chief,  and  their  hafty  Aibmiffion  irrevocably  fixed- 
thdr  own  fervile  condition  and  that  of  their  lateft  pof- 
tefiry.  From  the  reign  of  Ciovis,  during  five  fuccef- 
five  centuries,  the  laws  and  manners  of  Gaul  uniformly 
tended  to  pPOff>ote  the  increafe^  and  confirm  the  dura-' 
tion  of  pcrfonal  fervitude  ^  and  the  nobles  who  claim- 
ed their  defcent  from  the  vrftorious  Franks,  afllrted 
their  indefeafible  right  of  cbh^uefts  over  a  crowd  of 
plebeians,  to  whom  they  imputed  the  difgrace  of  a 
Roman  or  Gallic  extTaSion* 

The  degenerate  Romans -of  Gaul  were  expofed  to. this 
arms  and  laws  of  the  ferocious  barbarians,  who  con* 
temptuoufly  infulted  their  poffeffions,  their  freedom^ 
and  their  fafety,  A  large  portion  of  their  hnds  wajsi 
exacted'  for  the  ufeof  the  Franks;  but  they  enjoyed 
the  remainder  exempt  from  tribute,  and  were  for  ever 
iielivered  from  the  expenfive  fyftemi  of  imperis^I  def« 
potifm.  Their  private  life,  in  the  important  concerns 
cf  marriage,  teftaments,  and  inheritance,  was  ftill  re- 
gulated by  the  Theodofian  code :  A  difcontented  Ro- 
man might  freely  afpire  to  the  title  and  privileges  of  a 
barbarian ;  he  was  permitted  to  march  in  the  ranks, 
and  even  at  the  he^d  of  the  vidorious  Germans  ;  and 
three  Romans  were  fucceflively  honoured  with  the 
title  of  patrician,  and  entrufted  with  the  fupreme  com- 
mand  of  Burgundy.  During  feveral  generations  the 
barbarians  were  excluded  even  from  the  orders  of  th^ 
church,  and  the  clergy  of  Gaul  confilled  almoft  entire- 
ly of  native  provincials.  The  conquerors  received  from 
the  vanqui(bed  the  ufe  of  the  Chriftiaa  ff^ligion,  and 
the  Latin  language ;  the  lntercour|i^  pf  facred  and  fo- 
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cial  communion  at  length  eradicated  the  diftinSion  of 
birth  and  viflory ;  and  the  nations  of  Gaul  were  gra- 
dually  confounded  under  the  name  and  government  of 
-^the  Franks. 

The  Franks  Toon  imparted  to  their  Gallic  fubjeds  a 
fpirit  and  fyftem  of  conftitutional  liberty ;  by  the  con* 
queft  of  Gaui  the  annual  aflemblies  of  the  month  of 
March  were  filently  abolifhed  ;  the  monarchy  was  left 
without  any  regular  eftablifliment  of  juftice  or  of  re- 
venue; the  fucceffors  of  Ciovis  wanted  refolution  to 
afliime  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers ;  and  the 
fovereign  was  only  diftinguiihed  from  his  nobles  by  a 
more  ample  privilege  of  rapine  and  murder.  When, 
the  Gothic  poiTeflions  of  Septimania,  or  Languedoc, 
were  invaded  by  the  troops  of  Burgundy,  Berry,  and 
Auvergne,  the  leaders  of  the  unfuccefsful  confederates 
were  reproached  for  their  guilt  or  negleft  by  Gontfan 
king  of  Burgundy ;  they  pleaded  as  their  excufe  the 
univerfal  corruption  of.  the  people*  **  No  one,"  they 
faid,  ^^  any  longer  fears  or  refpefts  his  king,  his  duke» 
*^  or  his  count ;  each  man  loves  to  do  evil,  and  freely 
*^  indulges  his  criminal  intentions  j  the  mod  gentle 
<^  correftion  provokes  an  immediate  tumult ;  and  the 
*'  rafh  magiftrate,  who  prefumes  to  cenfure  or  reftraia 
•*  his  feditious  fubjeds,  feldom  efcapes  alive  from  their 
«*  revenge/*  This  licentious  abufe  of  freedom  is 
ftrikingly  contrafted  with  the  prefent  obedience  of 
the  fame  nation  to  the  commands  of  an  abfolute  fove- 
reign. 

''  The'Vifigoths  had  rcfigned  to  the  Franks  tiie great- 
tCt  part  of  their  Gallic  poiTelGons  i  but  this  ceflion  was 
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amply  compenfatcd  by  the  eafy  conqueft  and  fecure  en- 
joyment of  the  provinces  oFSpain :  The  monarchy  of  ' 
the  Goths  foon  involved  the  Suevic  kingdom  of  Gal- 
licia ;  and  while  the  prelates  of  France  degenerated 
into  fighting  and  hunting  barbarians,  the  bifhops  of 
Spain  were  refpeded  by  the  public,  and  by  their  union 
eftabliihed  their  authority  :  The  regular  difciplineof  the 
church  introduced  order  and  ftability  into  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  (late  ;  and  from  the  reign  of  Recared,  the 
firft  Catholic  king,  frequent  national  councils  were 
fucceflively  convened.  The  fuffragan  biihops,  and 
mod  holy  or  opulent  abbots  of  Spain,  agitated  the  ec^ 
cl^fiaftical  queftions  of  dodrine  and  difcipline;  and 
during  the  (irfl:  three  days  of  the  convocation,  the  lait/ 
were  excluded ;  but  on  the  fourth>  the  great  officers'  of 
the  palace,  the  dukes  and  counts  of  th^  provinces,  the 
judges  of  the  cities,  and  the'€roihic  nobles,  entered  the 
council ;  and  the  decrees  of  heaven  were  ratified  by 
the  confent  of  the  people*  The  Wtional  councils  of 
Toledo  tempered  the  ferocious  fpirit  of  the  barbarians, 
and  at  iaft  ratified  the  code  of  laws  which  had  been 
compiled  by  a  fucceflion  of  Gothic  kings.  As  long  as 
the  Vifigoths  were  fatisfied  with  ihe  rude  cuftoms  of 
.  their  anceftors,,  they  indulged  their  fubjeSs  of  Aqui- 
tain  and  Spain  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  Roman  law  ; 
but  their  gradual  improvements  in  arts  and  policy  en^ 
touraged  them  to  fuperfede  thefe  foreign  inftitutbns, 
and  to  compofe  a  code  of  laws  for  the  ufe  of  a  great 
and  united  people.  Thefe  were  communicated  to  the 
nations  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy ;  and  the  conquerors, 
infenfibly  renouncing  the  Teutonic  idiom,  extended 
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to  the  vaoquiflied  Romans  the  full  participation  of, 
freedonif 

While  the  kingdoms  of  the  Franks  and  Vifigoths 
were  eftabliihed  in  Gaul  and  Spain,  the  Saxons  achieved 
the  conqueft  of  Britain.  Forty  years  after  the  diffor 
lution  of  the  Roman  government,  Vortigern  appears 
tp  have  obtained  the  fupreme  comctiand  of  the  cities  and 
princes  of  Britain:  But  his,  kingdom  was  infeded  by 
the  vexatious  inroads  of  the  Scots  and  Pids;  and 
Hengift  and  Horfa,  two  Saxon  chiefs,  were  invited,  as 
they  ranged  with  three  (hips  along  the  eaftem  coaft, 
to  the  defence  of  Britain,  [a,  d.  449.3  The  Cale- 
donians were  repelled  by  the  arms  of  thefe  auxiliaries; 
and  theliUnd  of  Thanet/ with  a  plentiful  allowance  of 
clothing  and  provifion,  was  afCgned  for  the  refideuce 
of  thefe  new  allies.  The  infant  power  of  Hengift  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  acceflion  of  feventeen  veffels 
and  .five  thoufatid  warriors ;  he  craftily  fuggefted  to 
Vortigern  the  advantages  of  fettling  a  colony  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  th^  Picls,  aAd  a  new  fleet  of  forty 
Ihips,  under  the  command  of  his  fon  and  nephew,  fail- 
ed from  Germany,  ravagi^d  the  Orkneys,  aiid  difem, 
barked  on  the  cpaft  of  Northumberland.  The  danger* 
pus  difppfition  of  thefe  new  neighbours  was  difcovered 
top  late  i  the  Saspons  Sew  to  arm$,  and  three  hundre4 
Britifli  chiefs  were  mafTacred  by  the  faithlef^  ()arb^7 
rians  during  a  treacherous  entertainment, 

Hengifl:  openly  afpired  to  the  concjueft  of  Britain, 
and  exhorted  his  countrymen  to  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity. In  this  enterprife  each  intrepid  chieftain  afr 
(jpmbled  bis  peculiar  followers^  and  conduced   th^ 
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operations  of  war  according  to  the  didates  of  his  pri- 
vate intereft'.  In  the  invafion  of  Britain,  feven  viclo- 
rious  leaders  affumed  the  title  of  kings;  feven  inde- 
pendent thrones,  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  were' founded 
by  the  conquerors ;  and  feven  families,  one  of  which 
has  been  continued,  by  female  fucceflion,  to  our  pre-, 
fent  fovereign,  derived  their  equal  lineage  frppi 
Woden,  the  god  of  war.  Yet  the  Britilh  ifland  main- 
tained a  long,  though  au  unfuccefsful  ftruggle,  gjgainft 
the  formidable  pirates ;  the  acquifuions  of  Hengiftj^ 
during  an  adlive  reign  of  thirty-five  years,  were  con- 
fined  to  the  kingdom  of  Kent ;  and  the  colony  which 
he  had  planted  in  the  north  was  extirpated  by  the 
fword  of  the  Britons.  Three  martial  generations  wer^ 
confumed  in  eftablifting  the  monarchy  of  thq  Wellj 
Saxons,  and  above  an  hundred  years  ejapfed  before 
the  banners  of  ;he  vidorious  invaders  were  united  ia 
the  centre  of  the  ifland.  The  Britons  fl:ill  beyond  the 
Severn  afferted  their  national  freedom,  which  furvive4 
the  heptarchy,  and  even  the  monarchy  of  the  Saxons# 
Th^  braveft  of  the  warriors  found  a  fecure  refuge  in 
the  mountains  of  Wales  ;  and  a  band  of  fugitives  acr 
quired  a  fettlemeiit  in  Gaul,  and  occupied  the  weflera 
angle  of  Armorica,  which  obtained  the  appellation  of 
the  Lefler  Britain  ;  and,  with  the  diocefes  of  Vanne«^ 
Rennes,  and  Jjantes,  formed  a  powerful  though  yaffal 
ftate,  and  has  been  (ince  united  to  the  crown  of 
France. 

The  refiQance  of  the  Britons  increafed  the  mU 
ferie^  of  conquefl  and   provoked   the  defolation  of 

the 
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the  country ;  the  arts  and  religion,  the  laws  and 
language,  which  the  Romans  had  fo  carefully  planted 
in  Britain,  were  extirpated  by  their  barbarous  fuc- 
ceflbrs.  The  proceedings  of  civil  and  criminal  ju- 
rifdiftion,  the  forms  of  office,  the  ranks  of  fociety, 
were  finally  fupprefied ;  and  the  vanquilhed  were  re- 
duced to  fervitude,  and  governed  by  the  traditionary 
cuftoms  of  the  (hepherds  and  pirates  of  Germany. 
This  ftrange  alteration  has  perfuaded  many  hifto- 
rians  that  the  provincials  of  Britain  were  totally  ex* 
terminated  by  the  conquerors,  and  their  place  fup- 
plied  by  the  emigrations  of  the  barbarians,  and  by 
the  rapid  increafe  of  the  German  colonies:  But 
reafon  reje£ls  the  unnatural  fupponiion  that  the  Sax« 
ons  of  Britain  remained  alone  in  the  defert  which 
they  had  fubdued ;  and  the  concurring  teftimony  of 
Bede  enables  us  to  form  a  vague  computation,  that 
England  was  probably  cultivated  by  a  million  of 
Servants,  ox  villains ^  who  where  attached  to  the 
cftates  of  their  landlords. 

The  independent  Britons,  who  appear  to  have 
relapfed  into  a  ft  ate  of  original  barbarifm,  in  Wales 
and  Armorica  preferved  and  propagated  the  Celtic 
tongue,  the  native  idiom  of  the  weft.  Ignorant  of 
the  arts  of  peace,  they  alternately  indulged  their 
paifions  in  foreign  and  domeftic  war-;  their  poverty 
allowed  them  not  to  procure  either  ihields  or  hel- 
mets, and  the  inconvenient  weight  of  armour  would 
have  retarded  their  defultory  operations ;  yet  Henry  IL 
cbuld  aifert  from  experience,   that  thefe  xude  and 
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naked  barbarians  helitated  not  to  encounter  with 
undaunted  refolution  their  armed  and  difcipUned 
enemies. 

The  fifth  century  after  the  chriftian  aera  beheld 
the  total  extinftion  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the 
weft.  At  that  unhappy  period  the  Saxons  fiercely 
ftruggled  with  the  natives  for  the  poffeflion  of  Bri- 
tain;  Gaul  and  Spain  were  divided  between  the 
monarchies  of  the  Franks  and  Vifigoths,  and  the 
dependent  kingdoms  of  the  Suevi  and  Burgundians; 
Africa  was  opprelTed  by  the  Vandals,  and  ravaged 
by  the  Moors ;  Rome  and  Iraly>  as  far  as  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  were  exhaufted  by  the  law« 
lefs  arms  of  warlike  barbarians,  who  afluraed  the 
title  of  confederates  ;  and  their  tyranny  was  fucceeded  ^ 
by  the  reign  of  Theodoric^  the  Oftrogoth.  The 
fubjefts  of  the  empire  were  on  every  fide  afflided 
by  the  viSorious  nations  of  Germany,  who  efta- 
bliQied  a  new  fyftem  of  manners  and  governmrat 
in  the  weftern  countries  of  Europe ;  and  we  (hall 
now  proceed  briefly  to  recapitulate  the  caufes  which 
led  to  fo  fingular  a  revolution. 

The  <3ecay  of  Rome  has  been  frequently  aflign* 
ed'  to  the  tranflation  of  the  feat  of  empire  j  but 
this  hiftory  has  already  (hewn,  that  the  powers 
of  government  were  rather  divided  than  removed: 
Yet  the  fubje£t  was  impoveriflied  to  fupply  the  lux* 
ury  of  the  different  courts  of  Conftantinople  and 
Rome;  and  the  jealoufy  of  the  former  induced  her 
to  behold  with  indifference,  if  not  with  fati^fadion^ 
the  diftrefs  of  the  latter.  But  the  firmnefs  with 
2  which 
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which  the  capital  of  the  eaft  refided  for  fuccefliTe 
ccntaries  the  armies  of  the  barbarians,  protefted  the 
wealth  of  Afia,  and  commanded  the  important  ftreights 
which  conned  the  Euxine  and  Mediterranean  feas, 
feeHns  to  fanftion  the  judgment  of  Conft amine  j  and 
we  may  impartially  pronounce,  that  the  foundation 
of  Conftantinople  tended  rather  to  procraftinate  the 
fate  qf  the  eaft,  than  to  accelerate  the  ruin  of  the 

The  purer  doctrines  of  Chriftianity  had  at  length 
triumpl^d  over  the  blind  credulity  of  the  Pagan,  but 
tht  victory  was  unfortunately  obfcured  by  the  fatal 
dijQTentiQns  of  the  church ;  the  ftate  was  diftraded 
\gj  contending  religious  faOiions,  and  the  perfecuted 
fe^s  became ,  the  fecret  enemies  of  their  country. 
The  monadic  inilitution  buried  in  the  defert  or  the 
cloyft^.  that  vigour  which  might  have  repelled  the 
iijiyaders  of  the  empire;  and  that  wealth  which  might. 
have  been  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  foldier, 
^z%  defined  to  maintain  an  ufelefs  multitude^  who 
could,  only  plead  the  merits  of  abdinence  and  chaf- 
itity :  Yet  if  fuperftition  had  not  afforded  a  retreat 
jto  effeminacy,  the  fame  vice  would  have  tempted  the 
Romans  to  have  deferted  their  (landard  from  bafer 
motives ;  the  fortunes  which  were  confecrated  to  the 
fpecious  dqmand^  of  charity  and  devotion,  wquI4 
poffibiy  have  been  employed  in  fupplying  the  fiditious 
demand  of  pride  and  luxury ;  and  if  the  ettablifh* 
ment  of  chridianity  haftened  the  ruin  of  the  eoipire^ 
|l$  mild  dodrines  broke  the  violence  of  th^^  f&ll»  s^d 
foft^ncd  the  ferocious  temper  of  the  conquerors. 
/:  JJut 
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But  the  lavage   nations  of  the  globe,  the  common 
foes  of  civilized  fociety,  were  the  fatal  enemies  of  the 
Roman  profperity,    and   the  implacable  adverfaries 
of  her  power  and  grandeur.      The  Romans  tbem- 
felves  were  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  their  danger ; 
beyond  the  Rhine  and   the   Danube^   the  northern 
countries  of  Europe   were  filled   with  innumerable 
tribes   of  hardy  hunters   and   voracious  Ihepherds: 
Thefe  preffed  with   inceffant  force  and  accumulated 
weight  on  the  yielding  barriers  of  the  empire ;  and 
if  the   foremoft   were   deftroyed,   the   vacant   fpace 
was  repleniflied  by  new  aiTailants.      Europe   has  no 
onger   to  dread  the  formidable   emigrations  of  the 
north ;  thofe   countries   are  now  cultivated  and  ci- 
vilized :   The  reign  of  barbarifm  is  contrafted  into  a 
narrow  fpan ;  and  the  remnants  of  Calmucks  or  Uz- 
becks  can  no   longer  excite  the  fears  of  the  Euro- 
peans.    The  rude  valour  of  the  former  barbarians 
was  feconded  by  perfonal  ftrength,  and  an  adamantine 
frame ;    but  this  fuperiority  is  in  a  great   meafurc 
deftroyed   by  the   change  of  the   military  art,   and 
the  invention  of  gunpowder.    Mathematics,  chymif- 
try,  mechanics,  and   aichitefture  are  all  affiduoufly 
applied  to  the  fervice  of  war;  and  Europe  is  fecure 
from  any   future   irruption  of  barbarians,   fmce  be- 
fore they  can  conquer  they  mud  ceafe  to  be  barba- 
rous. 

END   OF   THE   FIRST   VOLUME. 
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